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To  the  Reverend 


Dr.  ISAAC  WATTS. 


Reverend  &  Dear  Sir , 

WITH  the  mo It  affe&ionate  gratitude  and  refpea,_i 
beg  Jeave  to  prelent  you  a  took,  which  owes  its 
exigence  to  your  requeft,  its  copioulneis  to  your  plan,  and 
much  of  its  perfpicuity  to  your  review,  and  to  the  ufe  I 
made  of  your  remarks  on  that  part  of  it,  which  your  healtn 
and  leiiiire  would  permit  you  to  examine,  I  addreis  it  to 
you,  not  to  beg  your  patronage  to  it,  for  of  that  I  am 
already  well  allured  ;  and  much  lefs  from  any  ambition 
of  attempting  your  character,  for  which,  if  I  were  more 
equal  to  the  fubje&,  I  fhould  think  this  a  very  improper 
place  :  but  chiefly,  from  a  lec ret  delight  which  I  find  in 
the  thought  of  being  known  to  thofe  whom  this  may  reach, 
as  one  whom  you  have  honoured,  not  only  with  your 
friendfhip  but  with  lo  much  of  your  elfeem  and  approba¬ 
tion  too,  as  muff  fubilantially  appear  in  your  committing  a 
work  to  me,  which  you  had  yourfelf  projected  as  one  of 
the  moft  conliderable  fervices  of  your  life. 

I  have  long  thought  the  love  of  popular  agplaufe  a 
meannefs,  which  a  phylofophy  far  inferior  to  that  of  our 
divine  Mailer  might  have  taught  us  to  conquer;  but  to 
be  elleemed  by  eminently  great  and  good  men,  to  whom 
we  are  intimately  known,  appears  to  me,  not  only  one  of 
the  moft  folid  atteflations  of  fome  real  worth,  but  next 
the  approbation  of  God  and  our  own  confciences,  one  of 
its  moft  valuable  rewards.  It  will,  I  doubt  not,  be  found, 
fo  in  that  world,  to  which  fpirits  like  yours  are  tending, 
and  for  which,  through  divine  grace,  you  have  obtained 
fo  uncommon  a  degree  of  ripenefs;  And,  permit  me,  Sir, 
while  I  write  this,  to  refrefh  myfelf  with  the  hope,  that 
when  the  union  of  hearts,  which  has  fo  long  lublifted  be* 
tween  us,  fhall  arrive  to  its  full  maturity  and  endearment 
there,  it  will  be  matter  of  mutual  delight  to  recollect  that 
you  have  afligned  me,  and  that  T  have  in  fome  degree  ex¬ 
ecuted  a  talk,  which  may  perhaps,  under  the  blefling  of 
God,  awaken  and  improve  religious  fentiments  m  the  minds 
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of  thorn  whom  we  leave  behind  hr,  and  of  others  wh» 
may  arife  after  us  in  this  vain,  tranfitory,  infnaring  world. 

_  is  the  improvement  you  have  made  of  yeur  capa¬ 

cities  for  lervice,  that  I  am  fully  perfuaded  heaven  has  re¬ 
ceived  very  few,  in  thefe  latter  ages,  who  have  done  fo 
much  to  ferve  its  ktlercfts  here  below  ;  lew,  who  havs 
laboured  in  this  heft  of  caufes  with  equal  afliduitv,  and 
equal  luccels.  And  therefore,  I  cannot  but  join  with  all 
who  with  well  to  the  Chriftian  intereft  among  us, in  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  goodnefs  of  Providence  to  you,  and  to  the 
Church  of  Chrift,  in  prolonging  a  life,  at  once  fo  valua¬ 
ble  and  fo  tender,  to  fuch  an  advanced  period.  With  them 
Sir,  I  rejoice,  that  God  hath  given  you  to  poflefs,  in  fo 
extraordinary  a  degree,  not  only  the  confcioufnefs  of  in¬ 
tending  great  benefit  to  the  world,  but  the  fatisfadlion  of 
having  effected  it,  and  of  feeing  fuch  an  harvefl  already 
fpringing  up,  I  hope  as  an  earned  of  a  much  more  copi¬ 
ous  increafe  from  thence.  With  multitudes  more  I  blefs 
God,  that  you  are  not,  in  this  evening  of  fo  afflicted,  and 
yet  lo  laborious  a  day,  rendered  entirely  incapable  of  fer- 
ving  the  public  from  the  prefs,  and  from  the  pulpit ;  and 
that  a  mid  ft  the  pain  which  your  adtive  fpivit  feels,  when 
thefe  pleating  lervices  fuffer  long  interruptions  from  bodily 
weaknels,  it  may  be  fo  Angularly  refre/hed  by  reflecting 
on  that  Iphere  of  extenflve  ufefulnefs,  in  which  by  your 
writings  you  continually  move. 

I  congratulate  you,  dear  Sir,  that,  while  you  are  in  a 
multitude  of  families  and  fchoois  of  the  lower  clafs,  conde- 
feending  to  the  humble,  yet  important  work,  of  forming 
infant  minds  to  the  flrft  rudiments  of  religious  knowledge 
and  devout  impreflions,  by  your  various  Catevhifms  and 
divine  Songs,  you  are  alfcr  daily  reading  Lectures  on  Lo¬ 
gic,  and  other  branches  of  phllofophy,  to  fludicus  youth  : 
and  this  not  only  in  private  academies,  but  in  the  ntoft 
public  celebrated  feats  of  learning;  not  merely  in  Scot¬ 
land,  and  in  our  American  colonies,  (where,  from  fome 
peculiar  conflderations,  it  might  moft  naturally  be  expect¬ 
ed^  but  through  the  amiable  candour  of  iome  excellent 
men  and  accoinplifhed  tutors,  in  our  Englifli  umverflties 
too.  I  congratulate  you,  that  you  are  teaching,  no  doubt 
hundreds  of  minifters,  and  thoufands  of  private  Chriftian.% 
by  your  fermons  and  other  theological  writings;  fo  hapnU 
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!y  calculated  to  difFufe  through  their  minds  that  light  or 
knowledge,  and  through  their  hearts  that  fervor  ol  piety, 
which  God  has  been  plealed  to  enkindle  in  your  own. 
But,  above  all,  I  congratulate  you,  that,  by  your  fa c red 
poetry,  especially  by  your  PJahns  and  your  Hymns,  you 
are  leading  the  worlhip,  and,  I  trull,  alfo  animating  the  de¬ 
votion,  of  myriads,  in  our  public  allcmblies  every  labbaih, 
and  in  their  families  or  cloiets  every  day.  This,  Sir,  at 
leaf!  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  the  fervice  of  the  fan cmary,  is  an 
unparalleled  favour,  by  which  God  hath  been  plealed  to 
didinguiili you,  I  may  boldly  fay  it,  beyond  any  of  his  fer- 
vants  now  upon  earth.  Well  may  it  be  efleemed  a  glori¬ 
ous  equivalent,  and  indeed  much  more  than  equivalent  for 
all  thofe  views  of  ecclefiaftical  preferment,  to  which  fuch 
talents,  learning,  virtues  and  ini ere  ft,  might  have  .entitled 
you  in  an  eftab'ilhment  ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  you  joyfully 
accept  it  as  fuch. 

Nor  is  it  eafy  to  conceive  in  what  ch  cum  fiances  you 
could,  on  any  fuppolltion,  have  been  caller  and  happier 
than  in  that  pious  and  truly  honourable  fnvi'y»  in  which 
as  I  verily  bel’eve,  in  (pedal  indulgence  both  to  you  and 
it,  Providence  has  been '  plealed  to  appoint  that  you  Should 
fpend  To  confiderable  a  part  of  your  life.  It  is  rny  earned:  - 
prayer,  tnat  ai  1  the  remainder  of  it  maybe  ferene,  ufc ful, 
and  pleafant.  And  as,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  your 
comp®fitions  have  been  the  lingular  comfort  of  many  ex¬ 
cellent  Chriftians  (fonie  of  them  numbered  among  my 
dearefl  friends)  on  their  dying  bed  ;  for  I  have  heard  ftan- 
2 as  of  them  repeated  from  the  lips  of  fevers!,  who  were, 
doubtlefs  in  a  few  hours  to  begin  the  Sang  of  Moles  and  the 
Lamb;  fo  I  hope  and  trull,  that  when  God  fliall  call  you  to 
that  falvation,  for  which  your  faith  and  patience  hath  io 
long  been  waiting,  he  will  Ihed  around  you  the  choke'll 
beams  of  his  favour,  and  gladden  your  heart  wiih  confo- 
laticns,  like  thofe  which  you  have  been  the  happy  inft.ru- 
ment  of  adminifeering  to  others. 

In  the  mean  time,  Sir,  he  allured  that  I  am  not  a  little 
animated  in  the  various  labours  to  which  providence  has 
called  me,  by  reflecting,  that  1  have  fuch  a  contemporary, 
and  efpecially  fuch  a  friend;  whofe' lingle  pro  fence  would 
be  to  me  as  that  of  a  cloud  of  wuneftes  here  below,  to  a- 
waken  rny  alacrity  in  the  race  (hat  is  let  before  me,  -  And, 
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I  am  perfuaded,  that  while  I  fay  this,  I  {peak  the  fenti- 
ments  of  many  of  my  brethren,  even  of  various  denomi¬ 
nations;  a  confideration,  which,  I  hope,  will  do  fomething 
towards  reconciling  a  heart  fo  generous  as  yours,  to  the  de¬ 
lay  of  that  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory,  which  is 
.now  fo  nearly  approaching.  Yes,  my  honoured  Friend, 
you  will,  I  hope,  cheerfully  endure  a  little  longer  continu¬ 
ance  in  life  amidft  all  its  infirmities  ;  from  an  afilirance, 
that  while  God  is- pleated  to  maintain  the  exercife  of  your 
r.eafon,  it  is  hardly,  polfible  that  you  fiiould  live  in  vain,  to 
the  world,  or  yourfelf.  Every  day,  and  every  trial,  is 
brightening  your  crown,  and  rendering  you  {fill  more  meet 
for  an  inheritance  among  the  faints  in  light.  Every  word 
that  you  drop  from  the  pulpit  has  now,  finely,  its  peculiar 
weight  :  the  eyes  of  many  are  on  their  afcending  prophet, 
eagerly  intent  that  they  may  catch,  if  not  his  mantle,  at 
lead  lome  divine  fentence  fiom  his  lips,  which  may  long 
guide  their  ways,  and  warm  their  hearts.  This  folicitude 
your  friends  bring  into  thofe  happy  moments  in  which  they 
are  favoured  with  your  converfe  in  private  :  and  when  you 
are  retired  from  them,  your  prayers,  I  doubt  not,  largely 
contribute  towards  guarding  your  country,  watering  the 
church,  and  b Idling  the  world.  Long  may  they  continue 
to  anfwer  thefe  great  ends  !  And  permit  me,  Sir,  to  con¬ 
clude,  with  exprefling  my  cheerful  confidence,  that  in 
thofe  bed  moments  von  are  often  particularly  mindful  of 
one,  who  fo  highly  edeems,  lo  greatly  needs,  and  io  warm¬ 
ly  ref  tarns,  that  remembrance,  as,. 

Reverend  and  dear  Si  r  , 

Your  mod  affectionate  brother, 
and  obliged  humble  iervanr, 

P.  DODDRIDGE,. 


N  ORTH 


a  m  ?  ton,  Dec.  13,  i74 4>- 
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THE  feveral  hints  given  in  the  Dedication,  andthefird 
chapter  of  this  Treatife,  which  contains  a  particular 
plan  of  the  defign,  render  it  unneceifary  to  introduce  it  with 
a  long  preface.  Some  of  my  readers  may  perhaps  remem¬ 
ber,  that,  feveral  years  ago,  I  promifed  this  work  to  the 
public,  in  the  preface  to  the  I'econd  edition  of  my  lermons 
on  the  power  and  grace  of  Chrift,  <6v.  My  much  ho¬ 
noured  friend  Dr.  Watts  had.  lain  the  fcheme,  efpeciahy 
of  the  former  part.  But  as  thofe  indilpoftions,  with  which 
(to  the  unfpeakable  grief  of  the  churches)  God  has  been 
pleafed  to  exercife  him,  had  forbid  his  hopes  of  being  able 
to  add  this  to  his  many  labours  of  lore  to  immortal  fouls, 
he  waspleafedj  in  a  very  affectionate  and  importunate  man¬ 
ner,  to  urge  me  to  undertake  it.  And  I  blefs  God,  with 
my  whole  heart,  not  only  that  he  hath  carried  me  through 
this  delightful  talk  (for  fuch  indeed  I  have  found  it)  but 
alfo  that  he  hath  fpared  that  worthy  and  amiable  perion  tG 
fee  it  accomplifhed,  and  given  him  jftrength  and  fpint  to  re¬ 
view  fo  conlide'rable  a  part  of  it.  His  approbation  ex- 
prefled  in  ffronger  terms  than  modefly  will  permit  me  to 
repeat,  encourages  me  to  hope  that  it  is  executed  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  may,  by  the  divine  blelling  render  it  of  home 
general  fervice.  And  I  the  rather  hope  it  will  be  fo,  as  it 
now  comes  abroad  into  the  world,  not  only  \vith  mv  own 
prayers  and  his,  but  alfo  with  thofe  of  many  other  pious 
friends,  which  I  have  been  particularly  careful  to  engage 
for  its  fuccefs. 

Into  whatever  bands  this  work  may  come,  I  mu  ft  defra 
that,  before  any.  pals  their  judgment,  they  would  pleafe  to 
read  it  through,  that  they  may  difcern  the  connexion  be¬ 
tween  one  part  of  it  and  another.  Which  I  the  rather 
requefl,  becaufe  I  have  long  obferved,  that  Chriffians  of 
different  parties  have  been  eagerly  laying  hold  on  particu¬ 
lar  parts  of  the  fyllem  of  divine  truth,  and  have  been  con¬ 
tending  about  them  ;  as  if  each  had  been  all  ;  or,  as  if  the 
reparation  of  the  members  from  each  other,  and  from  the 
head,  were  the  prefervation  of  the  body,  inflead  of  its,  de¬ 
struction.  They  have  been  zealous  to  efpoufe  the  defence? , 
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and  to  maintain  the  honour  and  ufefulnefs  of  each  apart  ; 
whereas  their  honour  as  well  as  ufefulnefs,  feems  to  me  to 
lie  much  in  their  connection  :  and  fufpicions  have  often 
arifen  betwixt  the  refpective  defenders  of  each,  which  have 
appeared  as  unreafonable  and  abfurd  as  if  all  the  prepara¬ 
tions  for  fecuring  one  part  of  a  fhip  in  a  dorm  were  to  be 
cenfured  as  a  contrivance  to  fink  the  reft.  I  pray  God  to 
give  to  all  his  minifters  and  people  more  and  more  of  the 
fpirit  ofwijdom ,  and  of  love,  and  of  a  found  minds  and 
to  remove  far  from  us  thofe  mutual  jealoufies  and  animofi- 
ties,  which  hinder  oura&mg.  with  that  unanimity  which  is 
neceffary,  in  order  to  the  fuccefsful  carrying  on  our  common 
warfare  again  ft  the  enemies  of  Chriftianitv  :  we  may  be 
lure  thefe  enemies  will  never  fail  to  make  their  own  advan¬ 
tage  of  our  multiplied  divifions  and  fevere  con  teds  with 
each  other.  But  they  mud  necedarily  lofe  both  their  ground 
and  their  influence,  in  proportion  to  the*  degree  in  which 
the  energy  ot  Chriftian  principles  is  felt,  to  unite  anu.  tianf- 
form  the  hearts  of  thofe  by  whom  they  are  prof e fled. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  adding,  that  as  this  i  reatife 
may  be  looked  upon  as  the  fequel  of  my  fermons  on  Rege¬ 
neration,  though  in  lomething  of  a  different  method.  ^1 
have  been  felicitous  to  make  them  ootn  as  cheap  ao  pofll- 
ble,  that  I  may  fall  in  with  the  charitable  deflgns  of  thofe 
who  may  purpofe  to  give  them  away.  Theie  is,  hove- 
yer,  an  edition  of  this  treatile  in  odtavo  ;  foi  fuch  as  lamei 
chufe  to  have  it  in  a  larger  character  and  fail ei  ioirn. 

I  have  Audied  the  greated  plainnefs  of  fpeech,  that  the 
lowed  of  my  readers  may,  if  poflible,  be  able  to  underdand 
every  word  ;  and,  I  hope,  perfons  of  a  more  elegant  uge 
and  "refined  education,  will  pardon  what  appeared  to  me  do 
necedary  a  piece  of  charity.  Such  a  caie  in  piacacal  v»i.- 
ters,  feems  one  important  indance  of  that  Lonouiing  nil 
men,  which,  our  amiable  and  condefcending  leligion  teac.n- 
es  5  and  I  have  been  particularly  obliged  to  my  worthy  pa¬ 
tron,  for  what  he  hath  done  tofliorten  fomeot  the  feme  pe¬ 
es,  and  to  put  my  meaning  into  plainer  and  moie  familiar 
word's.  Yet,  I  dare  fay,  the  world  will  not  iufped  it  of 
having  contracted  any  impropriety  or  inelegance  of  lan¬ 
guage0  by  pa  fling  through  the  hands  of  Dr.  W  a  t  t  s  . 

I  mud  add  one  remark  here,  which  I  heartily  wiia  I  l  ad 
net  omitted  i^t  the  firfl.  edition,  viz.  i  nat  tli^ugn  i  cx  -w* 
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this  book  confider  my  reader  as  fuccelHvely  in  a  great  va¬ 
riety  of  iuppofed  circum (lances,  beginning  with  thole  of  a 
thought lejs  /inner ,  and  leading  him  through  feveral  ftages 
of  conviction,  terror,  &c.  as  what  may  be  previous  to  his 
fincerely  accepting  the  gofpel,  and  devoting  himfelf  to  the 
lei  vice  of  God  ;  vetl  would  by  no  means  be  thought  to 
infinuate,  that  every  one  who  is  brought  to  that  happy  re- 
folution,  arrives  at  it  through  thofe  particular  ldeps,  or  feels 
agitations  of  mind  equal,  in  any  degree,  to  thofe  I  have 
deferibed.  Some  fenfe  of  fin,  and  fume  ferious  and  hum¬ 
bling  apprehenlion  of  our  danger  and  niifery  in  confe- 
quence  of  it,  muft  indeed  be  neceflary,  to  difpofe  us  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  grace  of  the  go fp el,  and  the  Saviour  who  is  there 
exhibited  to  our  faith  :  but  God  is  pleafed  fometimes  to  be¬ 
gin  the  work  of  his  grace  on  the  heart  almoft  from  the  fir  ft. 
dawning  of  reafon,  and  to  carry  it  on  by  fuch  gentle  and 
infenfible  degrees,  that  very  excellent  perfons,  who  have 
made  the  mod  eminent  attainments  in  the  divine  life,  have, 
been  unable  to  recount  any  remarkable  biftory  of  their  con- 
verflon.  And,  fo  far  as  I  can  learn,  this  is  moil  frequently 
the  cafe  with  thole  of  them  who  have  enjoyed  the  benefits 
of  a  pious  education,  when  it  has  not  been  fucce^ded  by  a 
vicious  and  licentious  youth.  God  forbid,  therefore,  that 
any  fiiouldbe  1  o  infenfible  of  their  own  happinefs  as  to  fall 
into  perplexity  with  relation  to  their  fpiritual  ftate,  for  want 
of  being  able  to  trace  fuch  a  rife  of  religion  in  their  minds  as. 
it  was  neceflary,  on  my  plan,  for  me  to  deferibe  and  exem¬ 
plify  here - 1  have  fpoken  my  fentiments  on  this  head  fo 

fully  in  the  VJIIth  of  my fermons  on  Regeneration ,  that  I 
think  none  who  has  read,  and  remembers  the  general  con¬ 
tents  of  it,  can  be  in  danger  of  mistaking  my  meaning  here. 
But  as  it  is  very  polfible  this  book  may  fall  into  the  hands 
of  many  who  have  not  read  the  other,  and  have  no  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  confulting  it,  I  thought  proper  to  infert  this  cau¬ 
tion  in  the  preface  to  this  ;  and  I  am  much  obliged  to  that 
worthy  and  excellent  perfon  wh©  kindly  reminded  me  of 
the  expediency  of  doing  it. 
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RISE  AND  PROGRESS 

v  OF 

RELIGION  IN  THE  SOUL. 


CHAP.  /. 

The  Introduction  to  the  Work,  with  fome  general  Ac¬ 
count  of  its  Deiign. 

That  true  religion  is  very  rare ,  appears  from  comparing 
the  nature  of  it  with  the  lives  and  characters  of  men  a- 
round  us ,  §  1,2.  The  want  of  it  matter  of  juft  la - 
mentation ,  §  3.  To  remedy  this  evil  is  the  defign  of 
the  enfuing  treatife ,  §  4.  To  which ,  therefore , 
author  earneftly  bef peaks  the  attention  of  the  reader, 
at  his  own  heart  is  deeply  inter e fled  in  it,  §  5,  6. 
general  plan  of  the  work  ;  of  which  the  fifteen  firjl 
chapters  relate  chiefly  to  the  Rise  of  religion,  and  the 

remaining  chapters  to  its  Pro  ores  s ,  §  7 _ 12.  The 

chapter  concludes  with  a  prayer  for  the  fuccefs  of  the 
work . 

$  x*  WJHE1*  we  l°°kroimd  about  us  with  an  atten- 
VV  tive  eye,  and  confider  the  chara&ers  and 
purfuits  of  men,  wc  plainly  fee,  that  though,  in  the  original 
conflitution  of  their  natures,  they  only,  of  all  the  creatures 
that  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  be  capable  of  religion, 
yet  many  of  them  fhamefully  negle&  it.  And  whatever 
different  notions  people  may  entertain  of  what  they  call  re¬ 
ligion,  all  mull  agree  in  owning,  that  it  as  very  far  from  be¬ 
ing  an  univerfal  thing. 

§  2.  Religion,  in  its  mod:  general  view,  is  fuch  a  fenfe 
of  God  on  the  foul,  and  fuch  a  con  vision  of  our  obliga- 
tionsto  him,  and  of  our  dependence  upon  him,  as  fhall  en¬ 
gage  us  to  make  it  our  great  care  to  conduct  ourfelv^s 
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a  manner  which  we  have  reafon  to  believe  will  be 
plcafing  to  him.  Now,  when  we  have  given  this  plain 
account  ol  religion,  it  is  by  no  means  ne cellary  that  we 
Ihould  fear ch  among  the  favages  of  the  African  or  Ameri¬ 
can  nations'  to  find  alliances  of  thofe  who  are  (hangers 
to  it.  When  we  view  the  -conduct  of  the  generality  of 
people  at  home,  in  a  Chriftian  and  Proteftant  nation,  in 
a  nation  whole  obligations  to  God  have  been  lingular,  ai¬ 
med  beyond  thofe  of  any  other  people  under  heaven, 
will  any  one  prefume  to  fay,  that  religion  has  an  univer¬ 
sal  feign  among  us  ?  will  any  one  fuppofe  that  it  prevails 
in  every  life?  that  it  reigns  in  every  heart?  Alas  l  the 
avowed  infidelity,  the  profanation  of  the  name  and  day 
of  God,  the  drunkennels,  the  lewdnefs,  th«  injudice,  the 
iViifehood,  the  pride,  the  prodigality,  the  bale  felfiOiifels, 
the  dupid  infenfibility  of  the  fpiritual  and  eternal  interells 
of  themfelves  and  others,  which  fo  generally  appears  a- 
fiiong  us,  loudly  proclaim  the  contrary.  So  that  one- 
would  imagine,  upon  this  view,  that  thoufands  and  ten 
thoufands  thought  the  neglect,  and  even  the  contempt, 
of  religion  were  a  glory  rather  than  a  reproach.  And 
where  is  the  neighbourhood.,  where  is  the  fociety,  where 
is  the  happy  family  (confiding  of  any  condderable  num¬ 
ber)  in  which,  on  a  more  exact  examination,  we  find 
re  alb  n  to  fay,  u  ‘Religion  dlls  even  this  little  circle?” 
There  is,  oerhaos,  a  freedom  from  anv  grofs  and  fcanda- 
lous  immoralities,  an  external  decency  of  behaviour,  an 
.attendance  on  the  outward : forms  of  worlhip  in  public, 
and  (here  and  there)  in  the  family;  yet  amidd  all  this, 
there  is  nothing  which  looks  like  .the  genuine  ablings  of 
the  fpiritual  and  divine  life.  There  is  no  appearance  of 
love  to  God,  no  reverence  for  his  prefence,  no  debre  of 
His  favour,  as  the  highed  good:  there  is  no  cordial  belief 
of  the  gofpd  of  falvation ;  no  eager  folieitude  to  efcape 
that  condemnation  which  we  have  incurred  by  hn;  no 
hearty  concern  to  fe cure  that  eternal  lire  which  Chrid 
lias  purchafed  and  fecured  for  ’his  people,  and  which  he 
freely  promifes  to  all  who  will  receive  Kim.  Alas  ! 
whatever  the  love  of  a  friend,  or  even  of  a  parent,  can 
do  ;  whatever  inclination  there  may  be  to  hope  all  things, 
and  believe  all  things,  the  mod  favourable.;  evidence  to 
the  contrary  will  force  itielf  upon  the  mind,  and  extoit  the 
unwilling  conclufion,  That,  whatever  elle  may  be  amiable 


not  in  its  bread.” 

§  3.  To  a  heart  that  firmly  believes  the  gofpel,  and 
views  perfons  and  things  in  the  light  ot  eternity,  this  is 
one  of  the  moll  mournful  confiderations  in  the  world. 
And,  indeed,,  to  fuch  a  one,  all  the  other  calamities  and 
evils  of  human  nature  appears  trifles  when  compared  with 
this,  the  abfence  of  real  religion,  and  that  contrariety  to 
it,  which  reigns  in  fo  many  thoufands  oi  mankind.  Let 
this  be  cured,  and  all  the  other  evils  will  eafily  be  borne  ; 
nay,  good  will  be  extracted  out  of  them  but  if  this  conti¬ 
nue,  it  u  bringefh  forth  fruit  unto  death  (a)  :  and,  in  confe- 
q uence  of  it,  multitudes,  who  fhare  the  entertainments  of 
an  indulgent  Providence  with  us,,  and  are  at  lead  allied  to 
us  by  the  bond  of  the  fame  common  nature,  mud,  in  a  few 
years,  be  fwept  away  into  u  utter  dedruftion,”  and  be 
plunged  beyond  redemption  “  into  everlading  burnings.” 

§  4.  I  doubt  not  but  that  there  are  many,  under  thole 
x'arious  forms  of  religious  profellion,  which  have  fo  un¬ 
happily  divided  us  in  this  nation,  who  are  not  only  la¬ 
menting  this  in  public,  if  their  office  in  life  calls  them  to 
an  opportunity  of  doing  it,  but  are  likewife  mourning 
before  God  in  fecret  under  a  fenfe  of  this  fad  date  of 
things ;  and  who  can  appeal  to  him  that  fearches  all 
hearts,  as  to  the  fincerity  of  their  defires  to  revive  the 
languifhing  caufe  of  vital  Chridianity  and  fubdantial  pie¬ 
ty,  and,  among  the  red,  the  author  of  this  treatise  may, 
with  confidence  fay,  It  is  this  which  animates  him  to  the' 
prefent  attempt,  in. the  midd  of  lb  many  other  cares  and 
labours;  for  this,  he  is  willing  td  lay  afide  many  of  thofe 
curious  amufements  in  fcience  which  might  fuit  his  own 
private  tade,  and  perhaps  open  a  way  to-  feme  reputation 
in  the  learned  world  :  for  this,  he  is  willing  to  wave  the 
laboured  ornaments  of  fpeech,  that  he  may,  if  poffible,  de¬ 
scend  to  the  capacity  of  the  lowed- part  of  mankind  :  for 
this,  he  would  endeavour  to  convince  the  judgment,  and  to 
reach  the  heart,  of  every  reader  :  and,  in  a  word,  for  this, 
without  any  dread  of  the  name  of  an  F.nthuflad,  whoever 
may  at  random  throw  it  out  upon  the  occaflon,  he  would, 
as  it  were,  enter  with  you  into  your  clofet  from  day  to  day. 
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and  with  all  plainnefs  and  freedom,  as  well  as  ferioufnefs, 
would  difcourfe  to  you  of  the  great  things  which  he  has 
learnt  from  the  ChriiKan  revelation,  and  on  which  he  af- 
fure  dly  knows  your  everlading  happinefs  to  depend  :  that 
21  you  hitherto  have  lived  without  religion,  you  may  now 
be  awakened  to  the  coniideration  of  it,  and  may  be  in- 
ihucled  in  its  nature  and  importance  j  or  that,  if  you  are 
already,  through  divine  grace,  experimentally  acquainted 
with  it,  you  may  be  allilled  to  make  a  greater  progrefs. 

§  5-  Bathe  earn  edly  intreats  this  favour  of  you,  that, 
as  it  is  plainly  a  ferious  bufinefs  we  are  entering  upon,  you 
would  be  pleafed  to  give  him  a  ferious  and  an  attentive 
hearing.  He  intreats  that  thefe  addreffes,  and  thefe  medi¬ 
tations,  may  be  pei  ufed  at  leifure,  and  be  thought  over  in 
retirement  j  and  that  you  would  do  him  and  yourfelf  the 
judice  to  believe  the  reprefentations  which  are  here  made, 
and  the  warnings  which  ar$  here  given,  to  proceed  from  fm- 
cerity  and  love  j  from  an  heart  which  would  not  defigned- 
\y  give  one  moment’s  unneeedary  pain  to  the  meaned  crea¬ 


ture  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  much  lefs  to  any  human 
mind.  If  he  be  importunate,  it  is  becaufe  he  at  lead:  ima¬ 
gines  that  there  isjud  reafon  for  it ;  and  fears,  lead  amid d 
the  multitudes  who  are  undone  by  the  utter  negled  of  religi¬ 
on,  and  among  tliofe  who  are  greatly  damaged  for  want  of 
a  more  refolute  and  condant  attendance  to  it,  this  may  be 
the.  cafe  of  fame  into  whofe  hands  this  treatiie  may  fall. 

§  6.  He  is  a  barbarian,  and  deferves  not  to  be  called  a 
man,  who  can  look  on  the  forrows  of  his  fellow- creatures 
without  drawing  out  his  foul  unto  them,  and  wifliing,  at 
lead,  that  it  were  in  the  power  of  his  hand  to  help  them. 
Surely  earth  would  be  an  heaven  to  that  man  who  could  go 
about  from  place  to  place,  fcattering  happinefs  whereioe- 
verhe  came,  though  it  were  only  the  body  that  he  were  ca¬ 
pable  of  relieving,  and  though  he  could  impart  nothing  bet¬ 
ter  than  the  happinefs  of  a  mortal  life.  But  the  happinefs 
rifes  in  proportion  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  the  good 
which  he  imparts.  Happy,  are  we  ready  to  fay,  were 
thole  honoured  fervants  of  Chrid,  who,  in  the  early  davs  of 
his  church,  were  the  benevolent  and  fympathihng  indrii- 
merits  of  conveying  miraculous  healing  to  thofe  whofe  ca¬ 
fes  leemed  defperate ;  who  poured  in  upon  the  blind  and 
deaf  the  plea  fares  of  light  and  found,  and  called  up  the 
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dead  to  the  powers  of  ait  ion  and  enjoyment.  But  this  is 
an  honour  and  happineis  which  it  is  not  fit  for  God  com¬ 
monly  to  beffow  on  mortal  men.  Yet  there  have  been  in 
every  age,  and,  blefled  be  his  name,  there  Bill  are  thofe, 
whom  he  has  condefcended  to  make  his  inflrnments  in 
Conveying  nobler  arid  more  lading  bleliings  than  tbefe  to 
their  fellow-creatures-  Death  hath  long  lince  veiled  the 
eyes  and  flopped  the  ears  of  thofe  who  were  the  fubjects  of 
miraculous  healing,  and  recovered  its  empire  over  thofe 
who  were  once  recalled  from  the  grave.  But  the  fouls  who 
are  prevailed  on  to  receive  the  gofpel  live  for  ever.  God 
has  owned  the  labours  of  his  faithful  miniflers  in  every  age 
to  produce  thofe  blefled  effects  ;  and  feme  of  them  being 
dead,  yet  lpeaketh  (b)  with  power  and  fuccefs  in  this  im¬ 
portant  caiiie.  Wonder  not  then  if,  living  and  dying,  I  be 
ambitious  of  this  honour;  and  if  umy  mouth  be  freely  open¬ 
ed,”  where  I  can  truly  fay,  “  My  heart  is  enlarged  (c).” 

§  ?•  In  forming  my  general  pian,  I  have  been  folicit- 
ous  that  this  little  treatife  might,  if  pMible,  be  ufeful  to  all 
its  readers,  and  contain  fomething  lui table  to  each.  I  will 
therefore  take  the  man,  and  the  Chriftian,  in  a  great  varie¬ 
ty  of  circumflances.  I  will  frit  fuppofe  myfelf  addrefling 
to  one  of  the  vafl  number  of  thoughtlefs  creatures,  who 
have  hitherto  been  utterly  unconcerned  about  religion,  and 
will  try  what  can  be  done^by  all  plainnefs  and  eameflnels 
of  add  refs,  to  awaken  him  from  his  fatal  lethargy,  to  a  care 
(chap.  2.)  an  affectionate  and  immediate  care  about  it. 
(chap.  3.)  I  will  labour  to  fix  a  deep  and  awful  conviction 
of  guilt  upon  his  confcience,  (chap-  4.);  and  to  flnp  him 
of  his  vain  excufes  and  his  flattering  hopes,  (chap.  5.)  I 
will  read  to  him,  oh  \  that  I  could  fix  on  his  heart,  that 
fentence,  that  dreadful  fentence,  which  a  righteous  and  an 
almighty  God  hath  denounced  againft  him  as  a  firmer, 
(chap.  6.);  and  endeavour  to  fhow  him  in  how  hejplefs  a 
Jtate  he  lies  under  this  condemnation,  as  to  any  capacity  he 
has  of  delivering  himfelf,  (chap.  7.)  But  I  do  not  mean 
to  leave  any  in  fo  terrible  a  fituation ;  I  will  joyfully  pro¬ 
claim,  u  the  glacl  tidings  of  pardon  and  falvationby  Chrifl 
Jefus  our  Lord,”  which  is  all  the  fupport  and  confidence  of 
my  own  foul,  (chap.  8.);  and  then  I  will  give  fome  gene¬ 
ral  view  of  the  way  by  which  this  falvarion  is  to  be  obtained, 
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(chap.  9. )  •  urging  the  (inner  to  accept  of  it  as  affectionate¬ 
ly ‘as  I  can,  (chap.  10.) ;  though  nothing  can  be  fufficient- 
iy  pathetic,  where,  as  in  this  matter,  the  life  of  an  immor¬ 
tal  foul  is  in  queftion. 

§  8.  Too  probable  it  is,  that  feme  will,  after  all  this, 
remain  infenfible  ;  and  therefore,  that  their  fad  cafe  may 
not  incumber  the  following  articles,  I  (hall  here  take  a  fo¬ 
ie  inn  leave  of  them,  (chap.  11.);  and  then  lliall  turn  and 
addrefs  myfelf,  as  compalfionately  as  I  can  to  a  mod  con¬ 
trary  character  ;  I  mean  to  a  foul  overwhelmed  with  a  fenfe 
of  the  greatneis  of  its- fins,  and  trembling  under  the  burden, 
as  if  there  were  no  more  hope  for  him  in  God,  (chap.  12.) 
And  that  nothing  may  be  omitted  which  may  give  folid 
peace  to  the  troubled  fpirit,  I  fliall  endeavour  to  guide  its 
inquiries  as  to  the  evidences  of  fincere  repentance  and  faith, 
(chap.  13  );  which  will  be  farther  illufirated  by  a  more 
particular  -view  of  the  leveral  branches  of  the  Chriftian 
temper,  fitch  as  may  ferve  at  once  to  aflifl  the  reader  in 
judging  what  he  is,  and  to  fhow  him  what  he  fhould  la¬ 
bour  to  be,  (chap.  14.)  This  will  naturally  lead  to  a 
view  of  the  need  we  have  of  the  influences  of  the  blelled 
Spirit  to  affilt  us  in  the  important  and  difficult  work  of  the 
true  Chriftian  :  and  of  the  encouragement  we  have  to  hope 
for  thefe  divine  ailiftances,  (chap.  15.)  In  an  humble  de¬ 
pendence  on  which  I  lhall  then  enter  on  the  confide  rati  on 
of  feveral  cafes,  which  often  occur  in  the  Chriftian  life,  in 
which  particular  addrefles  to  the  confidence  may  be  requi- 
llte  and.  ufeful. 

§  9.  As  fome  peculiar  difficulties  and  difeouragements 
attend  the  flrib  entrance  on  a  religious  courfe,  it  will  here 
be  our  firjft  care  to  animate  the  young  convert  againftthem, 
(chap-  16.)  And  that  it  may  be  done  more  effectually,  I 
jhall  urge  a  folemn  dedication  of  himfelf  to  God,  (chap. 
17.);  to  be  confirmed  by  entering  into  the  full  communion 
of  the  church  by  an  approach  to  the  (acred  table,  (chap. 
iS.,)  That  thefe  engagements  may  be  more  happily. ful¬ 
filled,  we  fliall  endeavour  to  draw  a  more  particular  plan  of 
that  devour,  regular,  and  accurate  courfe,  which  ought 
daily  to  be  attended  to,  (chap.  19.)  ;  and  becaifle  the  idea 
will"  probably  rife  fo  much  higher  than  what  is  the  general 
practice,  even  of  good  men,  we  fliall  endeavour  to  perfuade 
the  reader  to  make  the  attempt,  hard  as  it  may  feem, 
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(chap.  20.);  and  fhall  caution  hint  again  ft  various  temp¬ 
tations,  which  might  other  wile  draw  him  alide  to  negli¬ 
gence  and  lin,  (chap.  21.) 

§  10.  Happy  will  it  be  for  the  reader,  if  thefe  exhor¬ 
tations  and  cautions  be  attended  to  with  becoming  regard  : 
but,  as  it  is,  alas  1  too  probable,  that,  notwithllanding  all, 
the -infirmities  of  nature  will  lometimes  prevail,  we  fhall 
con  fide  r  the  cafe  of  deadnefs  andlangour  in  religion,  which 
often  deals  upon  us  by  mlenlible  degrees,  (chap.  22.); 
from  whence  there  is  too  eal’y  a  paifagd  to  that  terrible  one 
of  a  return  unto  known  and  deliberate  lin,  chap.  23.) 
And  as  the  one  or  the  other  ot  thele  tends,  in  a  proportion- 
able  degree,  to  provoke  the  blefied  God  to  hide  Ins  face, 
and  his  injured  Spirit  to  withdraw,  that  melancholy  condi¬ 
tion  will  betaken  into  a  particular  furvev,  (chap.  24.)  I 
ihail  then  take  notice  alio  of  the  cafe  of  great  and  heavy 
aifliftions  in  life,  (chap.  25.)  a  dilcipline  which  the  bed  of 
men  have  reafon  to  expect,  eipecially  when  they  backfhde 
from  God,  and  yield  to  their  fpiritttal  enemies. 

§  11.  Indances  of  this  kind  will,  I  fear,  be  too  fre¬ 
quent  ;  yet,  I  trud,  there  will  be  many  others,  whole  “  path 
like  the  dawning  light,”  will  u  dune  more  and  more  unto 
the  perfect  day  (d).”  And  therefore  we  fhall  endeavour, 
in  the  bed  manner  we  can,  to  a  did  the  Ghridian  m  palling 
a  true  judgment  on  the  growth  of  grace  in  his  heart,  (chap. 
26.)  as  we  had  done  defore  in  judging  of  its  fincerity. 
And  as  nothing  conduces  more  to  the  advancement  of  grace 
than  the  lively  exerciie  of  love  to  God,  a  holy  joy  in  him, 
we  fhall  here  remind  the  real  Ghridian  of  thole  mercies 
which  tend  to  excite  that  love  and  j^y,  (chap.  27-)  and,  in. 
the  views  of  them,  to  animate  him  to  thofe  vigorous  efforts 
of  ufe fulne fs  in  life  which  fo  well  becomes  his  character, 
and  will  have  fo  happy  an  efficacy  on  brightening  his 
crown,  (chap.  28.)  Supposing  him  to  a<d  accordingly,  we 
drall  then  labour  to  illudrate  and  a-did  the  delight  with 
vvhich  he  may  look  forward  to  the  awful  foleronities  of 
death  and  judgment,  (chap.  29  :)  and  fhall  dole  the 
lcene  by  accompanying  him,  as  it  were,  to  the  reared  con¬ 
fines  of  that  dark  valley,  through  which  he  is  to  pafs  to  glo- 
r  /  ;  giving  him  iucli  directions  as  may  leem  mod  fubfervi- 
ent  to  his  honouring  God,  and  adorning  religion,  by  his 
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aymg  behaviour,  (chap.  30.)  Norami  without  a  pleaflng 
hope,  that  through  the  divine  bleffing  and  grace,  I  may 
be,  in  fome  mftances,  fo  luccefsful  as  to  leave  thole  trium¬ 
phing  in  the  views  of  judgment  and  eternity,  and  glorify¬ 
ing  God  by  a  truly  Chfiftian  life  and  death,  whom  I  found 
trembling  in  the  apprehenfions  of  future  mifery;  or,  per¬ 
haps,  in  a  much  more  dangerous  and  miferable  cicumflance 
than  that ;  I  mean,  entirely  forgetting  the  profpect,  and 
funk  into  the  mod  ffupid  infenfibility  of  thoie  things,  for 
an  attendance  to  which  the  human  mind  was  formed,  and 
m  'companion  of  which  all  the  purfuits  of  this  tranfitory 
life  are  emptier  than  wind,  and  lighter  than  a  feather. 

5  12.  Such  a  variety  of  heads  mud,  to  be  fure,  be 
handled  but  briefly,  as  we  intend  to  bring  them  within  the 
nuik  of  a  moderate  volume.  I  fhall  not,  therefore,  difcufs 
them,  as  a  preacher  might  properly  do  in  fermons,  in  which 
tne  truths  of  religion  are  profefledly  to  be  explained  and 
taught,  defended  and  improved,  in  a  wide  variety,  and 
long  detail  of  propofitions,  arguments,  objections,  replies, 
and  inferences,  marfhalled,  and  numbered  under  their  dif- 
tincf  generals.  I  fhall  here  ipeak  in  a  loofer  and  freer  man¬ 
ner,  as  a  friend  to  a  friend  ;  juff  as  I  would  do  if  I  were 
to  be  iii  perfon  admitted  to  a  private  audience  by  one  whom 
I  tenderly  loved,  and  whofe  circumflance  and  chara&er 
I  knew  to  be  like  that  which  the  title  of  one  chapter  or  a- 
notber  of  this  treatife  defcribes.  And  when  I  have  dif- 
courfed  with  him  a  little  while,  which  will  feldom  be  fo 
long  as  half  an  hour,  I  /hall,  as  it  were,  flep  afide,  and 
leave  him  to  meditate  on  what  he  has  heard,  or  endea¬ 
vour  to  affiffhim  in  fuch  fervent  addrefles  to  God  as  it  may 
be  proper  to  mingle  with  tliofe  meditations.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  will  here  take  the  liberty  to  pray  over  my  reader 
and  my  work,  and  to  commend  it  folemnly  to  the  divine 
bleffing,  in  token  of  my  deep  convi&ion  of  an  entire  de¬ 
pendence  upon  it.  And  I  am  well  perfuaded,  that  fenti- 
menrs  like  thefe  are  common,  in  the  general,  to  every  faith¬ 
ful  mini/fer,  to  every  real  Chri/lian. 

A  prayer  for  the  Succefs  of  this  work ,  in  promoting 
the  Rife  and  Progrefs  of  Religion. 

OH  thou  great  eternal  Original,  and  Author  of  all  creat¬ 
ed  being  and  happinefs  !  I  adore  thee,  who  haft  made 
man  a  creature  capable  of  religion,  'and  hall  bellowed  tins 
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dignity  and  felicity  upon  our  nature,  that  it  may  he  taught 
to  fay,  u  Where  is  God  our  Maker  (t)  I  lament  that 
degeneracy  fpread  over  the  whole  human  race  which  has 
4<  turned  our  glory  into  fhame  {f)f  and  has  rendered  the 
forgetfulnefs  of  God  (unnatural  as  it  is)  lo  common,  and 
fo  univerfal  a  difeafe.  Holy  Father,  we  know  it  is  thy 
prefence,  and  thy  teaching  alone,  that  can  reclaim  thy 
wandering  children ;  can  imprefs  a  fenfe  of  divine  things 
on  the  heart,  and  render  that  fenfe  lading  and  effectual. 
From  thee  proceed  all  good  purpofes  and  defires  ;  and  this 
defire  above  all,  of  diffufing  wifdom,  piety,  and  happinefs 
In  this  world,  which  (though  funk  in  fuch  deep  apodacv) 
thine  infinite  mercy  has  not  utterly  forfaken. 

“  Thou  knowed,  O  Lord,  the  hearts  of  the  children  of 
men  (g) and  an  upright  foul,  in  the  rnidd  of  all  the  cen~ 
fures  and  fufpicions  it  may  meet  with^  rejoices  in  thine  in¬ 
timate  knowledge  of  its  mod  fecret  fentiments  -and  princi¬ 
ples  of  a&ion.  Thou  knowed  the  fincerity^  and  fervency 
with  which  thine  unworthy  fervant  defires  to  fpread  the 
knowledge  of  thy  name,  and  the  favour  of  thy  gofpel,  a- 
mong  all  to  whom  this  work  may  reach.  Thou  knowed, 
that  hadd  thou  given  him  an  abundance  of  this  world,  i? 
would  have  been,  in  his  edeem,  the  nobled  pleafure  that 
abundance  could  have  afforded  to  have  been  thine  almoner,, 
in  didributing  thy  bounties  to  the  indigent  and  neceffitous, 
and  fo  caufing  the  forrowful  hearrto  rejoice  in  thy  good- 
nefs  difpenfed  through  his  hands.  Thou  knowed,  that 
hadd  thou  given  him  either  by  ordinary  or  extraordinary 
methods,  the  gift  of  healing,  it  would  have  been  his  daily 
delight  to  relieve  the  pains,  the  maladies,  and  the  infirmi¬ 
ties  of  men’s  bodies;  to  have  feen  the  languifhing  counte¬ 
nance  brightened  by  returning  health  and  cheerfulnefs  ; 
and  much  more,  to  have  beheld  the  roving  didraded  mind  re¬ 
duced  to  calmnefs  and  ferenity  in  the  exercife  of  its  ration¬ 
al  faculties.  Yet  happier,  far  happier,  will  he  think  him- 
felf,  in  thofe  humble  circumdances  in  which  thy  Providence 
hath  placed  him,  if  thou  vouchfafe  to  honour  thefe  his  fee¬ 
ble  endeavours  as  the  means  of  relieving  and  enriching 
men’s  minds;  of  recovering  them  from  the  madnefs  of  a 
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imful  {late,  and  bringing  back  thy  reafonable  creatures  to 
the  knowledge,  the  fervice,  and  the  enjoyment  of  their 
God;  or  of  improving  thofe  who  are  already  reduced. 

O  may  it  have  that  blefied  influence  on  the  perfon, 
whofoever  he  be,  that  is  now  reading  thefe  lines,  and  on 
all  who  may  read  or  hear  them  !  Let  not  my  Lord  be  an¬ 
gry,  if  I  preiume  to  a  Ik,  that  however  weak  and  contempti¬ 
ble  this  work  may  feem  in  the  eyes  of  the  children  of  this 
world,,  and  however  imperfect  it  really  be,  as  well  as  the 
author  of  it  unworthy,  it  may,  neverthelefs,  live  before  thee  y 
and,  through  a  divine  power,  be  mighty  to  produce  the 
tile  and  progrefs  of  religion  -in  the  minds  of  multitudes,  in 
diffant  places,  and  in  generations  yet  to  come  !  Impute  it' 
not,  O  God,  as  a  culpable  ambition,  if  I  defire,  that  what¬ 
ever  becomes  of  my  name,  about  which  I  would  not  iofe 
one  thought  before  thee,  that  work,  to*  which  I  am  now 
applying  myfelf  in  thy  {Length,  may  be  completed,  and 
propagated  far  abroad;  that  it  may  reach  to  thofe  that  are 
yet  unborn,  and  teach  them  thy  name  and  thypraife,  when 
the  author  has  long  dwelt  in  the  duff :  that  fo,  when  he 
fhall  appear  before  thee  in  the  great  day  of  final  account, 
his  joy  may  be  increafed,  and  his  crown  brightened,  by 
numbers  before  unknown  to  each  other,  and  to- him  1  But 
if  this  petition  be  loo  great  to  be  granted  to  one  who  pre¬ 
tends  no  claim,  but  thy  fovereign  grace,  to  hope  for  being 
favoured  with  the  lead,  give  him  to  be,  in  thine  Almighty 
hand,  the  blefied  indruinent,  of  converting  and  faving  one 
foul :  and,  if  it  be  but  one,  and  that  the  weakedand  mean- 
ed  of  thofe  who  are  capable  of  receiving  this  addrefs,  it 
fhall  be  moll  thankfully  accepted  as  a  rich  recompenfe  for 
all  the  thought  and  labour  it  may  cod:  and  though  it 
fhould  be  amidd  a  thoufand  difappointments  with  refpeclto 
others,  yet  it  fhall  be  the  fubjed  of  immortal  fongs  of  praife 
to  thee,  oh  bleffed  God,  for  and  by  every  foul,  whom, 
through  the  blood  of  Jefus,  and  the  grace  of  thy  Holy  Spi¬ 
rit,  thou  had  faved :  and  everlading  honours  fhall  be  a- 
feribed  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Spi¬ 
rit,  by  the  innumerable  company  of  angels,  and  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  afiemblv  and  church  of  the  fird-born  in  heaven. 
A  mm* 
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CHAP.  II. 

The  careJefs  /inner  awakened. 

M  is  too  f u pp  of  cable  a  cafe  that, this  treat  ife  may  come  in * 
to  fuck  hands,  §  1,2.  Since  many ,  not  gr  of  sly  vici¬ 
ous,  fall  under  that  character,  §  3,  4.  A  more  particu¬ 
lar  illuftxation  of  this  cafe,  with  an  appeal  to  the  reader 
whether  it  be  not  his  own,  §  5,  6.  Expostulation  with 
fuch,  §  7,  9  ;  more  particularly,  (1).  From  acknow¬ 
ledged  principles, relating  to  the  nature  of  God,  his  uni- 
verfal  prefence ,  agency,  and  perfections,  §  10,  12..  (2 ) . 

From  a  view  of perfonal  obligations  to  him,  §  1 3.  (3). 
From  the  danger  cf  this  neglect,  when  considered  in  its 
ajpett  on  a  future  fate,  §  14.  An  appeal  to  the  confci- 
ence,  as  already  convinced ,  §  15.  Tranfition  to  the 
j'ubject  of  the  next  chapter,  §  1  6.  The  meditation  of  a 
[inner,  who,  having  been  long  thought lefs,  begins  to  be 
, awakened . 

5  1  •  CHAMEFULLY  and  fatally  as  religion  is  ne- 
O  glected  in  the  world,  yet,  ble/fed  be  God,  it  has 
ibmc  fincere  dilciples  ;  children  ofWifdom,  by  whom,  even 
in  this  iboli/h  and  degenerate  age,  it  “  is  juftified  (a) 
who  having,  by  divine  grace,  been  brought  to  the  know- 
ledge  of  God  in  Chrift,  have  faithfully  devoted  their  hearts 
to  him,  and,  bv  a  natural confequenee,  are  devoting  their 
lives  to  his  fervice.  Could  I  be  fure  thistreatife  would  fall 
into  no  other  hands  but  theirs,  my  work  would  be  fhorter, 
eaiier,  and  plea/anter. 

$  2.  But,  among  the  thoufands  that  negleft  religion, 
it  is  more  than  po/lible  that  fome  of  my  readers  may  be  in¬ 
cluded  j  and  I  am  fo  deeply  affected  with  their  unhappy 
cafe,  that  the  temper  of  my  heart,  as  well  as  the  proper  me¬ 
thod  of  my  fubje<5t,  leads  me  in  the  fir  ft  place,  to  addefs  niy- 
felftofuch;  to  apply  to  every  one  of  them  :  and  therefore 
to  you,  O  reader,  whoever  you  are,  who  may  come  under 
the  denomination  of  “  a  carelefs  finner,5’ 
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§  3-  Be  not,  I  befeech  you,  angry  at  the  name.  The 
phyflcians  of  fouls  mud  fpeak  plainly,  or  they  may  murder 
thole  whom  they  Ihould  cure.  I  would  make  no  harfh  and 
tinreafonable  fuppofition.  I  would  charge  you  with  nothing 
more  than  is  absolutely  neceflary  to  convince  you  that  you 
are  the  perfon  to  whom  I  fpeak.  I  will  not,  therefore,  ima¬ 
gine  you  to  be  a  profane  and  abandoned  profligate.  I  will 
not  luppofe  that  you  allow  yourfelf  to  blafpheme  God,  to 
diihonour  his  name  by  cudomary  fw earing,  or  grofsly  to 
violate  the  Sabbath,  or  commonly  to  negled  the  folemni- 
ties  of  his  public  worfhip  ;  I  will  not  imagine  that  you  have 
injured  your  neighbours  in  their  lives,  their  chadity,  or 
their  polTeflions,  either  by  violence,  or  by  fraud;  or  that 
you  have  fcandaloufly  debafed  the  rational  nature  of  man 
by  that  vile  intemperance  which  transforms  us  into  the 
worf!  kind  of  brutes,  or  fomething  beneath  them. 

§  4.  In  oppofition  to  all  this,  I  will  fuppofe  that  you 
believe  the  exigence  and  providence  of  God,  and  the  truth 
of  Chriflianitv  as  a  revelation  from  him  :  of  which,  if  you 
have  any  doubt,  I  mull  deflre  that  you  would  immediately 
feek  your  fatisfa&ion  elfe where*.  I  fav,  immediately: 
becaufe  not  to  believe  it,  is,  in  effect,  to  difbelieve  it;  and 
will  make  your  ruin  equally  certain,  though,  perhaps,  it 
may  leave  it  lefs  aggravated,  than  if  contempt  and  oppofi¬ 
tion  had  been  added  to  fufpicion  and  neglect.  But,  fup- 
pofmg  you  to  be  a  nominal  Chridian,  and  not  a  Deill  or  a 
Sceptic;  I  will  alfo  fuppofe  your  conduct  among  men  to  be 
not  only  blamelefs,  but  amiable;  and  that  they  who  know 
you  moll  intimately,  mud  acknowledge  that  you  are  jud 
and  fober,  humane  and  courteous,  compaflionate  and  libe  - 
ral ;  yet,  with  all  this,  you  may  “  lack  that  one  thing  (£),* 
on  which  your  eternal  happinefs  depends. 

§  5.  I  befeech  you,  reader,  whoever  you  are,  that  you 
would  look  ferioully  into  your  own  heart,  and  alk  it  this 
©ne  plain  quedion,  u  Am  I  truly  religious?1’  Is  the  love 

*  In  fi \ich  a  cafe^  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  reader  to  my 
three  fermons  on  the  Evidence  of  Chriftianity  ;  the  la  ft 
of  the  ten  on  the  Power  and  Grace  of  Chrift :  in  which  he 
may  fee  the  hitherto  unjhaken  foundations  of  my  own 
faith ,  in  a  jhort,  and,  I  hope,  a  clear  view. 

( b )  Mark  x.  2  1  • 
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of  God  the  governing  principle  of  my  life  ?  Do  I  walk  un¬ 
der  a  fenfe  of  his  prefence  ?  Do  I  converfe  with  him  from 
day  to  day,  in  the  exercife  of  prayer  and  praife  ?  And  am 
I,  on  the  whole,  making  his  fervice  my  bufmefs  and  my  de¬ 
light,  regarding  him  as  my  Mailer  and  my  Father? 

§  6.  It  is  my  prefent  bufmefs  only  to  addrefs  myfelf  to 
the  perfon  whofe  confcience  anfwers  in  the  negative.  And 
I  would  addrefs  with  equal  plainnefs,  and  equal  freedom, 
to  high  and  low,  to  rich  and  poor:  to  you  who  (as  the 
Scripture,  with  a  dreadful  propriety,  exprelles  it)  u  live 
u  without  God  in  the  world  (c) ;”  and  while,  in  words  and 
forms,  you  “own  God,  deny  him  in  your  actions  (d)”  and 
behave  yourfelves  in  the  main,  (a  few  external  ceremonies 
only  excepted)  juft  as  you  would  do  if  you  believed  and 
were  fure  there  was  no  God.  Unhappy  creature,  whoever 
you  are  !  your  own  heart  condemns  you  immediately ;  and 
how  much  more  that  “  God  who  is  greater  than  your  heart, 

4<  and  knoweth  all  things  (e).”  He  is  “  in  fecret  (f)f 
as  well  as  in  public  ;  and  words  cannot  exprefs  the  de¬ 
light  with  which  his  children  converfe  with  him  alone;  blit 
in  fecret  you  acknowledge  him  not  ;  you  neither  pray  to 
him,  nor  praife  him  in  your  retirements.  Accounts,  cor- 
refpondencies,  ftudies,  may  often  bring  you  into  your  do- 
fet ;  but  if  nothing  but  devotion  were  to  be  tranficled 
there,  it  would  be  to  you  quite  an  unfrequented  p’ace. 
And  thus  you  go  on  from  day  to  day  in  a  continual  for- 
getfulnefs  of  God;  and  are  as  thoughtlefs  about  religion, 
as  if  you  had  long  fince  demonftrated  it  to  yourfelf  that  it 
was  a  mere  dream.  If,  indeed,  you  are  lick,  you  will 
perhaps  cry  to  God  for  health ;  in  any  extreme  danger  you 
will  lift  up  your  eyes  and  voice  for  deliverance;  but  as 
for  the  pardon  of  fin,  and  the  other  bleffmgs  of  the  go  fuel, 
you  are  not  at  all  inwardly  folicitous  about  them,  though  ' 
you  profefs  to  believe  that  the  gofpel  is  divine,  and  theblef- 
ftngs  of  it  eternal.  All  your  thoughts,  and  all  your  hours, 
are  divided  between  the  bufmefs  and  amufements  of  life  : 
and  if,  now  and  then,  an  awful  providence,  or  a  ferious 
fermon  or  book,  awakens  you,  it  is  but  a  few  days,  or  It 
may  be,  a  few  hours,  and  you  are  the  fame  carelefs  crea- 

(f  Kph.  ii,  12.  (d)  Tit.  i.  16. 

(e)  1  John%  iii.  20.  (/*)  Matth.  iv.  6. 
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ture  you  ever  were  before.  On  the  whole,  you  act  as  if 
you  were  refolved  to  put  it  to  the  venture,  and,  at  your 
own  expence,  to  make  the  experiment,  whether  the  confe- 
uences  of  neglecting  religion  be  indeed  as  terrible  as  its 
niinifters  and  friends  have  reprefented.  Their  remon¬ 
strances  do,  indeed,  Sometimes  force  themfelves  upon  you, 
as  (confidering  the  age  and  country  in  which  you  live)  it 
fe  hardly  poflible  entirely  to  avoid  them  $  but  you  have,  it 
may  be",  found  out  the  art  of  Ifaiah’s  people,  44  Hearing  to 
“  hear,  and  not  underftand ;  and  feeingto  fee,  and  not  per- 
44  ceive  ;  your  heart  is  waxed  grofs,  your  eyes  are  clofed, 
44  and  your  ears  heavy  (g).”  Under  the  very  ordinances 
of  worlliip,  your  thoughts  ‘fare  at  the  ends  of  the  earth  (h).” 
Every  amufement  .of  the  imagination  is  welcome,  if  it  may 
but  lead  away  your  mind  from  fo  infipid  and  fo  difagreea- 
ble  a  fubjed  as  religion.  And,  probably,  the  very  laft  time 
you  were  in  a  worlhipping  aflembly,  you  managed  juft  as 
you  would  have  dene  if  you  had  thought  God  knew  no¬ 
thing  of  your  behaviour ;  or  as  if  you  did  not  think  it 
worth  one  Single  care  whether  he  were  pleafed  or  difpleaf- 

ed  with  it.  '  .  «  , 

§  7.  Alas  1  is  it  then  come  to  this,  with  all  your  be¬ 
lief  of  God,  and  providence,  and  Scripture  .1  that  religion  is 
not  worth  a  thought  l  that  it  is  not  worth  one  hour’s  ferious 
confideration  and  reflexion,  “  what  God  and  Chrift  are, 
44  and  what  you  yourfelf  are,  and  what  you  muft  hereafter 
44  be?”  Where  then  are  all  your  rational  faculties?  How 
are  they  employed;  or  rather,  how  aie  they  ftupified  and 

benumbed  ?  ,  •  r  ,  , .  * 

s  8.  The  certainty  and  importance  or  the  things  of 

chich  i  fpeak  are  fo ’evident,  from  the  principles  which 
you  vourfelves  grant,  that  one  might  almoft  fet  a  child  or 
an  idiot  to  reafon  upon  them  ;  and  yet  they  are  neglected 
by  thofe  who  are  grown  up  to  undemanding, -and,  per- 
hans  feme  of  them  to  fuclt  refinement  of  underftandmg, 
that  they  would  think  themfelves  greatly  injured  if  they 
were  not  to  be  reckoned  among  the  poiitei  and  the  more 

learned  part  of  mank  nd. 

,r  0_  gut  it  is  not  your  negle£t,  Sirs,  that  can  deltroy 
the  being  or  importance  of  luch  things  as  thefe.  It  may 


(g)  T/a.  vi.  9,  10. 
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Indeed  deftrov  you,'  but  it  cannot  in  the  lea  ft  affect  them- 
Permit  me,  therefore,  having  been  myfelf  awakened, to 
come  to  each  of  you,  and  fajr,  as  the  mariners  did  to  Jonah, 
while  afleep  in  the  midfl  of  a  much  lefs  dangerous  florin, 
“  What  meaneft  thou,  O  deeper?  Arife,  and  call  upon 
“  thy  God  (/).”  Do  you  doubt  as  to  the  reafonabknefs, 
or  necedity,  of  doing  it  ?  “  I  will  demand,  and  anfwer 
“  me  (h)  Anfwer  me  to  your  own  conicience,  as  one 
that  mult,  erelong,  render  another  kind  of  account; 

§  10.  You  own  that  there  is  a  God,  and  well  you  may: 
for  you  cannot  open  your  eyes  but  you  m uil:  fee  die  evi¬ 
dent  proofs  of  his  being,  his  prefence,  and  his  agency. 
You  behold  him  around  von  in  every  objed  :  you  feel  him 
within  you,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  in  every  vein,  and  in  eve¬ 
ry  nerve  :  you  fee,  and  you  feel,  not  only  that  he  hath 
formed  you  with  an  exquifite  wifdom,  which  no  mortal 
man  could  ever  fully  explain  or  comprehend  but  that 
he  is  continually  near  you,  wherever  you  are,  and  howe¬ 
ver  you  are  employed,  by  day,  or  by  night ;  u  in  him  you 
96  live,  and  move,  and  have  your  being  (/).”  Common 
fenfe  will  tell  you,  that  it  is  not  your  own  wifdorn,  and 
power,  and  attention,  that  e aides  your  heart  to  beat,  and 
your  blood  to  circulate  ;  that  draws  in,  and  fends  out,  that 
breath  of  life,  that  precarious  breath  of  a  mod:  uncertain 
life,  “that  is.  in  your  noflrils  (m).v  Thefe  things  are 
done  when  you  deep  as  well  as  in  thofe  waking  moments, 
when  you  think  not  oi  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  nor  of 
the  necedity  of  breathing,  nor  fo  much  as  recoiled;  that  you 
have  a  heart  and  lungs.  Now,  what  is  this  but  the  hand 
of  God  perpetually  fupporting  and  aduating  thofe  curious 
machines  that  he  has  made  ? 

§  11.  Nor  is  this  his  care  limited  to  you  ;  but,  if  you 
look  all  around  you,  far  as  your  views  can  reach,  you  fee  it 
extending  it/elf  on  every  fide  :  and,  oh,  how  much  farther 
than  you  can  trace  it  !  Reded  on  the  light  and  heat  which 
the  fun  every  where  difpenfes  ;  on  the  air  which  furround-s 
all  our  globe,  on  the  right  temperature  of  which  the  life  of 
the  whole  human  race  depends,  and  that  of  all  the  inferi¬ 
or  creatures  which  dwell  on  the  earth.  Think  of  the  liiita- 

(T  Jon.  i.  6.  ( k )  "Job  xxxviii.  3.  (/)  Atts  xvii.  2-3. 
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Me  and  plentiful  provifion  made  for  man  and  beaft :  the 
grafs,  the  grain,  the  variety  of  fruits,  and  herbs,  and  flow* 
crs ;  every  thing  that  nourifhes  us,  every  thing  that  de- 
nghtsus;  and  fay,  whether  it  do  not  fpeak  plainly  and 
loudly  that  our  almighty  Maker  is  near,  and  that  he  is 
careful  of  us,  and  kind  to  us.  And  while  all  thefe  things 
proclaim  his  goodnefs,  do  they  not  alfo  proclaim  his  power? 
F or  what  power  has  any  thing  comparable  to  that  which 
furnifhes  out  thele  gifts  of  royal  bounty;  and  which,  un¬ 
wearied  and  unchanged,  produces  continually,  from  day  to 
day,  and  from  age  to  age,  fuch  aftonifhing  and  magnifi¬ 
cent  effects  over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  and  through 
all  the  regions  of  heaven  ? 

§  12.  It  is  then  evident,  that  God  is  prefent,  prefent 
with  you  at  this  moment ;  even  God,  your  Creator  and 
Preferver,  God,  the  Creator  and  prelerver  of  the  whole 
vifible  and  invifible  world.  And  is  he  not  prefent  as  a 
moll  obfervant  and  attentive  Being  ?  u  He  that  formed  the 
“  eye,  fhall  not  he  fee  ?  He  that  planted  the  ear,  fhall  not 
u  he  hear  ?  He  that  teaches  man  knowledge,”  that  gives 
him  his  rational  faculties,  and  pours  in  on  his  opening  mind 
all  the  light  it  receives  by  them,  ii  fhall  not  he  know  («)?” 
He  who  fees  all  the  necefiities  of  his  creatures,  fo  feafonably 
to  provide  for  them,  fhall  he  not  fee  their  a&ions  too ; 
and  feeing,  fhall  he  not  judge  of  them  ?  Has  he  given  us  a 
fenfe  and  difcernment  of  what  is  good  and  evil,  of  what  is 
true  and  falfe,  of  what  is  fair  and  deformed  in  temper  and 
conduct?  and  has  he  himfelf  no  difcernment  of  thefe 
things?  Trifle  not  with  your  confcience,  which  tells  you 
at  once,  that  he  judges  of  it,  and  approves  or  condemns,  as 
it  is  decent  or  indecent,  reafonable  or  unreafonable ;  and 
that  the  judgment  which  he  pafles  is  of  infinite  importance 
to  all  his  creatures. 

§  13.  And  now,  to  apply  all  this  to  your  own  cafe, 
let  me  ferioufiy  alk  you,  Is  it  a  decent  and  reafonable  thing 
that  this  great  and  glorious  Benefactor  fhould  be  neglected 
by  his  rational  creatures  ?  by  thofe  that  are  capable  of  at¬ 
taining  to  fome  knowledge  of  him,  and  prefenting  to  him 
fome  homage  ?  Is  it  decent  and  reafonable  that  he  fhould 
be  forgotten  and  neglected  by  you  ?  Are  you  alone,  of  all 

(#)  Pfalm  xciv.  9,  10. 
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the  works  of  his  hands,’  forgotten  and  neglected  by  him  ? 
oh  finner,  thoughtlefs  as  you  are,  you  cannot  dare  to  fay 
that,  or  even  to  think  it.  You  need  not  go  back  to  the 
helplels  davs  of  your  infancy  and  childhood  to  convince  3  o  a 
of  the  contrary ;  you  need  not,  in  order  to  this,  to  recoi¬ 
led  the  remarkable  deliverances  which,  perhaps^  were- 
wrought  out  for  you  many  years  ago  :  the  repofe  of  the  lafl 
night,  the  refreshment  and  comfort  you  have  received  this 
day;  yea,  the  mercies  you  are  receiving  this  very  mo¬ 
ment,  bear  witnefs  to  him;  and  yet  you  regard  him  not. 
Ungrateful  creature  that  you  are  !  Could  you  have  treated 
any  human  benefador  thus?  Could  you  have  borne  to  ne¬ 
glect  a  kind  parent,  or  any  generous  friend  that  had  but  for 
a  few  months  a&ed  the  part  of  a  parent  to  you  ?  to  have 
taken  no  notice  of  him,  while  in  his  prefence  ;  to  have  re¬ 
turned  him  no  thanks ;  to  have  had  no  contrivances  to  make 
fome  little  acknowledgment  for  all  his  goodneis  ?  -Human 
nature,  bad  as  it  is,  is  not  fallen  fo  low  ;  nay,  the  biutal 
nature  is  not  fo  low  as  this.  Surely  every  domeflic  animal 
around  you,  mull  fhame  luch  ingratitude.  II  you  co  but 
for  a  few  days  take  a  little  kind  notice  of  a  dog,  and  feed 
him  with  the  refufe  of  your  table,  he  will  wait  upon  you, 
and  love  to  be  near  you  ;  he  will  be  eager  to  follow  you 
from  place  to  place?  and  when  after  a  little  ab fence  you 
return  home,  will  try,  by  a  thoufand  fond  tranfported  mo¬ 
tions,  to  tell  you  how  much  he  rejoices  to  fee  you  again. 
Nay  brutes,  far  lefs  fagacious  and  apprehenfive,  haye  fome 
fenfe  of  our  kindnefs,  and  exprefs  it  after  their  own  way  ; 
as  the  blelfed  God  condefcends  to  obferve,in  this  very  view 
in  which  I  mention  it,  “  the  dull  ox  knows  his  owner,  and 
“the  ftupid  afs  his  mailer’s  crib  (o)  what  lamentable 
degeneracy  therefore  is  it  that  you  do  not  know,  that  you, 
who  have  been  numbered  among  God’s  profelfed  people,  do 
not, and  will  not  confider  your  numberlefs  obligations  to  him. 

§  1 4.  Surely,  if  you  have  2ny  ingenuity  of  temper,  you 
rnuft  be  aflame d  and  grieved  in  the  review  :  but  if  you 
have  not,  give  me  leave  farther  to  expodulate  with  you  on 
this  head,  by  fetting  it  in  fomething  of  a  different  light. 
Can  you  think  yourfelves  fafe  while  you  are -acting  a  part 
like  this  ?  Do  you  not  in  your  conference  believe  there  will 

^  0 j  //d.  t< 
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be  a  future  judgment  ?  Do  you  not  believe  there  is  an  in- 
vifible  and  eternal  world  ?  as  profelfed  Chriltians,  we  all 
believe  it  j  for  it  is  no  controverted  point,  but  difplayed  in 
Scripture  with  fo  clear  an  evidence,  that,  lubtile  and  in¬ 
genious  as  men  are  in  error,  they  have  not  yet  found  out 
a  way  to  evade  it.  And  believing  this,  do  you  not  lee,  that 
while  you  are  thus  wandering  from  God,  44  deftru&ion 
a  artd  milery  are  in  your  ways  (p'j  ?”  Will  this  indolence 
and  negligence  of  temper,  be  any  fecurity  to  you  ?  will  it 
guard  you  from  death  ;  will  it  excufe  you  from  judgment  ? 
Y  ou  might  much  more  reafonably  expedt,  that  fhutting  your 
eyes  would  be  a  defence  againil  the  rage  of  a  devouring 
lion  ;  or  that  looking  another  way  Ihould.  fecure  your  body 
from  being  pierced  by  a  bullet  or  a  fword.  When  God 
ipeaks  of  the  extravagant  foliy  of  fome  thoughtlefs  crea¬ 
tures,  who  would  hearken  to  no  admonition  now,  he  adds, 
in  a  very  awful  manner,  44  in  the  latter  day  they  fhallcon- 
“  lider  it  perfectly  (y).”  And  is  not  this  applicable  to  you? 
Mull  you  not,  fooner  or  later,  be  brought  to  think  of  thefe. 
things  whether  you  will  or  no  ?  And,  in  the  mean  time, 
do  you  not  certainly  know,  that  timely  and  ferious  reflection 
upon  them  is,  through  divine  grace,  the  only  way  to  prevent 
your  ruin. 

§  15.  Yes,  tinner,  I  need  not  multiply  words  on  a 
fubjedl  like  this.  Your  conference  is  already  inwardly 
convinced,  though  your  pride  may  be  unwilling  to  own  it. 
And,  to  prove  it,  let  me  afk  you  one  queftion  more  :  Would 
you  upon  any  terms  and  confiderations  whatever,  come  to 
a  refolution,  abfolutely  to  difmifs  all  further  thought  of  re¬ 
ligion,  and  all  care  about  it,  from  this  day  and  hour,  and 
to  abide  by  the  confequences  of  that  negledl  ?  I  believe 
hardly  any  man  living  would  be  bold  enough  to  determine 
upon  this ;  I  believe  molt  of  my  readers  would  be  ready  to 
tremble  at  the  thought  of  it. 

§  16.  But  if  it  be  necelfary  to  take  thefe  things  into 
conlideration  at  all,  it  is  necelfary  to  do  it  quickly  ;  for  life 
Itfelf  is  not  fo  very  long,  nor  lo  certain,  that  a  wife  man 
ihould  rifk  much  upon  its  continuance.  And  I  hope  to 
convince  you,  when  I  have  another  hearing,  that  it  is  ne- 
eedary  to  do  it  imr&ediately  \  and  that  next  to  the-  madnefs 

y)  Jer,  jtxiii. 
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of  revolving  you  will  not  think  of  religion  at  all,  is  that  of 
faying  you  will  think  of  it  hereafter.  In  the  mean  time 
paufe  on  the  hints  which  have  been  already  given,  ana  they 
will  prepare  you  to  receive  what  is  to  be  added  on  that  head. 

The  Me  ditation  of  a  Sinner,  who  was  once  thonghtlefs t 

but  begins  to  be  awakened. 

WAKE,  oh  my  forgetful  foul>  awake  from  thefe 


JTY .  wandering  dreams ;  turn  thee  from  this  chafe  of  va¬ 
nity,  and  for  a  little  while  be  periuaded,  by  all  thefe  confi- 
derations,  to  look  forward,  and  to  look  upwards,  at  leafl, 
for  a  few  moments.  Sufficient  are  the  hours  and  days  given 
to  the  labours  and  amufements  of  life  ;  grudge  not  a  fhort 
allotment  of  minutes  to  view  thyfelf  and  thine  own  more 
immediate  concerns ;  to  refled  who,  and  what  thou  art ; 
how  it  comes  to  pafs  that  thou  art  here,  and  what  thou 
muff  quickly*  be  !- 

It  is  indeed  as  thou  half  now  feen  it  reprefented.  Oh,  my 
foul,  thou  art  the  creature  of  God,  formed  and  furniflied  by 
him,  and  lodged  in  a  body  which  he  provided,  and  which 
he  fupports;-  a  body  in  which  he  intended  thee  only  a 
traniitory  abode.  Oh,  think  how  foon  “  this  tabernacle 
“  muft  be  diffolved  (r),”  and  thou  muff  “  return  to  God 
“  (j).”  And  fhall  He,  the  one  infinite,  eternal,  ever  blef- 
fed,  and  ever  glorious  Being,  fhall  He,  be  leaf!  of  all  re¬ 
garded  by  thee  ?  Wilt  thou  live  and  die  with  this  character, 
faying  by  every  a&ion  of  every  day  unto  God,  “  Depart 
“  from  me,  for  I  defire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  ways  (tj  ?J? 
The  morning,  the  day,  the  evening,  the  night,  every  peri¬ 
od  of  time,  has  its  excufes  for  this  negkd.  But,  oh,  my 
foul,  what  will  thefe  excufes  appear  when  examined  by  hjs 
penetrating  eye  l  They  may  delude  me,  but  they  cannot 
impofe  upon  him. 

Oh,  thou  injured,  neglefted,  provoked  Benefa&ori 
when  I  think  but  for  a  moment  or  two,  of  all  thy  great- 
nefs,  and  of  all  thy  goodnels,  I  am  aftonifhed  at  this  in- 
feniibility  which  hath  prevailed  in  my  heart,  and  even  Itill 
prevails.  “  I  blufh,  and  am  confounded  to  lift  up  my  face 
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H  before- thee  (u':P  On  the  molt  tranfient  review,  I  fee 
that  u  I  have  played  the  fool,  that  I  have  erred  exceeding- 
u  ly  ( x'  and  yet  this  ftupid  heart  of  mine  would  make 
its  having  neglected  thee  fo  long,  a  reafon  for  going  on  lo 
tiegled  thee.  I  own  it  might  jultly  be  expe&ed  that,  with 
regard  to  thee,  every  one  of  thy  rational  creatures  lliould 
be  all  duty  and  love  ;  that  each  heart  lliould  be  full  of  a 
fenfe  of  thy  pretence  ;  and  that  a  care  to  pleafe  thee  lliould 
fwa'llow  up  every  other  care  ;  yet  thou  halt  not  been  in 
“  all  my  thoughts  (y)  and  religion,  the  end  and  glory 
of  my  nature,  has  been  fo  llrangely  overlooked,  that  I  have 
hardly  ever  ferioufly  alked  my  own  heart  what  it  is.  I 
know,  if  matters  rell  here,  I  perilli  ;  and  yet  I  feel  in  my 
perverfe  nature  a  fecret  indifpofition  to  purfue  thefe  thoughts ; 
a  pronenefs,  if  not  entirely  to  dilmifs  them,  yet  to  lay  them 
afide  for  the  prefent.  My  mind  is  perplexed  and  divided  ; 
but  I  am  fure  thou  who  madeli  me  knoweft  what  is  belt  for 
I,  therefore,  befeech  thee,  that  thou  wilt,  u  for  thy 


me. 


name’s  fake,  lead  me  and  guide  me  (z).”  Let  me  not 
delay  till  it  is  for  ever  too  late  “  pluck  me  as  a  brand  out 
«*  of  the  burning  (a)'v  Oh,  break  this  fatal  enchantment 
that  holds  down  my  affe&ions  to  objects  which  my  judgment 
comparatively  defpifes  1  and  let  me,  at  length,  come  into 
fo  happy  a  Hate  of  mind,  that  I  may  not  be  afraid  to 
think  of  thee  and  of  myfelf ;  and  may  not  be  tempted  to 
wilh,  that  thou  hadft  not  made  me  ;  or  that  thou  cculdit 
for  ever  forget  me  5.  that  it  may  not  be  my  bell  hope  to  pe- 

rifh  like  the  brutes. 

If  what  I  hiall  farther  read  here  be  agreeable  to  truth 
and  reafon ;  if  it  be  calculated  to  promote  my  happinefs, 
and  is~to  be  regarded  as  an  intimation  of  thy  will  and  plea- 
hire  to  me,  oh  God,  let  me  hear  and  obey ;  let  the  words 
of  thy  fervant,  when  pleading  thy  caule,.  be  like  goads  to 
pierce  into  mv  mind;  and  let  me  rather  feel,  and  hnarf 
than  die  1  let  them  be  as  “  nails  fattened  in  a  lure  place  : 
that  whatever  myfteries  yet  unknown,  or  whatever  difficult 
ties  there  be  in  religion,  if  it  be  neceilhry,  I  may  not  family 
^egleft  it ;  and  that  if  it  be  expedient  to  attend  immediate¬ 
ly  to  it,  1  may  no  longer  delay  that  attendance  .  And,  on, 

(a)  Ezra  lx-  6.  (*)  i  Sam.  xxvi.  2i.;  (y)  P/al.x.  4- 

(a)  Pfal.  xxxi.  3.  0)  Avtosvr.  n.  (*)  Eccl.  xu.  *r> 
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let  thy  grace  teach  me  the  lefTon  I  am  To  flow  to  leant)  and 
conquer  that  ftrongjoppofition  which  I  feel  in  my  heart  a- 
gain  ft  the  very  thought  of  it !  Hear  thefe  broken  cries  for 
the  fake  of  thy  Son,  who  has  taught  and  faved  many  a  crea¬ 
ture  as  untra&able  as  I,  and  can  44  out  of  ftones  laife  up 
44  children  to  Abraham  (c)  i”  Amen . 

CHAP.  HI. 

The  awakened  Sinner  urged  to  immediate  Confederation, 
and  cautioned  againft  Delay. 

Sinnen  when  awakened,  inclinable  to  difmifs  convictions 
for  the  prefent ,  §  i,  An  immediate  regard  to  religion 
urged ,  §  2 .  ( i ) .  From  the  excellency  and  pleafure  of 
the  thing  itfelf  §  3.  (3).  From  the  uncertainty  of  that 
future  time  on  which  finners  prefume,  compared  with 
the  fad  conferences  of  being  cut  of  in  fin ,  §  4.  (3). 
From  the  immutability  of  God's  prefent  demands ,  §  5. 
(4).  From  the  tendency  which  delay  has  to  make  a 
compliance  with  thefe  demands  more  difficult  than  it 
is  at  prefent,  §  6.  (5).  From  the  danger  of  God's  with¬ 
drawing  his  Spirit ,  compared  with  the  dreadful  cafe  of 
a  fin ner  given  up  by  it,  §  7.  ;  which  probably  is  now 
the  cafe  of  many,  §  8.  Since,  therefore,  on  the  whole , 
whatever  the  event  be,  delays  muft  prove  matter  of  la¬ 
mentation,  §  9.  The  chapter  concludes  with  an  exhor¬ 
tation  again ft  yielding  to  them.,  §  iq,  j  and  a  prayer 
againft  temptations  of  that  kind, 

§  t*  T  HOPE  my  laft  addrefs  fo  far  awakened  the  con- 
A  victions  of  my  reader,  as  to  bring  him  to  this  pur- 
pofe,  44  That  fome  time  or  other  he  would  attend  to  reli- 
44  gious  considerations.’*  But  give  me  leave  to  afk  earned- 
ly  and  pun  dually,  44  When  that  Shall  be  ?” — Go  thy  way 
for  this  44  time,  and  at  a  more  convenient  feafon  I  will 
44  fend  for  thee,”  was  the  language  and  the  ruin  of  un¬ 
happy  Felix  (a),  when  he  trembled  under  the  reafonings 

(a)  AflsXXlV' 


(c)  Matth .  iii.  9*- 
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Sind  expodulations  of  the  Apodle.  The  tempter  prefumed 
not  to  urge  that  he  fliould  give  up  all  thoughts  of  repent¬ 
ance  and  reformation  j  but  only  that,  confidering  the  pre¬ 
dent  hurry  of  his  affairs,  (as  no  doubt  they  were  many,) 
he  fliould  defer  it  to  a  longer  day.  The  artifice  fucceed- 
ed,  and  Felix  was  undone. 

§  2.  Will  you  reader,  difmifs  me  thus  ?  For  your  own 
f  ake,  and  out  of  tender  companion  to  your  perifhing  im¬ 
mortal  foul,  I  would  not  willingly  take  up  fuch  a  difmifli- 
©n  and  exeufe.  No,  not  though  you  Ihould  fix  a  time  j 
though  you  fliould  determine  on  the  next  year,  or  month, 
or  week,  or  day,  1  would  turn  upon  you,  with  all  the  ea- 
gemefs  and  tendernefs  of  friendly  importunity,  and  intreat 
you  to  bring  the  matter  to  an  iifiie  even  now  ;  for  if  you 
fay,  4k  I  will  think  on  thefe  things  to-morrow, ,r  I  fhall  have 
little  hope,  and  lhall  conclude,  that  all  that  I  have  hither¬ 
to  urged,  and  all  that  you  have  read,  hath  been  offered  and 
viewed  in  vain. 

§  3.  When  I  invite  you  to  the  care  and  practice  of  re¬ 
ligion,  it  may  feem  ff range  that  it  fliould  be  neceflary  for  me 
affectionately  to  plead  the  cafe  with  you,  in  order  to  your 
immediate  regard  and  compliance.  What  I  am  inviting 
you  to  is  fo  noble  and  excellent  in  itfelf,  fo  well  worthy 
the  dignity  of  our  rational  nature,  fo  datable  to  it,  fo  man¬ 
ly,  and  fo  wife,  that  one  would  imagine  you  fliould  take 
fire,  as  it  vrere  at  the  very  hearing  of  it ;  yea,  and  fo  de¬ 
lightful  a  view  fliould  prefentl}^  podefsyour  whole  foul  with 
a  kind  of  indignation  againit  yourfelf  that  you  purfued  it 
110  fooner.  44  May  I  up  lift  mine  eyes  and  my  foul  to 
44  God  ?  may  I  devote  myfelf  to  him?  may  I  even  now 
44  commence  a  friendfliip  with  him,  a  friendfhip  which  fhall 
44  lad  forever,  the  fecurity,  the  delight,  the  glory  of  this 
44  immortal  nature  of  mine  ?  And  fhall  I  draw  back,  and 
44  fay,  Neverthelefs,  let  me  not  commence  this  friendfliip 
44  too  foon  :  let  me  live  at  lead  a  few  weeks,  or  a  few  days 
44  longer,  without  God  in  the  world  ?”  Surely  it  would  be 
much  more  reafonable  to  turn  inward,  and  fay,  44  Oh,  my 
44  foul,  on  what  vile  hulks  had  thou  been  feeding,  while 

thine  heavenly  Father  hath  been  forfaken  and  injured  ? 
w  Shall  I  defire  to  multiply  the  days  of  my  poverty,  my  fcan- 
4i  dal,  and  my  mifery  ?”  On  this  principle  furely,  an  im¬ 
mediate  return  to  God,  fliould,  in  allreafon,  be  chofen,;ra- 
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ther  than  to  play  the  fool  any  longer,  and  go  on  a  little 
more  to  difpleafe  God,  and  thereby  to  ftarve  and  wound 
your  own  foul,  even  though  your  continuance  in  life  were 
ever  fo  certain,  and  your  capacity  to  return  to  God  and  your 
duty  ever  fo  entirely  in  your  own  power  now,  and  in  every 
future  moment  j  through  fcores  of  years  yet  to  come. 

§  4.  But  who,  or  what  are  you,  that  you  fhould  lay 
your  account  for  years,  or  for  months  to  come  ?  u  What 
“  is  your  life  ?”  Is  it  not  u  even  as  a  vapour  that  appear- 
“  eth  for  a  little  time,  and  then,  vanidieth  away  ( b )  ?”  And 
what  is  your  fecurity,  or  what  is  your  peculiar  warrant, 
that  youlhould  thus  depend  upon  the  certainty  of  its  conti¬ 
nuance  ?  and  that  fo  abfolutely  as  to  venture,  as  it  were, 
to  pawn  your  foul  upon  it  ?  Why’,  you  will  perhaps  fay, 
u  I  am  young,  and  in  all  my  bloom  and  vigour :  I  fee 
44  hundreds  about  me,  who  are  more  than  double  my  age, 
and  not  a  few  of  them  who  feem  to  think  it  too  foon  to 
“  attend  to  religion  yet.”  You  view  the  living.,  and  you 
talk  thus :  but,  I  befeech  you,  think  of  the  dead.  Re¬ 
turn  in  your  thoughts  to  thofe  graves,  in  which  you  hav& 
left  fome  of  your  young  companions  and  your  friends.  You 
faw  them  a  while  ago  gay  and  active  ;  warm  with  life,  and 
hopes,  and  fchemes;  and  fome  of  them  would  have  thought 
a  friend  flrangely  importunate  that  fhouldhave  interrupted 
them  in  their  bufmefs,  and  their  pleafures,  with  a  folemn 
lecture  of  death  and  eternity :  yet  they  were  then  on  the 
very  borders  of  both.  You  have  fince  feen  their  corpfes, 
or  at  lead:  their  coffins  ;  and  probably  carried  about  with 
you  the  badges  of  mourning  which  you  received  at  their  fu¬ 
nerals.  Thofe  once  vigorous,  and,  perhaps,  beautiful  bo¬ 
dies  of  theirs,  now  lying  mouldering  in  the  dud:,  as  fenfelef* 
and  helplefs  as  the  mod:  decrepid  pieces  of  human  nature 
which  fourfeore  years  ever  brought  down  to  it.  And 
what  is  infinitely  more  to  be  regarded,  their  fouls,  whether 
prepared  for  this  great  change,  or  thoughtlefs  of  it,  have 
made  their  appearance  before  God,  and  are,  at  this  mo¬ 
ment,  fixed  either  in  heaven  or  in  hell.  Now,  let  me  feri- 
ouflyafkyou,  Would  it  be  miraculous,  or  would  it  be 
flrange,  if  fuch  an  event  diould  befall  you  ?  How  are  you 
fare  that  fome  fatal  difeafe  diall  not  this  day  begin  t$ 
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v/ork  in  your  veins  ?  How  are  you  fure  that  you  fhall 
ever  be  capable  of  reading  or  thinking  any  more,  if  you 
do  not  attend  to  what  you  now  read,  and  purfue  the 
thought  which  is  now  offering  itfelf  to  your  mind  ?  This 
fudden  alteration  may,  at  leaf!  poflibly  happen  ;  and  if  it 
does,  it  will  be  to  you  a  terrible  one  indeed.  To  be  thus 
furprifed  into  the  prefence  of  a  forgotten  God  m7  to  be  tom 
away,  at  once,  from  a  world,  to  which  your  whole  heart 
and  foul  has  been  rivetted  ;  a  world,  which  has  engrofled 
ail  your  thoughts  and  cares,  all  your  defires  and  purfuits; 
and  be  fixed  in  a  ftate,  which  you  could  never  be  fo  far  per- 
fuaded  to  think  of,  as  to  fpend  fo  much  as  one  hour  in 
ferious  preparation  for  it ;  how  muft  you  even  fhudder  at 
the  apprehenfion  of  it,  and  with  what  horror  muft  it  fill 
you  ?  It  feems  matter  of  wonder,  that,  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  you  are  not  almoft  diftra&ed  with  the  thoughts  of 
the  uncertainty  of  life,  and  are  not  even  ready  to  die  for 
fear  of  death.  To  trifle  with  God  any  longer,  after  fo  fo- 
lemn  an  admonition  as  this,  would  be  a  circumftance  of  ad¬ 
ditional  provocation,  which,  after  all  the  reft,  might  be  fa¬ 
tal  :  nor  is  there  any  thing  that  you  can  exped  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  but  that  he  fhould  cut  you  off  immediately,  and 
teach  other  thoughtlefs  creatures,  by  your  ruin,  what  a  ha¬ 
zardous  experiment  they  make  when  they  ad  as  you  are 
ading. 

§  5.  And  will  you,  after  all,  run  this  defperate  rifle  ? 
For  what  imaginable  purpofe  can  you  do  it  ?  Do  you  think 
thebufmefs  of  religion  will  become  lefsneceftary,  or  more 
eafy,  by  your  delay  ?  You  know  that  it  will  not.  You 
know,  that  whatever  the  blefled  God  demands  now,  he 
will  alfo  demand  twenty  or  thirty  years  hence,  if  you 
fhould  live  to  lee  the  time.  God  hath  fixed  the  method, 
in  which  he  will  pardon  and  accept  finners,  in  hisgofpel. 
And,  will  he  ever  alter  that  method?  or,  if  he  will  not, 
Can  men  alter  it  ?  You  like  not  to  think  of  repenting,  and 
humbling  yourfelf  before  God,  to  receive  righteoufnefs  and 
life  from  his  free  grace  in  Chrift  ;  and  you  above  all  dif- 
like  the  thought  of  returning  to  God  in  the  ways  of  holy 
obedience.  But  will  he  ever  difpenfe  with  any  ofthefe, 
and  publifh  a  new  gofpel,  with  promifes  of  life  and  falvati- 
on  to  impenitent  unbelieving  finners,  if  they  will  but  call 
themfelves  Chriftians,  and  fubmit  to  a  few  external  rites  ? 
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How  long  do  you  think  you  might  wait  for  fuch  a  change 
in  the  conftitution  of  things?  You  know  death  will  come 
upon  you  ?  and  you  cannot  but  know  in  your  own  com- 
fcience,  that  a  general  dillblution  will  come  upon  the 
world  long  before  God  can  thus  deny  himlelf,  and  contra- 
die!  all  his  perfections,  and  ail  his  declarations  . 

§  6.  Or,  if  his  demands  continue  the  fame,  as  they  af- 
furedly  will,  do  you  think  any  thing,  which  is  now  difa- 
greeable  to  you  in  them,  will  be  lefs  difagreeable  here¬ 
after  than  it  is  at  prefent  ?  Shall  you  live  fmlefs,  when  it 
is  become  more  habitual  to  you,  and  when  confcience  is 
yet  more  enfeebled  and  debauched?  If  you  are  “  running 
u  with  the  footmen  and  fainting,  fhallyou  be  able  to  con- 
tend  with  the  horfemen  (e)  ?”  Surely  you  cannot  ima¬ 
gine  it.  You  would  not  fay  in  any  diftemper  which  threat¬ 
ened  your  life,  “  I  will  flay  till  I  grow  a  little  worfe,  and 
then  I  will  apply  to  aphyfician:  I  will  let  my  difeafe 
get  a  little  more  rooting  in  my  vitals,  and  then  I  will 
“  try  what  can  be  done  to  remove  it.”  No  ;  it  is  only 
where  the  life  of  the  foul  is  concerned  that  men  think  thus 
wildly :  the  life  and  health  of  the  body  appear  too  preci¬ 
ous  to  be  thus  trifled  away. 

§  7.  If  after  fuch  defperate  experiments,  you  are  ever 
recovered,  it  mult  be  by  an  operation  of  divine  grace  on 
your  foul,  yet  more  powerful  and  more  wonderful,  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  increafing  inveteracy  of  your  lpiritual  mala¬ 
dies.  And  can  you  expert  that  the  Holy  Spirit  Jfhould  be 
more  ready  to  aflift  you,  in  confequence  of  your  having  fo 
fhamefully  trifled  with  him,  and  affronted  him  1  he  is  now, 
In  fome  meafurc,  moving  on  your  heart  :  if  you  feel  any 
fecret  relentings  in  it  upon  what  you  read,  it  is  a  fign  you 
are  not  yet  utterly  forfaken  :  but  who  can  tell  whether  thefe 
are  not  the  lafl  touches  he  will  ever  give  to  a  heart  fo  long 
hardened  agaijift  him  ?  Who  can  tell  but  God  may  this 
day  “  fwear  in  his  wrath,  that  you 'fhall not  enter  into  his 
u  reft  (d'j  ?”  I  have  been  telling  you  that  you  may  immedi¬ 
ately  die.  You  own  that  poflibly  you  may.  And  can  you 
think  of  any  thing  more  terrible  ?  Yes,  flnner,  I  will  tell  * 
you  of  one  thing  more  dreadful  than  immediate  death,  and 
■immediate  damnation.  The  bleiled  God  may  fay,  u  As 

•(c)  Jer*  xii.  5.'  (d)  Heb.  iii.  1 8. 
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t(  for  that  wretched  creature,  who  has  fo  long  trifled  with 
44  me,  and  provoked  me,  let  him  ftill  live  :  let  him  live  in 
44  the  mid  ft  of  profperity  and  plenty  :  let  him  live  under 
44  the  pureft  and  moft  powerful  ordinances  of  the  gofpel 
44  too  ;  that  he  may  abufe  them,  to  aggravate  his  condem- 
44  nation,  and  die  under  feven-fold  guilt,  and  -a  feven-lold 
44  curfe.  I  will  not  give  him  the  grace  to  think  of  his 
44  ways  for  one  ferious  moment  more  ;  but  he  fliall  go  on  • 
44  from  bad  to  worfe,  filling  up  the  meafure  of  his  iniqui- 
44  ties  till  death  and  deftrutfiion  feize  him  in  an  unexpeded 
44  hour,  and  wrath  come  upon  him  to  the  uttermofl 

§8.  You  think  this  is  an  uncommon  cafe  ;  but  I  fear 
it  is  much  otherwife.  I  fear  there  are  few  congregations 
where  the  word  of  God  has  been  faithfully  preached,  and 
where  it  has  been  long  defpifed,  efpecially  by  thofe  whom 
it  had  once  awakened,  in  which  the  eye  of  God  does  not 
fee  a  number  of  fuch  wretched  fouls ;  though  it  is  impofli- 
ble  for  us  to  pronounce  upon  the  cafe  who  they  are. 

§  9.  I  pretend  not  to  fay  how  he  will  deal  with  you, 
oh  reader;  whether  he  will  immediately  cut  you  off',  or 
feal  you  up  under  finalhardnefs  and  impenitency  of  heart ; 
or  whether  his  grace  may,  at  length,  awaken  you,  to  con- 
iider  your  ways,  and  to  return  to  him,  even  when  youi 
heart  is  grown  yet  more  obdurate  than  it  is  at  prefent  :  for 
to  his  almighty  grace  nothing  is  hard,  not  even  to  trans¬ 
form  a  rock  or  marble  into  a  man  and  a  faint.  But  this  l 
will  confidently  fay,  That  if  you  delay  any  longer  the 
time  will  come  when  you  will  bitterly  repent  of  that  delay : 
and  either  lament  it  before  God  in  the  angudh  of  your 
heart  here,  or  curfe  your  own  folly  and  madnefs  m  hell ; 
vea,  when  you  will  wifh  that,  dreadful  as  hell  is,  you  had 
rather  fallen  into  it  fooner,  than  have  lived  in  the  midftof 
fo  many  abufed  mercies,  to  render  the  degrees  of  your  pu- 
niihment  more  infupportable,  and  your .fenffi  of  it  more  ex- 

quifitely  tormenting.  . 

§  r  o.  I  do  therefore  earneftly  exhort  you,  m  the  name 

of  our  Lord.jefus  Chrift,  and  by  the  worth,  and,  if  I  may 
fo  fpeak,  by  the  blood  of  your  immortal  and  penlhmg  foul, 
that  you  delay  not  a  day  or  an  hour  longer.  Far  foom 
giving  deep  to  your  eyes,  or  dumber  to  your  eyelids  (/  ) , 


u 


(e)  1  Thef  ii.  16. 
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in  the  continued  negled  of  this  important  concern  u  take 
«  with  you,”  even  now,  u  words,  and  turn  unto  the  Lord 
“  (g)  and  before  you  quit  the  place  where  you  now 
are,  fall  upon  your  knees  in  his  facred  prefence,  and  pour 
out  your  heart  in  fuch  language,  or  at  lead  to  tome  inch 
purpofe  as  this. 

A  Pr  ayer  for  one  who  is  tempted  to  Delay  applying  to 
Religion,  though  under  fame  Conviction  of  its  Import¬ 
ance. 

OH  thou  righteous  and  holy  Sovereign  ol  heaven  and 
earth  !  thou  “  God  in .  whofe  hand  my  breath  is, 
and  whofe  are  all  my  ways  (/z)  I  confels  I  have  been 
far  from  glorifying  thee,  or  conducting  myfelf  according 
to  the  intimations,  or  the  declarations  of  thy  will.  I  have 
therefore  reafon  to  adore  thy  forbearance  and  goodnef , 
that  thou  haft  not  long  fince  flopped  my  breath,  and  “  cut 
ii  me  off  from  the  land  of  the  living.”  I  adore  thy  pati¬ 
ence,  that  I  have  not  months  and  years  ago  been  an  inha¬ 
bitant  of  hell ;  where  ten  thoufand  delaying  tinners  are  now 
lamenting  their  folly,  and  will  be  lamenting  it  for  ever. 
Rut,  O  God,  how  polfible  is  it,  that  this  trilling  heart  of 
mine  may,  at  length,  betray  me  into  the  fame  ruin  1  and 
then,  alas,  into  a  ruin  aggravated  by  all  this  patience  and 
forbearance  of  thine "l  I  am  convinced  that,  fooner  or  later, 
religion  mud  be  my  ferious  care,  or  I  am  undone  :  and 
yet  my  foolifh  heart  draws  back  from  the  yoke  :  yet  I 
dretch  myfelf  upon  the  bed  of  doth,  and  cry  out  for  a 
u  little. more  deep,  a  little  more  dumber,  a  little  more  fold- 
Ci  ing  of  the  hands  to  deep  (z’j.”  ,  Thus  does  my  corrupt 
heart  plead  for  its  own  indulgence  a  gain  d  the  convictions  of 
my  better  judgment.  What  dnall  I  fay?  O  Lord,  lave 
me  from  rrivfelf  !  fave  me  from  the  artifices  and  deceltf  • 
nefs'of  fin  :  fave  me  from  the  treachery  of  this  perverse 
and  degenerate  nature  of  mine,  and  fix  upon  my  mind  what 
I  have  now  been  reading  ! 

O  Lord,  am  I  not  now  indruded  in  truths  which  were 
before  quite  unknown?  Often  have  I  been  warned  of  the 
uncertainty  of  life,  and  of  the  greater  uncertainty,  of  the 

(V)  Hof  xiv.  2.  (/z)  Dan.  v.  23.  (/)  Prov.v i.  10/ 
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day  c f  Jdlvation  :  and  I  have  formed  fome  light  purpofes, 
and  have  begun  to  take  a  few  irrefolute  heps  in  my  way  to¬ 
wards  a  return  unto  thee.  But,  alas !  I  have  been  only, 
as  it  were,  fluttering  about  religion,  and  have  never  fixed 
upon  it.  All  my  resolutions  have  been  fcattered  like 
i inoke,  or  difperfed  like  a  cloudy  vapour  before  the  wind. 
Oh,  that  thou  wouldeft  now  bring  thefe  things  home  to  my 
heart  with  a  more  powerful  conviction  than  it  hath  ever  yet 
felt  !  Oh,  that  thou  wouidefl  purfue  me  with  them,  even 
when  I  flee  from  them,  if  I  fhould  ever  grow  mad  enough 
to  endeavour  to  efcape  them  .any  more  1  May  thy  Spirit 
addrefs  mein  the  language  of  effectual  terror  and  add  all 
the  mofl  powerful  methods  which  thou  knoweft  to  be  ne- 
ceflary,  to  awaken  me  from  this  lethargy,  which  mull 
otherwifebe  mortal  l  May  the  found  of  thefe  things  be  in 
mine  ears,  u  when  I  go  out,  and  when  I  come  in,  when  I 
u  lie  down,' and  when  I  rife  up  [k)  1”  And  if  the  repofe  of 
the  night,  and  the  buflnefs  of  the  day  be  for  a  while  in¬ 
terrupted  by  the  impreflion,  be  it  fo,  O  Cod  !  if  I  may  but 
thereby  carry  on  my  buflnefs  with  thee  to  better  purpofe, 
and  at  length  fecure  a  repofe  in  thee,  inftead  of  all  that  ter¬ 
ror  which  now  I  find,  when  “  I  think  upon  God  *md  am 
troubled  (/).” 

O  Lord,  u  my  flefli  trembleth  for  fear  of  thee,  and  I  am 
«  afraid  of  thy  judgments  (m)”  I  am  afraid,  left,  even 
how,  that  I  have  begun  to  think  of  religion,  thou  fhould 
cut  me  off  in  this  critical  and  important  moment,  before  my 
thoughts  grow  to  any  ripenefs;  and  blaft  in  eternal  death 
the  firfl  buddings  and  openings  of  it  in  my  mind.  But, 
oh,  fp are  me,  I  earneftly  intreat  thee  ;  for  thy  mercy’s  fake, 
fpare  me  a  little  longer  1  It  may  be,  through  thy  grace,  I 
lb  all  return.  It  may  be,  if  thou  continued  thy  patience 
towards  me  a  while  longer,  there  may  be  fome  better  fruit 
produced  by  this  u  cumberer  of  the  ground  («).”  And 
may  the  remembrance  of  that  long  forbearance,  which  thou 
haft  already  exercifed  towards  me,  prevent  my  continuing 
to  trifle  with  thee,  and  with  my  own  foul  1  from  this  day, 
O  Lord,  from  this  hour,  from  this  moment,  may  I  be  able 

(A)  Dent.  vi.  7-  (l)  pfalm  Ixxvii.  3."' 

\m)  Pfalm  cxix,  120.  («)  Luke  xiii.  7>  8> 
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to  date  more  lalting  impreflions  of  religion  than  have  ever 
vet  been  made  upon  my  heart  by  all  that  I  have  ever  read,- 
or  all  that  I  have  heard  !  Amen . 

C  H  A  P .  IV, 

The  Sinner  arraigned  and  convicted. 

Conviction  of  guilt  necejfary,  §  1.  A  charge  of  rebellion 
againft  God  advanced ,  §  2.  Where  it  is  fhewn ,  (ij. 
That  all -men  are  born  unto  God's  law,  §  3.  (2). 

That  no  man  hath  perfectly  kept  it-  §  4.  An  appeal 
to  the  reader's  confcience  on  this  head,  that  he  hath  nots 
§  5.  (3).  That  to  have  broken  it  is  an  evil  inex- 

p  re  fib  l y  great,  §  6.  :  III  Lift  rated  by  a  more  particular 
view  of  the  aggravations  of  this  guilt,  arijing ,  (1 ) . 

From  knowledge,  §  7 .  (2).  From  divine  favours  re¬ 

ceived,  §  8.  (3).  From  convictions  of  confcience  over¬ 
borne,  §  9.  (4).  From  the  ft rivings  of  God's  Spirit 

refifted,  §  10.  (5).  From  vows andrefolutions broken, 
§  11.  The  charge  fummed  up,  and  left  upon  thejinner's 
confcience,  §  12.  The  finner's  confefion  under  a  ge¬ 
neral  conviction  of  guilt . 

§  1 .  A  S  I  am  attempting  to  lead  you  to  true  religion, 
Jljl  and  not  merely  to  fome  fuperflcial  form  ofu, 

I  am  lenfible  I  can  do  it  no  othenvife  than  in  the  way  of 
deep  humiliation.  And  therefore,  fuppoflng  you  are  per- 
fuaded,  through  the  divine  bleflmg  on  what  you  have  be¬ 
fore  read,  to  take  it  into  confideration,  I  would  now  en¬ 
deavour  in  the  £rf>  place,  with  all  the  ierioufnefs  I  can,  to 
make  you  heartily  fenfible  of  your  guilt  before  God.  For 
I  well  know,  that  unlefs  you  are  convinced  of  this,  and  af¬ 
fected  with  the  conviction,  all  the  provifions  of  gofpel  grace 
will  be  flighted,  and  your  foul  infallibly  deflroyed  in  the 
niidfl  of  the  noblefl:  means  appointed  for  its  recovery.  I 
am  fully  perfuaded  that  thoufands  live  and  die  in  a  courfe 
of  fln,  without  feeling  upon  their  hearts  any  fen fe  that  they 
are  fin  tiers  ;  though  they  cannot,  for  flianie,  but  own  it 
in  words#  And  therefore  let  me  deal  faithfully  with  you- 
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though  I  may  Teem  to  deal  roughly ;  for  complaifance  is 
not  to  give  law  to  addreiles  in  which  the  life  of  your  foul  is 
concerned. 

§  2 .  Permit  me,  therefore,  O  fmner,  to  confider  myfelf 
at  this  time  as  an  advocate  for  God;  as  one  employed  in 
his  name  to  plead  againft  thee,  and  to  charge  thee  with 
nothing  lefs  than  being  a  rebel  and  a  traitor  againft  the  fo- 
vereign  Majefty  of  heaven  and  earth.  However  thou 
mayeil  be  dignified  or  diitinguifhed  among  men  ;  if  the 
nobleft  blood  run  in  thy  veins ;  if  thy  feat  were  among 
princes,  and  thine  arm  were,  u  the  terror  of  the  mighty 
u  in  the  land  of  the  living  ( a )  ;”  it  would  be  necelfary 
thou  fliouldeft  be  told,  and  told  plainly,  thou  haft  broken 
the  u  law  of  the  King  of  kings,”  and  by  the  breach  of  it 
art  become  obnoxious  to  his  righteous  condemnation. 

§  3 .  Y our  confcienee  tells  you,  that  you  were  born  the 
natural  fubjeft  of  God  *.  born  under  the  indifpenfible  obli¬ 
gations  of  his  law.  For  it  is  moil  apparent,  that  the  confti- 
tuiion  of  your  rational  nature,  which  makes  you  capable  of 
receiving  law  from  God,  binds  you  to  obey  it.  And  it  is 
equally  evident  and  certain,  thatyouhave  not  exactly  obey¬ 
ed  this  law;  nay,  that  you  have  violated  it  in  inany  ag¬ 
gravated  in  dances. 

§  4.  Will  you  dare  to  deny  this  ?  Will  you  dare  to 
allert  your  innocence  ?’  Remember,  it  muft  be  a  complete 
innocence  ;  yea,  and  a  perfedt  righteoufnefs  too  ;  or  it  can 
Hand  you  in  no  Read,  farther  than  to  prove  that,  though  a 
condemned  fmner,  you  are  not  quite  fo  criminal  as  fome 
others,  and  will  not  have  quite  fo  hot  a  place  m  hell  as 
they.  And  when  this  is  confidered,  will  you  plead  not 
gu  Ity  to  the  charge  ?  Search  the  records  of  your  own  con¬ 
fidence,  for  God  feareheth.  them  :  alk  it  ferioully,  “  Have 
u  you  never  in  vour  lives  finned  againft  God  r”  Solomon 
declared,  that,  in  his  day,  “  there  was  not  a  juft  man  up- 
u  on  the  earth,  who  did  good,  and  firmed  not  (b)  :”  and 
the  apoftle  Paul,  that  “  all  had  fnried  and  come  fhort  of 
“  the  glory  of  God  (e)  :”that,  “  both  Jews  and  Gentiles,”' 
(which,  you  know,  comprehended  the  whole  human  race) 
“  were  all  under  fin  (d).”  And  can  you  pretend  any 

(a)  E zek.  xxxii.  27.  (&)  Eccl.  vii.  2c. 

(c)  Rom.  Ill  23.  (d)  Rom.  ill.  9’ 
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imaginable  reafon  to  believe  the  world  is  grown  fo  much 
better  fmce  their  days,  that  any  fhould  now  plead  their  own 
cafe  as  an  exception  ?  Or  will  you,  however,  prefume  to 
arife,  in  the  face  of  the  omnifcient  Majefly  of  heaven,  and 
fay,  44  I  am  the  man.” 

§  5.  Supposing,  as  before,  you  have  been  free  from 
thole  grofs  afts  of  immorality,  which  are  io  pernicious  to 
fociety,  that  they  have  generally  been  punifliable  by  hu¬ 
man  laws;  can  you  pretend  that  you  have  not,  in  fmaller 
inflances,  violated  the  rules  of  piety,  of  temperance,  and  of 
charity?  Is  there  any  one  perfon,  who  has  intimately 
known  you,  that  would  not  be  able  to  teftify  you  had  laid 
or  done  fomethtng  amils  ?  Or,  if  others  could  not  convift 
you,  would  not  your  own  heart  do  it  ?  Does  it  not  prove 
you  guilty  of  pride,  ofpaffion,  of  fenfuality,  of  an  excefive 
fondneis  for  the  world  and  its  enjoyments :  of  murmuring, 
or  at  leaft  of  fecretly  repining  againfc  God  under  the  ftrokes 
of  an  afflictive  providence  ;  of  mifpending  a  great  deal  of 
your  time  ;  of  abuling  the  gifts  of  God’s  bounty  to  vain,  if 
not  (in  fome  inifauces)  to  pernicious  purpofes;  of  mock¬ 
ing  him  when  you  have  pretended  to  engage  in  his  worfhipr 
44  drawing  near  to  him  with  your  mouth  and  your  lips,, 
“  while  your  heart  has  been  far  from  him  (e)  ?”  Does  not 
conference  condemn  you  of  fome  one  breach  of  the  law  at 
leaf!  :  And,  by  one  breach  of  it,  you  are,  in  a  fenfe, 
fcriptural  fenfe,  u  become  guilty  of  all  (/)  and  are  as 
incapable  of  being  juffified  before  God  by  any  obedience 
of  your  own,  as  if  you  had  committed  ten  thouiand  offen¬ 
ces.  But, in  reality,  there  are  ten  thoufand  and  more  charge-* 
able  to  your  account.  When  you  come  to  relief!  on  all 
your  fins  of  negligence,  as  wrell  as  thofe  of  commiffion  .5; 
on  all  the  inflances  in  which  you  have  44  failed  to  do  good, 
44  when  it  was  in  the  power  of  your  hand  to  do  it  (g)  f  on 
all  the  inflances  in  which  a  els  of  devotion  have  been  omit¬ 
ted,  efpccially  in  fecret ;  and  on  all  thofe  cafes  in  which 
you  have  fhewna  flupid  difregard  to  the  honour  of  God, 
and  to  the  temporal  and  eternal  happlnefs  of  youtr  fellow 
creatures  ;  when  all  theie,  I  fay,  are  reviewed,  the  number 
will  fwell  beyond  poffibility  of  account,  and  force  you  to- 
ery  out,  64  Mine  iniquities  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  my 

( e )  Ifa .  xxix.  13.  (f)  James  Yu  10,  (g)  Prov.  iih  27, 
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“  head  (h).”  They  will  appear  in  fuch  a  light  before  you, 
that  your  own  heart  will  charge  you  with  co untie  fs  multi¬ 
tudes  ;  and  how  much  more  then  “  that  God  who  is  great- 
44  erthan  your  heart,  and  knoweth  all  things  (/)  .!” 

§  6.  And  fay,  fmner,  is  it  a  little  thing  that  you  have- 
prefumed  to  fet  light  by  the  authority  of  the  God  of  hea¬ 
ven,  and  to  violate  his  law,  if  it  had  been  by  mere  carelelP 
nefs  and  inattention  ?  how  much  more  heinous,  therefore, 
is  the  guilt,  when  in  fo  many  inflances  you  have  done  it 
knowingly  and  wilfully  ?  Give  me  leave  ferioully  to  afk 
you,  and  let  me  intreat  you  to  atk  your  own  foul,  “  Againfr 
u  whom  hah  thou  magnified  thyfelf?  Againft  whom  had 
thou  exalted  thy  voice  (k)  ?”  or  lifted  up  thy  rebellious 
hand  ?  On  whofe  law,  oh  /inner,  haft  thou  prefumed  to 
trample  ?  And  whofe  friendfhip  and  whofe  enmity  haft 
thou  therefore  dared  to  affront  ?  Is  it  a  man  like  thyfelf 
that  thou  liaff  intuited  ?  is  it  only  a  temporal  monarch? 
Only  one  “  who  can  kill  the  body,  and  then  hath  no  more 
44  power  that  he  can  do  (/)  ?”  Nay,  fmner,  thou  wouldeft 
not  have  dared  to  treat  a  temporal  prince  as  thou  haft  treat¬ 
ed  the  “  King  eternal,  immortal,  and  invifible  (m)”  No 
price  could  have  hired  thee  to  deal  by  the  majefty  of  an 
earthly  fovereign,  as  thou  haft  dealt  bv  thy  God,  before 
vchom  the  cherubim  and  feraphim  are  continually  bowing. 
Not  one  oppofmg,  or  complaining,  difputing,  or  murmur¬ 
ing  word  is  heard  among  all  the  celeftial  legions  when  the 
intimations  of  his  will  are  publifhed  to  them  ;  and  who  art 
thou,  oh  wretched  man,  who  art  thou  that  thou  fhouldelt 
oppofe  him  ?  that  thou  fhouldeft  oppofe  and  provoke  a  God 
of  infinite  power  and  terror,  who  needs  but  exert  one  fmgle 
a<5t  of  his  fovereign  will,  and  thou  art  in  a  moment  ftripped 
of  every  poffellion  ;  cut  off  from  every  hope  ;  deftroyed  and 
rooted  up  from  exigence,  if  that  were  his  pleafure ;  op. 
what  is  inconceivably  worfe.,  configned  over  to  the  fevereft 
and  in  oft  lafting  agonies?  Yet  this  is  the  God  whom  thou 
haft  offended;  whom  thou  haft  affronted  to  his  face,  pre¬ 
fuming  to  violate  his  exprefs  laws  in  his  very  prefence : 
this  is  the  God  before  whom  thou  ftandeft  as  a  convicted 
<*riminal convicted,  not  of  one  or  two  particular  offences^ 

(h)  Pfalm  xh  12.  (/)  1  John  iii.  20.  (k)  2  Kings* ix.  22., 
(/)  Luke  xii.  A  •  {m)  1  Tim,  1.  17 . 
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but  of  thoufands  and  of  ten  thoufands :  of  a  courfe  and  fe- 
ries  of  rebellions  and  provocation?,  in  which  thou  haft  per- 
fifted,  more  or  lefs,  ever  fmee  thou  wait  born  :  ana  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  which  have  been  attended  with  almoft  every  con¬ 
ceivable  circumffance  of  aggravation.  Reflect  on  particu¬ 
lars,  and  deny  the  charge  if  you  can. 

§  7.  If  knowledge  be  an  aggravation  of  guilt,  thy 
guilt,  O  Tinner,  is  greatly  aggravated  ?  For  thou  waft  born 
in  Immanuel’s  land,  and  God  hath  u  written  to  thee  the 

great  things  or  his  law,  yet  thou  haft  accounted  them 
**  as  a  ft  range  thing  (72).”  u  Thou  haft  known  to  do  good 
“  and  haft  not  done  it  (0)  $”  and  therefore  to  thee  the 
omiffio'n  of  it  has  been  fin  indeed.  “  Haft  thou  not  knowir? 
“  haft  thou  not  heard  (p)  ?”  waft  thou  not  early  taught 
the  will  of  God  in  thine  infant  years  ?  Haft  thou  not  fine© 
received  repeated  leflons,  by  which  it  has  been  inculcated 
again  and  again,  in  public  and  in  private,  by  preaching  and 
reading  the  word  of  God?  nay,  hath  it  not  been  thy  duty, 
in  fome  inffances,  fo  plain,  that  even  without  any  inftruc- 
tion  at  all  thy  own  reafon  might  eafily  have  inferred  it  ? 
and  haft  thou  not  alfo  been  warned  of  the  ccnfequences  of 
difobedience  ?  Haft  thou  not  “  known  the  righteous  judg- 
u  ment  of  God,  that  they  who  commit  Rich  things  are  wer- 
“  thy  of  death  ?  yet  thou  haft,  perhaps,  not  only  done  the 
“  fame,  but  haft  taken  plea  fur  e  ih  thofe  that  do  them  (q)f 
haft  chofen  them  for  thy  molt  intimate  friends  and  compa¬ 
nions  ;  fo  as  thereby  to  ftrengthen,  by  the  force  of  example 
and  converfe,  the  hands  of  each  other  in  your  iniquities. 

§  8.  Nay,  more,  if  divine  love  and  mercy  be  any  ag¬ 
gravation  of  the  fins  committed  againft  it,  thy  crimes,  O 
tinner,  are  heinoufly  aggravated?  Muft  thou  not  acknow¬ 
ledge  it,  O  foolifh  creature,  and  unwife  ?  haft  thou  not 
been  “  nourifhed  and  brought  up  by  him  as  his  child,  and 
u  and  yet  haft  rebelled  againft  him(r)  ?”  did  not  God, 
u  take  you  out  of  the  womb  (j)’?”  did  lie  not  watch  over 
you  in  your  infant  days,  and  guard  you  from  a  multitude 
of  dangers,  which  the  mo  ft  careful  parent  or  nurfe  could 
not  have  obferved  or  warded  off?  Has  he  not  given  you- 
your  rational  powers  ?  and  is  it  not  by  him  von  have  been. 

(«)  Hof  viii.  12.  ( 0 )  James  iv.  17.  (p)  Ifa,  xl.  28. 
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favoured  with  every  opportunity  of  improving  them  ?  has  he 
not  every  day  fupplied  your  wants  with  an  unwearied  libe¬ 
rality  ;  and  added,  with  refped  to  many  who  will  read  this, 
the  delicacies  of  life  to  its  neceflary  fupports?  has  he  not 
V  heard  you  cry  when  trouble  came  upon  you  (/)  and 
frequently  appeared  for. your  deliverance,  when  in  the  dif- 
treiles  of  nature  you  had  called  upon  him  for  help  ?  Has  he 
not  refeued  from  ruin,  when  itfeemed .juft  ready  to  fwallow 
you  up  ;  and  healed  your  difeafes,  when  it  feemed  to  all 
about  you  that  the  u  refidue  of  your  days  were  cut  off  in  the 
midd  (n)  ?”  Or,  if  it  had  not  been  fo,  is  not  this  long  con¬ 
tinued  and  uninterrupted  health,  which  you  have  enjoyed 
for  fo  many  years,  t©  be  .acknowledged  as  an  equivalent 
obligation,  look  around  upon  all  your  podedions,  and  fay 
what  one  thing  have  you  in  the  world  which  his  good- 
nefs  did  not  give  you,  and  which  he  hath  not  thus  far  pre- 
ferved  to  you  ?  Add  to  all  this,  the  kind  notices  of  his  will 
which  he  hath  fent  to  you  ?  the  tender  expodulations  which 
he  hath  ufed  with  you  to  bring  you  to  a  wifer  and  better  tem¬ 
per  )  and  the  difeoveries  and  gracious  invitations  of  his  gof- 
pel,  which  you  have  heard,  and  which  you  have  defpifed  : 
and. then  fay  whether  your  rebellion  has  not  been  aggravat¬ 
ed  by  the  viled  ingratitude,  and  whether  that  aggravation 
can  be  accounted  fmall  ? 

§  9.  Again  if  it  be  any  aggravation  of  fm  to  be  commit¬ 
ted  agakid  confcience,  thy  crimes,  O  fmner,  have  been 
fo  aggravated.  Confultthe  records  of  it,  and  then  difpute 
the  fad  if  thou  can.  u  There  is  a  fpirit  in  man,  and  the 
“  the  infpiration  of  the  Almighty  giveth  him  underdand- 
<£  mg  (w)  and  then  underdanding  will  ad ,  and  a  fe- 
cret  convidion  of  being  accountable  to  its  Maker  and  Pre- 
ferver  is  infepjarably  from  the  adings  of  it.  It  is  eafy  to 
objed  to  human  remondrances,  and  to  give  things  falfe  co¬ 
lourings  before  men  ;  but  the  heart  often  condems,  while 
the  tongue  excufes.  Have  you  not  often  found  it  fo  ;  has 
not  the  confcience  remonflrated  againft  your  pad  condud  ; 
and  have  not  thefe  remondrances  been  very  painful  too  ?  I 
have  been  allured  by  a  gentleman  of  undoubted  credit,  that 
when  he  was  in  the  purluit  of  all  the  gayed  fenfualities  of 
life,  and  was  reckoned  one  of  the  happied  of  mankind, 
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when  he  has  feena  dog  come  into  the  room  where  he  was 
among  his  merry  companions,  he  has  groaned  inwardly 
and  laid,  “Oh  that  I  had  been  that  dog  l”  And  haft  thou, 
O  firmer,  felt  nothing  like  this  ?  has  thy  confcience  been 
fo  ftupified,  lo  “  leared  with  a  hot  iron  (vj,  that  it  has 
never  cried  out  of  any  of  the  violence  which  have  been  done 
in  it  ?  has  it  never  warned  thee  of  the  fatal  confequences  of 
what  thou  haft  done  in  oppofition  to  it  ?  Thefe  warnings 
are,  in  effedt  the  voice  of- God;  they  are  the  admonitions 
which  he  gave  thee  by  his  vicegerent  in  thy  breaft.  And 
•  when  his  fentence  for  thy  evil  works  is  executed  upon  thee 
in  everlafting  death,  thou  flialt  hear  that  voice  ipeaking  to 
thee  again  in  a  louder  tone  and  a  feverer  accent  tharfbefore  : 
and  thou  flialt  be  tormented  with  its  upbraidings  through  e- 
ternity,  becaufe  thou  wouldeft  not  in  time  hearken  to  its  ad¬ 
monitions. 

§  io.  Let  me  add  farther:  If  it  be  any  aggravation 
that  fin  has  been  committed  after  God  has  been  moving 
by  his  Spirit  on  the  mind,  furely  your  fin  has  been  attend¬ 
ed  with  that  aggravation  too.  Under  the  Mofaic  difpenfa- 
tion,  dark  and  imperfedt  as  it  was,  the  Spirit  ftrove  with 
the  Jews;  elfe  Stephen  could  not  have  charged  it  upon 
them  that,  through  all  their  generations,  “  they  had  always 
“  refilled  him  (y).”  Now,  furely  we  may  much  more 
reafonably  apprehend  that  he  ftrives  with  finners  under  the 
gofpel.  And  have  you  never  experienced  any  thing  of 
this  kind,  even  when  there  has  been  no  external  circum- 
ftance  to  awaken  you,  nor  any  pious  teacher  near  you  ? 
have  you  never  perceived  fome  fecret  impulfe  upon  your 
mind,  leading  you  to  think  of  religion,  urging  you  to  an 
immediate  confideration  of  it,  fweetly  inviting  you  to  make 
trial  of  it,  and  warning  you  that  you  would  lament  this 
ftupid  negledt  ?  O  finner,  why  were  not  thefe  happy  moti¬ 
ons  attended  to  ?  why  did  you  not,  as  it  were,  fpread  out 
all  the  fails  of  your  foul  to  catch  that  heavenly,  that  favour¬ 
able  breeze  ?  But  if  you  have  carelefsly  negledled  it :  you 
have  overborne  thefe  kind  influences :  how  reafonably  then 
might  the  fentence  have  gone  forth  in  righteous  difpleafure, 
“  My  Spirit  fliall  no  more  ftrive  (z)  ?”  And,  indeed,  who 
can  fay  that  it  is  not  already  gone  forth  ?  If  you  feel  no 

(x)  i  Tim .  iv.  3.  (y)  Alls  vii.  51.  (z)  Gen,  vi.  3, 
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fiecret  agitation  of  mind,  no  remori-e,  no  awakening,  while 
Vbu  read  fuch  a  remonftrance  as  this,  there  will  be  room, 
great  room,  to  fufpeet  it. 

§  11.  There  is  indeed  one  aggravation  more,  which 
may  not  attend  your  guilt,  I  mean  that  of  being  committed 
againfl  folemn  covenant  engagements :  a  circumftance 
which  has  lain  heavy  on  the  confciences  of  many,  who 
perhaps,  in  the  mean  feries  of  their  lives  have  lerved  God 
with  great  integrity.  But  let  me  call  you  to  think  to  what 
this  is  owing  ?  Is  it  not  that  you  have  never  perlonally  made 
any  folemn  profeffion  of  devoting  yourfelf  to  God  at  all  ? 
have  neyer  done  any  thing  which  has  appeared  to  your  own 
apprehenfion  an  aflioii  by  which  you  made  a  covenant  with 
him ;  though  you  have  heard  lo  much  of  his  covenant, 
though  you  have  been  fo  folemnly  and  fo  tenderly  invited 
to  it  ?  And  in  this  view,  how  monllrous  mud  this  circum- 
fiance  appear,  which  at  firft  was  mentioned  as  fome  allevia¬ 
tion  of  guilt  !  yet  I  mud  add,  that  you  are  not,  perhaps, 
altogether  fo  free  from  guilt  on  this  head  as  you  may  at 
fird  imagine.  I  will  not  infill  on  the  covenant  which  your 
parents  made  in  your  name  when  they  devoted  you  to 
God  in  baptifm  ;  though  it  is  really  a  weighty  matter,  and 
by  calling  yourfelf  a  Chridian  you  have  profeffed  to  own 
and  avow  what  they  then  did  ;  but  I  would  remind  you  of 
what  may  have  been  more  perfonal  and  exprels.  Has  your 
heart  been,  even  from  your  youth,  hardened  to  fo  uncom¬ 
mon  a  degree  that  you  have  never  cried  to  Godin  any  fea- 
fon  of  danger  and  difficulty  ?  and  did  you  never  mingle 
vows  with  tliofe  cries  ?  did  you  never  promile,  that  if  God 
would  hear  and  help  you  in  that  hour  of  extremity,  you 
would  forfake  your  fins,  and  lerve  him  as  long  as  you  liv¬ 
ed  ?  Hq  heard  and  helped  you,  or  you  had  not  been  read¬ 
ing  thefe  lines  ;  and,  by  fuch  deliverance  did,  as  it  were, 
bind  down  your  vows  upon  you:  and  therefore  your  guilt 
in  the  violation  of  them  remains  before  him,  though  you 
are  flupid  enough  to  forget  them.  Nothing  is  fo;  gotten, 
nothing  is  overlooked,  by  him  ;  and  the  day  will  come 
when  the  record  fiiall  be  laid  before  you  too. 

§  12.  And  now,  O  firmer,  think  ferioully  with  thyfelf 
what  defence  thou  wilt  make  to  all  this  \  Prepare  thine  apo¬ 
logy,  call  thy  witnefies ;  make  thine  appeal  from  him 
whom  thou  hall  thus  offended  to  fome  luperior  }udg<*j  if  iu.U* 
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there  be.  Alas,  thofe  apologies  are  fo  weak  and  vain  that 
•©lie  of  thy  fellow-worms  may  eafily  deleft  and  confound 
them,  as  I  will  endeavour  prefehtlj  to  {how  tliee.  But 
thy  foreboding  conlcience  already  knows  the  hide.  Thou 
art  convicted  ;  convidted  of  the  moll;  aggravated  offences. 
Thou  u  haft  not  humbled  thine  heart,  but  lifted  up  thyfelf 
,u  againft  the  Lord  of  heaven  (nd  and  u  thy  fentence 
u  ftmll  come  forth  from  .his  prefence  {b)P  Thou  haft  vi¬ 
olated  his  known  Jaws  :  thou  haft  delpifed  and  abufed  his 
numberlefs  mercies:  thou  haft  affronted  conscience,  his 
vicegerent  in  thy  foul  -  thou  haft  refilled  and  grieved  his 
Spirit ;  thou  haft  trifled  with  him  in  all  thy  pretended  fub- 
miflions  ;  and,  in  one  word,  and  that  his  own,  “  thou  had; 
“  done  evil  things  as  thou  couldeft  (c) Thou  fan  ds  are, ' 
no  doubt,  already  in  hell,  whole  guilt  never  equalled  thine; 
and,  it  is  a fton idling,  that  God  has  fpared  thee  to  read  this 
reprefeiitati on  of  the  cafe,  or  to  make  any  paufe  upon  it. 
Oh  wafte  not  fo  precious  a  moment,  but  enter  as  attentively 
and  humbly,  as  thou  can  ft,  into  thofe  reflexions,  which 
fuit  a  cafe  fo  lamentable  and  fo  terrible  as, thine. 

The  Con fes  sign  of  a  [inner,  convinced  in  general  of 

his  guilt. 

OH  God  !  thou  injured  fovefetgh,  thou  all  penetrating 
ana  almighty  Judge  !  what  lliall  I  lay  to  this  charge  ? 
Shall  I  pretend  I  am  wronged  by  it,  and  Hand  on  the  de¬ 
fence  in  thy  pre fence  ?  I  dare  not  do  it ;  for  “  thou  fcnow- 
“  eft  my  foolilliuefs,  and  none  of  my  fms  are  hid  from 
u  thee  (h)d’  My  confcience  tells  me,  that  a  denial  of 
my  crimes  would  only  increafe  them,  and. add  new  fuel  to 
the  fire  of  thy  deferved  wrath.  “  If  I  juftify  myfelf,  mine 
“  own  mouth  will  condemn  me  ;  if  I  fay  I  am  perfect,  it 
“  will  alfo  prove  me  perverfe  ( e For  “  innumerable 
u  evils  have  compaffcd  me  about:  mine  iniquities  have 
“  tken  hold  upon  me,  fo  that  I  am  not  able  to  look. up  : 

:j  are,’’  as  I  have  been  told  in  thy  name,  more  than 
“  the  hairs  of  my  head,  and  therefore  mv  heart  faileth  me 
“  (/)•”  I  am  more  guilty  than  it  is  poftible  for  another 
to  declare  or  reprefent.  My  heart  fpeaks  more  than  any 
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.other  accufer.  And  thou,  O  Lord,  art  much  “  greater  than 
my  heart,  and  knowed  all  things  (g).” 

What  has  my  life  been  but  a  courfe  of  rebellion  againd 
thee  ?  It  is  not  this  or  that  particular  adion  alone  I  have 
to  lament.  Nothing  has  been  right  in  its  principal  views 
and  ends.  My  whole  foul  has  been  difordered  ;  all  my 
thoughts,  my  affedions,  my  defires,  mv  purfuits,  have  been 
wretchedly  alienated  from  thee.  I  have  aded  as  if  I  had 
hated  thee,  who  art  infinitely  the  lovelied  of  all  beings ;  as 
if  I  had  been  contriving  how  I  might  tempt  thee  to  the 
uttermod,  and  weary  out  thy  patience,  marvellous  as  it  is. 
My  adions  have  been  evilj  my  words  yet  more  evil  than 
they;  and,  O  blefled  God,  my  heart  how  much  more  cor¬ 
rupt  than  either  !  What  an  inexhauded  fountain  of  fin  has 
there  been  in  it  ?  “  a  fountain  of  original  corruption,” 
which  mingled  its  bitter  dreams  with  the  days  of  early 
childhood  ;  and  which,  alas  1  flows  on,  even  to  this  day, 
beyond  what  adions  or  words  could  exprefs.  I  fee  this  to 
have  been  the  cafe,  with  regard  to  what  I  can  particularly 
Purvey ,  but,  oh,  how  many  months  and  years  have  I  for¬ 
gotten  l  concerning  which  I  only  know  this  in  the  general, 
that  they  are  much  like  thole  I  can  remember,  except  it  be 
that  I  have  been  growing  worfe  and  worfe,  and  provoking 
thy  patience  more  and  more,  though  eveiy  new  exercife  of 

it  was  more  and  more  wonderful. 

And  how  am  I  adonifhed  that  the  forbearance  is  dill 
continued  ?  It  is,  “  becaufe  thou  art  God,  and  not  man  (A)." 
Had  I,  a  fln ful  worm,  been  thus  injured,  I  could  not  have 
endured  it.  Had  I  been  a  prince,  I  had  long  flnce  done 
judice  on  any  rebel,  whofe  crimes  had  borne  but  a  ^iltant 
refemblance  to  mine.  Had  I  been  a  patent,  I  had  long 
flnce  cad  off  the  ungrateful  child,  who  had  made  mefuch 
^  return  as  I  have  all  my  life  long  been  making  to  thee, 
O  thou  Father  #f  my  fpirit?  The  flame  of  natural  affedion 
would  have  been  extinguifhed,  and  his  fight,  and  his  veiy 
name,  would  have  become  hateful  to  me.  Why  then, 
O  Lord,  am  I  not  “  cad  out  from  thy  prefence  (/)  f 
why  am  I  not  fealed  up  under  an  irreverfible  fentence  of 
dedrudion  i  That  I  live,  I  owe  to  thine  indulgence.  But, 
oh,  if  there  be  yet  any  way  of  deliverance,  if  there  be  yet 

[h)  Hof  xi.'  9.  (i)  7er'  hi-  3* 
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anvhope  for  fo  guilty  a  creature,  may  it  be  opened  upon 
me  by  thy  gofpel  and  thv  grace  I  And  if  any  farther  alaim, 
humiliation,  or  terror,  be  neceflary  to  my  fecurity  and 
falvation,  may  I  meet  them,  and  bear  them  all:  u  Wound 
mine  heart,  O  Lord,  fo  that  thou  wilt  but  afterwards  heal 
it;  and  break  it  in  pieces,  if  thou  wilt  but  at  length  con-- 
defcend  to  bind  it  up  (k) 1” 


C  A  A  P.  V . 

The  Sinner  fti-ipped  of  his  vain  Pleas. 

the  vanity  ofthofe pleas ,  which  finners  may  fecretly  con¬ 
fide  in ,  fo  apparent ,  that  they  will  be  ajhamed  at  la  ft  to 
mention  them  before  God ,  §  1,  2.  Such  as  ( 1 )  •  That 
they  defended  from  pious  parents ,  §  3.  (2).  That 

they  had  attended  to  the  fpeculative  part  of  religion ,  §  4. 

(3) .  That  they  had  entertained  found  notions ,  §  5. 

(4) .  That  they  had  exprejfed  a  zealous  regard  to  re¬ 
ligion :,  and  attended  the  outward  forms  of  w  or  flip 
with  thofe  they  apprehended  the  pure  ft  churches ,  §  6,  7. 

(  5 ) .  That  they  had  been  free  from  grof r  immoralities 
§8.  (6).  Thai  they  did  not  think  the  c onfe queued 

of  neglecting  religion  would  have  been  fo  fatal ,  §  9. 

(  7 ) .  That  they  could  not  do  otherwife  than  they  did ,  §  1  o. 
Conclufion ,  §  11  :  With  the  meditation  of  a  convinced 
finner, giving  up  his  vain  pleas  before  God • 

5  1 .  Tk/TY  laft  difeourfe  left  the  firmer  in  a  very ,a* 
_LV_L  larming  and  a  very  pitiable  circumflance  ;  a 
criminal  convicted  at  the  bar  of  God,  difarmed  of  all  pre¬ 
tences  to  perfect  innocence  and  finlefs  obedience,  and, 
conlequently  obnoxious  to  the  fentence  of  a  holy  law, 
which  can  make  no  allowance  for  any  tranfgreflion,  no, 
not  for  the  lealt  ;  but  pronounces  death  and  a  curie  againil 
every  a£t  of  difobedience  :  how  much  more  then  againft 
thofe  numberlefs  and  aggravated  a£ts  of  rebellion,  of  which, 
O  fmner,  thy  confcience  hath  condemned  thee  before  God  1- 

(kj  Hofvi.i. 


40  The  Rifi  and:  Frogrefs  t  h-a?  .  y. 

I  would  hope  fome  of  my  readers  will  ingenioufly  fall 
under  the  conviction,  and.  not  think  of  making  any  apology 
for,  lure  Lain,  that  humbly  to  plead  guilty'  at  the  divine 
bar,  is  the  mo  ft  decent,  and,  all  thirgs  confide  red,  the 
moft  prudent  thing  that  can  be  done  in  fuch  an  unhappy 
circumftance.  Yet  I  know  the  treachery  and  the  l’elf- 
fluttery  of  a  .fmful  and  a  corrupted  heart.  I  know  what 
excufes  it  makes  ;  and  how,  when  it  is  driven  from  one 
refuge  it  ties  to  another*  to  fortify  itfelf  againft  full  con¬ 
viction,  and  to  perfuade,  not  merely  another,  but  itfelf* 
u  i  hat,  if  it  has  been  in  fome  inftances  to  blame,  it  is 
u  not  quite  fo  criminal  as  was  reprefented  ;  that  there  are 
”c  at  lead:  condderations  that  plead  in  its  favour, which,  if 
a  they  cannot  jufthy,  will,  in  fome  degree,.  excufeA  A 
iecret  referve  of  this  kind,  fometimes  perhaps  fcaree  formed 
into  a  diftind  reflection,  breaks  the  force  of  eonvidion,  and 
often  prevents  that  deep  humiliation  before  God,  which 
is  the  happieft  token  of  an  approaching  deliverance.  I 
will  therefore  examine  into  fome  of  thefe  particulars  5  and 
for  that  purpofe  would  ferioufly  aft  tkee,  O  ftnner,  what 
thou  haft  to  offer  in  arreft  to  judgment  ?  what  plea  thou 
eanft  urge  for  thyfelf  why  the  fentence  of  God  ftiould  not 
go  forth  againft  thee,  and  why  thou  fhouldeft  not  fall-  into 
the  hands  of  his  juffice  ? 

§  2.  But  this  I  mull;  premife,  That  the  queftion  is  not, 
how  thou  wo ul deft  anfwer  to  me,  a  weak  and  finful  worm 
like  thy;  elf,  who  am  lhortly  to  ftand  with  thee  at  the  fairie 
Bar  :  (4k  the  Lord  grant  that  I  may  find  mercy  of  the  Lord 
u  in  that  day  (<rz)  1”)  but,  what  wilt  thou  reply  to  thy 
Judge  i  What  couldeft  thou  plead  if  thou  waft  now  adual- 
ly  before  his  tribunal ;  where,  to  multiply  vain  words,  and 
to  frame  idle  apologies,  would  be  But  to  increafe  thy  guilt 
and  provocation  ?  Surely  the  very  thought  of  his  prefence 
muft  fuperfede  a  thoiifand  of  thofe  trifling  excufes  which 
now  fometimes  impofe  on  u  a  generation  that  are  pure  in 
4(  their  own  eyes,  though  they  are  not  walked  from  their 
u  fiithinefs  ( b )  or,  while  they  are  confcious  of  their  own 

impurities,  truft  in  “  words  that  cannot  profit  (A/’  and 
lean  upon  broken  reeds  (d).” 

(a)  2  Tim.i.  18.  (A)  Frov.  xxx.  12. 

(<;)  Jar,  vii.  8.  (d)  JJ'a.  xxxvi.  6. 
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§  3.  You  will  not,  to  be  lure,  in  fuch  a  circimif  ance, 
plead  u  That  you  are  defeended  from  pious  parents.”  Tha 
was,  indeed  your  privilege,  and  44  woe  be  to  you  tb.it  you 
44  have  abufed  it,  andforfaken  the  God  of  your  lathers  (ej.” 
Illimael  was  immediately  defeended  from  Abraham,  the 
friend  of  God ;  and  Efau  was  the  foil  oflfaac,  who  was 
born  according  to  the  promife  :  yet,  you  know,  they  were 
both  cut  off  from  the  blelling,  to  which  they  apprehended 
they  had  a  kind  of  hereditary  claim.  You  may  remember 
that  our  Lord  does  not  only  ipeak  of  one  who  could  call 
Abraham  father.  Who  was  44  tormented  in  flames  [/) 
but  expreffly  declares,  that  44  many  of  the  children  of  the 
44  kingdom  /hall  be  lliut  out  of  it  and,  when  other? 
come  from  the  moil  diffant  parts  to  fit  down  in  it ;  fliall  be 
cittingtiiflied  from  their  companions  in  mifery  only  bv 
louder  accents  of  lamentation,  and  more  furious  44  gnalh- 
44  ing  of  the  teeth  (g-).” 

§  4.  Nor  will  you  then  prefume  to  plead,  44  That  vou 
44  had  exercifed  your  thoughts  about  the  fpeculative  pails 
44  of  religion  for  to  what  end  can  this  ferve  but  to  increafe 
your  condemnation  ?  Since  you  have  broken  God’s  law. 
lince  you  have  contradicted  the  moll  obvious  and  apparent 
obligation  of  religion,  to  have  enquired  into  it,  and  argued 
upon  i  ,  is  a  circumttance  that  proves  your  guilt  more  auda¬ 
cious.  What  ?  did  you  think  religion  was  merely  an  ex- 
ercile  of  men’s  wit,  and  the  amufement  of  their  curioilty  ? 
If  you  argued  about  it  on  the  principles  of  common  feiffe, 
you  muff  have  judged  and  proved  it  to  be  a  .practical  thing 
and,  if  it  was  fo,  why  did  not  you  praffife  accordingly  ? 
You  knew  the  particular  branches  of  it;  and  why  then  did 
you  not  attend  to  every  one  of  them  ?  To  have  pleaded  an 
unavoidable  ignorance  would  have  been  the  happieff  plea 
that  could  have  remained  for  you  :  nay,  an  actual,  though, 
faulty,  ignorance  would  have  been  lbme  little  allay  of  your 
guilt.  But  if,  by  your  own  confeilion,  you  have  known 
your  44  Matters  will,  and  have  not  done  it,”  you  bear  wit- 
nefs  againff  yourfe-lf,  that  you  deferve  to  be  beaten  with 
<4  many  ttripes  (/z).  ” 

(e)  2  Chron .  vii.  22.  (f)  Luke  xvi.  24. 

(g)  Matth,  viii.  11.  12.  (h)  Lzihe  xil. »  4- r 
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§  5.  Nor  yet,  again,  will  it  fuffice  to  fay,  u  That  you  have 
44  had  right  notions,  both  of  the  do&rines  and  the  precepts 
44  of  religion.”  Your  advantage  for  pra&ifing  it  was  there¬ 
fore  the  greater  :  but  under/landing  and  acting  right  can 
never  go  for  the  fame  thing  in  the  judgment  of  God  or  of 
man.  In  44  believing  there  is  one  God,”  ,you  have  done 
well :  but  44  the  devils  alio  believe  and  tremble  (/)”  In  ac¬ 
knowledging  Chrilt  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  Holy 
One,  you  have  done  well  too ;  but,  you  know,  the  unclean 
fpirits  made  this  very  orthodox  eonfeffion  (£),  and  yet  they 
are  44  referved  in  everlafting  chains,  under  darknefs,  unto 
the  judgment  of  the  great  day  (/).”  And  will  you  place 
anv  lecret  confidence  in  that  which  might  be  pleaded  by  the 
infernal  fpirits  as  well  as  by  you  ? 

§  6.  But,  perhaps,  you  may  think  of  pleading,  44  That 
44  you  have  actually  done  fomething  in  religion.”  Having 
judged  what  faith  was  the  founded:,  and  what  worlhip  the 
pared:,  you  entered  yourfelves  into  thofe  focieties  were 
i'uch  articles  of  faith  were  profelfed,  and  fuch  forms  or 
wordiip  were  pra&ifed  5  and,  amongft  thefe,  you  have  ftg- 
nalized  yourfelves,  by  the  exaftnefs  of  your  attendance,  by 
the  zeal  with  which  you  have  efpoufed  their  cauie,  and  by 
the  earneftnefs  with  which  you  have  contended  foi  fuch 
principles  and  praaices — O  fmner,  I  much  fear  that  this 
zeal  of  thine  about  the  circumftantials  of  religion  will  fwell 
thine  account,  rather  than  be  allowed  in  abatement  of  it. 
He  that  fearches  thine  heart  knows  from  whence  it  arofe, 
and  how  far  it  extended.  Perhaps  he  fees  that  it  was  all 
hvpocrify  5  an  artful  veil,  under  which  thou  waft  carrying 
on  thy  mean  defigns  for  this  world  ;  while  the  lacied  names 
of  God  and  Religion  were  profaned  and  proftituted  in  the 
bafeft  manner :  and,  if  fo,  thou  art  eurfed  with  a  diftinguifh- 
ed  curfe  for  fo  daring  an  infult  on  the  divine  onmiicience,. 
as  well  as  juftice.  Or,  perhaps,  the  earneftnefs  with  which 
you  have  been  44  contending  for  the  faith”  and  worlhip 
44  which  was  once  delivered  to  the  faints  or  which, 

ij:  is  pollible,  you  may  raftily  have  concluded  to  be  that, 
mmht  be  mere  pride  and  bittemefs  of  fpirit  :  and  all  toe 
zeal  you  have  expreffed  might  pollibly  arile  fiom  a  conft- 

(/)  Ja?nes  ii.  19.  (^)  Luke  iv.  34,  4*- 

(/)  Jute  ver,  6,  (m)  Jute  ver.  S* 
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dence  in  yotir  own  judgment,  from  an  impatience  of  con- 
tradi&ion,  or  from  a  fecret  malignity  of  fpirit,  which  de¬ 
lighted  itfelf  in  condemning,  and  even  in  worrying  others  ^ 
yea,  which,  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  exprellion)  fiercely 
preyed  upon  religion*  as  the  tyger  upon  the  lamb,  to  turn 
it  into  a  nature  moil  contrary  to  its  own.  And  fhall  this 
fcreen  you  before  the  great  tribunal  ?  Shall  it  not  rather  a- 
waken  the  difpleafure  it  is  pleading  to  avert  ? 

§  7.  But  fay  that  this  your  zeal  for  notions  and  forms 
has  been  ever  fo  well  intended,  and  fo  far  as  it  has  gone, 
ever  fo  well  conducted  too ;  what  will  that  avail  towards 
vindicating  thee  in  fo  many  inftances  of  negligence  and  dif- 
obedience  as  are  recorded  againft  thee  “  in  the  book  of 
u  God’s  remembrance  ?”  Were  the  revealed  do61riites  of 
the  gofpel  to  be  earneftly  maintained,  (as  indeed  they 
ought],  and  was  the  great  practical  purpofe  for  which  they 
were  revealed  to  be  forgot  ?  Was  the  very  mint,  and  annife, 
and  cummin  to  be  tithed,  and  were  u  the  weightier  mat¬ 
ters  of  the  law  to  be  omitted  («}  ?  even  that  love  to  God, 
which  was  its  “  firft  and  great  command  “  (0)  ?”  Oh,  how 
wilt  thou  be  able  to  vindicate  even  the  juflefl  fentence  thou, 
liaft  palled  on  others  for  their  infidelity,  or  for  their  difo- 
bedience,  without  being  14  condemned  out  of  thine  owifc 
mouth  (p) 

§  8.  Will  you  then  plead  u  your  fair  moral  chara&er,. 

your  works  of  righteoufnefs  and  of  mercy?”  Had  your 
obedience  to  the  law  of  God  been  complete,  the  plea  might 
be  allowed  as  important  and  valid  :  but  I  have  fuppofed 
and  proved  above,  that  confcience  teflifies  to  the  contrary ; 
and  you  will  not  now  dare  to  contradict  it.  I  add  farther, 
had  thefe  works  of  yours,  which  you  now  urge,  proceeded 
frsm  a  fincere  love  to  God,  and  a  genuine  faith  in  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  you  would  not  have  thought  of  pleading  them 
any  otherwife  than  as  an  evidence  of  your  interefi  in  the 
gofpel  covenant,  and  in  the  bleffings  of  it,  procured  by  the 
righteoufnefs  and  blood  of  the  Redeemer :  and  that  faith, 
had  it  been  it  fincere,  would  have  been  attended  with  fuch 
deep  humility,  and  with  fuch  folemn  apprehenfions  of  the 
divine  holinefs  and  glory ;  that,  inftead  of  pleading  any 

{n)  Matth.  xxiii.  2  3.  (0)  Matt  A .  xxii,  38.  J 

( p )  Luke  xix.  22  * 
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Works  of  your  own  before  God,  you  would  rather  have  im¬ 
plored  his  pardon  for  the  mixture  of  fulfill  imperfection  at¬ 
tending  the  very  belt  of  them.  Now,  as  you  are  a  ftranger 
to  this  humble  and  fanctifying  principle  (which  here,  in  this 
addrefs,  I  fuppofe  my  reader  to  be)  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary, 
you  fhould  be  plainly  and  faithfully  told,  that  neither  fobrie- 
ty,  nor  honefty,  nor  humanity,  will  j nidify  you  before  the 
tribunal  of  God,  when  he  u  lays  judgment  to  the  line,  and 
u  righteoufnefs  to  the  plummet  u  (<?),”  and  examines  all 
vour  aftions,  and  all  your  thoughts,  with  the  ftriCteft  feve- 
rlty.  You  have  not  been  a  drunkard,  an  adulterer,  or  a 
robbar.  So  far  it  is  well.  You  fraud  before  a  righteous 
God  who  will  do  you  ample  juftice  ;  and  therefore  will  not 
condemn  you  for  drunkennefs,  adultery,  or  robbery.  But 
you  have  forgotten  him,  your  Parent  and  your  Benefactor ; 
you  have  u  caid  of  fear,  and  re  (trained  prayer  before  him 
(r)  you  have  defpifed  the  blood  of  his  Son,  and  all  the 
immortal  b  Idlings  which  he  purchafed  with  it.  For  this, 
therefore,  you  are  judged,  and  condemned.  And  as  for 
any  thing  that  has  looked  like  virtue  and  humanity  in  your 
temper  and  conduct,  the  exercife  of  it  has,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  been  its  own  reward,  if  there  were  any  thing  more 
than  form  and  artifice  in  it  :  and  the  various  bounties  of  di¬ 
vine  Providence  to  you  amidft  all  your  numberlefs  provo¬ 
cations,  have  been  a  thoufand  times  more  than  an  equiva¬ 
lent  for  fuch  defective  and  imperfect  virtues  as  thefe.  You 
remain  therefore  chargeable  with  the. guilt  of  a  thoufand  of¬ 
fences  for  which  you  have  no  excufe  at  all  ;  though  there 
are  fome  other  inidances  in  which  you  do  not  grofsly  offend. 
And  thofe  good  works,  in  which  you  have  been  fo  ready 
to  trufd  will  no  more  vindicate  you  in  bis  awful  prefence, 
than  a  man’s  kindnefs  to  his  poor  neighbours  would  be  al¬ 
lowed  as  a  plea  in  arreft  of  judgment,  w  hen  he  ftoou  cen- 
'y  iCted  of  high  treafon  againft  his  prince. 

§  9.  But  you  will,  perhaps,  be  ready  to  fay,  “  You  did 
not  expect  all  this*  you  did  not  think  the  cornequeuce  of 
neglecting  religon  would  have  been  io  fatal.’-  And  why 
did  you  not  think  it  ?  Why  did  you  not  examine  more  at¬ 
tentively  and  more  impartially?  "why  did  vou  lifter  tl.c 
pride  and  folly  of  your  vain  heait  to  taxe  up  van  luc*.  ;i.~ 


(y)  Jfa,  xxviii*  17.  (r)  Jov 
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perdcial  appearances,  and  truft  the  light  fuggedions  of  your 
own  prejudiced  mind  againft  the  exprefs 'declaration  of  the 
word  of  God  l  Had  you  reflected  on  his  character,  as  the 
fupreme't3overnor  of  the  world,  you  would  have  feen  the 
neceffity  of  fueh  a'  day  of' retribution  as  wc  are  now  refer¬ 
ring  to.  Had  you  regarded  the  Scripture,  the  divine  au¬ 
thority  of  which  you  profeiTed  to  believe,  every  page  might 
have  ,  taught  you  to  expect  it.  u  You  did  not  think  of  reli¬ 
gion  ?”  and  of  what  were  you  thinking  when  y-oudorgot  or 
negle&ed  it  i  Had  you  too  much  employment  of  another 
kind?  of  what  kind,  1  beleech  you  ?  What  end  could  you 
propole  by  any  thing  elie  of  equal  moment  ?  Nay,  with  all 
your  engagements,  confcience  will-  tell  you  that  there  have 
been  feafons  when,  for  want  of  thought,  time  and  life  have 
been  a  burden  io  you  :  yet  you  guarded  again  ft  thought  as 
againft  an  enemy,  and  caft  up  (as  it  were)  an  entrench¬ 
ment  of  in'conf  deration  around  you  on  every  fde,  as  if  it 
had  been  to  defend  you  from  the  moft  dangerous  invafion. 
God  knew  you  were  thoughtlefs  ;  and  therefore  he  lent  you 
u  bne  upon  line  ahd  precept  upon  precept  (s)f  in  fuch  plain 
.language  that  it  needed  no  genius  or  ftudv  to  under! land  it9 
He  tried  you  too  with  afflictions  as  well  as  with  mercies,  to 
awaken  you  out  of  your  fatal  lethargy  ;  ward  yet,  when  a- 
wakened,  you.  would  lie  down  again  upon  the  bed  of  doth. 
And  now,  pleating  as  your  dreams  might  be,  u  you  muft 
he  down  in  borrow  (/).”  Refection  has  at  laft  overtaken 
.you,  and  muft  be  heard  as  a  tormentor,  dries  it  might  not 
be  heard  as  a  friend. 

§  10.  But  fome  may,  perhaps,  imagine,  that  one  im¬ 
portant  apology  is  yet  Unheard, .and  that  there  may  be 
room  to  fay,  u  You  were,  by  the  nucedity  of  your  nature, 
u  impelled  to  thole  things  which  are, .now  charged  upon 
u  you  as  crimes ;  whereas  it  was  not  in  your  power  to  have 
u  avoided  them  in  the  eircumftances  in  which  you  were 
“  placed,”’  If  this  will  do  .any  thing,  it  indeed  promifes  to 
do  much;  lo  much,  that  it  will  amount  to  nothing.  If  Iwere, 
dilpofed  to  anfweryon  upon  the  folly  and  madnefs  of  your 
own  principles,  I  might  lay,  that  the  fame  condderation 
which  proves  it  was  neceftary  for  von  to  offend,  proves  al- 
1b  that  it  is  necefary  for  God  to  punidi  you:  and  that,  im- 


(x)  If  a,  xxviii. 


(j)  I  fa,  1.  11, 
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deed,  he  cannot  but  do  it  :  and  I  might  further  fay,  with 
an  excellent  writer  of  our  own  age*,  44  That  the  fame 
principles  which  deBroy  the  injuft  ice  of  fins,  deflroys  the 
injuftice  of  punifhments  too.”'  But,  if  you  cannot  admit 
this,  if  you  fhould  Bill  reply  in  fpight  of  principle,  That  it 
mull  be  unjuCt  to  ptmifli  you  for  an  aClion  utterly  and  ab- 
folutely  unavoidable  ;  I  really  think  that  you  would  anfwer 
right.  But,  in  that  anfwer  you  will  contradict  your  own 
fcheme,  (as  I  obferved  above)  :  and  I  leave  your  conlcience 
to  judge  what  fort  of  a  fcheme  that  mult  be  which  would  make 
all  kind  of  punifhment  unjult;  for  the  argument  will,  on 
the  whole,  be  the  fame,  whether  with  regard  to  human  pu- 
nifhment  or  divine.  It  is  a  fcheme  full  of  confufion  and 
horror.  You  would  not,  I  am  fure,  lake  it  from  a  fervant 
who  had  robbed  you,  and  then  fired  your  houfe  j  you 
would  never  inwardly  believe,  that  he  could  not  have  help¬ 
ed  it,  or  think  that  he  had  fairly  excufed  himfelf  by  fuck 
a  plea.  And,  I  am  perfuaded,  you  would  be  fo  far  from 
prefuming  to  offer  it  to  God  at  the  great  day,  that  you 
would  not  venture  to  turn  it  into  a  prayer  even  now.  Ima¬ 
gine  you  faw  a  malefactor  dying  with  fuch  words  as  thefe  ; 
“  O  God,  it  is  true,  I  did  indeed  rob  and  murder  my  fel- 
44  low-creature  ;  but  thou  know7eft  that,  as  my  circum- 
u  fiances  were  ordered,  I  could  not  do  otherwife  my  will 
“  was  irrefiflibly  determined  by  the  motives  which  thou 
44  didfl  fet  before  me ;  and  I  could  as  well  have-fliaken  the 
44  foundations  of  the  earth,  or  darkened  the  fun  in  the  hr- 
44  mament  as  have  refilled  the  impulle  which  bore  me  on. 

I  put  it  to  your  confcience  whether  you  would  not  look  on 
fuch  a  fpeech  as  this  with  deteflation,  as  one  enoimity  .ad¬ 
ded  to  another.  Yet,  if  the  excufe  would  have  any  weight 
in  your  mouth,  it  would  have  equal  weight  in  his,  01  would 
be  equally  applicable  to  any  the  mod  Blocking  occ alien. 
But,  indeed,  it  is  fo  contrary  to  the  moB  plameB  princi¬ 
ples  of  common  reafon,  that  I  can  hardly  perfuade  my- 
felf  any  one  could  fe'rioufly  and .  thoroughly  believe  it 5  and 
flionld  imagine  my  time  very  ill  employed  here  if  I  wete 
to  fet  myfelf  to  combat  thofe  pretences  to  argument,  by 
which  the  wantonnefs  of  human  wit  has  attempted  to  var- 

nifli  it  over. 

*  Bijhop  of  BriftoPs  Analogy ,  &c.  p.  13 5*  8v0,  ?dir* 
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§  11.  You  fee,  then,  on  the  whole,  the  vanity  of  all 
your  pleas,  and  how  eafily  the  mod  plaulible  of  them  might 
be  filenced  by  a  mortal  man  like  yourfelf  ;  how  much  more, 
then,  by  him  who  fearches  all  hearts,  anti  can,  in  a  mo 
ment,  flafh  in  upon  the  confcience  a  mod  powerful  andir- 
refidible  conviction  ?  What  then  can  you  do  while  you 
dand  convicted  in  the  prefence  of  God  ?  what  fliould  you 
do  but  hold  your  peace  under  an  inward  fenfe  of  your  in- 
excufable  guilt,  and  prepare  yourfelf  to  hear  the  fentence 
which  his  law  pronounces  againdyou  ?  You  mud  feel  the 
execution  of  it,  if  the  gofpel  does  not  at  length  deliver  you; 
and  you  muft  feel  fomething  of  tire  terror  of  it  before  you 
can  be  excited  to  feek  to  that  gofpel  for  deliverance. 

The  Medi  tation  of  a  convinced  Sinner,  giving  up  his 

vain  Pleas . before  God. 

DEPL  OR  ABL  E  condition  to  which  I  am  indeed  re¬ 
duced  !  <c  I  have  finned and  u  what  fliall  I  fay 
u  unto  thee,  O  thou  Preferver  of  men  (?/)  What  fliall 
I  dare  to  fay  ?  Fool  that  I  was,  to  amufe  myfelf  with  fitch 
trifling  excufes  as  thefe,  and  to  imagine  they  eould  have 
any  weight  in  thy  tremendous  prefence  ;  or  that  I  fliould 
be  able  fo  much  as  to  mention  them  there  !  I  cannot  pre- 
fume  to  do  it.  I  am  filent  and  confounded.  My  hopes, 
alas  !  are  flain,  and  my  foul  itfelf  is  ready  to  die  too,  fo 
far  as  an  immortal  foul  can  die  ;  and  I  am  almofl  ready  to 
fav,  Oh  that  !  could  die  entirely  !  f  am  indeed  a  criminal 
in  the  hand  of  judice,  quite  difarmed,  and  dripped  of  the 
weapons  in  which  I  truded.  Difilmulation  can  only  add 
provocation  to  provocation.  I  will  therefore  plainly  and 
freely  own  it.  I  have  aCted  as  if  “  I  thought  God  was  al- 
“  together  fuch  a  one  as  myfelf but,  he  hath  faid,  u  I 
“  will  reprove  thee  :  I  will  fetthy  fins  in  order  before  thine 
“  eyes  will  marfhal  them  in  battle  array.  And,  oh, 
what  a  terrible  kind  of  hoft  do  they  appear  l  andhow  do 
they  furround  me  beyond  all  pofiibility  of  efcape  !  O  my 
foul,  they  have,  as  it  were,  taken  thee  prifoner ;  and  they 
are  bearing  thee  away  to  the  divine  tribunal. 

(x)  Pfalm  1.  2  i« 


( u )  Job  vii.  20. 
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Thou  iii uXl  appeal  before  it  !  thou  muft  fee  the  awful 
•eternal  Judge,  who  tries  the  very  reins  (y)  and  who 
needsno  other evidence,  for  he  has,  u  liimfelf  been  witnefs 

( z) ”  to  ail  thy  rebellion.  Thou  mult  fee  him,  O  my 
foul/ fitting  in  judgment  upon  thee  5  and  when  he  is 
“  grift  to  mark  iniquity  [a)f  how  wilt  thou  “  anfwer  him 
u  for  one  of  a  thoufaud  ( b )  1”  And  if  thou  canfl  not  an¬ 
fwer  him,  in  what  language  will  he  fpeak  to  thee  ?  Lord, 
as  things  at  prefent  hand,  I  can  expeft  no  other  language 
than  that  of  condemnation.  And  what  a  condemnation  is 
it  !  Let  me  reheft  upon  it  !  let  me  read  my  fentence  before 
I  hear  it  finally  and  irrevembly  palled  1  I  know  he  has  re¬ 
corded  it  in  his  word  ;  and  I  know  in  the  general  that  the 
reprefentation  is  made  with  a  gracious  dehgn,  I  know 
that  lie  would  have  us  alarmed,  that  we  may  not  be  de- 
ftroyed.  Speak  to  me,  therefore,  O  God,  while  thou 
foeaked  not*  for  the  lad  time,  and  in  circumdances  when 
thou  wilt  hear  me  no  more.  Speak  in  the  language  of  ef¬ 
fectual  terror,  fo  that  it  be  not  to  fpeak  me  into  final  def- 
pair  ;  and  let  thy  word,  however  painful  in  its  operation, 
be  “  quick  and  powerful,  and  fharper  than  any  two-edged 
a  fword  (c)R  Let  me  not  vainly  hatter  myfelt  ;  let  me 
not  be  left  a  wretched  prey  to  thofe  who  would  “  prophefy 
u  fmooth  things  to  me  (d)  f  till  I  am  fealed  up  under  thy 
wrath,  and  feel  thyjuftice piercing  myfoul^apd  “  the  poi- 
u  fon  of  thine  arrows  drinking  up  all  my  ipirits  (<?).’’ 

Before  I  enter-  upon  the  particular  view,  I  know,  in  the 
general  that  a  it  is  a  terrible  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
<C  the  living  God  (/) O  thou  living  God,  in  one  fenfe, 
I  am  already  fallen  into  thine  hands.  I  am  become  ob¬ 
noxious  to  thy  difpleafure,  judlv  obnoxious  to  it ;  and 
whatever  thy  fentence  may  be,  when  it  “  comes  forth  from 
it  thy  prefence  (g)f  I  mud  condemn  myfelf,  and  judify 
thee.  Thou  canft  not  treat  me  with  more  feverity  than 
mine  iniquities  have  defeiVed  ;  and  how  bitter  foever  that 
u  cup  of  trembling”  may  be  (A),  which  thou  fhalt  appomt 
for  me,  I  give  judgment'  againd  myfelf,  that  I  deferve  to 
“  wring  out  the  very  dregs  of  it  (/)•'’ 


(v)  Ter.  xvii.  10.  .(z)  Jer.xxix.  23. 

(a)  Pfahnc. xxx.  3.  (b)  Job  ix.  3.  (cj  Heb.  iv.  12. 

(d)  If  a .  xxx.  10.  (e)  Job  vi .  4-  (f)  *■ 

(gj  Pfahn  xvii-  2.  {&)  Iftu  li.  17-  (b  PJ«l™ ixxv* 
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The  Sinner  fentenced. 

The  firmer  called  upon  to  hear  his fentence,  §  i,  2.  Cod  s 
law  does  now  in  general  pronounce  a  curje,  §  3.  It 
pronou nee th  death,  §  4.  and  being  turned  into  hell ,  §  5. 
The  Judgment-day  Jhall  come ,  §  6.  The  J'oltmnity  cj 
that  grand  procejs  defer  ibed  according  to  fcriptural  re - 
prefentations  of  it,  §  7,  8.  with  a  particular  illufira - 
//0»  of  the  j'entence,  u  Depart  accurfed,”  §  9. 
-execution  will  certainly  and  immediately  follow,  §  70. 
TAe  /inner  warned  to  prepare  for  enduring  it,  §  1 1. 
The  reflection  of  a  J inner  /truck  with  the  terror  of  his 
fen  fence. 

§  1.  T  TEAR,  O  firmer,  u  and  I  will  fpeak  (a)”  yet 
JUL  once  more,  as  in  the  name  of  God  ;  thine  al¬ 
mighty  Judge,  who,  if  thou  dofl  not  attend  to  his  fervants, 
will,  ere  long,  fpeak  unto  thee  in  a  more  immediate  man¬ 
ner,  with  an  energy  and  terror  which  thou  (halt  not  be  a- 
ble  to  refill. 

§  2.  Thou  hall  been  convicted  as  in  his  prefence.  Thy 
pleas  have  been  over-ruled,  or  -rather  they  have  been  d- 
lenced.  It  appears  before  God,  it  appears  to  thine  own 
confcience,  that  thou  haft  nothing  more  to  offer  in  arret!  of 
judgment  ;  therefore  hear  thy  fentence,  and  fummon  up, 
if  thou  canfl,  all  the  powers  of  thy  foul  to  bear  the  executi¬ 
on  of  it :  a  It  is  indeed  a  very  fmall  thing  to  be  judged  of 
M  man’s  judgment ;  but.  he  that  now  judgeth  thee  is  the 
u  Lord  b  .”  Hear  therefore,  and  tremble,  while  I  tell 
thee  how  he  will  fpeak  to  thee  ;  or  rather  while  I  fhowthee, 
from  exprefs  feripture,  how  lie  doth  even  now  fpeak,  and 
what  is  the  authentic  and  recorded  fentence  of  his  word, 
even  of  his  word  who  ha  h  faid,  u  Heaven  and  earth  dial! 
“pafs  away  ;  but  not  one  tittle  of  my  word  diall  ever  pals 
u  away  (c).’> 

(ay  JcbxWi.  4.  (b)  1  Cor .  iv.  3,  4.  ( c )  v.  18. 

•  -  E 


50 


The  Rife  and  Progrefs  <m\r.  6, 

5  3.  The  Jaw  of  God  lpeaks,  not  to  thee  alone,  O  fin- 
Mer,  nor  to  thee  by  any  particular  addrefs;  but  in  a  moA 
uni  verbal  language  it  lpeaks  to  all  tranfgrefibrs,  and  levels 
its  tei  rors  again  A  all  offenders,  great  or  Imall,  without  any 
exception  ;  and  this  is  its  language,  44  Curled  is  every  one 
that  continueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the 
book  ol  the  law  to  do  them  Id).’’  This  is  its  voice  to  tie 
whole  world  ;  and  this  it  lpeaks  to  thee.  Its  awful  con¬ 
tents  are  thy  perfonal  concern,  O  reader,  and  thy  conbcience 
knows  it.  Far  from  44  continuing  in  all  things  that  are 
u  written  therein  to  do  them,”  thou  canA  not  but  be  fenfi- 
ble,  that' 4  innumerable  evils  have  compalledthee  about  (e)  .” 
It  is  thenmanifeA,  44  thou  art  the  man,”  whom  it  condemns; 
thou  art  even  now,  44  curbed  with  a  curie  (/),”  as  God 
emphatically  lpeaks,  44  with  the  curie,’’  of  the  moA  high 
God  ;  yea,  all  44  the  curies  which  are  written  in  the  book  of 
14  the  law  arc  pointed  cut  againA  thee  \g)  •”  God  may 
Gghrecully  execute  any  of  them  upon  thee  in  a  moment ; 
and  though  thou  art  prefent  feeleA  none  of  them,  yet,  if 
infinite  mercy  doth  not  prevent,  it  is  but  a  little  while,  and 
they  will 44  come  into  thy  bowels  like  water,’’  till  thou  art 
burA  afunder  with  them,  and  ihall  penetrate  44  like  oil  into 
44  thy  bones,  (/z}.” 

5  4.  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  u  The  foul  that  jGnneth 
44  Ihall  die  (/).”  But  thou  haA  llnued,  and  therefore  thou 
art  under  a  fen  fence  of  death  :  and,  oh,  unhappy  creature, 
of  what  a  death  1  what  will  the  end  of  thefe  things  be? 
That  the  agonies  ofdiAolving  nature  fhall  feize  thee  ;  that 
thy  foul  ihall  be  torn  away  from  thy  Janguifhing  body, 
and  thou  44  return  to  the  dull  from  whence  thou  waA  tak- 
4*  en  (A)  1”  This  is  indeed  one  awful  effed  of  fin.  In 
the le  affecting  charaders  has  God,  through  all  nations,  and 
in  all  ages  of  men,  written  the  awful  regiAer  and  memo¬ 
rial  of  his  holy  abhorrence  of  it,  ajid  righteous  dilpleafurc 
agamA  it.  But,  alas  !  all  this  folemn  pomp  and  horror  of 
dying  is  but  the  opening  of  the  dreadful  feene.  It  is  but 
a* rough  kind  of  ftroke,  by  which  the  fetters  are  knocked 
off,  when  the  criminal  is  led  out  to  torture  and  execution. 


Gal  hi-  ro.  (e)  Pfahn  xl.  12.  (/)  Mai  hi.  9. 

Deri.  xxxlxGeo.  <  h)  Pfalm  cix.  18.  (/ )  Ezek.  :viu  4. 
(kj  Pj'ahn  civ.  29. 
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§  5.  Thus  faith  the  Lord,  4i  the  wicked  fhall  he  ti;m~ 
ed  into  hell,  even  all  the  nations  that  forget  God  ( l  j , ’ ' 
Though  there  be  whole  nations  of  them,  their  multitudes 
and  their  power  fhall  be  no  defence  to  them.  They  fhall 
be  driven  into  hell  together  )  into  that  flaming  prifon  which 
divine  vengeance  hath  prepared  )  into  Tophet,  which  is 
ordained  of  old,  even  for  royal  finners  as  well  as  for  others, 
fo  little  can  any  human  diflinblion  protect.  u  He  hath 
u  made  it  deep  and  large,  the  pile  thereof  is  fire  and  much 
“  wood  j  the  breath  of  the  Lord,  like  a  ft  ream  of  brim- 
u  Lone  ill  all  kindle  it  ( m )  j”  and  the  flaming  torrent  fhall 
flow  in  upon  it  fo  faff,  that  it  fhall  be  turned  into  a  fea  of 
liquid  fire;  or,  as  the  Scripture  ailfo  exprefles  it,  “  A  lake 
u  binning  with  flre  and  brimftone  for  ever  and  ever  hi) 
this  is  the  fecond  death,  and  the  death  to  which  thou,  O 
flnner,  by  the  word  of  God  are  doomed. 

5  6.  And  fhall  this  fenrence  Hand  upon  record  in  vain  ? 
fhall  the  law  fpeak  it,  and  the  gofpel  fpeak  it  ?  and  fhall 
it  never  be  pronounced  more  audibly  ?  and  will  God  never 
require  and  execute  the  punifhment  ?  He  will,  O  flnner, 
require  it,  and  he  will  execute  it,  though  he  may  feem  for 
a.  while  to  delay.  For  wrnll  doll  thou  know,  that  44  lie  hath 
il  appointed  a  day  in  the  which  he  willjudgethe  whole  world. 

in  righteoufnefs,  by  that  Man. whom  lie  hath  ordained, 
u  of  which  he  hath  given  aim  ranee  in  having  railed  him 
**  from  the  dead  (a).”  And  when  God  judgeth  the  world, 
O  reader,  whoever  thou  art,  he  will  judge  thee  :  and  while 
I  remind  thee  of  it,  I  would  alfo  remember  that  he  will 
judge  me  :  and  44  knowing  the  terror  of  the  Lord  (p)f 
that  1  may-44  deliver  my  own  foul  (q) f  I  would  with  all 
plainnefs  and  fincerlty  labour  to  deliver  thine. 

§  7«  I,  therefore,  repeat  the  folemn  warning  ;  Thou, 
O  flnner,  fliak  44  (land  before  the  judgment-feat  of 
4‘  Clirlfb  (V/.1’  Tnou /halt  lee  that  pompous  appearance 
the  defcription  of  which  is  grown  fo  familiar  to  thee,  that 
the  repetition  of  it  nud  es  no  impreflion  cn  thy  mind  :  but 
furely,  flupid  as  thou  now  art,  the  /lin'd  trumpet  of  the  arch 
angel  fliail  fliake  thy  very  foul  3  and  if  nothing  elfe  can  a- 

(/)  Ifcdm  ix.  17.  (m)  If  a.  xxx.  33.  («)  Rev.  xxi.  8. 
(0)  wi.  31.  (p)  2  Cor.  V.  II.  (a  Ezek.  xxxiii.  o. 
(r)  2  Cor.  v.  10. 
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waken  and  alarm  thee,  the  convulfions  and  flames  of  a  dif- 
fo Ivin g  world  iliall  do  it. 

§  8.  Dolt  thou  really  think  that  the  intent  of  Chrifl’s 
Anal  appearance  is  only  to  recover  his  people  from  the 
grave,  and  to  raife  them  tCPglory  and  happinefs?  Whate¬ 
ver  aflurance  thou  halt  that  there  lhali  be  a  refurre&ion  of 
the  juft,  thou  halt  the  fame  that  there  fhall  alfo  be  a  refur- 
reCtion  of  the  unjult  (s)  j  that  he  fhall  feparate  the  riling 
dead  one  from  another,  “  as  a  fhepherd  divideth  the  fheep 
u  from  the  goats  (/),”  with  equal  certainty,  and  with  infi¬ 
nite  greater  eale.  Or  caq  you  imagine  that  he  will  only 
make  an  example  of  fome  flagrant  and  notorious  tinners, 
when  it  is  laid,  that  u  all  the  dead,  both  fmall  and  great, 
u  fliall  fraud  before  God  [u)  ;  and  that  even  he  who  knew 
not  his  mafter’s  will,  and,  confequently,  feems  of  all  others* 
to  have  had  the  faireft  excufe  for  his  omillion  to  obey  it, 
yet  even  he,  for  that  very  omillion,  fliall  be  beaten,  though 
with  fewer  flripes  ( w )  ?  Or  can  you  think  that  a  fentence 
to  be  delivered  with  lo  much  pomp  and  majefty,  a  fentence, 
by  which  the  righteous  judgment  of  God  is  to  be  revealed, 
and  to  have  its  moft  confpicuous  and  final  triumph,  will  be 
inconfiderable,  or  the  punifhment  to  which  it  fliall  confign 
the  flnner  be  flight  or  tolerable  ?  There  would  have  been 
little  reafon  to  apprehend  that,  even  if  we  had  been  left 
barely  to  our  own  conjectures,  what  that  fentence  fliould 
be  :  but  this  is  far  from  being  the  cafe.  Our  Lord  Jelus 
C brill,  in  his  infinite  condefcenflon  and  compaflion,  has  been 
pleafed  to  give  us  a  copy  of  the  fentence,  and,  no  doubt, 
a  moll  exact  copy  ;  and  the  words  which  contain  it  are 
worthy  of  being  in  fcribed  on  every  heart.  The  King,  a- 
midft  all  the  fplen dour  and  dignity  in  which  he  fliall  then 
appear,  u  fliall  fay  unto  thole  on  his  right  hand,  Come,  ye 
“  blefied  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for 
<c  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  (v)  f  ana  k4  where 
u  the  word  of  a  King  is,  there  is  power”  indeed  (y).  And 
thefe  words  have  a  power  which  may  juflly  animate  the 
heart  of  the  humble  Chriflian  under  the  mofl  overwhelm¬ 
ing  forrow,  and  may  fill  him  with  joy  unfpeakable  and 
u  gL1]j  0f  glory  (z).”  To  be  pronounced  the  blefled  of 

(j)  Jftsxx iv,  15.  (/)  Matth.  xxv.  32.  (u)  Rev.  xx.  12. 
(w)  Lukex ii.  48.  (*)  Matth.  xxv.  54- 

(y)  Ecclef  viii.  4-  (-)  *  Pet'  'u  8* 
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the  Lord  1  to  be  called  to  a  kingdom  !  to  the  immediate, 
the. everlafting  inheritance  of  it  !  and  of  Inch  a  kingdom  ! 
fo  well  prepared,  fo  glorious,  fo  complete,  fo  exquifitely 
fitted  for  the  delight  and  entertainment  of  luch  creatures 
fo  formed  and  fo  renewed,  that  it  ihall  appear  worthy  the 
eternal  counfels  of  God  to  have  contrived  it,  worthy  his 
eternal  love  to  have  prepared  it,  and  to  have  delighted  him- 
felf  with  the  views  of  bellowing  it  upon  his  people  l  Be¬ 
hold,  a  Welled  hope  indeed  l  a  lively  glorious  hope,  to 
which  we  are  begotten  again  by  the  refurrection  of  Chrift 
from  the  dead  (a),  and  formed  by  the  fan&ifying  influence 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  upon  our  minds  !  But  it  is  a  hope, 
from  which  thou,  O  firmer,  are  at  prefen t  excluded  :  and 
methinks  it  might  be  grievous*  to  reflect,  u  Thefe  gracious 
words  ihall  Chrift  fpeak  to  dome,  to  multitude  -,  but  not  to 
me;  on  me  there  is  no  bleflednefs  pronounced;  for  me 
there  is  no  kingdom  prepared.”  But  is  that  all?  Alas! 
fmner  l  Chrift  hath  given  thee  a  dreadful  counterpart  to 
this  :  he  hath  told  us  what  he  will  lay  to  thee,  if  ihou  con- 
tinned:  as  thou  art ;  to  thee,  and  to  ail  the  nations  of  the 
impenitent  unbelieving  world,  be  they  ever  fo  numerous, 
be  the  rank  of  particular  criminals  everfo  great.  He  dial l 
fay  to  the  kings  of  the  earth,  who  have  been  rebels  againft 
b  in  to  u  the -great  and  rich  men,  and  the  chief  captains, 
u  and  the  mighty  men,  as  well  as  to  every  bondman,  and 
“  every  freeman”  of  inferior  rank  .  De  pa  r  t  f  r  o  m 

ME,  YE  CURSED,  INTO  EVERLASTING  FIRE,  PRE¬ 
PARED  FOR  THE  DEVIL  AND  HIS  ANGELS  (A  A  01* 

\  /  ' 

pa  ufe  upon  thefe  weighty  words,  that  thou  m  aye  ft  enter 
into  fomething  of  the  importance  of  them  ! 

§  9-  He  will  fay,  Depart  ;  you  dial!  be  driven  ■-from 
his  prefence  with  d  if  grace  and  infamy;  from  Him,  the 
fource  of  life  and  bleflednefs,  in  anearnefs  to  whom  all  the. 
inhabitants  of  heaven  continually  rejoice  :  you  ihall  depart 
accurfed ;  you  have  broken  God’s  law,  and  its  curie  falls 
upon  you  ;  and  you  are  and  /hall  be  under  that  curie,  that  ‘ 
abiding  curfe  ;  from  that  day  forward  you  rhall  be  regard' 
ed  by  God,  and  all  his  creatures,  as  an  accurfed  and  abo¬ 
minable  thing;  as  the- mod  detedable  and  the  mod  mifc* 
rable  part  of  the  creation  :  you  /hall  go  into  fire  ;  and,  oh, 

{a)  i  Pei ,  i.  3.  Uf  Rev .  vL  15.  (c)  RJatth.  xxv.  a  i  . 
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confider  into  what  fire  l  Is  it  merely  into  one  fierce  biaze, 
which  fliall  confume  you  ill  a  moment,  though  with  exqui- 
fite  pain  ?  that  were  terrible  :  but,  oh,  fuch  terrors  are  not 
to  be  named  with  thefe  :  thine,  firmer,  is  ever lajling fire  } 
it  is  that  which  our  Lord  hath  in  fuch  awful  terms  deicribed 
as  prevailing  there,  u  where  their  worm  dieth  not,  and  the 
u  fire  is  not  quenched and  then  fays  it  a  fecond  time, 
u  Where  their  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  nor  quench- 
u  ed  and  again,  in  wonderful  companion,  a  third  time, 
u  Where  their  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quench- 
u  ed  (d)”  Nor  was  it  originally  prepared,  or  principally 
intended  for  you  ;  it  was  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his 
angels ;  for  thole  firft  grand  rebels  who  were,  immediate¬ 
ly  upon  their  fall,  doomed  to  it ;  and  fmce  you  have  taken 
part  with  them  in  their  apoftacy,  you  mufl  fink  with  them 
in  that  flaming  ruin  j  and  fink  lb  much  the  deeper  as  you 
have  defpifed  a  Saviour  who  was  never  offered  to  them. 
Thefe  muft  be  your  companions,  and  your  tormentors,  with 
whom  you  muft  dwell  forever.  And  is  it  I  that  fay  this  ? 
or  fays  not  the  law7  and  the  gofpel  the  fame  ?  Does  not  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  exprefsly  fay  it,  “  who  is  the  faithful  and 
“  true  Witnefs  (e)  5”'  even  he  who  himfelf  is  to  pronounce, 
the  lentence. 

§  i  o.  And  when  it  is  thus  pronounced,  and  pronounc¬ 
ed  by  him,  fliall  it  not  alfo  be  executed  ?  Who  could, 
imagine  the  contrary?  who  could  Imagine  there  fhould  be 
all  this  pompous  declaration  to  fill  the  m in d. only  with  vain 
terror,  and  that  this  lentence  fhould  vanifii  mto  fmcke  ? 
You  may  eafily  apprehend,  that  this  would  be  a  greater  re¬ 
proach  to  the  divine  admimftration,  than  if  fentence  weie 
never  to  be  palled  ;  and,  therefore,  we  might  eafily  have 
inferred  the  execution  of  it  from  the  procefs  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  judgment.  But  left  the  treacherous  heart  of  a  finner 
fhould  deceive  him  with  fo  vain  a  hope,  the  affurance  of 
that  execution  is  immediately  added  in  veiv  memoi ame 
terms:  It  fliall  be  done  5  it  fliall  immediately  be  done. 
Then,  on  that  very  day,  while  the  found  of  it  is  yet  in- 
their  ears,  the  wicked  fiiali  go  away  into  everlafhng  pu= 
«  nifhment  (/)  5”  and  thou,  O  reader,  whoever  thou  art* 

(d)  Mark  ix.  44,46,48.  {e)  Rev*  w-  14* 

(/)  Matth*  xxv.  4. 
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being  found  in  their  number,  fhalt  go  away  with  them  ; 
fhall  be  driven  on  among  all  thele  wretched  multitudes, 
and  plunged  with  them  into  eternal  ruin.  The  wide  gates 
of  hell  fhall  be  open  to  receive  thee  they  iliall  be  flint 
upon  thee  for  ever  to  incloie  thee,  and  be  faff  barred  by 
the  almighty  hand  of  divine  juftice,  to  prevent  all  hope,  all 
poflibility  of  efcape  for  ever. 

§  11.  And  now  prepare  thyfelf  “to  meet  the  Lord 
“  thy  God  (g)  fummon  up  all  the  refolution  of  thy 
mind  to  endure  fuch  a fentence,  fuch  an  execution  as  this: 
for  u  he  will  not  meet  thee  as  a  man  (h)f  whole  heart 
will  fometimes  fail  him,  when  about  to  exert  a  needful  a£t 
of  feverity,.  fo  that  companion  may  prevail  againlt  reafon 
and  juftice.  No,  he  will  meet  thee  as  a  God,  whofe 
fchemes  andpurpofes  are  all  immoveable  as  his  throne.  I, 
therefore,  teflify  to  thee  in  his  name  this  day,  that,  if  God 
be  true,  he  will  thus  fpeak  ;  and  that  if ‘lie  be  able,  he  will 
thus  ad.  And  on  fuppofition  of  thy  continuance  in  thine 
impenitency  and  unbelief,  thou  art  brought  into  this  mile- 
rable  cafe,  that  if  God  be  not  either  falfe  or  weak,  thou  art 
undone,  thou  art  eternally  undone. 

The  Reflection  of  a  Simier  ftruck  with  ike  terror  of 

his  Sentence .. 


WRETCH  that  I  am  !  what  iliall  I  do  ?  or  whither 
fhall  I  flee  ?  u  I  am  weighed  in  the  balance,  and 
u  am  found  wanting,  This  is,  indeed,  my  doom, 

the  doom  I  am  to  expect  from  the  mouth  of  Chriit  himielf, 
from  the  mouth  of  him  who  died  for  the  falvation  and  re¬ 
demption  of  men.  Dreadful  fentence  !  and  fo  much  more 
dreadful  when  confidered  in  that  view  !  To  what  Iliall  X 
look  to  fave  me  from  it  !  To  whom  fhall  I  call!  Shall  X 
fay  to  the  rocks,  Fall  onme,andto  the  hills,  Cover  me  ( k )  ? 
What  fhould  I  gain  by  that  ?  Were  I  indeed  overwhelmed 
with  rocks  and  mountains,  they  could  not  conceal  me  from 
the  notice  of  his  eye  ;  and  his  hand  could  reach  me  with  as 
much  eafe  there  as  any  where  elfe. 

Wretch  indeed  that  I  am  !  Oh  that  I  had  never  been 
born  !  Oh  that  I  had  never  known  the  dignity  and  prero- 


(g)  Amos\v.  12. 
(/)  Dan ,  Vo  27. 


( h )  If  a .  xlvii.  3, 
(k)  Luke  xxiii,  3$, 
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gative  of  the  rational  nature!  Fatal  prerogative,  indeed, 
that  renders  me  obnoxious  to  condemnation  and  wrath  ! 
Oh  that  I  had  never  been  inflructed  in  the  will  of  God  at 
all,  rather  than  that,  being  thus  in  (trusted,  I  lliould  have 
d' {regarded  and  tranlgreiied  it  !  Would  to  God  I  had 
been  allied  to  the  meaner!  of  the  human  race,  to  them  that 
come  neared:  to  the  (late  of  the  brutes,  rather  than  that  I 
fhould  have  had  my  lot  in  cultivated  life,  am  id  id  io  many 
of  the  improvements  of  reafon,  aud  (dreadful  reflection  1) 
ami  dll  fo  many  of  the  advantages  of  religion  too  !  and  thus 
to’have  perverted  all  to  my  own  deftruClion  1 — Oh  that  God 
would  takeaway  this  rational  foul  i  But,  alas  1  it  will  live 

forever;  will  live  to  feel  the  agonies  of  eternal  death - 

Why  have  I  feen  the  beauties  and  glories  of  a  world  like 
this,  to  exchange  it  for  a  flaming  prifon  !  why  have  I  tail¬ 
ed  fo  many  of  my  Creator’s  bounties,  to  wring  out  at  laft 
the  dregs  of  his  wrath  !  why  have  I  known  the  delights  of 
focial  life  and  friendly  converfe,  to  exchange  them  for  the 
horrid  company  of  devils  and  damned  fpirits  in  Tophet  ! 
Oh,  u  who  can  dwell  with  them  in  devouring  flames  ! 
who  can  lye  down  with  them  in  everlafting,  everlafling, 
everlafling  burnings  (/)  P 

But  whom  have  I  to  blame  in  all  this  but  mylelf  ?  wha  t 
have  I  to  a c: life  but  my  own  flupid  incorrigible  folly  ?  On 
what  is  all  this  terrible  ruin  to  be  charged,  but  on  this  one 
fatal  curled  caufe,  that,  having  broken  God’s  law,  I  re¬ 
ject  his  gofpel  too  ? 

Yet  flay,  O  my  foul,  in  the  inidfl  of  all  thefe  doleful, 
foreboding  complaints.  Gan  I  fay  that  I  have  Anally  re¬ 
jected  the  gofpel  ?  Am  I  not,  to  this  day,  under  the  found 
of  it  !  The  fentence  is  not  yet  gone  forth  againfl  me  in  fo 
determined  a  manner,  as  to  be  utterly  ii  reverflble.  Through 
all  this  gloomy  profpeCt  one  ray  of  hope  breaks  in,  and  it  is 
pefllble  I  may  yet  be  delivered. 

Reviving  thought  !  I  rejoice  in  it,  O  my  foul,  though  it 
be  with  trembling:  and  turn  immediately  to  that  God  who, 
though  provoked  by  ten  thoufand  offences,  has  not  yet 
«  fworn  in  his  wrath,  that  thou  /halt  never”  be  permitted 
to  hold  farther  entercourfe  with  him,  or  to,  u  enter  i ntc 
his  refl  (w).” 

(w)  PfaJmxc y. 


(/)  Ifa.  xxxiii.  1 4» 
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I  do  then,  O  blefled  Lord,  proftrate  mvfelf  in  the  dud 
before  thee.  I  own  I  am  a  condemned  and  miferable  crea¬ 
ture,  but  my  language  is  that  of  the  humble  Publican, 
u  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  fnner  (n'j  1”  Some  general  and 
confuled  apprehenfions  I  have  of  a  way  by  which  I  may 
pollibly  efcape.  O  God,  whatever  that  way  is,  fhew  it  me, 
I  befeech  thee  1  Point  it  out  fo  plainly  that  I  may  not  be 
able  to  miftake  it  !  And,  oh,  reconcile  my  heart  to  it,  be 
it  ever  fo  humbling,  be  it  ever  fo  painful. 

Surely,  Lord,  I  have  much  to  learn  ;  but  be  thou  my" 
teacher  1  Stay  for  a  little  thine  uplifted  hand  ;  and,  in  thine 
infinite  companion,  delay  the  ftroke,  till  I  enquire  a  little 
farther  how  I  may  finally  avoid  it  ! 

— c<g>.c^o— . 

CHAP .  VII. 

The  helplefs  State  of  the  Sinner  under  Condemnation. 

The  /inner  urged  io  confider  how  he  can  be  famed  from  thin 
impending  ruin ,  §  i,  2*  (0*  ^ 0 *  by  any  thing 

he  can  offer ,  §  3.  (2).  Nor  by  any  thing  he  can 

endure ,  §  4.  (3).  Nor  by  any  thing  he  can  do  in  the 

courfe  of  future  duty,  §  5.  (4).  Nor  by  any  alliance 

with  fellow -firmer s  on  earth,  or  in  hell ,  §  6 — 8.  (5). 
Nor  by  any  inter pofition  or  interceffion  of  angels  or 
faints  in  his  favour,  §  9.  Hint  of  the  only  method ,  to 
be  afterwards  more  largely  explained,  ib.  The  lamen¬ 
tation  of  a  firmer  in  this  miferable  condition . 

§  1.  CJ- INNER,  thou  hafl;  heard  the  fentence  of  God,  as 
U  it  ftands  upon  record  in  his  facred  and  immuta¬ 
ble  word.  And  wilt  thou  lie  down  under  it  in  everlafting 
defpair?  wilt  thou  make  no  attempt  to  be  delivered  from 
it,  when  it  fpeaks  nothing  lefs  than  eternal  death  to  thy 
foul?  if  a  criminal,  condemned  by  human  laws,  has  but 
the  lead  fhadow  of  hope  that  he  may  pollibly  efcape,  he  is 
all  attention  to  it.  If  there  be  a  friend  who  he  thinks  can 
iaelp  him,  with  what  flrong  importunity  does  he  intreat  the 

(»)  Luke  xviii.  1  3. 
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interposition  of  that  friend  ?  And,  even  while  he  is  before 
the  judge,  how  difficult  is  it  often  to  force  him  away  from 
the  bar,  while  the  cry  of  Mercy,  mercy,  mercy,  may  be 
heard,  though  it  be  never  fo  unfeafonable  ?  A  mere  poffi- 
bility  that  it  may  make  fome  impreffion  makes  him  eager  in 
it,  and  unwilling  to  be  ftlenced  and  removed. 

§  2.  W  ilt  thou  not  then,  O  ftnner,  ere  yet  execution 
is  done,  that-  execution  which  may,  perhaps,  be  done  this 
very  day,  wilt  thou  not  call;  about  in  thy  thoughts  what 
me  a  Tures  may  be  taken  for  their  deliverance?  vet  what 
meafures  can  be  taken?  Conflder  attentively  :  for  it  is  an 
affair  of  moment.  Thy  wifdoni,  thy  power,  thy  eloquence 
or  thine  intereft,  can  never  be  exerted  on  a  greater  occafion. 
If  thou  can  ft  help  thyfelf,  do.  If  thou  haft  any  lecret  fource 
of  relief,  go  not  out  of  thyfelf  for  other  affiftance.  If  thou 
haft  any  facrifice  to  offer,  if  thou  haft  any  ftrength  to  ex¬ 
ert ;  yea,  if  thou  haft  any  allies  on  earth,  or  in  the  invi- 
fible  world,  who  can  defend  and  deliver  thee,  take  thine 
own  way,  fo  that  thou  mayeft  but  be  delivered  at  all,  and 
we  may  not  fee  thy  ruin.  But  fay,  O  tinner,  in  the  prefence 
of  God,  what  facrifice  thou  wilt  prefent,  what  ftrength  thou 
wilt  exert,  what  allies  thou  wilt  have  recourfe  to,  on  fo  ur¬ 
gent,  lo  hopelefs  an  occafion  ;  for,  hopelets  1  muff  indeed 
pronounce  it,  if  fuch  methods  are  taken. 

§  3*  Tffiejuftice  of  God  is  injured  :  haft  thou  any  atone¬ 
ment  to  maxe  to  it  ?  If  thou  was  brought  to  an  inquiry  and 
propofal,  like  that  of  the  awakened  ftnner,  “  Wherewith 
u  fhall  I  come  before  the  Lord,  and  bow  myfelf  before 
u  the  high  God  ?  Snail  I  come  before  him  with  burnt  of- 
ferings,  with  calves  of  a  year  old?  Will  the  Lord  be 
u  pleafed  with  thou  lands  of  rams,  or  with  ten  thoufands 
of  rivers  of  oil  (a)  ?”  Alas  !  wert  thou  as  great  a  prince 
as  Solomon  hunfelf,  and  couldeft  thou  indeed  purchafe  fuch 


iacrifices  as  thele,  there  would  be  no  room  to  mention  them. 
u  Lebanon  would  not  be  fufficient  to  burn,  nor  all  the 
u  beads  thereof  for  a  burnt-offering  (b  ft’  Even  under 
that  difpenlation,  which  admitted  and  required  facrifices  in 
fome  cafes,  the  blood  of  bulls  and  goats,  though  it  exempt¬ 
ed  the  offender  from  farther  temporal  punifhment,  could  not 
take  away  fin  (c),  nor  prevail  by  any  means  to  purge  the 


(a)  Micah  vi.  6,  7.  ( b )  Ijd.  xj.  16.  (c)  Heb .  x.  a 
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confciencein  the  fight  of  God.  And  tha’  loul  that  had  done 
ouglit  pretumptuoufly,  was  not  aliowed  to  bring  any  lin-of- 
fering,  or  treipais-offering  at  all,  but  was  conceit  ned  to 
“  die  without  mercy  d  Now  God  and  thine  own  con¬ 
science  know  that  thine  offences  have  not  been  merely  the 
errors  of  ignorance  and  inadvertency,  but  that  thou  hall 
finned  with  a  high  hand,  in  repeated  aggravated  infiances, 
as  thou  haft  acknowledged  already. — Shouldeft  thou  acid, 
with  the  wretched  (inner  defer  bed  above,  “  Shall  I  give 

my  firft-born  for  my  tranfgreffion,  the  fruit  of  my  body 
u  for  the  fm  of  my  ioul  \e/  ?”  What  could  the  blood  of 
a  beloved  child  do  in  luch  a  caie,  but  dye  thy  crimes  fo 
much  the  deeper,  and  add  a  vet  unknown  horror  to  them  ? 
1  hou  haft  offended  a  Being  of  infinite  Majefly  ;  and  if 
that  offence  is  to  be  expiated  by  blood,  it  muff  be  by  ano¬ 
ther  kind  of  blood  than  that  which  flows  in  the  veins  of  thy 
children,  or  in  thine  own. 

§  4-  Wilt  thou  then  fuffer  thyfelf,  till  thou  haft  made 
full  fatisfaftion  ?  But  how  Shall  that  fatisfa&ion  be  made  ? 
Shall  it  be  by  any  calamities  to  be  endured  in  this  mor¬ 
tal  momentary  life  ?  Is  the  iuftice  of  God,  then  efleemed, 
fo  little  a  thing,  that  the  forrows  of  a  few  days  fliould  fuf- 
iice  to  anfwer  its  demands  ?  Or  doff  thou  think  of  future 
bufferings  in  the  invifible  world  ?  If  thou  doff,  that  is  not 
deliverance  :  and  with  regard  to  that  I  may  venture  to  fay, 
When  thou  half  made  full  fatisfa&ion,  thou  wilt  be  releaf¬ 
ed  ;  when  thou  haft  paid  the  utmoft  farthing  of  that  debt, 
thy  prilon-doors  fhall  be  opened.  In  the  mean  time  thou 
mult  “  make  thy  bed  in  hell  ( f)  and,  O  unhappy  man  ! 
wilt  thou  lie  down  there  with  a  fecret  hope  that  the  moment 
will  come  when  the  rigour  of  divine  juffice  will  not  be 
able  to  inflict  anv  thing  more  than  thou  haft  endured, 
and  when  thou  mayeft  claim  thy  difeharge  as  a  matter  of 
right  !  It  would  indeed  be  well  for  thee  if  thou  cotddeft  car¬ 
ry  down  with  thee  fuch  a  hope,  falfe  and  flattering  as  it  is; 
but,  alas  !  thou  wilt  fee  things  in  fo  juft  a  light,  that  to  have 
no  comfort  but  this  will  be  eternal  defpair.  That  one  word 
of  thy  lentence,  E'verlafting  fire ;  that  one  declaration, 
u  The  worm  dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched;’’ 
will  be  fufficient  to  ftrike  fuch  a  thought  into  black  r0n- 


(d)  Num.xv.  30.  (e)  Micahvu  7.  (/)  Pfalm  cxxxJx.8. 


6.0  The  Rife  and  Progrefs  chap.  7,' 

fufion,  and  to  overwhelm  thee  with  hopelefs  agony  and 
horror. 

§  5.  Or  do  you  think  that  your  future  reformation  and 
diligence  in  duty  for  the  time  to  come  will  procure  your  dif- 
charge  from  this  fentence  ?  Take  heed,  tinner,  what  kind  of 
obedience  thou  thinked  of  offering  to  an  holy  God.  That 
mud  be  fpotiels  and  complete,  which  his  infinite  fan&ity  can 
approve  and  accept,  if  he  confider  thee  in  thyfelf  alone  ; 
there  mufl:  be  no  incon (fancy,  no  forgetfulnefs,  no  mixture 
of  fin  attending  it.  And  wilt  thou,  enfeebled  as  thou  art, 
by  fo  much  original  corruption,  and  fo  many  finful  habits 
contracted  by  innumerable  actual  tranfgrefiions,  undertake 
fo  render  l'uch  an  obedience  and  that  for  all  the  remainder 
of  thy  life  ?  In  vain  wou  deft  thou  attempt  it  even  for  one 
day.  New  guilt  would  immediately  plunge  thee  into  new 
ruin  :  but  if  it  did  not ;  if  from  this  moment  to  the  very 
end  of  thy  life  all  were  as  complete  obedience  as  the  law  of 
God  required  from  Adam  in  Paradife,  would  that  be  luf- 
fie’ent  to  cancel  paft  guilt  ?  would  it  difeharge  an  old  debt 
that  thou  hadft  not  contracted  a  new  one  ?  Offer  this  to  thy 
neighbour,  and  fee  if  he  will  accept  it  for  payment;  and  if 
he  wifi  not,  wilt  thou  prefume  to  offer  it  to  thy  God  ? 

§  6.  But  I  will  not  multiply  words  on  fo  plain  a  iubjeCt. 
While  I  fpeak  thus,  time  is  palling  away,  death  prefles  on, 
and  judgment  is  approaching.  And  what  can  have  thee  from 
thefe  awful  feenes,  or  what  can  protect  thee  in  them?  Can 
the  world  fave  thee  ?  that  vain  delufive  idol  of  thy  wiflies 
and  purfuits,  to  which  thou  art  facrificing  thine  eternal 
hope  ?  Well  doll  thou  know  that  it  will  utterly  forfake  thee 
when  thou  needed:  it  mod;  and  that  not  one  of  its  enjoy¬ 
ments  can  be  carried  along  with  thee  into  the  invilible  date ; 
no,  not  fo1  much  as  a  trifle  to  remember  it  by,  if  thoucoulded 
defire  to  remember  fo  incondant  and  lo  treacherous  a  friend 
as  the  world  has  been. 

§  /.  And  when  you  are  dead,  or  when  you  are  dying, 
can  your  finful  companions  fave  you?  Is  there  any  one  of 
them,  if  he  were  ever  fo  defirous  of  doing  it,  that  u  can 
4(  give  unto  God  a  ranfomforyou  to  deliver  you  from 

going  down  to  the  grave,  or  from  going  down  to  hell  ? 
Alas  !  you  will  probably  be  io  lenfible  of  this,  that  when 
you  lie  on  the  border  of  the  grave,  you  will  be  unwilling 

[£)  Rfahn  xlix.  7. 
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to  fee  or  to  convene  with  thole  that  were  once  your  fa¬ 
vourite  companions.  They  will  afflict  you  rather  than  re¬ 
lieve  you,  even  then  ;  how  much  lets  can  they  relieve  you 
before  the  bar  of  God,  when  they  are  overwhelmed  .with 
their  own  condemnation  ? 

$8.  As  for  the  powers  of  darknel's,  you  are  fure  they 
will  be  far  from  any  ability  or  inclination  to  help  you.  Sa¬ 
tan  has  been  watching  and  labouring  for  your  aeftru&iqn, 
and  he  will  triumph  in  it.  But  if  there  could  be  any  thing 
of  an  amicable  confederacy  between  you,  what  would  that 
be  but  an  afiociation  in  ruin  ?  For  the  day  of  judgment  of 
ungodly  men  will  alfo  be  the  judgment  of  thefe  rebellious 
fpirits ;  and  the  fire  into  which  thou,  O  fmner,  muft  depart, 
is  that  which  was  u  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  #n- 

44  gels  (//.)”  v  ' 

§  9.  Will  the  celeflial  fpiritsthen  fave  thee  ?  will  they 
interpofe  their  powrer  or  their  prayers  in  thy  favour  ?  An 
interpofition  of  power,  when  fentence  is  gone  forth  againft; 
thee,  were  an  aft:  of  rebellion  a  gain  ft  heaven,  which  thefe 
holy  and  excellent  creatures  would  abhor.  And  when  the 
final  plea, fure  of  the  Judge  is  known,  inftead  of  interceding 
in  vain,  for  the  wretched  criminal,  they  would  rather,  with 
ardent  zeal  for  the  glory  of  their  Lord,  and  cordial  ac- 
quiefcence  in  the  determination  of  has  wifdojm  and  juftice, 
prepare  to  execute  it.  Yea,  difficult  as  it  may  at  prefent 
be  to  conceive  it,  it  is  a  . certain  truth,  that  the  Servants  of 
Chrift,  who  now  moft  tenderly  love  you,  and  moft  affecti¬ 
onately  leek  your  falvation,  not  excepting  thole  who  are 
allied  to  you  in  the  neareft  bonds  of  nature,  or  of  friend- 
flip,  even  they  ftiall  put  their  Amen  to  it.  Now,  indeed, 
their  bowels  yearu.over  you,  and  their  eye  poured)  out  tears 
on  your  account,;  now  they  expoftulate  with  you,  and 
plead  with  God  for  you,  if  by  any  means,  while  yet  there* 
is  hope,  you  may  be  44  plucked  as  a  firebrand  out  of  the  bur- 
44  ning  (,/)  ;”  but,  alas  !  their  remonftrances  you  will  not 
regard,;  and  as  for  their  prayers,  what  fihould  they  afk  for 
you  ?  what  but  this,  that  vou  may  fee  yourfelves  to  be  un¬ 
done  ;  and  that,  utterly  delpairing  of  any  help  from  your¬ 
felves,  or  from  any  created  power,  you  may  lie  before  God 
in  humility  and  brokennefs  of  heart ;  that,  fubmitting  your- 

(k)  Matth.  xxy.  41.  (i)  Amos  iv.  if. 
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felves  to  his  righteous  judgment,  and  in  an  utter  renuncia¬ 
tion  of  all  felf-dependence,  and  of  all  creature-dependence, 
you  may  lift  up  an  humble  look  towards  him,  as  almofl 
lrom  the  depths  of  hell,  if  perad venture  he  may  have  com¬ 
panion  upon  you,  and  may  himfelf  dired  you  to  that  only 
method  of  relcue  which,  while  things  continue  as  in  prefent 
.circum fiances  they  are,  neither  earth,  nor  hell,  nor  heaven, 
.can  afford  you. 

The  Lamentation  of  a  Sinner  in  this  miferable  con - 

dition. 

OH  doleful,  uncomfortable,  helplefs  flate  !  Oh  wretch 
that  I  am,  to  have  reduced  myfelf  to  it  !  Poor,  emp¬ 
ty,  miferable,  abandoned  creature  !  Where  is  my  pride-, 
and  the  naughtinefs  of  my  heart?  where  are  my  idol  dei¬ 
ties,  u  whom  I  have  loved  and  ferved,  after  whom  I  have 
“  walked.,  and  whom  I  have  fought  (£).,”  whilfl  I  have 
been  multiplying  my  tranfgreffions  againli  the  Majefly  of 
heaven  ?  Is  there  no  heart  to  have  .compaffion  upon  me  ? 
is  there  no  hand  to  fare  me  ?  u  Have  pity  upon  me,  have 
a  pity  upon  me,  O  my  friends  ;  for  the  hand  of  God  hath 
“  touched  me(/)  hath  ieized  me  !  I  feel  it  prefling  me 
hard,  and  what  fhall  I  do  ?  Perhaps  they  have  pity  upon 
me  :  but,  alas,  how  feeble  a  ^compaflion  !  Only  if  there  be 
anywhere  in  the  whole  compafs  of  nature  any  help,  tell  me 
where  it  may  be  found  !  O  point  it  out;  direct  me  towards 
it  ;  or  rather,  confounded  and  afloniflied  as  my  mind  is, 
take  me  by  the  hand  and  lead  me  to  it. 

O  ye  miniflers  of  the  Lord,  whofe  office  it  is  to  guide 
and  comfort  di  fire  fed  fouls,  take  pity  upon  me!  I  fear  I 
am  a  pattern  of  many  other  helplefs  creatures,  who  have 
the  like  need  of  your  affiflance.  Lay  afide  your  other  cares 
to  care  for  my  foul ;  to  care  for  this  preciousMoul  of  mine, 
which  lies  as  it  were  bleeding  to  death  (if  that  expreffion 
may  be  ufed)  while  you,  perhaps,  hardly  afford  me  a  look  ; 
or,  glancing  an  eye  upon  me,  “  pafs  over  to  the  other  fide 
“  (m)P'  Yet,  alas  !  in  a  cafe  like  mine,  what  can  your 
interpofition  avail,  if  it  be  alone  ?  “  If  the  Lord  do  not  help 
“  me,  how  can  ye  help  me  («)  ?” 

{*)  Jer.  viii.  2.  (/)  Job  x ix.  21. 

(77)  2  Kings  vi.  2  7. 


(m)  Luke  x.  3 1. 
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Oh  “  God  of  the  fpirits  of  all  flefli  (o),”  I  lilt  up  mine 
eyes  unto  thee,  and  cry  unto  thee,  as  out  ol  the  belly  of  Hell, 
(p)P*  I  cry  unto  thee  at  lead  from  the  borders  of  it.  Yet 
while  I  lie  before  thee  in  this  infinite  didrefs,  I  know  that 
thine  almighty  power  and  boundleis  grace  can  diil  find  out 
a  way  for  mv  recovery. 

Thou  art  he  whom  I  have  moil  of  all  injured  and  af¬ 
fronted  ;  and  yet  from  thee  alone  muff  I  now  leek  redrels. 
“  Againfl  thee,  thee  only,  have  I  tinned,  and  done  evil  in 
u  thy  hght  (q)  to  that  u  thou  mightellbe  judified  when 
“  thou  fpeakefl,  and  be  clear  when  thou  judged, ’’  though 
thou  fhoulded  this  moment  adjudge  me  to  eternal  mifery. 
And  yet  I  find  fomething  that  feeretly  draws  me  to  thee,  as 
if  I  might  find  refcue  there,  where  I  have  deferred  the  mod 
aggravated  deftru&ion.  BletJed  God,  u  I  have  dedroved 
**  myfelf but  in  thee  is  my  help  (r),”  if  there  can  be  help 
at  all. 

I  know,  in  the  general,  that  “  thy  ways  are  not  as  our 
“  ways,  nor  thy  thoughts  as  our  thoughts  5”  but  are  as  high, 
“above  them  as  the  heavens  are  above  the  earth  (j).” 
“  Have  mercy”  therefore  u  upon  me,  O  God,  according 
u  to  thy  loving  kindnefs,  according  to  the  multitude  of  thy 
“  tender  mercies  (?) !”  On  point  out  the  path  te  the  4tx 
of  refuge  !  Oh  lead  me  thyfelf  u  in  the  wav  everladmg  («)  • 

I  know, in  the  general,  that  thy  gofpel  is  the  only  remedy: 
Oh  teach  thy  fervants  to  adminider  it  !  Oh  prepare  mine 
heart  to  receive  it  !  and  fuller  not,  as  in  many  indances, 
that  malignity  which  has  fpread  itfelf  through  all  my  na¬ 
ture  to  turn  that  noble  medicine  into  poiion  ! 
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News  of  Salvation  by  Cbrift,  brought  to  the  convinced  and 

condemned  Sinner. 

The  awful  things  which  have  hitherto  been  fail,  intended 
not  to  grieve,  bid  to  help ,  §  1.  After  fo me  reflection 

(o')  Nmn.  xvi.  2.  ( p )  Jonah  ii.  2.  (f)  PJ'ahnXi.  4.' 

(r)  Hof.  x  Hi.  9.  (s)"  Ifa.lv.  8,  9.  (t)  PJahn  li,  ], 

(u)  Pjaim  cxxxix*  24* 
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on  ike  pleafure  with  which  a  minifier  of  the gofpel  may 
deliver  the  mejfage  with  which  he  is  charged ,  §  2  .  and 
fame  reafonsfor  the  repetition  of  what  is  in  f peculation 
jo  generally  known,  $  3.  the  author  proceeds  briefly  to 
declare  thefubflance  cf  fheje  glad  tidings  :  viz.  That 
God  having ,  in  his  infinite  companion,  Jent  his  Son  to 
die  for  firmer  s,  is  now  reconcilable  through  him ,  §  4. — 
o*  So  that  the  mofi  heinous  tranfgrefiions  fhalTbe  en¬ 
tirely  pardoned  to  believers,  and  they  made  completely 
jjnd  eternally  happy ,  §7,8.  The  [inner  s  reflection  on 
this  good  news . 

§  1*  TV/TY  dear  reader!  it  is  the  great  defgn  of  tfie 
Xv  A  gofpel,  and,  wherever  it  is  cordially  received, 
it  is  the  glorious  effect  of  it,  to  fill  the  heart  with  fentiments 
of  love  ;  to  teach  us  to  abhor  all  unneceflary  rigour  and  fe- 
verity  ;  and  to  delight,  not  in  the  grief,  but  in  the  happi- 
nefs  of  our  fellow-creatures.  I  can  hardly  apprehend,  how 
he  can  be  a  Chridian  who  takes  pleafures  in  the  dihrefs 
which  appears  even  in  a  brute,  much  lefs  in  that  of  a  hu¬ 
man  mind  ;  £*nd,  efpecially,  in  fuch  did: refs  as  the  thoughts 
I  have  been  propoflng  muff  give,  if  there  be  any  due  at¬ 
tention  to  their  weight  and  energy.  I  have  often  felt  a 
tender  regret  while  I  have  been  reprefentiug  thefe  things-; 
and  I  could  have  wifhed  from  mine  heart  that  it  had  not 
been  neceflaiy  to  have  placed  them  in  fo  fevere  and  fo  pain- 
fid  a  light.  But  now  I  am  addrefling  myfelf  to  a  part  of 
my  work,  which  I  undertake  with  unutterable  pleafure  ; 
audio  that  which  indeed  I  had  in  view,  in  all  thofe  awful 
things  which  I  have  already  been  laying  before  you.  I 
have  been  flowing  you,  that  if  you  hitherto  have  lived  in 
a  date  of  impenitence  and  fin,  you  are  condemned  by  God’s 
righteous  judgment,  and  have  in  yourfelf  no  fpring  of  hope, 
and  no  poflibiJiry  of  deliverance.  But  I  mean  not  to  leave 
you  under  this  fad  apprehenfion,  to  lie  down  and  die  in 
defpair,  complaining  of  that  cruel  zeal  which  has  u  tor- 
44  mented you  before  the  time  (a)-’’ 

§  2 .  Arife,  O  thou  dejected  foul,  that  art  prodrate  in 
the  duft  before  God,  and  trembling  under  the  terrors  of 
his  righteous  feutence  :  for  I  am  comroiffioned  to  tell  thee, 

(a)  Matth,  vi:i.  19. 


chap.  8.  of  Religion  in  the'  Soul. 

that  though  u  thou  haft  deftroyed  thvfelf,  in  God  is  thine 
44  help  (£)”  I  bring  thee  44  good  tidings  of  great  joy  (c)f 
which  delight  mine  own  heart  while  I  proclaim  them,  and 
will,  I  hope,  reach  and  revive  thine  ;  even  the  tidings  of 
ialvation  by  the  blood  and  righteoufnefs  of  the  Redeemer. 
And  I  give  itthee,  for  thy  greater  fecurity,  in  the  words  of 
a  gracious  and  forgiving  God,  that  44  he  is  in  Chrift  re- 
44  conciling  the  world  unto  himfelf,  and  not  imputing  to 
44  them  their trefpailes  (d)P’ 

§  3 .  7'his  is  the  beft  news  that  ever  was  heard,  the  molt 
important  mellage  which  God  ever  lent  to  his  creatures  ;• 
and  though  I  doubt  not  at  all,  but  living,  as  you  have  done, 
in  a  Chriftian  Country,  you  have  heard  it  often,  perhaps  a 
thoufand  and  a  thouland  times,  I  will,  with  all  fimplicity 
and  plainnefs,  repeat  it  to  you  again,  and  repeat  it  as  if 
you  had  never  heard  it  before.  If  thou,  O  firmer,  fhouldft 
now,  for  the  ftrft  time,  feel  it,  then  will  it  be  as  a  new 
gofpel  unto  thee,  though  fp  familiar  to  thine  ear  ;  nor  fhall 
it  be  grevious  for  me  to  (peak  what  is  fo  common,  fmce  to 
youitisfafe  and  neceftary  (e) .  They  who  are  moft  deeply 
and  intimately  acquaited  with  it,  inftead  of  being  cloyed 
and  fatiated,  will  hear  it  with  diftinguilhed  pleaftire  ;  and 
as  for  thofe  who  have  hitherto  flighted  it,  I  am  lure  thev 
had  need  to  hear  it  again.  Nor  is  it  abfolutely  impofll- 
ble  that  fome  one  foul,  at  leaft,  may  read  thefe  lines 
who  hath  never  been  clearly  and  fully  inftrufted  in  this' 
important  doftrine,  though  his  everlafting  all  depends  on 
knowing  and  receiving  it.  I  will  therefore  take  care,  that 
fuch  a  one  fhall  not  have  it  to  plead  at  the  bar  of  God, 
that  though  he  lived  m  a  Chriftian  country,  he  was  never 
plainly  and  faithfully  taught  the  doarine  of  falvation  bv 
Jefus  Chrift,  44  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life,  by  whom 
alone  we  come  unto  the  Father  (f)P’ 

§  4.  I  do  therefore  teftify  unto  you  this  day,  that  the 
holy  and  gracious  Majefty  of  heaven  and  earth, forefeeing 
the  fatal  apoftacy  into  which  the  whole  human  race  would 
fall,  did  not  determine  to  deal  in  a  way  of  drift  and  rigorous 
fe verity  with  us,  fo  as  to  confign  us  over  to  univerfal  rum 
and  inevitable  damnation ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  lie  de— - 

( b }  Hof  ziii.  9.  (c)  Luke  ii.  10.  (d)  2  Cor.  y,  to, 

fe)  Philip.  Hi.  1,  (  f  )  Johnx iv.  6.. 
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termined  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  peace  and  reconciliation, 
and  to  pnh'liOi  to  all,  to  whom  the  goi'pel  (hould  reachr  the 
express  offers  of  life  and  glory,  in  a  certain  method,  which 
his  infinite  wifdom  judged  fuitable  to  the  purity  of  his  nature, 
and  the  honour  of  his  government.  This  method  was  in¬ 
deed  a  mojfl  aftonifliing  one,  which  familiar  as  it  is  to  our. 
thoughts  and  our  tongues,  I  cannot  recoiled!  and  mention 
without  great  amazement.  He  determined  to  fend  his 
own  Son  into  the  world,  u  the  brightnefs  of  his  glory, 
4'  and  the  exprefs  image  of  hisperfon  (g),':’  partaker  of  his 
own  divine  perfections  and  honours,  to  be  not  merely  a 
teacher  of  rjghteoufnefs,  and  a  me  (Tenge  r of  grace,  but  al¬ 
io  afacrifice  for  the  fins  of  men  ;  and  would  confent  to  his 
laving  them  on  no  other  condition  but  this,  that  he  (hould 
not  only  labour  but  die  in  the  caui’e. 

§  5.  Accordingly,  at  inch  a  period  of  time  as  infinite 
wildom  faw  1110ft  convenient,  the  Lord  jefus  Chrift  appear¬ 
ed  in  human  fiefli ;  and  after  he  bad  gone  through  the  in-- 
cedant  and  long  continued  fatigues,  and  borne  all  the  pre¬ 
ceding  injuries  which  the  ingratitude  and  malice  of  men 
could  inflict,  be.vohmtarily  u  fubmitted  himfelf  to  death, 
u  even  the  death  of  the  Crofs  (h) and  having  been  u  de- 
4£  Jivered  for  our  offence*,  was  railed  again  for  our  juftifl- 

cation  (/).”■  After  his  refiirreffion,  he  continued  long 
enough  on  earth  to  give  his  followers  convincing  evidences 
c*f  it,  and  then  u  afcended  into  heaven  in  their  fight  (d) 
ana  lent  down  his  Spirit  from  thence  on  his  apoftlesy  to 
enable  them  in  the  molt  perfua/ive  and  authoratative  man¬ 
ner,  to  u  preach  the  go! pel  (/)  Cr  and  he  has  given  it  in 
charge  to  them,  and  to  thole  who,  in  every  age,  fucceed 
them  in  this  part  of  their  offce,  that  it  fhould  be  publi (li¬ 
ed  to  every  creature  (m)  that  all  who  believe  in  it  may 
be  faved,  by  virtue  of  its  abiding  energy,  and  the  immu¬ 
table  power  and  grace  of  its  divine  author,  who  is  u  the 
u  fame  yelterday,  to-day  and  for  ever  (/z).” 

§  6.  Tii is  gofpel  I  do  therefore  now  preach,  and  pro-  ; 
claim  unto  ih.ee,  O  reader,  with  the  fn  cere  ft  define  that, 
through  divine-  grace,  it  may  this  very  day  be  u  halva- 
tuuf  to  thy  foul  (&);’*  Know  therefore,  and  conn  her  it, 

fgj  Heb.  i.  3.  (/z)  Philip,  ii-  8.  (/)  Ro??i.  iv.  25. 

(hj  ACts  i.  9, —  1 1.  (/)  Luke  xz iv.  4c.  (m)  Mark  xvi.  2  4 
(ti)  Heb.  xiii,  8,  {p)  Luke  yak.  9. 
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vvhofoever  thou  art,  that  as  furely  as  thele  words  are  now 
before  thine  eyes,  fo  fure  it  is  that  the  incarnate  Son  of 
God  44  was  made  a  fpecfacle  to  the  world,  and  to  angels, 

44  and  to  men  \p)  bis  back  torn  with  icomges,  his  head 
with  thorns,  his  limbs  llrelched  out  as  on  a  rack,  ana  nail¬ 
ed  to  the  accurled  tree  j  and  in  this  nnlerable  condition  he  ^ 
was  hung  up  by  his  hands  and  hisleet,  as  an  object  of  pub- 
lick  infamy  and  contempt.  Thus  did  he  die,  in  the  midffc 
of  all  the  taunts  and  infults  of  his  cruel  enemies  who  thirfled 
for  his  blood  j  and  which  was  the  faddeft  circumitance  of 
all,  in  the  midit  of  thele  agonies  with  which  he  doled  the 
mod  innocent,  perfect,  and  ufeful  life  that  ever  was  fpent 
upon  earth,  he  had  not  thole  iupports  of  the  divine  prefence 
which  fmful  men  have  often  experienced,  when  they  have 
been  differing  for  the  tedimony  of  their  confcience.  They 
have  often  burd  out  into  tran (ports  of  joy  and  fongs  of 
praife  while  their  executioners  have  been  glutting  their  hel- 
liih  malice,  and  more  than  lavage  barbarity,  by  making 
their  torments  artificially  grievous ;  but  the  crucified  Jefus 
cried  out,  in  the  didrefs  of  his  fpotlefs  and  holy  foul,  44  My 
“  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  (7)  ?” 

§  7.  Look  upon  our  dear  Redeemer!  Look  up  to  this 
mournful,  dreadful,  yet,  in  one  view,  delightful  fpecfa¬ 
cle,  and  then  afk  thine  own  heart,  Do  ye  believe  that 
je.fi  is  differed  and  died  thus  ?  and  why  did  he  differ  and 
die  ?  Let  me  anfwer  in  God’s  own  words,  44  He  way 
“  wounded  for  our  tranfgreflions,  he  was  hr  ailed  for  our 
“  iniquities,  and  the  chaflifement  of  our  peace  was  upon 
44  him,  that  by  his  dripes  we  might  be  healed  :  it  pleai- 
44  ed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him,  and  to  put  him  to  grief,. 
44  when  he  made  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin  ?'*  for,  the 
Lord  44  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all  (r)f  So  that 
I  may  addrefs  von  in  the  words  of  the  apoflle,  44  Be  it 
44  known  unto  you,  therefore,  that  through  this  man  is 
44  preached  unto  you  the  forgivenefs  of  fin  (s);”  as  it 
was  his  command,  julf  after  he  role  from  the  dead,  that 
44  repentance  and  remiffion  of  fins  flionld  be  preached  in 
his  name  unto  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jerufalem  (t)  f 
the  very  place  where  his  blood  had  fo  lately  been  filed  in 

(p)  1  Cor.  iv.  9.  (7)  Matth.  xxvii.  46. 

(r)  Ifa,  liii.  5,  6,  10.  (r)  Afls  x iii.  3 8.  (t)  Luke  xz iv.  47# 
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fo  cruel  a  manner.  I  do  therefore  teftify  unto  you,  in 
the  words  of  another  inlpired  writer,  that  “  Chrift  was 
“  made  fin,”  that  is,  a  fin  offering,  “  for  us,  tho*  he  knew 
“  no  fin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteoulhefs  of  God 
U  ^  him  (u) that  is,  that  through  the  righteoulhefs  he 
has  fulfilled,  and  the  atonement  he  has  made,  we  might 
be  accepted  by  God  as  righteous,  and  be  not  only  pardon¬ 
ed,  but  received  into  his  favour.  u  To  you  is  the  word  of 
this  falvation  lent  (x)  and  to  you,  O  reader,  are  the 
bleffings  of  it  even  now  offered  by  God  ;  fmcereiy  offered,* 
fo  that,  after  all  I  have  laid  under  the  former  heads  it  is  not 
your  having  broken  the  law  of  God  that  fhall  prove  your 
ruin,  if  you  do  not  alio  rejefthis  gofpel.  It  is  not  all  thofe 
legions  of  fins  which  rife  up  in  battle  array  againft  you 
that  fhall  be  able  to  deftroy  you,  If  unbelief  do  not  lead 
them  on,  and  final  impenitence  do  not  bring  up  the  rear. 

I  know  that  guilt  is  a  timorous  thing  :  1  will  therefore 
fpeak  in  the  words  of  God  himfelf ;  nor  can  any  be  more 
comfortable  :  u  He  thatbelieveth  on  the  Son  hath  everlaft- 
(t  bfe  (y)  ;  and  he  fhall  never  come  into  condemnation 
“  ( z)  >  there  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation.”  no  kind 
or  degree  of  it,  to  them,  to  any  one  of  them  u  who  are  in 
*4  Chrift  Jefus,  who  walk  not  after  the  flefh,  but  after  the 
u  Spirit  (ct) You  have  indeed  been  a  very  great  tinner, 
and  your  offences  have  truly  been  attended  with  the  moft 
heinous  aggravations  ;  neverthelefs  you  may  rejoice  in  the 
afiurance,  that 44  where  fin  hath  abounded,  there  fhall  grace 
u  much  more  abound  (b)  j”  that  “  where  tin  hath  reigned 
u  unto  death,”  where  it  has  had  its  mofl  unlimited  fw ay, 
and  mofl  nnrefifled  triumph,  there  fhall  “  righteoufnefi 
4<  reign  to  eternal  life  through  Jefus  Chrift  otu  Lord  (c).” 

T  hat  righteouinefs,  to  which,  on  believing  on  him,  thou 
•  wilt  be  entiled,  fhall  not  only  break  thofe  chains  bv  which 
fin  is  (as  it  were)  dragging  thee  at  its  chariot  wheels  with  a 
furious  pace  to  eternal  ruin,  but  it  fhall  clothe  thee  with 
robes  of  falvation,  fhall  fix  thee  on  a  throne  of  glory, 
where  thou  flialt  live  and  reign  for  ever  among  the  princes 
©f  heaven  ;  fhalt  reign  in  immortal  beauty  and  joy,  without 

{u)  2  Cor .  v.  2i.  ( x )  Attsx iii.  26. 

(2)  John  v.  24.  (•a')  Roni.  ym.  1. 

(c)  Rom .  v.  2  1. 


(y)  John  rii.  3 6. 
(b).  Rom .  v.  20. 
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one  remaining  fear  of  divine  difpleafure  upon  thee  without 
any  fingje  mark  by  which  it  could  be  known  that  thou  hadft 
ever  been  obnoxious  to  wrath  and  a  curfe  .  except  it  e  rin 
anthem  of  praife,  u  to  the  Lamb  that  was  flam,  and  has 

vr allied  thee  from  thy  fins  in  his  own  blood  (d). . 

§‘8.  Nor  is  it  neceifary,  in  order  to  thy  being  re, erne* 
from  guilt,  and  entitled  to  this  high  and  complete  ielici- 
ty,  that  thou  dioulded,  before  thou  wilt  ventine  to  app  y  to 
Jems,  bring  any  good  works  of  thine  own  to  recommend 
thee  to  his  acceptance.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  if  thy  ait 
be  (In cere,  it  will  certainly  produce  them  :  but  I  have  tie 
authority  of  the  word  of  God  to  tell  thee,  that^  it  tnou  thi-s 
day  fincerely  believed  in  the  name  of  the  Son  ot  God,  thou 
{halt  this  day  be  taken  under  his  care,  and  be  numbered  a- 
mong  thofe  of  his  flieep,  to  whom  he  hath  gracioufly  declar¬ 
ed  that  u  he  will  give  eternal  life  and,  “  that  they  diall 
never  perifii  (e)”  Thou  had  no  need  therefore  to  fay, 
u  Who  lhall  go  up  into  heaven  ?  or,  Who  diall  aeicend  in- 
u  to  the  deep”  for  me  :  u  For  the  word  isnign  tnee  in  thy 
“  mouth,  and  in  thine  hart  (/).”  With  this  joyful  meflage 
I  leave  thee  ;  with  this  “  faithful  faying”  in  <eed  u  worthy 
of  all  acceptation  fg)  with  this  gofpel,  O  (inner,  which 
is  my  life,  and  which,  if  thou  dod  not  rejed  it  will  be  thine 

too. 

The  Sinner's  Reflection  on  this  good  News. 

OH,  my  foul,  how  adon idling  is  the  meflage  which  thou 
had  this  day  received  !  I  have  indeed  often  heard 
it  before,  and  it  is  grown  fo  common  to  me  that  the  fur- 
prife  is  not  fenfible  ;  but  re  fie  a,  O  my  foul,  what  it  is  thou 
had  heard,  and  fay,  whether  the  name  of  the  Saviour, 
whole  meflage  it  is,  may  not  well  be  called,  u  Wonderful 
“  Conn  fell  or  (h)f  when  he  difplays  before  thee  fuch  won¬ 
ders  of  love,  and  propofesto  thee  fuch  counfels  of  peace  T 
Bleded  Jefus,  is  it  indeed  thus  l  Is  it  not  the  fiction  of 
the  human  mind?  furelv  i%  is  not!  What  human  mind 
could  have  invented  or  conceived  it  ?  Is  it  a  pla  n  certain 
fad,  that  thou  didd  leave  the  magnificence  and  joy  of  the 

(d)  Rev.  L  5.  (e)  John  x.  28.  (/)  Rom.  x.  6,  7,  8. 

(g)  r  Tim.  i.  15.  (h)  Ifa.  ix.  6. 


Tfie  Rift  and  Pr  ogre/s  an  a?.  8. 

heavenly  world  in  companion  to  fuch  a  wretch  as  I  ?  Oh, 
hadil  thou  from  that  height  of  dignity  and  felicity  only 
iooked  down  upon  me  for  a  moment,  and  fent  iome  graci¬ 
ous  word  to  me  for  my  dire&ion  and  comfort,  even  by  the 
leaft  of  thy  fervants,  juftly  might  I  have  proffrated  myfelf 
m  grateful  admiration,  and  have  killed  the  very  footftep3 
of  him  that  published  iaivation  (/j.  But  didft  thou  conde- 
Icend  to  be  thyfelf  the  meCeuger  !  What  grace  had  that 
been  though  thou  hadftbut  once  in  perfon  made  the  decla¬ 
ration,  and  immediately  returned  back  to  the  throne,  from 
whence  divine  companion  brought  thee  down  ?  But  this  is 
not  ail  the  triumph  of  thmedlluflrious  grace  :  it  not  only 
brought  thee  down  to  earth,  but  kept  thee  here  in  a  frail 
and  wretened  tabernacle  for  long  fuccefHve  years,  and  at 
length  ii  cofl  thee  thy  life, and  (fa-etched. thee  out  as  a  male- 
f  actor  upon  the  ere  Is,  after  thou  hadft  borne  infultand  cru¬ 
elty,  which  it  may  juflly  wound  my  heart  fo  much  as  to 
think  of:  and  thus  thou  haft  atoned  injured  jutl  ice,  and 
**  redeemed  me  to  God  with  thine  own  blood  (X).” 

What  fhall  I  fay  ?  u  Lord  I  believe,  help  thou  mine 
u  unbelief  (/).”  It  feems  to  putfaith  to  the  ftretch  to  ad¬ 
mit  what  it  indeed  exceeds  the  utmoft  ftretch  of  imagina¬ 
tion  to  conceive.  Blefled,  for  ever  blefted,  be  thy  name, 
O  thou  Father  of  mercies,  that  thou  haft  contrived  the 
way  ?  Eternal  thanks  to  the  Lamb  that  wras  flain,  and  to 
that  kind  Providence  that  fent  the  word  of  this  falvation  to 
me  !  Oh  let  me  not  for  ten  thoufand  worlds  u  receive  this 
grace  of  God  in  vain  (m)  !”  Oh  imprefs  this  gofpel  upon 
my  loul,  till  its  faving  virtue  bedifFufed  over  every  faculty  ! 
Let  it  not  only  be  heard,  and  acknowledged,  and  profefled, 
but  felt  !  Make  it  thy  power  to  my  eternal  falvation  (n)  y 
and  raife  me  to  that  humble  tender  gratitude,  to  that  active 
unwearied  zeal  in  thy  fervice,  which  becomes  one  “  to 
u  whom  fo  much  is  forgiven  (0) and  forgiven  upon  fuch 
terms  as  thefe  ! 

I  feel  a  fudden  glow  in  mine  heart  while  thefe  tidings 
are  founding  in  mine  ears ;  but,  Oh  1  let  it  not  be  a  flight 
iuperficial  tranlport  l  Oh  let  not  this,  which  I  would  fain, 
call  my  ChriiHan  joy,  be  as  that  fooliih  laughter  with  which 


(/)  Ifa.  lii.  7.  (X)  Rev.v.  9.  (/)  Mark  ix.  24. 

Cor,\\,  1.  (//)  Rom.  i.  1 6.  (oj  Luke  \ ii.  47. 
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I  have  been  fo  madly  enchanted  “like  the  crackling  blaze 
u  of  thorns  under  a  pot  ( pj  1”  O  teach  me  to  fee  Lire  this 
mighty  blefling,  this  glorious  hope,  in  the  method  which 
thou  haft  appointed  !  and  preferve  me  from  miftaking  the 
joy  of  nature,  while  it  catches  a  glimpfe  of  its  refene  from 
deftru&ion,  for  that  content  of  grace  which  embraces  and 
infures  deliverance. 

CHAP.  IX. 

A  more  particular  account  of  the  Way  by  which  this  Sal¬ 
vation  is  to  be  obtained. 

An  inquiry  into  the  way  of  falvation  by  Chrift  being  [up- 
pofed ,  §  r.  The  [inner  is  in  general  directed  to  re¬ 
pentance  and  faith,  §  2  >  and  urged  to  give  up  allfelf- 
dependence ,  §  3  ;  and  to  Jeek  falvation  by  free  grace , 
§  4.  A  fummary  of  more  particular  directions  is  pro- 

pofed  §  5 .  ( 1 ) .  T hat  the  [inner  fiould  apply  to  Chrift , 
§  6.  with  deep  abhorrence  of  his  former  fins,  §  7.  and 
a  firmrefolution  of  forfaiting  them ,  §  8.  (2).  That 

he  folemnly  commit  his  foul  into  the  hands  of  Chrift, 
the  great  vital  aft  of  faith,  §  9.  which  is  exemplified 
at  large,  §  10.  (3).  That  he  make  it  in  fad  the  go¬ 

verning  care  of  his  future  life  to  obey  and  imitate  Chrift, 
§  11.  This  is  the  only  method  of  obtaining  gof pel  fal- 
vati on,  §  12.  The  [inner  deliberating  0 n  the  ex ptdien- 
cy  °f  accepting  it. 

$  I.  T  NOW  confider  you,  my  dear  reader,  as  coming 
X  to  me  with  the  inquiry  which  the  Jews  once  ad- 
drefted  to  our  Lord,  “  What  ftiall  we  do  that  we  may 
work  the  works  of  God  (a)  ?”  what  method  fhall  I  take 
to  fecure  that  redemption  and  falvation  which  I  am  told 
Chrift  has  procured  for  his  people  ?  I  would  anfwer  it  as 
ferioufly  and  carefully  as  poflible,  as  one  that  knows  of 
what  importance  it  is  to  you  to  be  rightly  informed ;  and 
that  knows  alfo  how  ftrictly  he  is  to  anfwer  to  God  for  the 

{a)  John  vi.  28., 


( p )  Eccl.  vii.  6. 
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fincerity  and  care  with  which  the  reply  is  made.  May  j 
be  enabled  to  44  (peak  as  his  oracle  that  is,  in  fuch  a 

manner  .as  faithfully  to  echo  back  what  the  facred  oracles 
teach. 

§  2.  And  here,  that  I  may  be  fure  to  follow  the  fafeib 
guides,  and  the  faireft  example^,  I  mu  ft  preach  falyation 
to  you,  in  the  way  of  u  repentance  towards  God,  and  of 
44  faith  in  our  Lord  Jeius  Chrilf  ( c )  that  good  old  doc¬ 
trine  which  the  apolties  preached,  and  which  no  man  can 
pretend  to  change,  but  at  the  peril  of  his  own  foul,  and  of 
theirs  who  attend  to  him. 

§3.  I  fuppofe  that  you  are  by  this  time  convinced  of 
your  guilt  and  condemnation,  and  of  yonr  own  inability 
to  recover  yourfelf.  Let  me,  neverthelefs,  urge  you  to  feel 
that  convadlion  yet  more  deeply,  and  to  imprefs  it  with  yet 
greater  weight  upon  your  foul.;  that  you  have  44  undone 
•u  yourfelf,”  and  that  44  in  yourfelf  is  not  your  help  found 
44  {d).”  Be  perfuaded,  therefore,  exprefsly  and  folemnly, 
and  fincerely,  to  give  up  all  felf-dependenpe,  which,  if  you 
do  not  guard  again  ft  it,  will  be  ready  to  return  fecretly,  be¬ 
fore  it  is  obferved,  and  will  lead  you  to  attempt  building  up 
what  you  have  juft  been  deftroying* 

§  4.  Be  allured,  that  if  ever  you  are  faved,  you  muff 
aferibe  that  falvatiqn  .entirely  to  the  free  grace  of  God. 
If  guilty  and  miferabje  as  you  are,  you  are  not  only  ac¬ 
cepted  but -crowned*  you  mu  ft  44  lay  down  your  crown,” 
with  all  humble  acknowledgment,  before  the  throne  (e), 
44  No  flefhmuft  glory  in  his  prefence  ;  but  he  that  glorieth 
44  muft  glory  in  the  Lord  :  for  of  him  are  we  in  Chrift 
44  jefus,  who  of  God  is  mad*  unto  us  wiietem,  and  rigbte- 
44  oufnefs,  and  fan ctifi cation,  and  redemption  (/).”  And 
you  mull  be  (enable  you  are  in  fuch  a  flate,  as  having  none 
of  thefe  in  yourfelf,  to  need  them  in  another.  You  mult 
therefore  be  lienfible  that  you  are  ignorant  and  guilty,  pol¬ 
luted  and  enflaved or,  as  our  Lord  exprelles  it  (with  re¬ 
gard  to  fome  that  were  under  a  Chriftian  profellion)  that, 
as  a  fmner,  you  44  are  wretched  and  miferable,  and  poor, 

M  and  blind,  and  naked (gj.” 

§  5.  If  thefe  views  be  deeply  impreffed  upon  your 
^riind,  you  will  be  prepared  to  receive  what  I  am  now  to 

(b)  1  Pet  iv.  11.  (c)  Arts  XX,  21.  ( d )  Hof  xiii.  9. 

(e)  Rev.*  iv.  10.  (/)  1  Cor,  i.  29.-31.  fg)  Rep.  Mi.  17. 
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fa y.  Hear,  therefore,  in  a  few  words,  your  duty,  your 
remedy,  and  your  iafety,  which  confifts  in  this,  44  That 
you  mu  ft  apply  to  Chrift  with  a  deep  abhorrence  of  your 
former  fins,  and  a  firm  refoiution  of  forfakingthem  ;  form¬ 
ing  that  refoiution  in  the  ftrength  of  his  grace,  and  fixing 
your  dependence  on  him  for  your  acceptance  with  God, 
even  while  you  are  puipofing  to  dc  your  very  beft  ;  and 
when  you  have  actually  done  the  beft  you  ever  will  do  in 
confequence  of  that  purpofe.” 

§  6.  The  firft  and  moft  important  advice  that  I  can 
give  you  in  the  prefent  circumftances  is,  44  That  you  look 
H  to  Chrift,  and  apply  yourfelf  to  him.”  And  here  44  fay  not 
*'4  in  your  heart,  Who  fhall  afcend  into  heaven,  to  bring 
44  him  down  to  me  (ft)  or,  Who  fhall  raife me  up  thither 
to  prefent  me  before  him  ?  The  blefied  Jefus, 44  by  whom  all 
44  things  confift  (/),”  by  whom  the  whole  fyftem  of  them 
is  fupported,  forgotten  as  he  is  by  moft  that  bear  his  name, 
44  is  not  far  from  any  of  us  (k) j”  nor  could  he  have  pro* 
mifed  to  have  been,  44  wherever  two  or  three  are  met  toge- 
44  ther  in  his  name  (/),”  but  in  confequence  ofthofe  truly 
divine  perfe&ions  by  which  he  is  every  where  prefent.- 
Would  you,  therefore,  O  firmer,  delire  to  be  faved  ?  goto 
the  Saviour  :  would  you  defire  to  be  delivered,  look  to  that 
great  Deliverer  ;  and  though  you  fhoukl  be  fo  overwhelmed 
with  guilt,  and  fliame,  and  fear,  and  horror,  that  you  flio.uld 
be  incapable  of  fpeaking  to  him,  fall  down  in  this  fpeechlefs 
confufion  at  his  feet,  and  44  behold  him,  as  the  Lamb  of  God# 
44  that  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world  (#2).” 

§  7.  Behold  him  therefore  with  an  attentive  eye,  an& 
fay  whether  the  fight  does  not  touch,  and  even  mek  thy  very 
heart  ?  Doll  thou  not  feel  what  a  foolifh  and  what  a  wretch¬ 
ed  creature  thou  haft  been,  that  for  the  fake  of  fuch  low  and 
fordid  gratifications  and  interefts  as  thofe  which  thou  haft 
been  purfuing,  thou  fhouldeft  thus  44  kill  the  Prince  of  life 
44  (72).”  Behold  the  deep  wounds  which  he  bore  for  thee. 
44  Look  on  him  whom  thou  haft  pierced,  and  furely  thou  muft 
54  mourn  (0),'”  unlefs  thine  heart  be  hardened  into  ftone. 
Which  of  thy  paft  fins  -canft  thou  reflect  upon,  and  fay; 

{&)  Rom*  x.  6.  (/)  Col,  i.  17.  (A)  Acts  x\ ii.  27* 

(/)  Matth.  xviii.  20,  (m\  Johns.  29. 

(«)  ACts  iii.  *  j,  (0)  Zsdk*  xii.  10, 
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For  this  it  was  worth  my  while  thus  to  have  injured  my  Sa¬ 
viour,  and  to  have  expoledthe  Son  of  God  to  fuchfufte  rings  !  ’ 
And  what  future  temptations  can  arife  lo  confiderable,  that 
thou  fliouldeit  fay,  u  for. the  fake  of  this  I  will  crucify  my 
“  Lord  again  (p)  ?”  Sinner,  thou. muft  repent  ;  thou. mult 
repent  of  every  fin,  and  muft  forlake  it ;  ftit  if  thou  doft  it  to 
any  purpole,  I  well  know  it  muft  be  as  at  the  foot  of  the  crofs. 
Thou  muft  facrifice  every  luft,  even  the  dearefk though  it 
Ihould  be  like  a  right  hand,  or  a  right  eye  q)  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  that  thou  mayeft,  if  pollibje,  be  animated  to  it,  1  have 
led  thee' to  that  altar,  on  which  u  Chrift  bimfelf  was  facri- 
u  ficedfor  thee,  an  offering  of  a  Ivyeet  fm  ejiing  favour 
Thou  muft  “  yield  up  thyfel-f  to  God,  as  one  alive  from  the 
<£  dead  (V  and  therefore  I  have  lliowed  thee,  at  what  a 
price  he  purcha!e*d  thee  :  -u  For  thou  wait  not  redeemed 
u  with  corruptible  things,  as  filver.and  gold,  but  with  the 
u  precious  blood  of  the  .Son  of  *£qd,  that  Lamb  without 
u  blemifti  .and  without  fpot  (-/),”  .And  now  J  would  afk 
thee,  as  before  the  Lord,  what  does  thine  own  heart  fay  to 
-it  ?  Art  thou  grieved  for  thy  former  offences ?  art  thou  wil¬ 
ling  to  forlake  thy  fins  ?  art  thou  willing  to  become  the 
cheerful,  thankful  Servant  of  him,  “  who  hath  purchaled 

rhee  with  his  own  blood 

§  8,  I  will  lap  pole  fuch  a  purpofe^is  this  riling  in  thine 
heart  ;  how  determinate  it  is,  and  how  effeftual  it  may  be, 
I  know  not ;  what  different  views  may  arife  hereafter,  or 
how  foon  the  prefent  fenfe  may  wear  off :  but  this  I  alfured- 
ly  know,  that  thou  wilt  never  fee  reafon  to  change  thefe 
views  ;  for  however  thou  mayeft  alter,  the  Lord  “  Jefus 

Chrift  is  the  fame.yefterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever  ( u) 
and  the  reafons-  that  now  recommend  repentance  and  faith, 
as  fit  and  as  neceftary,  will  .continue  invariable,  as  long  as 
the  perfections  of  the  blelfed  God  are  the  fame,  and  as  long 
as  his  Son  continues  the  fame. 

§  q.  But  while  you  have  thefe  views  and  thefe  purpof- 
x  muft  remind  you,  that  this  is  not  all  that  is  neceftary 
to  yourTalvation,  Y on  muft  not  only  purpole,  but,  as  God 
q!ve  opportunity,  vou  muft  aft  as  thole  who  are  convinced 
of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  of  the  neceility  and  excellence  of  ho- 

(p)  Heb.  vi.  6.  (f  Matth.  v.  29,  30.  (r>  Eph.  r.  2- 
(j'j  Rom .  vi.  13.  (/)  1  Pvt*  i*  *8,  19*  iu)  Heb.  xiii.  8. 
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linefs  :  and  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  do  lo  in  other  in* 
fiances, you  mu/t,  in  the  fir  it  place,  and  as  the  hr f l  great  work* 
ol  God  (as  our  Lord  himfelf  calls  it)  believe  ininm  whom 
God  hath  lent  (xj.”  You  mull  con  tide  in  him  ;  lkmufl 
w  commit  your  loul  into  the  hands  of  Chrifl,  to  be  laved  by 
<l  him  in  his  own  appointed  method  of  ialvation.  ’  This 
is  the  great  aft  of  laving  faith.;  and  I  pray  Gad  that  you 
may  experimentally  know  what  it  means,  to  as  to  be  able  to 
fay  with  the  apofUe  Paul, in  the  near  view  of  death  itfclf,  u  I 
“  know  whom  I  have  believed,  and  am  perfuaded  that  he 
u  is  able  to  keep  that  which  I  have  committed  to  him  until 
u  that  day  [yj  ;  ’  that  great  decinye  day,  which,  if  we  are 
Chriilians,  we  have  always  in  view.  To  this  I  would  urge' 
you;  and  oh  that  I  could  be  lb  happy  as  to  engage  you  to 
it  while  I  am  illuflrating  it  in  (his  and  the  following  ad- 
drelies  !  Be  allured  you  mull  not  apply  yourfelves  immedi¬ 
ately  to  God,  as  ablolutely  or  in  himfelf  confidered,  in  the 
neglect  of  a  Mediator.  It  will  neither  be  acceptable  to  him, 
nor  late  for  you,  to  rulh  into  his  prefence  without  any  re¬ 
gard  to  his  own  Son,  whom  he  hath  appointed  to  introduce 
f  timers  to  him  ;  and  if  you  come  other  wife,  vou  come  as 
one  who  is  not  a  (inner  :  the  very  manner  of  prefenting  the 
addrels  will  be  interpreted  as  a  denial  of  that  guilt  with 
which  he  knows  you  are  chargeable  ;  and  therefore  he  will 
not  admit  you,  nor  to  much  as  look  upon  you.  And  ac¬ 
cordingly,  our  Lord  knowing  how  much  every  man  living 
was  concerned  in  this,  fays  in  the  mofl  umverfal  terms, 

“  No  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  bv  me  (z).’’ 

10*  Apply  therefore  to  this  glorious  Redeemer,  a- 
miable  (as  he  will  appear  to  every  believing  eve)  in  the 
blood  which  he  fired  upon  the  crofs,  and  in  the  wounds 
which  he  received  there.  Go  to  him,  O  lamer,  this  bay, 
this  moment,  with  all  thy  fins  about  thee.  Go  juft  as  thou 
art;  for  if  thou  wilt  never  apply  to  him  till  thou  art  Lad; 
righteous  and  holy,  thou  wilt  never  be  right ehus and  holy 
at  an  ;  not  canft  be  10,  on  thisfuppoiition,  utile  is  there  were 
fome  way  of  being  to  without  him,  and  then  there  would 
be  no  occafion  for  applying  to  him  for  riphteoufnefs  and 
hpline  fs.  It  were  indeed  as  if  it  fhoull  belaid,  that  a  hi 
man  fliould  deferhis  application  to  a  piiyficlan  i  11  bis  health 

(*/  John  v+.  29 .  {y)  z  Tim.  1.  12.  (*)  Jolnxiv.  6. 
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be  recovered.  -Let  me,  therefore,  repeat  it  without  offence, 
go  to  him  juft  as  thou  art,  and  fay,  (Oh  that  thou  may  ell 
this  moment  be  enabled  to  fay  it  from  thy  very  foul  I) 
44  BiefFed  Jefus,  I  am  furely  one  of  the  moft  fmful,  and  one 
*>f  the  moft  miferable  creatures  that  ever  fell  proftrateber 
fore  thee;  neverthelefs,  I  come,  becaufe  I  have  heard  that 
thou  d i d ft  cnce  fay,  u  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  are  hea- 
44  vy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft  (a)*  ’  I  come,  be- 
taufe  I  have  heard  that  thou  didft  gracioufly  fay,  44  Him 
44  that  cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out  (£).” 
O  thou  Prince  of  peace,  O  thou  King  of  glory,  I  am  a  con¬ 
demned  miferable  tinner.  I  have  ruined  my  own  foul, 
and  am  condemned  for  ever,  if  thou  doft  not  help  me  and 
fave  me.  I  have  broken  thy  Father’s  law  and  thine,  for 
thou  art  44  one  with  him  (V). I  have  deferved  condem¬ 
nation  and  wrath,  and  I  am,  even  at  this  very  moment, 
under  a  fentence  of  everlafting  deftruchon  ;  a  definition 
Which  will  be  aggravated  by  all  the  contempt  which  I  have 
caft  upon  thee,  O  thou  bleeding  Lamb  of  God  ;  for  I  can¬ 
not,  and  will  not,  diftemble  it  before  thee,  that  I  have  wrong¬ 
ed  thee,  moft  bafely  and  ungratefully  wronged  thee,  un¬ 
der  the  charater  of  a  Saviour  as  well  as  of  a  Lora  :  but 
now  lam  willing  to  fubmit  to  thee  ;  and  I  have  brought 
my  poor  trembling  foul  to  lodge  it  in  thjne  hands,  if  thou 
will  condefcend  to  receive  it,  apd  if  thou  doft  not  it  muft 
perifti.  O  Lord,  I  lie  at  thy  feet  ;  ftretch  out  u  thy  gold- 
44  en  fcepter  that  I  may  live  (d)  1”  yea,  if  it  44  pleafe  the 
44  King,  let  the  life  of  my  loul  be  given  me  at  my  petition 
44  ( e )  1”  I  have  no  treafure  wherewith  to  purchafe  it ;  I 
have  no  equivalent  to  give  thee  for  it ;  but  if  that  compafll- 
onate  heart  of  thine  can  find  a  pleafure  in  faving  one  or 
the  moft  di  ft  re  (led  creatures  under  heaven,  that  pleaful  e  thou 
may  eft  here  find.  O  Lord,  I  have  foohfhly  attempted  to 
be  mine  own  faviour,  but  it  will  not  do  :  I  am  fen  (dole  ih- 
attempt  is  vain  ;  and  therefore  I  give  it  over,  and  look  unto 
thee.  On  thee,  blefled  Jefus,  who  art  fure  and  ftedfaft,do 
i  deft  re  to  fix  my  anchor  :  on  thee,  as  tne  only  luie  founda¬ 
tion,  would  I  build  my  eternal  hopes  :  to  thy  teaching,  O 
thou  unerring  Pi  ophet  of  the  Lord,  would  I  iubmit :  be  tny 

(a)  Matth.  xt.  28.  (b)  Johnv i.  37-  (c)  John  x. 
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doctrines  ever  fo  myderious,  it  is  enough  for  me  that  thou 
thvfelf  haft  laid  it  :  to  thine  atonement,  obedience,  and  in- 
tercellion,  O  thou  holy  and  ever  acceptable  High  Pried, 
would  I  truft:  and  to  thy  government,  O  thou  exalted  So¬ 
vereign,  would  I  yield  a  willing,  delightf  ul  iubjection.  In 
token  of  reverence  and  love  I  kils  the  Son  {f)  1  kifs 

the  ground  before  his  feet  :  I  admit  thee,  O  my  Saviour, 
and  welcome  thee  with  unutterable  joy,  to  the  throne  in 
my  heart  :  afeend  it,  and  reign  there  for  ever  !  fubdue 
mine  enemies,  O  Lord,  for  they  are  thine  ;  and  make  me 
thy  faithful,  thy  zealous  fervant  ;  faithful  to  death,  and 
zealous  te  eternity  !’•  ^ 

§  11.  Such  as  this  mu  ft  be  the  language  of  Vour  very 
heart  before  the  Lord.  But  then  remember,  that  in  con- 
iequence  hereof,  it  mu  ft  be  the  language  of  your  life  too. 
The  unmeaning  words  of  the  lips  would  be  a  vain  mocke¬ 
ry.  The  mold  affectionate  tranfport  of  the  paflions,  fhould 
it  he  tran dent  and  ineffectual,  would  be  but  like  a  blaze  of 
draw  prefented  inltead  ofincenfe  at  his  altar..  With  fitch 
humility,  with  lucli-love,  with  inch  cordial  felf  dedication, 
and  lubmiffion  of  foul,  mud  thou  often  prollra  e  thyfelf  in 
the  prefence  of  Chrid  :  and  then  thou  mud  go  away,  and 
keep  him  in  thy  view  ;  mud  go  away,  and  Jive  unto  God 
through  him,  u  denying  ungodiinefs  and  worldly  lulls, ” 
and  behaving  thyfelf  “  loberly,  righteoudy,  and  godly,  in 
“  this  vain  enfnartng  world  (g)/1  You  mud  make  it 
your  care  to  iliew  your  love  by  obedience  ;  bvlorminn 
yourfelf-  as  much  as  pofllble  according  to  the  temper  and 
manner  of  Jefus,  in  whom  you  believe.  You  mud  make  it 
the  gieat  point  of  your  ambition  (and  a  nobler  view  vou 
cannot  entertain)  to  be  a  living  image  of  Chrid  ;  that,  fo 
far  as  circumftances  will  allow,  even  thole  who  have  heard 
and  read  but  little  of  him  may,  by  obfefving  you,  in  feme 
meadire  fee  and  know  what  kind  of  a  life  that  of  the  bleded 
Jefus  was.  And  thismiud  be  your  condmt  care,  your  pre¬ 
vailing  character,  as  long  as  you  live.  You  mud  follow' 
him  whitherfoever  he  leads  you  ;  you  mud  follow  him  with 
a  crois  on  vour dio aider,  when  he  commands  you  to  u  take 

4‘  ir  UP  \  f  and  fo  mud  be  “  faithful  even  unto  death 
“  expecting  the  crown  of  life  (/) 
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§  12.  This,  fo  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  from 
the  word  of  God,  is  the  way  to  fafety  and  glory  ;  the  {ure ft, 
the  only  way  you  can  take.  It  is  the  way  which  every 
faithful  minifter  of  Chrift  has  irode,  and  is  treading  ;  and 
the  way  to  which,  as  he  tenders  the  falvation  of  his  own 
loul,  he  muft  diredt  others.  We  cannot,  we  would  not, 
alter  it  in  favour  of  ourfelves,  or  of  our  deareft  friends. 
It  is  the  way  in  which  alone,  fo  far  as  we  can  judge,  it 
becomes  the  blelled  God  to  fave  his  apoftate  creatures. 
And  therefore,  reader,  I  befeech  and  intreat  you  ferioully 
to  confider  it ;  and  let  your  own  conlcience  anfwer,  as  in 
the  prefence  of  God,  whether  you  are  willing  to  acquiefce 
in  it  or  not.  But  know,  that  to  reject  it  is  thine  eternal 
death.  For  as  u  there  is  no  other  name  under  heaven  given 
44  among  men  whereby  we  can  be  fayed  (£),’’  but  this  of 
Jefus  of  Nazareth,  fo  there  is  no  other  method  but  this  in 
which  Jeftis  himfelf  will  fave  us. 

The  Sinner  De  lib  era  ti  ntg  on  the  Expediency  of  falling 
in  with  this  Method  of  Salvation . 

CONSIDER,  O  my  foul,  what  anfwer  wilt  thou  return  fo- 
fuch  propofals  as  thefe  ?  Surely,  if  I  were  to  fpeak  the 
frit  dictate  of  this  corrupt  and  degenerate  heart,  it  would  be, 
44  This  is  a  hard  faying,  and  who  can  bear  it  (/)  ?”  To  be 
thus  humbled,  thus  mortifed,  thus  fubjedted  1  To  take  fuch 
a  yoke  upon  me,  and  to  carry  it  as  long  as  I  live  !  To  give  up 
every  darling  luff,  though  dear  to  me  as  a  right  eye,  and 
feeminnlv  necelTary  as  a  right  hand  1  to  iubrnit,  not  only  my 
life,  but  my  heart,  to  the  command  and  difeipline  of  another  ! 
To  have  a  Matter  there,  and  Rich  a  matter  as  will  controul 
many  of  its  favourite  a  flections,  and  direct  them  quite  into 
ah  other  channel  1  A  Matter,  who  himfelf  reprefents  his  com¬ 
mands  by  taking  up  the  crols  and  following  him  !  To  ad¬ 
here  to  the  ftridteft  rules  ofgodlinefs  and  fobrietv,  ofrigh- 
teoufnels  and  truth  ;  not  departing  from  them,  in  any  allow¬ 
ed  in  fiance,  great  or  fmall,  upon  any  temptation,  for  any  ad¬ 
vantage,  to  efcape  any  inconvenience  and  evil,  no,  not  even 
for  the  prefervation  of  life  it  felt  j  but,  upon  a  proper  call  or 
providence,  to  ad  as  if  “  I  hated  even  my  own  life  (m) 

U)  AStsiVy  X2»  (/)  John  fi^b 0.  (m)  Lute* iv.  z6> 
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Lord,  it  is  hard  to  fielh  and  blood  :  and  yet  I  perceive  and 
feel  there  is  one  demand  yet  harder  than  this. 

With  all  thei’e  precautions,  with  all  thefe  mortifications, 
the  pride  of  my  nature  would  find  fome  inward  relource  of 
pleafure,  might  I  but  fecretly  think  that  I  had  been  my 
own  iaviour ;  that  my  own  wifdom  and  my  own  refolution 
had  broken  the  bands  and  chains  of  the  enemy  j  and  that 
I  had  drawn  out  my  own  trealures  the  price  with  which 
my  redemption  was  purchafed.  But  mult  I  lie  down  be¬ 
fore  another,  as  guilty  and  condemned,  as  weak  and- help- 
lets?  and  mult  the  obligation  be  multiplied,  and  mult  a 
Mediator  have  his  lhare  too  ?  mult  I  go  to  the  crofs  for  my 
falvation,  and  feek  my  glory  from  the  infamy  of  that  ? 
mult  I  be  dripped  of  every  pleallng  pretence  to  righteouf- 
nefs,  and  dand  in  this  refpeCt  upon  a  level  with  the  vileft 
of  men  ?  dand  at  the  bar  among  the  greated  criminals, 
pleading  guilty,  with  them,  and  leaking  deliverance  by  that 
very  ad  of  grace  whereby  they  have  obtained  it. 

I  dare  not  deliberately  fay  this  method  is  unreafonable. 
My  confcience  tedifies  that  I  have  finned,  and  cannot  be 
judified  before  God  as  an  innocent  and  obedient  creature. 
My  confcience  tells  me  that  all  thefe  humbling  circumdanc- 
es  are  fit  :  that  it  is  fit  a  convicted  criminal  fiiould  be 
brought  upon  his  knees  j  that  a  captive  rebel  fiiould  give  up 
the  weapons  of  his  rebellion,  and  bow  before  his  fovereign, 
if  he  experts  his  life.  Yea,  my  reafon  as  well  as  my  con¬ 
fcience  tells  me  that  it  is  fit  and  necefiary  that,  if  I  am  lav¬ 
ed  at  all,  I  fiiould  be  laved  from  the  power  and  love  of  fin, 
as  well  as  from  the  condemnation  of  it ;  and  that,  if  ibve- 
reign  mercy  gives  me  a  new  life,  after  having  deferved  eter¬ 
nal  death,  it  is  mod  fit  I  fiiould  “  yield  myfelf  to  God  as 
u  alive  from  the  dead  (?z).”  But,  Oh  u  wretched  man  that 
u  I  am,  I  feel  a  law  in  my  members  that  wars  againft  the 
6i  law  of  my  mind  (<?),”  and  oppofes  the  conviction  of  my 
reafon  and  confcience.  Who  diall  deliver  me  from  this^ 
bondage?  who  diall  make  me  willing  (o  do  that  which 
I  know  in  my  own  foul  to  be  mod  expedient  ?  O  Lord, 
fiibdue  my  heart,  and  let  it  not  be  drawn  fo  drongly  one 
way,  while  the  nobler  powers  of  my  mind  Would  direCt 
it  another  1  Conquer  every  licentious  principle  within?  that 

hi)  Rom .  vi.  1 3, 
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it  may  be  my  joy  to  be  wifely  governed  and  retrained  ! 
efpecially  lubdue  my  pride,  that  lordly  corruption  whch  fo 
ill  fuits  an  impoverifhed  and  condemned  creature  ;  that 
thy  way  of  falvation  may  l>e  amiable  to  me,  in  proportion 
to  the  degree  in  which  it  is  humbling  !  I  feel  a  dilpofition 
to  u  linger  in  Sodom,’7  but,  “  oh  be  merciful  to  me,”  and 
u  pull  me  out  of  it  (p)f  before  the  {forms  of  thy  flaming 
vengeance  fall,  and  there  be  no  more  efcaping  ! 

CHAP.  X. 


The  Sinner  fenoufly  urged  and  intreated  to  accept  of  Sal¬ 
vation  in  this  way. 


Since  many ,  who  have  been  imprefjed  with  thefe  things,  fufi 
fir  the  imprejjion  to  wear  off  in  vain ,  §  i .  Strongly  as 
the  cafe  f peaks  for  itfilf. \  jinners  are  to  be  entreated  to 
accept  this  falvation ,  §  2 .  Accordingly  the  readers  in- 
treated.  (  1).  By  the  majefty  and  mercy  of  God,  §  3. 

(2) .  By  the  dying  love  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrijtr ,  §  4. 

( 3 )  .  By  the  regal'd  due  to  fellow  creaturesr  §  5 .  (4). 
By  the  worth  of  his  own  immortal  foul,  §  6.  The  mat¬ 
ter  is  folemnly  left  with  the  reader,  as  before  God ,  §  7. 
The  Sinner  yielding  to  thefe  intreaties ,  and  declaring  his 
acceptance  cf falvation  by  Chrijt. 


THUS  far  ha-e  I  often  known  convi&ions  and  impref- 
flons  to  arife  (if  I  might  judge  by  the  ffrongeft  appear¬ 
ances)  which,  after  all,  have  worn  off  again.  Some  un¬ 
happy  circumflance  of  external  temptation,  ever  joined  by 
the  inward  reludance  of  an  unfandified  heart,  to  this  holy 
and  humbling  fcheme  of  redemption,  has  been  the  ruin  of 
multitudes.  And  u  through  the  deceitfulnefe  of  An,”  they 
have  u  been  hardened  (a)f  till  they  feem  to-  have  been 
u  utterly  de (trove d,  and  that  without  remedy  [b)d  And 
therefore,  O  thou  immortal  creature,  who  art  now  reading 
thefe  lines,  I  befeech  thee,  that  while  affairs  are  in  this  cii- 
tical  fituation  5  while  there  are  thefe  balancings  of  mind  be- 

(aY'Heh.  iii.  13.  (  b)  Prov.  xxix.  1. 

\  /  -X  ’  ' 
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tween  accepting  and  rejecting  that  glorious  flofpel,  which, 
in  the  integrity  of  my  heart,  I  have  now  been  laying  beioie 
you,  you  would  once  more  give  me  an  attentive  audience. 
While  I  plead  in  God’s  behalf  ^fhall  I  fay  ?)  or  rather  in  your 
own  ;  while  “  as  an  ambaifador  forChrift,  and  as  though 
«  God  did  befeech  you  by  me,  I  pray  you  in  Chrifl  s  head, 
“  that  you  would  be  reconciled  to  God  (c)  and  would 
not,  after  thefe  awakenings,  and  thele  enquiries,  by  a  mad- 
nefs,  which  it  will  furely  be  the  doleful  buhnefe  of  a  miler- 
able  eternity  to  lament,  reject  this  compaflionate  counlel  of 
God  towards  you. 

§  2.  One  would,  indeed,  imagine  there  fhould  be  no 
need  of  importunity  here*  One  would  conclude,  that  as 
foon  as  perifhing  finners  are  told  that  an  offended  God  is 
ready  to  be  reconciled;  that  he  offers  them  a  full  pardon 
for  all  their  aggravated  fms :  yea,  that  he  is  willing  to  a- 
dopt  them  into  his  family  now,  that  he  may  at  length  admit 
them  to  his  heavenly  prefence  ;  all  fhould,  with  the  ulmoft 
readinefs  andpleafure,  embrace  fo  kind  a  meffage,  and  fall 
at  his  feet  in  fpeechlefs  tranfports  of  aftonifhment,  gratitude, 
and  joy.  But,  alas  !  we  find  it  much  otherwife.  We  fee- 
multitudes  quite  unmoved, and  the  impreffions  which  are  made 
on  many  more,  are  feeble  and  tranfient.  l~.tR.  it  fhould  be 
thus  with  you,  O  reader,  let  me  urge  the  meffage  with 
which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  charged  :  let  me  intreat 
you  to  be  reconciled  to  God,  and  to  accept  of  pardon  and 
falvation  in  the  way  in  which  it  isfo  freely  offered  to  you. 

§  3.  I  intreat  you,  by  the  majefty  of  that  God,  in 
whofe  name  I  come  ;  whofe  voice  fills  all  heaven  with  re¬ 
verence  and  obedience.  Hefpeaks  not  in  vain  to  legions 
of  angels ;  but  if  there  could  be  any  cont  ention  among  thofe 
blefled  fpirits,  it  would  be,  who  fhould  be  firft  to  execute 
his  commands.  Olet  him  notfpeak  in  vain  to  a  wretched 
mortal  !  I  entreat  you  “  by  the  terrors  of  his  wrath,’’  who 
could  fpeak  to  you  in  thunder ;  who  coftld,  by  one  fingle 
a  a  of  his  will,  cut  off  this  precarious  life  of  yours,  and  fend 
vou  down  to  hell.  I  befeech  you  by  his  mercies,  by  his 
tender  mercies  ;  by  the  bowels  of  bis  companion  which  flill 
yearn  over  vou,  as  thole  of  a  parent  over  a  dear  Ion,  over 
a  tender  child,  whom,  notwithflanding  hi*  former  ungrate¬ 
ful  rebellions,  “  he  earneffly  remembers  flill  (d)/’  I  be- 

(c)  z  Cor.  y.  20.  ( d )  Jer,  xxxi*  20. 


82  T'e  *2°fi  <!-n&  Progrefs  chap,  i*.' 

fecrh  and  int-eat  you,  by  an  this  paternal  goouiiefs,  that 
Von  do  riot  .  as  it  w.  e  compel  aim  to  ioi'e  the  chara&er  of 
the  gentle  parent  in  that  of  the  rigiueou  judge;  fo  that 
(a  iie  threatens  with  regard  to  thole  whom  he  had  juft 
ca  Med  his  ions  and  his  daughters)  “a  fire  ihould  be  kin  died 
<4  in  his  anger,  which  ihould  burn  unto  the  lowed  hell  e  ».’> 
§  4-  I  beieech  you  farther,  by  the  name  and  love  of 
onr  dyirig  Saviour  $  1  befeech  vou'by  all  the  ccndefcenfion 
of  hk  incarnation  ;  by  that  poverty  to  which  he  voluntarily 
lubmirted,  that  von  might  be  enriched  with  eternal  trea- 
fure^  /)  ;  by  all  the  gracious  invitations  which  he  gave* 
which  dill  found  in  his  word,  and  {fill  coming  (  as  it  were) 
warm  from  his  heart  “  are  fweeter  than  honey,  or  the  ho- 
“  nev  comb  !g  I  befeech  you  by  all  his  glorious 
works  of  power  and  wonder,  which  were  alio  works  of  love. 

I  befeech  you  by  the  memory  of  the  moil  benevolent  per- 
fon,  and  the  mod  generous  friend.  I  beieech  you  by  the 
memory  of  what  he  differed,  as  well  as  of  what  he  laid  and 
ciiu  ;  by  the  agony  which  he  endured  in  the  garden,  when 
his  body  was  covered  “  with  a  dew  of  blood  (h) I  be¬ 
feech  you  by  all  that  tender  didrefs  which  he  felt,  when 
his  deared  friends  “  foriook  him  and  fled  and  his 

blood  thirdy  enemies  dragged  him  away,  like  the  mean  eft 
«f  daves,  and  like  the  vileft*  of  criminals.  I  befeech  you 
by  the  blows  and  bruifes,  bv  the  ftripes  and  ladies,  which 
this  injured  Sovereign  endured  while  in  their  rebellious 
hands  ;  by  the  ihame  of  /pitting,  from  which  he  hid  not 
that  kind  and  venerable  countenance  (k).  I  befeech  you 
by  the  purple  robe,  the  fcepter  of  reed,  and  the  crown  of 
thorns,  which  this  King  of  glory  wore,  that  he  might  let  us 
among  the  princes  of  heaven  (/).’’  I  beieech  you  by  the 
heavy  burden  of  the  crofs,  -under  which  he  panted,  and 
toiled,  and  fainted,  in  the  painful  way  to  Golgotna  (m)y 
that  he  might  free  us  from  the  burden  of  our  /ins.  I  be¬ 
feech  you  by  the  remembrance  of  thole  rude  nails  that  tore 
the  veins  and  arteries,  the  nerves  and  tendons,  of  his  facred 
hands  and  teet ;  and  by  that  invincible,  that  triumphant 


(e)  Deut.  xxxii.  19.  22 
(g)  Pfalm  xix.  10. 

(/)  Mcitth.  xxvi  56. 

(/)  Pfalm  cxiii.  8. 


(f)  2  Cor.  viii.  9, 
(h)  Luke  xxii.  44. 
(k)  I  fa.  1.  6. 

{m)  John  xix.  17. 
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goodnefs,  which,  while  the  iron  pierced  his  flefb,  engaged 
him  to  cry  out,  4k  Father,  forgive  them  lor  they  know 
• 4t  not  what  they;d°  \n'j.^  I  befeech  you  by  the  unutter- 
able  anguifh.  which  he  bore  when  lifted  up  upon  the  crofs, 
and  extended  there  as  on  a  rack,  for  hx  painful  hours,  that 
you  open  your  heart  to  thofe  attractive  influences,  wfiich 
have  drawn  to  him  thoufands  and  ten  thoufands  \or  I 
befeech  you  by  all  that  intuit  and  derition  which  the  Lord 
of  giory  bore  there  \p)  ;  by  that  parching  thirffc,  which 
could  hardly  obtain  the  relief  of  vinegar  •  q  j  5  by  that  dole¬ 
ful  cry,  fo  atton ifhing  in  the  mouth  of  the  only  begotten  of 
twe  Father,  44  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken 
“  me  (r)  ?”  I  befeech  you  by  the  grace  that  fubdued  and 
pardoned  a  dying  malefa&or  (j)  ;  by  that  compafli(»n  for 
if  liners,  by  that  companion  for  you,  which  wrought  in  Ins 
heart,  long  as  its  vital  motion  continued,  and  which  ended 
not  when  he  44  bowed  his  head,”  faying,  44  It  is  flnifhed, 
“  and  S‘ave  up  the  ghofl  (*)'.”  I  befeech  you  by  the  tri¬ 
umphs  of  that  refur  reft  ion,  by  which  he  was  44  declared  to  be 
“  tde  Son  of  God  with  power,  by  the  Spirit  offiolinefs,” 
winch  wrought  to  accomplifli  ix  [u)  ;  by  that  gracious  ten- 
demefs  which  attempered  all  thole  triumphs,  when  he  laid 
to  44  her  out  of  whom  he  had  call  feven  devils,”'  concerning 
his  difciples  who  had  treated  him  To  bafely,  44  Go,  tell  my 
“  brethren,  I  afcend  unto  my  Father  and  your  Father,  un¬ 
to^  my  God  and  your  God  (x).”  I  befeech  you  by  that 
condelcenflon  with  which  he  laid  to  Thomas,  when  his  un¬ 
belief  had  lucii  an  unreafonable  demand,  44  Reach  hither 
f  ^  finSer7  and  behold  my .  hands ;  and  reach  .thither 
“  and  put  it  into  my  fide  ;  and  be  not  faith  efs 

“  .7)  lievhl£  (y) .  ”  I  beleech  you  by  that  generous  and 
faithful  care  of  his  people,  which  he  carried  up  with  him  to 
the  regions  of  glory,  and  which  engaged  him  to  fend  down 
his  Spirit,  in  that  rich  profufion  of  miraculous  gifts  to 
jpread  the  progrels  of  his  laving  word  (z  ).  I  beleech  you 
by  that  voice  of  fympathy  and  power  with  which  lie  faid  to 

(n)  Luke  xxii.  34.  (0)  John  x Hi.  32. 

,  Matth.  xxvii.  29, — 44.  (q)  John  x ix.  28.  29. 

/  oj,  ^att/1'  xxv n.  46.  (s)  Luke  xxiii.  42,43. 

(f)  John  xax.  30.  (U)  i.  4.  (x)  john  xx 

(y)  John  xx.  27.  (z) 
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Saul,  while  inj  uring  his  church,  “  Saui,  Saul,  why  perlecut- 
“  eft  tiiou  me  a;  ?’  by  that  generous  goodneis  which 
'fpared  that  proftrate  enemy,  wiien  he  lay  trembling  at  his 
feet,  and  railed  him  to  io  high  a  dignity  as  to  be  not  infe¬ 
rior  to  the  very  chieleft  apofties  b).  I  befeech  you  by  the 
memory  of  afl  that  Chrifthath  already  done,  by  the  expec¬ 
tation  of  all  he  will  farther  do,  for  his  people.  I  beieech 
you  at  once,  by  the  feepter  of  his  grace,  and  by  that  iword 
of  his  jmlice,  with  which  all  his  incorrigible  enemies  fhall 
be  u  (lain  before  him  c),’  that  you  do  not  trifle  away  thefe 
precious  moments  while  his  Spirit  is  thus  breathing  upon 
you,  that  you  donotlofe  an  opportunity  which  may  never 
return,  and  on  the  improvement  of  which  your  eternity  de¬ 
pends. 

§  5.  I  befeech  you  by  all  the  bowels  of  companion 
which  you  owe  to  the  faithful  minifters  of  Chrift,  who  are 
fludying  and  labouring,  pleaching  and  praying,  wearing 
out  their  time,  exhaufling  their  flrength,  and,  very  proba¬ 
bly,  fhortening  their  lives  for  the  falvation  of  your  foul,  and 
of  fouls  like  yours.  I  befeech  you  by  the  aftedion  with 
which  all  that  love  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  fincerity,  long 
to  fee  you  bt  ought  back  to  him.  I  befeech  you  by  the 
friendfhip  of  the  living,  and  by  th«  memory  of  the  dead; 
by  the  ruin  ofthofe  who  have  trifled  away  their  days,  and 
are  periflied  in  their  fins,  and  by  the  happinefs  of  thofe  who 
have  embraced  the  gofpel,  and  are  favedby  it.  I  befeecn 
you  by  the  great  expedation  of  that  important  day,  “When 
a  the  Lord  Jefus  fhall  be. revealed  from  heaven  ( d )  by- 
41  the  terrors  of  a  diffolving  world  (e)  j”  by  “  the  found  of 
u  the  arch-angel’s  trumpet  (f)f  and  of  that  infinitely  moic 
awful  lenience,  “  Come,  ye  blefied,”  and  “  Depart, ^  ye 
a  curfed,’’  with  which  that  grand  folemnitv  fhall  clofe  g), 

§6.1  befeech  you,  finally,  by  your  own  precious,  and 
immortal  foul  :  by'  the  fure  profped  of  a  dying  bed,  or  a 
fudden  furprife  into  the  invifible  ftate ;  and  as  you  would 
feel  one  fparkle  of  comfort  in  your  departing  fpirit,  when 
a  your  flefti  and  your  heart  are  failing/’  I  befeech  you 
by  your  own  perfonal  appearance  before  the  tribunal  of 


ACts  ix.  4.  (t>)  2  Cor.  xii.  11.  (c^  Luke  xix.  27* 
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ChriH:,  ^for  a  perional  appearance  it  nmft  be  even  to  them 
wno  now  fit  on  thrones  ot  their  own  ;  j  by  alJ  the  tranfports 
of  the  blefled,  and  by  ail  the  agonies  of  the  damned,  the 
one  or  the  other  of  which  muff  be  your  everJafling  portion. 
1  affectionately  entreat  and  befeech  you,  in  the  ffrengtfi 
of  ad  thefe  united  conflderations,  as  you  will  anfwer  it  to 
me,  who  may,  in  that  day,  be  fummoned  to  teftify  againfl 
you  j  and,  which  is  unfpeakably  more,  as  you  will  anfwer 
it  to  vour  own  confcience,  as  you  will  anfwer  it  to  the 
eternal  Judge  :  that  you  d.ifmifs  not  thefe  thoughts,  thefe 
•meditations,  and  thefe  cares,  till  you  have  brought  matters 
to  a  happy  iffue ;  till  you  have  made  a  refolute  choice  of 
Chi  iff,  and  his  appointed  way  of  falvation,  and  till  you 
have  folemniy  devoted  yourfelf  to  God  in  the  bonds  of  an 
everlaffing  covenant. 

§  7.  And  thus  I  leave  the  matter  before  you, and  before 
•the  Lord.  I  have  told  you  my  errand,  I  have  difeharged 
my  embaffv.  Stronger  arguments  I  cannot  ufe  ;  more  en¬ 
dearing  and  more  awful  conflderations  I  cannot  fug&efh 
Gmiie,  tuerefore,  whether  you  will  go  out  (as  it  were) 
domed  m  fackcloth,  to  cafl  yourfelf  at  the  feet  of  him  who 
now  lends  you  thefe  equitable  and  gracious  termsof peace 
and  pardon,  or,  whether  vou  will  hold  it  out  till  he  ap¬ 
pears,  I  word  in  hand,  to  reckon  with  you  for  your  t  rea¬ 
lms  and  your  crimes,  and  for  this  negleded  embafly  a- 
mong  the  reff  of  them  f  .Fain  would  I  hope  the  belt;  nor 
cat  I  believe  that  this  labour  of  love  fhall  be  fo  entirely 
unmccdsfm,  that  not  one  foul  fiiall  be  brought  to  the  foot 
m  Chuff  m  cordial  fubmiflion  and  humble  fatH.  u  Take 
With  you  therefore,  words,  and  return  unto  the  Lord 
(/Li  ;  and,  oh,  that  thofe  which  follow  might,  in  effed  at 
kail,  be  .the  genuine  language  of  every  one  that  reads 


'The  Sinner  Yielding  to  thofe  Intnafiet,  and  dtclarin 
nu  acceptance  of  hit  Salvation  by  Chrijl. 

T>  LESSED  Lord,  it  is  enough  !  it  is  too  much  !  Sure! 

thi3  ^  of  arguments,  this  impo^ 
•■.  perfuanon,  to  court  me  to  be  happy,  to  prevail 
’apon  me  to  accept  of  pardon,  of  life,  of  eternal  glory?  Con 


(h)  Ho f  xiv.  2. 
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paffionate  Saviour,  my  foul  is  fubdued;  fo  that,  I  truft, 
the  language  of  thy  grief  is  become  that  of  my  penitence, 
and  I  may  fay,  “  My  heart  is  melted  like  wax  in  the  rnidft 
u  of  my  bowels(/).” 

O  gracious  Redeemer  l  I  have  already  negleaed  thee 
too  long.  I  have  too  often  injured  thee  ;  “I  have  cm- 
u  cified  thee  afrelh”  by  my  guilt  and  impenitence,  as  if  I 
had  taken  pleafure  in  u  putting  thee  too  an  open  fliamc 
“(£);”  but  my  heart  now  bows  itfelf  before  thee  in  humble 
unfeigned  fubmiilion .  I  defire  to  make  no  terms  with  thee 
but thefe,—  that  I  may  be  entirely  thine.  I  cheerfully 
prefent  thee  with  a  blank,  intreating  thee  that  thou  wilt  do 
rue  the  honour  to  fignify  upon  it  what  is  thy  pleafure. 
Teach  me,  O  Lord,  “  what  thou  wouldefthave  me  to  do  V* 
Fori  delire  to  learn  the  lefibn,  and  to  learn  it  that  I  may 
practife  it.  If  it  be  more  than  my  feeble  powers  can  an'fwer, 
thou  wilt,  I  hope,  give  me  more  ftrength ;  and  in  that 
ffrength  I  will  fervethee.  Oh  receive  a  foul  which  thou 

haft  made  willing  to  be  thine  ! 

No  more,  O  blefled  Jefus  1  no  more  is  it  neceftary  to 
befeech  and  intreat  me.  Permit  me  rather  m  addrefs  my- 
felf  to  thee,  with  all  the  importunity  of  a  ptrifhing  firmer, 
that,  at  length,  lees  and  knows  “  there  is  lalvation  in  no 
u  ot’her  (/)  l”  Permit  me  now,  Lord,  to  come  and  throw 
mvfelf  at  thy  feet,  like  ahelplefs  outcaft,  that  hath  no  flrel- 
t-r  but  in  thy  generous  companion  1  like  one  “  purfnedby 
‘Mhe  avenger  of  blood/’  and  feeking  earneftly  an  ad¬ 
mittance  u  into  the  city  of  lefuge  (m)  •  #  . 

u  i  w\*It  for  the  Lord,  my  foul  doth  wait ;  ana  m  thy 

«  word  do  I  hope  (12)”  that  thou  wilt  “  receive  me  gra- 
u  ci0ufly  ( eM”  My  foul  confides  in  thy  gnodneis,  and  a- 
gores  it,'  I  adore  the  patience  which  has  borne  with  me 
fo  Ions,  and  the  grace  that  now  makes  me  heartily  willing 
to  be  thine,  to  be  thine  on  thine  own  terms,  thine  on  any 
terms.  O  fecure  this  treacherous  heart  to  thyfelf  •  Oh, 
unite  me  to  thee  in  fuch  infeparable  bonds,  that  none  of  the 
allurements  of  flefh  and  blood,  none  ot  the  vanities  ot  an 
enlnaring  world,  none  of  the  felicitations  of  fulfill  compa- 
nions,  may  draw  me  back  from  thee,  and  plunge  roe  into 
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new  guilt  and  ruin  !  “  Be  furety,5’  O  Lord,  “  for  thy  fer- 
u  vant  for  good  (p)  that  I  may  fBll  keep  my  hold  on 
thee,  and  fo  on  eternal  life  ;  till  at  length  I  know  more 
fully,  by  joyful  and  eyerlafting  experience,  how  complete' 
a  Saviour  thou  art  1  Amen. 


CHAP .  XL 


A  foxemn  Addrefs  to  thole  who  will  not  be'perfuaded  to 
fall  in  with  the  Detign  of  the  Gofpel. 

V ni verfal  fuccefs  not  to  be  expelled,  p,  i.  ;  yet,  as  unwil¬ 
ling  abfolutely  to  give  up  any ,  the  author  addrejjes ,  ( i ) .  * 
To  tkofe  who  doubt  of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity ,  urging 
sin  inquiry  into  its  evidences,  and  directing  to  proper 
methods  for  that  purpofe ,  §  2,-4*  (2).  To  thofe  who 
determine  i  0  gi  ve  it  up  without  further  examination, 

§  5.  and  prefume  to  fet  t  he  mf elves  to  oppofeit ,  §  6. 
(3).  To  thofe  who  fpeculatively  ajfent  to  C  hr  if  i  uni¬ 
ty  as  true,  and  yet  will  fit  down  without  any  practical 
regard  to  its  mof  important  and  acknowledged  truths , 
Such  are  difmijfed  with  a  reprefentation  of  the  abfur - 
dity  of  their  conduct  on  their  own  principles ,  §  7,  8.  ; 
with  afolemn  warning  of  its  fatal  conferences,  §  9, 
IQ.  J  and  a  compaflcnate  prayer  ( introduced ,  §11.) 
which  concludes  the  chap  ter,  and  this  part  of  thevcork, 

§  S*  T  WOULD  humbly  hope  that  the  preceding  chap- 
A  ters  will  be  the  means  of  awakening  fome  hup  id 
and  infentible  tinners  ;  the  means  of  convincing  them  of  their 
need  of  gofpel  falvation,  and  of  engaging  fome  cordially  to 
accept  it.  Yet  I  cannot  flatter  myfelf  fo  far  as  to  hope  this 
iliould  be  the  cafe  with  regard  to  all  into  whole  hands  this 
book  fhall  come.  What  “  am  I,”  alas,  “•  better  than  my 
il  fathers  ( a ),”  or  better  than  my  brethren,  who  have  in 
all  ages,  been  repeating  their  complaints,  with  regard  to 
•multitudes,  that  they  u  have  ilretched  out  their  hands  all 
“  the  day  long  to  a  difobedient  and  gain  faying  people  {b , 
Many  fuch  may,  perhaps  be  found  in  the  number  of  my 

(P j  Pfalm  cxix.  I22«  (a;  Kings  xix.  4,  [b'jRhtn.  x-  2  n 


chap.  rr. 


&&  The  Rife  and  Rr  ogre  ft 

readers  ;  many,  on  whom  neither  confiderations  of  terror 
nor  of  love  will  make  any  deep  and  lafting  imprellion  ; 
inany  who,  as  our  Lord  learned  by  experience  to  exprefa 
It,  “  when  we  pipe  unto  them,  will  not  dance,  and  when 
“  we  mourn  unto  them,  will  not  lament  (c).r  I  can  fay 
lio  more  to  perfuade  them,  if  they  make  light  of  what  I 
have  already  laid.  Here,  therefore,  we  mult  part ;  in 
this  chapter  I  mud  take  my  leave  of  them  ;  and,  oh,  that 
1  could  do  it  in  ftich  a  manner  as  to  fix-,  at  parting,  fome 
-convidlions  upon  their  hearts  ;  that,  though  I  feern  to  leave 
them  for  a  little  while,  and  fend  them  back  to  review  again 
the  former  chapters,  as  thole  in  which  alone  they  have  any 
prefent  concern,  they  might  foon,  as  it  were,  overtake  me 
again,  and  find  a  fuitablenefs  in  the  remaining  part  of  this 
ftifcourfe,  which  at  prefent  they  cannot  poffibly  find.  Un¬ 
happy  creatures  1  I  quit  you,  as  a  phyfician  quits  a  patient, 
whom  he  loves,  and  is  juft  about  to  give  over  as  incura¬ 
ble  ;  he  returns  again  and  again,  and  re-examines  the  fe- 
reral  fymptoms,  to  obferve  whether  there  be  not  fome  one 
of  them  more  favourable  than  the  reft*  which  may  encou¬ 
rage  a  renewed  application.' 

§  2.  So  would  I  once  more  return  to  you.  You  'do 
not  find  in  yourfelf  any  difpo/Ition  to  embrace  the  g'ofpel, 
to  apply  yourfelf  to  Chrift,  to  give  yourfelf  up  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  God,  and  to  make  religion  the  bufinefs  of  your  life. 
But,  if  I  cannot  prevail  upon  you  to  do  this,  let  me  engage 
you  at  leaft  to  anfwer  me,  or  rather  to  anfwer  your  own 
confcience,  “  Why  you  will  not  do  it?”  Is  it  owing  to 
any  fecret  difbelief  of  the  great  principles  of  religion  ?  If  it 
be,  the  cafe  is  different  from  what  I  have  yet  confidered, 
and  the  cure  muft  be  different.  This  is  not  a  place  to 
combat  with  the  fcruples  of  infidelity.  Nevertheiefs,  I  would 
defire  you  ferioufly  to  inquire,  how  far  thefe  fcruples  ex¬ 
tend.  Do  they  affect  only  fome  particular  doctrines  of  the 
gofpel  on  which  my  argument  hath  turned  ?  or  do  they  af- 
feeft  the  whole  Chrrftian  revelation  ?  or  do  they  reach  yet 
farther,  and  extend  themfelves  to  natural  religion  as  well 
as  revealed,  fo  that- it  fhould.be  a  doubt  with  you  whether 
there  be  any  God,  and  providence,  and  future  ftate,  or 
not  ?  As  thefe  cafes  are  all  different,  foit  will  be  of  great 
importance  to  diftinguifti  the  ©ne  from  the  other,  that  you 
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may  know  on  what  principle  to  build  as  certain,  in  the  ex** 
animation  of  thofe  concerning  which  you  are  yet  in  doubt. 
But,  whatever  thefe  doubts  are,  I  would  farther  afk  you,. 
How  long  have  they  continued,  and  what  method  have 
you  taken  to  get  them  refolved  ?  Do  you  imagine  that  in 
matters  of  fuch  moment,  it  will  be  an  allowable  cafe  for  you 
to  trifle  on,  neglecting  to  inquire  into  the  evidence  of  thefe 
things,  and  then  plead  your  not  being  fatisfied  in  that  evi¬ 
dence,  as  an  excule  for  not  acting  according  to  them  ?  Mud 
not  the  principles  of  common  fenfe  allure  you  that,  if  thefe 
things  be  true  (as  when  von  talk  of  doubting  about  them, 
you  acknowledge  ir,  at  lead  poflibly  they  may)  they  are  of 
infinitely  greater  importance  than  any  of  the  affairs  of  me, 
whether  of  Lufinds  or  plea  dire,  for  the  fake  of  which  you 
negleft  them  ?  Why  then  do  you  continue  indolent  and 
tmconcerned,  from  week  to  week,  and  from  month  to  month 
which,  probably,  confidence  tells  yon  is  the  cad? 

§  3-  you  afk  what  method  you  Ihould  take  to  he 
refolved  ?  ft  is  no  hard  quedion.  Open  your  eves,  fet 
yourfelf  to  think  :  Jet  confidence  fpeak ;  and  verily  do  I 
believe  that,  if  it  be  not  feared  in  an  uncommon  degree, 
you  will  find  fame  flirewd  forebodings  of  the  certainty  l>otk 
of  natural  ami  revealed  religion,  and  of  the  abfolute  necefi- 
fity  of  repentance,  faith,  raid  holinefs,  to  a  life  of  future  fe¬ 
licity.  If  you  are.  a  perfon  of  any  teaming,  you  cannot 
but. know  by  what  writers,  and  in  v.  hat  treadle*,  thefe  great 
truths  arc  defended.  .Ann,  ii  you  are  not,  you  may  And, 
in  aimed  every  town  and  neighbourhood,  perfon s  capable 
of  informing  y  ou  in  the  main  evidences  of  Chridianity,  and 
of  anfwering  fuch  fempks  againd  it  as  unlearned  mind? 
may  have  met  with.  Set  yourfelf  then,  in  the  name  of 
God,  immediately  to  confider  the  matter  :  if  you  dudy  at 
all,  bend  your  dudies  dote  this  way;  and  trifle  not  with 
mathematics,  orpoetry,  orhiflory,  or  law,  or  phvflc  (which 
are  all  comparatively,  light  as  a  feather)  while  you  negleft 
this.  .  Study  the  argument  as  for  your  life  ;  for  much  more 
than  life  depends  on  it.  See  how  far  you  are  fatisfied,  and 
why  that  fatisfadion  reaches  no  farther.  Compare  evU 
dences  on  both  fides.  And,  above  all,  confider  the  defign 
and  tendency  of  the  New  Tedament,  to  what  It  would  lead 
you,  and  all  them  that  cordially  obey  it ;  and  then  fay 
'-whether  it  be  not  good.  And  confider  hew  naturally  its 
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truth  is  conne&ed  with  itsgoodnefs.  Trace  the  chara&er 
and  fentiments  of  its  author?,  whofe  living  image  (if  I  may 
be  allowed  the  expre&ion)  is  hill  preserved  in  their  writings ; 
and  then  aik  vour  own  heart-,  Can  you  think  this  was  a  for¬ 
gery  ?  an  impious  cruel  forgery  ?  for  Inch  it  muff  have 
been  if  it  were  a  forgery  at  all,  a  icheme  to  mock  God, 
and  to  min  men,  even  the  bed  of  men,  fuch  as  reverenced 
conscience,  and  would  abide  all  extremities  for  what  they 
apprehended  to  be  truth.  Put  the  quedion  to  your  own 
1  eurt,  Can  I  in  my  conference  believe  it  to  be  fuch  an  im- 
pofiure  ?  Can  I  look  up  to  an  omnifcient  God,  and  fay, 

“  O  Lord,  thou  knowed  that  it  is  in  reverence  to  thee,  and 
“  in  love  to  truth  and  virtue,  that  I  rejeft  this  book,  and 
“  the  method  to  happinels  here  laid  down  rv 

§  4.  But  there  are  difficulties  in 'the  way — And  what 
then?  have  there  difficulties  never  been  cleared  ?  Go  to  the 
living  advocates  for  Chridianity,  to  thole  of  whofe  abilities, 
candour,  and  piety,  you  have  the  bed  opinion,  if  your  pre¬ 
judices  will  give  you  leave  to  have  a  good  opinion  of  any 
fuch  :  tell  them  your  difficulties ;  hear  their  folutjons  ; 
weigh  them  ferioufly,  as  thofe  who  know  they  mud  an- 
fwer  it  to  God  ;  and,  while  doubts  continue,  follow  the 
Truth  as  far  as  it  will  lead  you,  and  take  h*ed  that  you  do 
not  u  imprifon  it  in  nurighteoi  fuel's  (a').  ’ 

Nothing  appears  more  inconfident  and  abfurd  than  for 
a  man  folemnly  to  pretend  diifatisfa&ion  in  the  evidences  of 
the  gofpel,  as  a  reafon  why  he  cannot,  in  conference  be  a 
thorough  Chridian  ;  when  yet  at  the  fame  time  he  violates 
the  mod  apparent  dictates  of  reafon  and  confdence,  and 
lives  in  vices  condemned  even  by  fhe  Heathen'.  Oh  firs  ! 
Chrid  has  judged  concerning  fuch,  and  judged  mod  righ- 
teoudy  and  mod  wifely  :  u  They  do  evil,  and  therefore 
thev  hate  the  light,  neither  come  they  to  the  light,  led 
44  their  deeds  dioukl  be  made  manifed,  and  be  reproved 
u  (e\f-  But  there  is  a  light  that- will  make  manifed  and 
reprove  their  works,  to  which  they  dial]  be  compelled  to- 
come,  and  the  painful  Scrutiny  of  which  they  Iliad  be  forced 

to  abide- 

§  5.  In  the  mean  time,  if  you  are  determined  to  in- 
cptire  no  farther  into  the  matter  now,  give  me  leave  at  lead, 
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from  a  fin  cere  concern,  that  you  may  not  heap  upon  your 
head  more  aggravated  ruin,  to  intreat  you  that  you  would 
be  cautious  how  you  expof'e  yourfelf  to  get  greater  danger 
by  what  you  muft  yourielf  own  to  be  unneceifary,  I  mean 
attempts  to  pervert  others  from  believing  the  truth  of  the 
go  (pel.  Leave  them,,  for  God’s  fake,  and  for  your  own,  in 
pofieffion  of  thofe  pleasures,  and  thole  hopes,  which  nothin g 
but  Chfiltianity  can  give  them,  and  aft  not  as  if  you  were 
folicitous  to  add  to  the  guilt  of  an  infidel  the  tenfold  dam¬ 
nation,  which  they  who  have  been  the  perverters  and  de- 
Hroyers  of  the  fouls  of  others  mud  expect  to  meet,  if  that 
gofpel,  which  they  have  fo  advent  uroufly  oppofed,  fhould 
prove,  as  it  certainly  will,  a  ferious,  and  to  them,  a  dread¬ 
ful  truth. 

§  6.  If  I  cannot  prevail  here,  but  the  pride  of  difplay- 
ing  a  fuperiority  of  under  flan  cling  fhould  bear  on  fuch  a 
reader,  even  in  opposition  to  his  own  favourite  maxims  of 
the  innocence  of  error,  and  the  equality,  of  all  religions 
confident  with  focial  virtue,  to  do  his  utmo.fl  to  trample 
down  the  gofpel  with  contempt,  I  would  however,  difmifs 
him  with  one  prdpofil,  which  I  think  the  importance  of  the 
affair  may  fully  jullify.  If  you  have  done  with  your  exa¬ 
mination  into  Chriilianity,  and  determine  to  live  and  con¬ 
duct  yourfelf  as  if ‘it  were  aflitredly  falfe,  ft  down  then  and 
make  a  memorandum  of  that  determination.  Write  it 
down  :  u  On  fuch  a  day  of  fuch  a  year,  I  deliberately  re¬ 
vived  that  I  would  live  and  die  rejecting  Chriilianity 'my- 
felf,  and  doing  all  I  could  to  overthrow  it.  This  dav  I 
determined  not  only  to  renounce  all  fubje&ion  to,  and  ex- 
*  pea  at  ion  from,  Jems  of  Naxareth,  but  a'lfo  to  make  it  a  fe¬ 
rious  part  of  the  bufmefs  of  my  hfe  to  deflroy,  as  far  as  I 
poffibly  can,  all  regard  to  him  in  the  minds  of  others,  and 
fo  exert  my  moll  vigorous  efibrs  in  the  way  of  reafoning, 
or  of  ridicule,  to  link  ‘the  credit  of  his  religion,  and  if  it  be 
poffible,  to  root  it  out  of  the  world;  in  calm  Headv  defi-  ' 
ance  of  that  day,  when  his  followers  fay,  He  Ural  1  appear  in 
fo  much  in  a  jelly  and  terror,  to  execute  the  vengeance 
threatened  to  his  enemies.”  Dare  you  write  this  and  %n 
it  ?  I  firmly  believe  that  many  a  man  who  would  be  thought 
a  b' e  and  endeavours  to  increafe  the  number,  would  not : 
and  if  you  m  particular  dare  not  do  it,  whence  does  that 

Im^ll  remainder  of  caution  arife?  the  caufe  is  plain.  Thm 
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is  in  your  confcienc^  iome  fecret  apprejrenfion  that  this  re- 
je&ed,  this  oppofed,  this  derided  golpel  may,  after  all  prove 
true  ;  and  if  there  be  fuclf  an  appreheniionj  then  let  confer¬ 
ence  do  its  office,  and  convict  you  of  the  impious  madnefs 
of  ading  as  if  it  were  mod  certainly  and  demonftrably  falfe. 
Let  it  tell  you  at  large  how  poffibie  it  is  that  “  haply  you 
“  maybe  found  fighting  again  ft  God  (/)  that,  bold  as 
you  are,  in  defying  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  you  may  poffi- 
bly  fall  into  his  hands,  may  chance  to  hear  thatdefpifed  fen- 
tence,  which,  when  you  hear  it  from  the  mouth  c.f  the 
eternal  Judge,  yon  wail  not  be  able  to  defpife :  I  will  re¬ 
peat  it  again  in  fpite  of  all  your  fcom,  you  may  hear  the 
King  fay  to  yon,  “  Depart  aceurfed,  into  everlafting  fire, 
“  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels  (g).**  And  now 
go  and  pervert  and  burleique  the  feripture,  go  and  lampoon 
the  charader  of  its  heroes,  and  ridicule  the  fublime  dif- 
courfesof  its- prophets  and  its  apodhs,  as  fame  have  done 
who  have  left  little  behind  them  but  the  i  Wt  lived  monu¬ 
ments  of  their  ignorance,  their  proAmeneis,  and  their  ma¬ 
lice  :  go  and  fprcadiike  them  the  banners cf  Infidelity,  and 
pride  thyfelf  in  the  number  of  credulous  creatures  lifted  un- 
derthern.  But  take  heed  left  the  inf  tilted  Galilean  direft  a  fe¬ 
cret  arrow  to  thine  heart,  and  flop  thy  licentious  breath  be¬ 
fore  it  has  fin iihed  the  next  fentence  thou  wouldeft  utter  a- 

gainfl  him. 

J  §  7'.  I  will  now  turn  myfelf  from  the  Dei  ft  or  the 
Sceptic,  and  direct  my  addrefs  to  the  nominal  Chriffian  ; 
if  he  may  upon  any  terms  be  calico  aChrittian,  who  feels 
not,  after  all  X  have  pleaded,  a  difpofition  to  Subject  him- 
felf  to  the  government  and  the  grace  of  that  Saviour  whofe 
name  he  bears.  O  (inner,  thou  art  turning  away  from  my 
Lord,  in  whofe  caufe  I  fpeak:  but  let  me  earneftly  intreat 
thee  feriouliy  to  confider  why  thou  art  turning  away,  “  and 
“  to  whom  thou  wilt  go’’  from  him,  whom  thou  acknow¬ 
ledged  “  toh&vethe  words  os  eternal  life  (d) .  i  ou  call 
vourfelf  a  Chriffian,  and  yet  will  not  by  any  means  be  per- 
fuaded  to  leek  falvation  in  good  earned  from  and  through 
Tefua  Chrift,  whom  you  call  your  Mailer  and  your  Lord.. 
How  do  vou  for  a  moment  excufe  this  negligence  to  your 
own  conference  ?  If  I  had  urged  you  on  any  controverted 
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point,  it  might  have  altered  the  cafe.  II I  had  laboured 
hard  to  make  you  the  difciple  of  any  particular  party  of 
Chrittians,  your  delay  might  have  been  more  reafonable  : 
nay,  perhaps,  your  refilling  to  aequiel'ce  might  have  been 
an  adt  of  apprehended  duty  to  our  common  Maher.  But 
is  it  matter  of  controveriy  among  Chriftians  whether  there 
be  a  great,  holy,  and  righteous  God  ;  and  whether  fuch  a 
joeing,  whom  we  agree  to  own,  fhould  be  reverenced  and 
loved,  or  negkried  and  difhonoured  ?  Is  it  a  vainer  of  con- 
troverfy  whether  a  (inner  fhould  deeply  and  ferioufly  repent 
of  his  fins,  or  whether  he  (liquid  go  on  in  them  ?  Is  it  a  dif- 
puted  point  amongfl  us  whether  Jefus  became  incamate,  and 
died  upon  the  crofs  for  the  redemption  ofiinners  or  no  ?  And 
if  it  be  not,  can  it  be  difputed  by  them  who  believe  him  to 
be  the  Son  of  God,  and  the  Saviour  of  men,  whether  a  (inner 
fhould  ieek  to  him  or  negle&  him  ?  or  whether  one  who  pro- 
feffes  to  be  a  Chrittian  fhould  depart  from  iniquity,  or  give 
himfelf  up  to  the  practice  of  it  ?  Are  the  precepts  of  our  great 
Matter  written  obfeurely  in  his  Word,  and  there  fhould  be 
room  ferioufly  to  quettion  whether  he  requires  a  devour,  h  oly, 
humble,  fpintual,  watchful,  felf-denying  life,  or  whether  he 
allow  the  contrary  ?  Has  Chritt,  after  all  his  pretenfions  of 
bringing  life  and  immortality  to  light,  left  it  more  uncertain 
than  he  fouud  it,  whether  there  be  any  future  ttate  of  hap- 
pinefs  and  mifery,  or  for  whom  thefe  ttates  are  refpe&ively 
intended?  Is  it  matter  of  controverfy  whether  God  will  or 
will  not  “  bring  every  work  into  judgment,  with  every  fe- 
“  cret  thing,  whether  it  be  good, or  whether  it  be  evil  (i)  ?’> 
or  whether  at  the  conclufion  of  that  judgment,  “the  wicked 
“  g°  away  into  everlafting  punifhment,  and  the  righ- 
“  teous  into  life  eternal  ( k )  ?”  You  will  not,  I  am  fare,  for 
very  ttiame  pretend  any  doubt  about  thofe  things,  and  yet 
call  yourfelf  a  Ghrittian.  Why  then  will  you  not  be  per- 
fuaded  to  lay  them  to  heart,  and  to  aft  as  duty  and  interett 
fo  evidently  require?  Oh  ttnner,  the  caufe  is  too  obvious; 
a  caule  indeed  quite  unworthy  of  being  called  a  reafon.  It 
is  becaufe  thou  art  blinded  and  befotted  with  thy  vanities 
and  thy  lutts.  It  is  becaufe  thou  hatt  fome  perifhing  trifle, 
which  charms  thy  imagination  and  thy  fenfes,  fo  that  it  is 
dearer  to  thee  than  God  and  Chritt,  than  thy  own  foul  and 
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its  falvation.  It  is,  in  a  word,  becaufe  thou  art  frill  under 
the  influence  of  that  carnal  mind,  which,  whatever  pious 
forms  it  may  fometimes  admit  and  pretend,  44  is  enmity  a- 
u  gainff:  God,  and  is  not  fubject  to  the  law  of  God,  neither 
u  can  be  (/)/’  And  therefore  thou  art  in  the  v<ry  cafe  of 
thole  wretches,  concerning  whom  our  Lord  laid,  in  the  days 
of  his  ffefh,  44  Ye  will  not  come  unto  me  that  ye  might  havo 
44  life  (??;)  and  therefore  44  ye  lhall  die  in  your  fins  fP)” 

$  8.  In  this  cafe  I  fee  net  what  it  can  fignify  to  renew 
thofe  expofhilations  and  addrefles,  which  I  have  made  in 
the  former  chapters.  As  our  bleiled  Redeemer  fays  of  thol© 
"who  rejecled  hisgolpel.  44  Ye  have  both  feen  and  hated 
uboth  me  and  my  Father  (o)  f  fo  may  I  truly  fay  with 
regard  to  you,  I  have  endeavoured  to  flow  you,  in  the 
plained:  and  cleared  words,  both  Chrilt  and  the  Father  ;  T 
have  urged  the  obligations  you  are  under  to  both  ;  I  have 
laid  before  you  your  guilt,  and  your  condemnation  ;  I  have 
pointed  out  the  only  remedy  ;  I  have  pointed  out  the  Rock 
on  which  I  have  built  my  own  eternal  hopes,  and  the  way 
in  which  alone  I  expeft  falvation ;  I  have  recommended 
thole  things  to  you,  which,  if  God  gives  me  an  opportuni¬ 
ty,  I  will,  with  my  dying  breath,  earneftly  and  aiTedbon- 
ately  recommend  to  my  own  children,  and  to  all  the  dear- 
eft  friends  I  have  upon  earth  who  may  then  be  near  me  j 
edeeming  it  the  highed  token  of  my  friendlhip,  the  furefl 
proof  of  my  love  to  them  :  and,  if  believing  the  gofpel  to 
be  true,  you  refolve  to  reje&  it,  I  have  nothing  farther  to 
fay,  but  that  you  mufl  abide  by  the  confequence — \  et  as 
Mofes,  when  he  went  out  from  the  prefence  of  Pharaoh  for 
the  laft  time,  finding  his  heart  yet  more  hardened  by  all 
the  judgments  and  deliverances  with  which  he  had  formerly 
been  exercifed,  denounced  upon  him  God’s  palling  through 
the  land  in  terror  to  fmite  the  fir  d- born  with  death,  and 
warned  him  of  that  great  and  lamentable  cry  which  tne 
fword  of  the  dedroying  angel  fhould  raiie  tluougnout  all 
his  realm-  (p)  ;  fo  will  I,  finner,  now  when  I  am  quitting 
thee,  fpeak  to  thee  yet  again,  44  Whether  thou  win  hear, 
44  or  whether  thou  wilt  forbear  (q)  ;  5  and  denounce  that 
much  more  terrible  judgment,  which  the  fwerd  of  civine 
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vengeance,  already  wlietted  and  drawn,  and  bathed  as  it 
were  in  heaven  r)  ;  is  preparing  again!!  thee  ;  which  fhall 
end  m  a  much  more  doleful  cry,  though  thou  wert  greater 
and  more  obltinaie  than  that  haughty  monarch.  Yes,  fn- 
ner,  that  1  may,  with  the  apoitie  Paid,  when  “turning 
to  others,  ’  who  are  more  likeiy  to  hear  me,  “  fhake  my 
u  raiment  and  fay,  I  am  pure  from  thy  blood  X 

will- once  more  tell  you  what  the  end  ofthefe  things  will 
be.  And,  oh,  that  I  could  fpeak  to  purpofe  !  Oh  that  I 
could  thunder  in  thine  ear,  luch  a  peal  of  terror,  as  might 
awaken  thee,  and  be  too  loud  to  be  drowned  in  all  the 
noife  of  carnal  mirth, or  to  be  deadened  by  ihofe  dangerous 
opiates,  with  which  thou  art  contriving  to  ftupify  tliy  con* 
fcietice  ! 

§  9*  Seek  what  amiifements  and  entertainments  thou 
wilt,  O  tinner,  I  tell  thee,  if  thou  wert  equal  in  dignity, 
and  power,  and  magnificence,  to  the  great  monarch  of 
Babylon,  “  thy  pomp  fhall  be  brought  down  to  the  grave 
46  aiJd  all  the  found  of  thy  viols;  the  worm  fhall  be  fpread 
U  under  thee,  and  the  worm  fhall  cover  thee  (*).,?  Yres, 
fmner,  “the  end  of  thefe  things  is  death  (u) death  in 
its  moil  terrible  fenfe  to  thee,  if  this  continue  thy  govern¬ 
ing  temper.  Thou  canh  not  avoid  it ;  and  if  it  be  pofTI- 
ble  for  any  thing  that  I  can  fay  to  prevent,  thou  /halt  not 
forget  it.  Your  “  hrength  is  not  the  hrength  of  hones,  nor 
your  flefli  ofbrafs  (x).”  Y"ou  are  acceilible  to  difeafes 
as  well  as  others ;  and  if  feme  fudden  accident  do  not  pre¬ 
vent  it,  we  fhall  foon  fee  how  heroically  you  will  behave 
on  a  dying  bed,  and  in  the  near  views  of  eternity.  You 
that  now  defpife  Chrift,  and  trifle  with  his  goipel,  we  fhall 
fee  you  droop  and  ianguifli  :  fhall  fee  all  your  relifh  for 
your  carnal  recreations,  and  your  vain  companions,  lofl. 
And  if  perhaps  one  and  another  of  them  bolr  in  upon  you* 
and  is  brutifh  and  defperaie  enough  to  attempt  to  entertain 
a  “dying  man  with  a  gay  ftory,  or  a  profane  jeff,  we  fliall 
fee  how  you  will  relifh  it.  We  fhall  fee  what  comfort  you 
will  have  in  refle&ing  on  what  is  pah,  or  what  hope  in 
looking  forward  to  what  is  to  come.  Perhaps  trembling  and 
nhonifhed,  you  will  then  be  enquiring,  in  a  wild  kind  of 
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*ondernation,  44  what  you  fliall  do  to  be  fated calling 
for  the  minifters  of  Clirift,  whom  you  now  defpife  for  the 
earneftnels  with  which  they  would  labour  to  fave  your 
foul  \  and,  it  may  be,  falling  into  a  delirium,  or  dying 
in  convulfions  before  they  can  come.  Or  perhaps  we  may 
fee  you  flattering  yqurlelves,  through  a  lingering  illnefs, 
that 'you  fliall  hill  recover,  and  putting  off  any  ferious  re- 
fledlon  and  converfation,  for  fear  it  Ihould  overfet  your 
fpirits  ;  and  the  cruel  kindnefs  of  friends  and  phyfeians, 
as  if  they  were  in  league  with  Satan  to  make  the  deflrudion 
of  your  foul  as  fure  as  poilible,  may  perhaps  abet  this  fatal 
deceit* 

§  io.  And  if  any  of  thefe  probable  cafes  happen,  that 
is,  in  fliort,  unlefs  a  miracle  of  grace  fnatch  you  46  as  a 
44  brand  out  of  the  burning,’’  when  the  flames  have  as  it 
were  already  taken  hold  of  you,  all  thefe  gloomy  circum- 
dances,  which  pafs  in  the  chambers  of  illnefs,  and  the  bed 
of  death,  are  but  the  forerunners  of  infinitely  more  dread¬ 
ful  things.  On,  who  can  deicrlbe  them  1  who  can  imagine 
them,  when  furviving  friends  are  tenderly  mourning  ov«r 
'the  breathlefs  corpfe,  and  taking  a  fond  farewell  of  it  be¬ 
fore  it  is  laid  to  confume  away  in  the  dark  and  iilerit  grave, 
into  what  hands,  O  firmer,  will  thy  foul  be  fallen  1  what 
feenes  will  open  upon  thy  feparate  fpirit,  even  before  thy 
deferted  flefli  be  cold,  or  thy  fight lefs  eyes  are  dofed  !  it 
fliall  then  know  what  it  is  to  return  to  God  to  be  rejeded 
by  him,  as  having  rejeded  his  gofpel  and  his  Son,  and 
jdefpiled  the  only  treaty  of  reconciliation  ;  and  that  luch  a 
one  fo  amazingly  condei’c ending  and  gracious.  Thou  flialt 
know  what  it  is  to  be  d downed  by  Chrid,  whom  thou  had 
refufed  to  entertain  ;  and  what  it  is.  as  the  certain  and  im¬ 
mediate  .confequence  or  that,  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
m  lignant  fpirits  of  hell.  There  will  be  no  more  friend- 
jlijp  then  \  none  to  comfort,  none  to  alleviate  thy  agony 
and  didrefs  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  all  around  thee  labour¬ 
ing  to  aggravate  and  increafe  them.  Thou  flialt  pals  a- 
way  the  intermediate  years  of  the  leparate  date  in  diead- 
ful  expectation,  and  bitter  outcries  of  horror  and  remorfe ; 
and  then  thou  Iliad  hear  the  trumpet  of  the  arch-angel,  in 
whatever  cavern  of  that  gloomy  world  thou  art  lodged.  Its 
found  fliall  penetrate  thy  prifon,  where  doleful  andhorri- 
taie  as  it  is,  thou  flialt  neverthelefs  wifli  that  thou  imghted 
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ft  1!  be  allowed  to  hide  thy  guilty  head,  rather  than  fliow  it  be¬ 
fore  tire  face  of  that  awful  Judge,  before  whom,  u  heaven 
44  and  earth  are  flying  awav  (y).”  But  thou  mud  come 
forth,  and  be  re-united  to  a  body,  now  formed  for  ever  to 
endure  agonies,  which  in  this  mortal  date,  would  have  dil- 
lblved  it  in  a  moment.  You  would  not  be  perfuad'ed  to 
come  to  Chrift  before  ;  you  would  ftupidly  negiect  him,  in 
fpight  of  reafon,  in  fpight  of  confcience,  in  fpightof  all  the 
tendered  folicitation^  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  repeated  ad¬ 
monitions  of  its  mod  faithful  miniders-:  but  now,  finner, 
you  fhall  have  an  interview  with  him  ;  if  that  may  be 
called  an  interview,  in  which  you  will  not  dare  to  lift  up 
your  head  to  view  the  face  of  your  tremendous  and  inex¬ 
orable  Judge.  There,  at  lad,  how  didant  foever  the  time 
©f  your  life,  and  the  place  of  your  abode,  nray  have  been, 
there  fhall  we  lee  how  courageoufly  your  hearts  will  en¬ 
dure,  and  how  u  drong  your  hands  will  be,  when  the  Lord  • 
**  doth  this  (2).”  There  fliall  I  fee  thee,  O  reader,  who¬ 
ever  thou  art  that  goed  on  in  thine  impenitenev,  among 
thoufands  and  ten  thoufands  of  defpairing  wretches,  trem¬ 
bling  and  confounded.  There  fhall  I  hear  thv  cries  a- 

o 

mong  the  red,  rending  the  very  heavens  in  vain.  The 
Judge  will  rife  from  the  tribunal  with  majedic  compofure, 
and  leave  thee  to  be  hurried  down  to  thofe  everlading  bur¬ 
nings  to  which  his  righteous  vengeance  hath  doomed  thee, 
becaufe  thou  woulded  not  be  faved  from  them.  Hell  fliall 
fliut  its  mouth  upon  thee  for  ever,  and  the  fad  echo  of  thy 
groans  and  outcries  fhall  be  lod  amidd  the  hallelujahs  of 
heaven  to  all  that  find  mercy  of  the  Lord  in  that  day. 

§  11.  This  will  mod  afliiredly  be  the  end  of  thefe 
things  ;  and  thou,  as  a  Chridian,  profeded  to  know  and  to 
believe  it.  It  moves  my  heart  at  lead,  if  it  moves'not  thine. 

I  firmly  believe  that  every  one,  who  himfetf  obtains  lalva- 
tion  and  glory,  will  bear  fo  much  of  his  Saviour’s  image  in 
wifdom  and  goodnefs,  in  zeal  for  God,  and  a  deady  regard 
to  the  happinefs  of  the  whole  creation,  that  he  will  behold 
this  fad  feene  with  calm  approbation,  and  without  any  pain¬ 
ful  commotion  of  mind.  But  as  yet  I  am  flefh  and  blood  ; 
and  therefore  my  bowels  are  troubled,  and  mine  eyes  often 
'overflow  with  grief,  to  think  that  wretched  finners  willhave 
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no  more  companion  upon  their  own  fouls ;  to  think,  that  in 
fpight  of  all  admonition,  they  will  obdinately  run  upon  fi¬ 
nal  everlading  definition.  It  would  fign-fy  nothing  to 
add  a  prayer  here,  or  a  meditation  for  your  uie.  Poor 
creature  l  you  will  not  meditate  1  you  will  not  pray  1  Yet, 
as  I  have  often  poured  out  my  heart  in  prayer  over  a  dy¬ 
ing  friend,  when  the  force  of  hisdidemperhas  rendered  him 
incapable  of  joining  with  me,  fo  will  I  now  apply  myfelf 
to  God  for  you,  O  unhappy  creature  !  And  if  you  difdain 
fo  much  as  to  read  what  my  companion  dictates,  yet  I  hope, 
they  who  have  felt  the  power  of  the  golpei  on  their  own 
fouls,  as  they  cannot  but  pity  fuch  as  you,  will  join  with 
me  in  fuch  cordial,  though  broken,  petitions  as  thefe  : 

A  pr  aver  in  behalf  of  an  impenitent  Sinner ,  in  the 

Cafe  defer  ibed  above. 


LMIGHTY  God  1  “  with  thee  all  things  are  poffible 
JT. L  u  a)  to  thee  therefore  do  I  humbly  apply  myfelf 
in  behalf  of  this  dear  immortal  foul,  which  thou  here  feed 
perilling  in  its  fins,  and  hardening  itfelf  againft  that  ever- 
lading  gofpel,  which  has  been  the  power  of  God  t©  the  fab 


vation  of  fo  many  thou  lands  and  millions.  Thou  art  wit- 
riel's,  O  bleffed  God,  thou  art  witnefs  to  the  plainnefs  and 
ferioufnefs  with  which  the  mef  age  has  been  delivered.  It 
is  in  thv  prefence  that  thefe  awful  words  have  been  written  >s 
and  in  thy  pre fence  they  have  been  read.  Be  pleated 
therefore  to  record  it  in  the  book  of  thy  remembrance,  that 
fo,  if  this  wicked  man  dieth  in  his  iniquity,  after  the  warn¬ 
ing  has  been  fo  plainly  and  (o  folemnly  given  him,  his  blood 
may  not.  be  required  at  my  hand  (£),  nor  at  the  hand  of 
that  Ghriitian  friend,  whoever  he  is,  by  whom  this  book  has 


been  put  into  his,  with  a  flncere  defire  for  the  falvation  of 
his  foul.  Be  witnefs,  O  blefied  Je'us,  u  in  the  day  in 
u  which  thou  fhalt  judge  the  fecrets  of  ah  hearts  c  ,’  that 
thv  gofpel  hath  been  preadred  to  this  hardened  wretch,  and 
falvation  by  thv  blood  hath  been  offered  him.  though  he 
continue  to  defpife  it.  And  may  thine  unworthy  mefenger 
be  unto  God  a  fweet  favour  in*.  Chrifl,  in  this  very  foul, 


«veft  though  it  ihall  at  lad  perl  ill  '  d. 
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But,  oh,  that,  after  all  his  hardnefs  and  impenitence, 
thou  vvouldeft  dill  be  pleafed,  by  the  fovereign  power  of 
thine  efficacious  grace,  to  awaken  and  convert  him  I  W  ell 
do  we  know,  oh  thou  Lord  of  univerfal  nature,  that  he  who 
made  the  foul  can  caule  the  (word  oi  c on  v  id  ion  to  come 
near  and  enter  into  it.  Oh  that,  in  thine  infinite  wifdom 
and  love,  thou  wouldeil  find  out  a  way  to  interpofe,  and  lave 
this  (inner  from. death,  from  eternal  death  1  Oh  that,  d  it 
be  thy  blefTed  will,  thou  wouldeil  immediately  do  it  1  Thou 
knowed,  O  God,  he  is  a  dying  creature  :  thou  knowelt 
that  if  an y  thing  be  done  for  him,  it  muff  oe  donecputK- 
ly  :  thou  feed,  in  the  book  of  thy  wife  and  gracious  de¬ 
cree  ,  a  moment  marked,  which  mud  feal  him  up  in  an  un¬ 
changeable  date  :  oh  that  thou  wouldeil  lay  hold  on  him. 
while  he  is  yet  u  joined  to  the  living,’’’  and  “hath  hope  (e) 
Thy  immutable  laws,  in  the  difpenfation  of  grace,  forbid 
that  a  foul  diould  be  converted  and  renewed  after  its  enr 
trance  on  the  invihble  world  *.  on  let  thy  iecret  Spirit  work, 
while  he  is  yet  as  it  were  within  the  iphere  or  his  operati¬ 
ons  1  Work,  O  God,  by  whatever  method  thou  pleated, 
only  have  mercy  upon  him  1  O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  him  1 
that  he  fink  not  into  thofe  depths  of  damnation  and:  rul it, 
on  the  very  brink  of  which  he  fo  evidently  appears  i  Oh 
that  thou  woulded  bring  him,  if  that  be  necefiary,  and  feem 
to  thee  mod  expedient,  into  any  paths  of  calamity  and  did 
trefs  1  Oh  that,  with  Manadeh,  he  may  u  be  taken  in  the 
a  thorns,  and  laden  with  the  fetters  of  affiidion,  1  if  that 
may  but  caufe  him  u  to  feek  the  God  oi  his  fathers  (f )  • 1 
But  I  prefcribe  not  to  thine  infinite  wifdom.  Thou  had 
difplayed  thy  power  in  glorious  and  adonifhing  in  dances  ; 
which  I  thank  thee  that  I  have  fo  circumdantially  known, 
and  by  the  knowledge  of  them  have' been  fortified  againft 
the  rafli  confidence  of  thofe  who  weakly  and  arrogantly 
pronounce  that  to  be  jimpoffible  which  is  actually  done0 
Thou  had,  I  know,  done  that  by  a  fingle  thought  in  re¬ 
tirement,  when  the  happy  man  reclaimed  by  it  hath  been 
far  from  means,  and  far  from  ordinances  ;  which  neither 
the  mod  awful  admonitions,  nor  the  mod  tender  entreaties, 
nor  the  mod  terrible  affliction^,  nor  the  mod  wonderful 
live  ranees,  has  been  able  to  effefl. 
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Glorify  thy  name,  O  Lord,  and  glorify  thy  grace,  in  the 
method  whicn  to  thine  infinite  wildom  jOiall  feem  mofl  ex- 
psdient  !  Only  gram  Ibefeech  thee,  with  all  humble  fub- 
mihion  to  t  hy  will,  that  this  /inner  iliall  be  laved  !  or  if  nor 
that  the  labour  of  this  part  may  not  be  altogether  in  vain  • 
but  that,  if  fame  reject  it  to  their  aggravated  ruin,  others 
may  hearken  and  live  !  That  thofe  thy  fervants,  who  have 
laboured  lor  their  deliverance  and  happinefs,  may  view 
them  in  the  regions  of  glory.,  as  the  fpoiJs  which  thou  ha/1 
honoured  them  as  the  inftruments  of  recovering  ;  and  may 
jom  with  them  in  the  hallelujahs  of  heaven,  “  to  him  who 

“  **ath  loved  us>  and  wafted  us  from  our  fins  in.  his  own 
“  blood,  and  hath  made  us, ”  of  condemned  rebels ,  and  ac- 
turfed  polluted  finners,  “  kings  and  priefts,  unto  God  j 
“  t0  him  ljc  8lo>7  an‘*  dominion,  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen 

u  fg).’r  '  ,  ’ 
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An  ad  dr  efs  to  a  Soul  fo  overwhelmed  with  a  lenfeofths 
greatneis  ot  its  Sins,-  that  it  dare  not  £pply  itfelf  to 
Chrifl  with  any  hope  of  Salvation. 

Phe  cafe  defer  wed  at  large,  §  1 —  4.  as  it  frequently  oc¬ 
curs,  §  5,  Gf  anting  all  that  the  dejetltd  foul  charges 
on  itfelf, \  §  6.  The  invitations  and  promifes  of  Car  if 
give  hope,  §  7.  The  reader  urged  under  all  his  burdens 
and  fears,  to  an  humble  application  to  him ,  §  8.  ; 
Which  is  accordingly  exemplified  in  the  concluding  re¬ 
flection  and  prayer. 


§  1 


I  HAVE  now  done  with  tpofe  unhappy  creatures 
who  delpiie  the  gofpel,  and  with  thole  who  ne¬ 
glect  it.  With  pleafure  do  I  now  turn  myfelf  to  thofe  who 
will  hear  me  with  more  regard.  Among  the  various  cafes 
which  now  prefent  themfelves  to  my  thoughts,  and  de¬ 
mand  my  tender,  affectionate,  refpe&ful  care,  there  is  none 
tnore  worthy  of  companion  than  that  which  I  have  menu- 
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oned  in  the  title  of  this  chapter ;  none  which  requires  a 
more  immediate  attempt  ol  relief. 

•  §2.  It  is  very  pollible,  fome  affli&ed  creature  may  be 
ready  to  cry  out,  It  is  enough  :  aggravate  my  grief  and 
my  diftrefs  no  more.  The  fentence  you  have  been  io  aw¬ 
fully  defcribing,  as  what  iliall  be  palled  and  executed  on 
the  impenitent  and  unbelieving  is  my  fentence  3  and  the 
teirors  of  it  are  my  terrors.  For  u  mine  iniquities  are 
a  gone  up  unto  the  heavens  (<?),”  and  my  trail fgrellions 
have  reached  unto  the  clouds.  My  caufe  h  quite  Angular. 
Surely  there  never  was  fo  great  a  fniner  as  I.  .1  have  re¬ 
ceived  lo  many  mercies,  I  have  enjoyed  fo  many  advanta¬ 
ges,  I  have  heard  fo  many  invitations  of  gofpel  grace  ;  and 
yet  my  heart  has  been  fo  hard,  and  my  nature  is  fo  exceed¬ 
ing  linful,  and  the  number  and  aggravating  circumftances 
of  my  provocations  have  been  fuch,  that  I  dare  not  hope.  It 
is  enough  that  God  hath  lupported  me  thus  long  ;  it  is 
enough,  that  after  fo  many  years  of  wickednefs,  I  am  yet 
out  of  hell.  Every  day’s  reprieve  is  a  mercy  at  which  I 
am  aftonifhed.  I  lie  down  and  wonder,  that  death  and 
damnation  have  not  feized  me  in  my  walks  the  day  pad:. 

I  arife  and  wonder  that  my  bed  hath  not  been  my  grave q  - 
wonder,  that  my  foul  is  not  feparated  from  my  fidli,  and 
furrounded  with  devils  and  damned  fpirits. 

§  3.  I  have  indeed  heard- the  mellage  of  falvation  ; 
but,  alas,  it  feems  no  mellage  of  falvation  to  me.  There 
are  happy  fouls  that  have  hope,  and  their  hope  is  indeed  in 
Ghriff,  and  the  grace  of  God  manifolded  in  him.  But  then 
they  feel  in  their  hearts  an  encouragement  to  apply  to  him  ; 
whereas  I  dare  not  do  it.  Ghrift  and  grace  are  things  in 
which  I  fear  I  have  no  part,  and  muft  expect  none.  There 
are  exceeding  rich  and  precious  promiles  in  the  word  of 
God  ;  but  they  are  to  me  as  a  fealed  book,  and  are  hid 
from  me  as  to  any  perfonal  ufe.  I  know  Chrift  is  able  to 
fave  ;  I  know  he  is  willing  to  fave  fome  ;  but  that  he 
fhould  be  willing  to  fave  me*  fuch  a  polluted,  fuch  a  provok¬ 
ing  creature,  as,  God  knows,  and  as  confcience  knows,  I 
have  been,  and  to  this  day  am  j  this  I  know  not  how  to  be¬ 
lieve;  and  the  utmoft  that  I  can  do  towards  believing  if  is 
to  acknowledge  that  it  is  not  abfolutely  impoffible,  and  that 
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I  do  not  yet  lie  down  in  complete  defpair ;  though,  alas  ! 
I  feem  upon  the  very  borders  of  it,  and  expeCt  every  day 
and  hour  to  fall  into  it. 

§  4*  I  diould  not,  perhaps,  have  entered  fo  fully  into 
this  cafe  if  I  had  not  j'een  many  in  it  ;  and  I  will  add, 
reader,  for  your  encouragement,  if  it  be  your  cafe,  feveral 
who  are  now  in  the  number  of  the  molt  eftablifhed,  cheer- 
iul,  and  uleful  Chridians.  And  I  hope  divine  grace  will1 
add  you  to  the  reft,  if  u  out  of  thefe  depths,”  you  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  “  cry  unto  God  Kb)  and  though,  like  Jonah,  you 
may  feem  to  be  “  call  Out  fiom  his  prelence, ”  yet  ftiJL 
with  Jonah,  you  “  look  toward  his  holy  temple  vc)-” 

§  5.  Let  it  not  be  imagined  that  it  is  in  any  neglect  of 
that  blefled  Spirit,  whole  office  it  is  to  be  the  great  Com¬ 
forter,  that  I  now  attempt  to  reafon  you  out  of  this  difco tv- 
iolate  frame  ;  for  it  is  as  the  great  fource  of  reafon  that  he 
deals  with  rational  creatures,  and  it  is  in  the  ufe  of  ration- 
til  means  and  confiderations,  that  he  may  mod  jufllv  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  operate.  Give  me  leave,  therefore,  to  addrefs 
myfelf  calmly  to  you,  and  to  afk  you,  what  reafon  you 
have  for  all  thefe  paffionate  complaints  and  accufations  a- 
gainft  yourfelf  ?  what  reafon  have  you  to  fugged:  that  your 
«afe  is  fingular,  when  lomany  have  told  you  they  have  felt 
the  fame  ?  what  reafon  have  3?ou  to  conclude  fo  hardlv 
again  ft  yourfel  f  when  the  gofpel  ipeaks  in  fuch  favourable 
terms  ?  or  what  reafon  to  imagine  that  the  gracious  things 
it  fays  are  not  intended'for  you  ?  You  know,  indeed,  more 
of  the  corruptions  of  your  own  heart  than  you  do  of  ihe 
hearts  of  others;  and  you  make  a  thoufand  charitable  ex- 
■tufes  for  their  vifible  failings  and  infirmities,  which  you 
make  not  for  your  own  ;  -and  it  may  be  fome  of  thole, 
whom  you  admire  as  eminent  faints  when  compared  with 
you,  are,  on  their  part,  humbling  themfelvesin  the  dud  as 
unworthy  to  be  numbered  among  the  1  jad  of  God’s  people, 
.and  widiing  themfelves  like  you,  in  whom  they  think  they 
fee  much  more  good,  and  much  lefs  of  evil  than  in  them- 
felve~« 

5  6.  Rut  to  fuppofi?  the  v*d  ?  what  if  you  were  really 
the  vileftfinner  that  ever  lived  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  l 
what  a  if  your- iniquities  had  gone  up  unto  the  heavens  [df 
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every  day,  and  your  tranfgreflions  had  reached  unto  th® 
clouds,  reached  thither  with  iuch  horrid  aggravations,  that 
earth  and  heaven  fhould  have  had  realon  to  deteftyofi  as  a 
mon  (ter  of  impiety?  Admitting  all  this,  u  is  anything  too 
“  hard  forthe  Lord  ^e)  ?”  are  any  fins,  of  which  a  f nner 
can  repent,  of  fo  deep  a  dyerthat  the  blood  of  Chrift  cannot 
wafli  them  away  ?  Nay,  though  it  would  be  daring  wick- 
ednefs  a  d  monftrous  folly.for  any  u  to  fin  that  grace  might 
«'•  abound  f  ,”  yet  had  you  indeed  railed  your  account  be¬ 
yond  all  that  divine,  grace  had  ever  yet  pardoned,  who 
fhould  “  limit  the  holy  One  of  Iirael  g\  V1  or  who  fhould 
pretend  to  lay  that  it  was  impolfible  God  might,  for  your 
very  wretchednels  ebufeyouout  from  others,  to  make  you 
a  monument  of  mercy,  and  a  trophy  of  hitherto  unparalleled 
grtcc?  The  apoftle  Paul  Itrongly  intimates  this  to  have 
been  he  cafe  with  regard  to  himlelf ;  and  why  might  not 
you  like  wife,  if  indeed  u  the  chief  of  finnen-'  obtain  mercyT 
“  that  in  you,  as  the  chief,  Jefus  Chrift  might  fhow  forth  all 
44  long  fu&ring,  for  a  pattern  to  them  who  fliall  hereafter 
44  believe  h  ?  ’ 

$  7.  Gloomy  as  your  apprehenfons  are,  I  would  alk 
you  plainly,  Do  you  in  your  conference  think  tha'  Chrifl 
is  not  able  to  lave  you?  What,  is  he  not  u  able  to  fave, 
44  even  to  the  uttermofl,  them  that  come  unto  God  bv  him 
44  (*)•”  Yes,  you  will  fay,  abundantly  able  to  do  it;  but  I 
dare  not  imagine  that  he  will  do  it.  And  how  do  you  know 
that  he  will  not  ?  He  has  helped  the  very  greatefl  fnners  of 
all,  that  have  yet  applied  themfelves  to  h  m  ;  and  he  has 
made  the  offers  of  grace  and  falvation  in  the  moff  engaging 
and  encouraging  terms  :  44  If  any  man  thirfl,  let  him  come 
44  unto  me  and  drink  (k  :  Let  him  that  is  athirff  come ; 
44  and  whosoever  will, let  him  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely 
44  (l  :  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labour  and  are  heavy 
w  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  refl  ( m  and,  once  more, 
4‘  Him  that  corner!)  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  caff  out  n).’y 
True,  you  will  fay,  none  that  are  given  him  by  the  Fa¬ 
ther :  could  I  know  I  were  of  that  number,  I  could  the  a 
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apply  cheerfully, to  him.  But,  dear  reader,  let  me  intreat 
you  to  look  into  the  text  itfelf,  and  fee  whether  that  limita¬ 
tion  Be  exprefsly  added  there,  Do  you  there  read,  44  None 
of  them,  whom  theFather  hath  given  me  ftiallbe  caft  out?.’’ 
I  he  words,  are  in  a  much  more  encouraging  form  :  and 
why  ftiould  you  fruftrate  his  wiidom  and  goodnels  by  fuch 
an  addition  of  your  own  ?  “  Add  not  to  his  words,  left  he 
reprove  thee  (o)  take  them  as  they  ftand,  and  drink 
in  the  coniolation  of  them  .  Our  Lord  knew  into  what  per¬ 
plexity  lome  lerious  minds  might  poffibiy  be  thrown  by 
what  he  had  before  been  faying,  44  All  that  the  Father  hath 
given  me  ftiall  come  unto  me  $”  and  therefore,  as  it 
were  on  put  pole  to  balance  it,  he  adds  thefe  gracious  words; 

Him  that  cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wife,’?  by  no 
means,  on  no  confideration  whatever,  44  caft  out.” 

§  §•  If,  therefore,  you  are  already  difcou raged  and 
terrified  at  the  greatnefs  of  your  fins,  do  not  add  to  their 
weight  and  number  that  one,  greater  and  worfe  than  all  the 
reft,  a  diftruft  of  the  faitlifulnefs  and  grace  of  the  blefled 
Redeemer.  Do  not,  as  far  as  in  you  lies,  oppofe  all  the 
purpofes  of  his  love  to  you.  O  dift  relied  foul,  whom  doft 
thou  dread  ?  to  whom  doft  thou  tremble  to  approach  ?  Is 
there  any  thing  fo  terrible  in  a  crucified  Redeemer,  in  44  the 
Lamb  that  was  ftain  If  thou  carrieft  thy  foul,  almoft 
finking  under  the  burden  of  its  guilt,  to  lay  it  down  at  his 
feet,  what  doft  thou  offer  him  but  the  fpoil  which  he  bled 
and  died  to  recover  and  poftefs  ?  and  did  he  purchafe  it  fo 
dearly  that  thou  might  reje&it  with-  difdain  ?  Go  to  him 
dire&ly,  and  fall  down  in  his  prefence,  and  plead  that  mi- 
fery  of  thine  which  thou  haft  now  been  pleading  in  a  con¬ 
trary  view,  as  an  engagement  to  your  own  foul  to  make  the 
application,  and  as  an  argument  with  the  companion  ate'  Sa¬ 
viour  to  receive  you  :  go,  and  be  aftiired,  that  44  where  fin 
44  hath  abounded,  there  grace  ftiall  much  more  abound  (/>).” 
Be  aftured,  that  if  one  finner  can  prom  ife  himfelf  a  more, 
certain  welcome  than  another,  it  is  not  he  that  is  leaft  guil¬ 
ty  and  miferable,  but  he  that-  ismoft  deeply  humbled  be¬ 
fore  God  under  a  fenfe  of  that  mifery  and  guilt,  and  lies  the 
lowed  in  the  apprehenfion  of  it. 
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Reflection  on  theje  encouragements,  ending  in  an  hum* 
bk  and  came  ft  Application  to  Chrift  for  Mercy. 

OMY  foul,  what  fayed  thou  to'  thefe  things  ?  Is  there 
not  at  lead  a  pollibility  of  help  from  Chrifl  ?  and  is1 
there  a  pollibility  of  help  any  other  wav  ?  Is  any  u  other 
44  name  given  under  heaven  whereby  we  may  be  faved 
64  (g)  ?”  I  know  there  is  none.  I  mud:  then  fay,  like  the, 
lepers  of  Ifrael,  (r)  If  I  fit  here  I  periih,  and  if  I  make  my 
application  in  vain,  I  can  but  die.  But  peradventure  he 
may  fa ve  my  foul  alive.  I  will  therefore  arife,  and  goun- 
to  him  ;  or  rather,  believing  him  here  by  his  fpiritual  pre¬ 
fence,  fmful  and  miferable  as  I  am,  I  will  this  moment  fall 
down  on  my  face  before  him,  and  pour  out  my  loul  unto 
him. 

Blefled  Jefus,  I  prefent  myfelf  unto  thee  as  a  wretch¬ 
ed  creature,,  driven  indeed  by  neceffify  to  do  it.  For, 
furely  were  not  that  ne ce Hit y  urgent  and  abfolute^  I  fhould 
not  dare  for  very  Ihame  to  appear  in  thine  holy  and  ma- 
jeftic  prefence.  I  am  fully  convinced  that  my  fins  and 
my  follies  have  been  inexcufably  great,  more  than  I  can 
exprefs,  more  than  I  can  conceive.  I  feel  a  fource  of  fin 
in  my  corrupt  and  degenerate  nature,  which  pours  out  ini¬ 
quity  as  a  fountain  lends  out  its  water,  and  makes  me  a 
burden  and  a  terror  to  myfelf.  Such  aggravations  have 
attended  mytransgreflions,  that  it  looks  like  preemption  fo 
much  as  to  alk  pardon  of  them  ;  and  yet  would  it  not  be 
greater  prefumption  to  fay,  that  they  exceed  thy  mercy, 
and  the  efficacyof  thy  blood  ?  to  fay  that  thou  haft  power 
and  grace  enough  to  pardon  and  lave  only  tinners  of  a  low¬ 
er  order,  while  fiich  as  I  lie  out  of  thy  reach  ?  Preferve  me 
from  that  blafphemous  imagination  !  preferve  me  from  that 
umeafonable  fufpicion  1  Lord,  u  thou  cauft  do  all  things^ 
44  neither  is  there  any  thought  of  my  heart  withholden  from 
4*  thee  (s).v  Thou  art  indeed,  as  thy  words  declares, 
44  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermofl  (t)  and  therefore,  break¬ 
ing  through  all  the  oppofitions  of  fliame  and  fear  that  would 
keep  me  from  thee,  I  come  and  lie  down  as  in  the  dull  be^ 
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fo’-e  thee.  u  Thou  knowed,  O  Lord,  all  my  fins,  and  all 
mY  foines  (u).  I  cannot,  and,  I  hope  I  may  fay,  I 
woa!,i  not  dilguiie  them  before  thee,  or  fet  myielfto  find 
out  plausible  excufes.  Accufe  me  Lord,  as  thou  pleafedj 
and  1  will  ingenuously  plead  guilty  to  ail  thine  accufati-v 
onu  I  wifi  own  myielf  as  great  a  tinner  as  thou  called 
me  j  out  I  am  dill  a  firmer  that  comes  unto  thee  for  par¬ 
don.  Ir  I  nmd  die,  it  fliall.be  fubmirting,  and  owning  the 
judice  of  the  fatal  ftroke.  If  I  perilh,  it  lhaii  be  44  lay- 

ing 'hold,  J  a;  it  were  44  on  the  horns  of  the  altar.;  ’  lay¬ 
ing  myielt  down  at  thy  footflool,  though  I  have  been  fueh 
a  rebel  againtl  th)’  throne.  Many  have  leceived  a  full 
pardon  there,  have  met  with  favour  even  beyond  their 
hopes.  And  are  all  thy  companions,  O  blejfed  Jelus,  ex- 
haufted  ?  and  wilt  thou  now  begin  to  reject  an  humble  crea¬ 
ture  who  flies  to  ;bee  for  life,  and  pleads  nothing  but  mer¬ 
cy  and  free  grace  ?  u  Have  mercy  upon  me,*’  O  mod 
gracious  Redeemer,  u  have  mercy  upon  me,;1  and  64  let 
my  life  be  precious  in  thy  fight  -  x  !  ’  Ob,  do  not  refolve 
to  (end  me  down  to  that  date  of  final  miiery  and  defpair, 
from  which  i  was  thy  gracious  purpofeto  deliver  and  lave 
xo  many  1 

Spurn  me  not  away,  O  Lord,  from  thy  prefence,  nor 
be  offended  when  I  prefume  to  lay  hold -on  thy  royal  robs, 
and  fay  that  I  cannot  and  44  will  not  let  thee  go”  till  my 
fuit  is  granted  (yj  !  Oh,  remember  that  my  eternity  is  at 
firake  !  Remember,  O  Lord,  that  all  my  hopes  of  obtain¬ 
ing  eternal  happlnefs,  and  avoiding  everiadlng,  helplefs, 
hopeiefs  dedrudion,  are  anchored  upon  t^ee  :  they  hang 
upon  thy  fmiles,  or  drop  at  thy  frown.  Oh,  have  mercy 
upon  me,  for  the  fake  of  this  immortal  foul  of  mine  !  or 
if  not  for  the  fake  of  mine  alone,  for  the  fake  of  many  others, 
who  may,  on  the  one  hand,  be  encouraged  by  thy  mercy 
to  me,  or  on  the  other,  may  be  greatly  wounded  and  dii- 
couraged  by  my  helplefs  defpair  1  I  befeech  thee,  O  Lord, 
for  thine  own  fake,  and  for  the  difplay  of  thy  Father's  rich 
and  fovereign  grace  ;  I  befeech  thee  by  tire  blood  thou  didd 
(bed  on  the  crofs  ;  I  befeech  thee  by  the  covenant  of  grace 
and  peace,  into  which  the  Father  did  enter  with  thee  for 
the  faivation  of  believing  and  repenting  finners,  fave  me  ' 


(u)  Pfalm  ixixc  5-  (*)  Kings  i.  iy.  (y)  Gen,  x>: 
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Save  me,  O  Lord,  who  earnestly  defire  to  repent  and  be*’ 
lieve  l  I  am  indeed  a  imner,  in  whole  filial  and  everlalt- 
ing  deitrurtion  thv  j ultice  might  be  greatly  glorified  :  but, 
oh,  if  thou  wilt  pardon  me,  it  will  be  a  monument  railed 
to  toe 'honour  of  thy  grace,  and  the  efficacy  of  thy  blood., 
ant  proportion  to  the  degree  in  which  the  wrt  fell,  to  whom 
thy  mercy  is  extended,  was  rue  ail  and  milerabie  without  it. 
Speak,  Lord,  by  thy  biebed  Spirit,  and  taniiii  my  fears  1 
Look  unto  me  with,  love  and  grace  in  thy  countenance,  and 
fay  to  me,  as  in  the  days  of  thy  belli  thou  chill  to  many 
an  humlile  lupplieant,  u  Thy  hns  are  iorgiven  thee,  go  in 
peace  V3 


C  H  A  P.  XIII. 


The  doubting  Soul  more  particularly  a  Hi  fled  in  its  Inqui¬ 
ries  as  the  iincerity  of  its  Faith  and  Repentance. 

Tranfient  i  mp  re jjion  s  liable  to  be  mi ft aken for  cower fi oft 9 
1 which  would  be  a  fatal  error,  §  i  General  fc  he  me  for 
felf-exami  nation,  §  2.  Particular  inquiries  /  i  ). 
What  view*  there  have  been  of  fin  l  §  3.  (2).  What 

views  there  have  been  of  Chrijl  ?  §  4  as  to  the-  need 
the  foul  has  of  him,  %  5.  and  its  willingnef's  to' receive 
him  with  a  due  fur  render  of  heart  to  his  jer  vice ,  $  6. 
Not  hi  g fiiort  of  this  Sufficient,  §  7.  The  foulfubmiU 
ting  to  divine  examination,  '  the  fincerity  of  its  faith 
and  repentance . 


1.  ~f  N  consequence  of  all  the  ferious  things  which  have 
X  been  laid  in  the  former  chapters,  I  hope  it  will 
be  no  fake  presumption  to  imagine  that  fome  religious  im- 
preihons  maybe  made  on  hem  ts  which  had  never  felt  them 
bcroie  ;  or  may  be  revived  where  they  have  formerly  grown 
cold  and  languid.  Yet  I  am  very  fenfibie,  and  1  defile 
that' you  may  be  lo,  how  great  danger  there  is  of  felfflatte- 
ry  on  :hn  important  head;  and  how  net  eflarv  is  it  to  cau¬ 
tion  men  aga  nft  too  baby  a  conclulion  that  they  aie  real- 
P'  converted,  becaule,  they  have  felt  fome  wi«rm  emotion 
cn  Cutis  minds,  and  have  reformed  the  grots  irregularities 
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of  their  former  conduit.  A  miftake  here  might  be  infinite¬ 
ly  fatal  :  it  may  prove  the  occafion  of  that  falfe  peace, 
which  fhall  lead  a  man  to  blefs  himfelf  in  his  own  heart, 
and  to  conclude  himi'elf  fecure,  while  all  the  threatenings 
and  ourfes  of  God’s  law  are  founding  in  his  ears,  and  lie  in¬ 
deed  directly  againft  him  (a)  ;  while,  in  the  mean  time 
he  applies  to  himfelf  a  thoufand  promifes,  in  which  he  has 
no  ihare  ;  which  may  prove  therefore,  like  generous  wine 
to  a  man  in  an  high  fever,  or  ftrong  opiates  to  one  in  a  le¬ 
thargy.  The  (tony  ground  received  the  word  with  joy, 
and  a  promising  harveft  feemed  to  be  fpringing  up ;  yet  it 
foon  withered  up  (£),  and  no  reaper  filled  his  arms  with  it- 
Now,  that  this  may  not  be  the  cafe  with  you,  that  all  my 
labours  and  yours  hitherto  may  not  be  loft,  and  that  a  vain 
dream  of  fecurity  and  happinefs  may  not  plunge  you  deep¬ 
er  in  mifevy  and  ruin,  give  me  leave  to  lead  you  into  a  fe¬ 
rrous  inquiry  into  your  own  heart ;  that  fo  you  may  be 
better  able  to  judge  of  your  cafe,  and  to  diftinguifh  what  Is 
at  mo  ft  being  only  near  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  be¬ 
coming  indeed  a  member  of  it, 

§  2'  Now  this  depends  upon  the  fincerity  of  your  faith 
in  Chrift,  when  faith  is  taken  in  its  largeft  extent,  as  ;ex- 
plained  above;  that  is, as  comprehending  repentance,  and 
that  fteady  purpofe  of  new  and  univerfal  obedience  of 
which,  wherever  it  is  real,  faith  will  aflurediy  be  the  vital 
principle.  Therefore  to  afiift  you  in  judging  of  your  ftate, 
give  me  leave  to  afk  you,  or  rather  to  intreat  you  to  afk 
yourfelf,  What  views  you  have  had,  and  now  have  of  fin, 
and  of  Chrift  ?  and  what  your  future  purpofes  are  with  re¬ 
gard  to  your  conduit  in  the  remainder  of  life  that  may  lie 
before  you  ?  I  fhall  not  reafon  largely  upon  the  feveral 
particulars  I  fugged  under  thefe  heads,  but  rather  refer  you 
to  your  own  reading  and  obfervation,  to  judge  how  agree¬ 
able  they  are  to  the  word  of  God,  the  great  rule  by  which 
our  characters  muft  quickly  be  tried,  and  our  eternal  ftate 
unalterably  detei  mined. 

§  3.  Inquire  ferioufly,  in  the  firft  place,  what  views  you 
have  had  of  fin,  and  what  fentiments  you  have  felt  in  vour 
foul  with  regard  to  it.  There  was  a  time  when  it, wore  a 
flattering  afpeft,  and  made  a  fair  inchanting  appearance, 

(2)  Deut.xxix .  19,  20.  (£)  Mattlu  xiii.  57  6- 
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fo  that  all  yaw*  heart  was- charmed  with  it,  and  it  was  the 
very  ’bufineCs  of  your  life  to  praiftife  it.  But  you  have  iince 
been  undeceived  ;  you  have  felt  it  u  bite  like  a  lerpent,  anal 
“  dinglikean  adder  [c)  you  have  beheld  it  with  an  ab-^ 
horrence  fan  greater  .than  the.  delight  which  it  ever  gave 
you.  So  far  it  is  well.  It  is  thus  with  every  true  penitent, 
and  witli.fome  I  fear  who  are  not  of  that  number.  Let 
me,  therefore,  inquire  farther,  when cearoie  this  abhorrence-? 
Was  it  merely  from  a  principle  of  felf-love?  was  it  mere¬ 
ly  becauie  you  had  been  wounded  by  it  ?  was  it  merely  be- 
caufeyou  had  thereby  brought  condemnation  and  ruin  upon 
.  your  own  foul?  Was  there  no  feufe  of  its  deformity,  of 
its  bafenefs,  of  its  malignity,  as  committed,  againf!  the  bleb- 
led  God,  confidered  as  a  glorious,  a  bountiful,  and  a  merci¬ 
ful  Being  ?  Were  you  never  pierced  by  an  apprehenfion  of 
its  vile  ingratitude  ?  And  as  for  tkofe  purpofes  which  have 
arifen  in  your  heart  again!!  it,  let  me  befeech  you  to  reflect 
Jiow  they  have  been  formed,  and  how  they  have  hitherto 
been  executed.  Have  they  been  .univerlal  ?  have  they 
been  reJolute  ?  and  yet,  amidft  all  that  refolution,  have  they 
been  humble?  When  you  declared  war  with  fin,  was  it 
with  every  fin  f  and  is  it  an  irreconcilable  war  which  you 
determine  by  divine  grace  to  pu'fli  on,  till  you  have  entire¬ 
ly  conquered  it,  or  die  in  the  attempt?  And  are  you  ac¬ 
cordingly  aftive  in  your  endeavours  to  fubdue  and  deflroy 
it  ?  If  fo,  what  are  u  the  fruits  worthy  of  repentance  which 
you  bring  forth  ( d )  ?  5  It  cv>es  not,  I  hope,  all  flow  away 
in  floods  of  grief  :  have  you  u  ceafed  to  do  evil?”  are  you 
u  learning  to  do  well.(-e)  ?”  Doth  your  reformation  fhow 
that  you  repent  of  your  fins  ;  or  do  your  renewed  relapfes 
into  fin  prove  that  you  repent  even  of  what  you- call  your 
repentance  ?  Have  you  an  inward  abhorrence  of  all  fin,  and 
an  unfeigned  zeal  again!!  it  ?  And  doth  that  produce  a  care 
to  guard  again!!'  the  occafions  of  it,  and  temptations  to  it? 
Do  you  watch  again!!  the  circumftances  that  have  enfnared 
you  ?  and  do  you  particularly  double  your  guard  again!! 
”  that  fin  which  does  mod  eufily  befet  you  (  f  L  that 
laid  afide,  that  the  Chriftian  race  may  be  run  :  laid  alkie 
•y/jtn  a  him  determination  that  you  will  return  to  it  no  more-- 

(c)  Prov.  xx iih  33.'  $ti)  Luke  m  8. 

( e )  Jja-  u  1  7 •  ■  (f)  Heb,  xii.  1. 
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tli, it  you  will  hold  up  no  more  parley  with  it,  that  you  will 
never  take  ano  her  Hep  towards  it  ? 

§  4.  Permit  me  alfo  farther  to  inquire,  what  your 
views  of  Chrid  have  been  ?  what  you  think  of  him,  and 
of  your  concern  with  him  ?  Have  you  been  fully  convinc¬ 
ed  that  there  mult  be  a  cornefpondence  lettled  between  him 
and  your  foul ;  and  do  you  fee  and  feel,  that  you  are  not 
only  to  pay  him  a  kind  of  dida-nt  homage,  and  tranfient 
compliment,  as  a  very  wife,  benevolent*  and  excellent  per¬ 
son,  whofe  name  and  memory  you  have  a  reverence  for ; 
but  that,  as  he  lives  and  reigns,  as  he  is  ever  near  you,  and 
always  obferving  you,  fo  you  mud  look  to  him,  mud:  ap¬ 
proach  him*  mud  humbly  tranfaft  bufinefswith  him,  and 
that  bufmefs  of  the  highed  importance,  on  which  your  faU 
vation  depends. 

$  5.  You  have  been  brought  to  inquire,  44  Wherewith 
4i  lhalll  come  before  the  Lord,  and  bow  myfelf  before  the 
44  mod  high  God  g)  ?”  And  once,  perhaps,  you  were 
thinking  of  facrifices,  which  your  own  dores  might  have 
been  fuihcient  to  furnifh  out.  Are  you  now  convinced  they 
will  not  fuffice  ;  and  that  you  mud  have  recourie  to  the 
Lamb  which  God  hath  proyided  ?  Have  you  had  a  view  of 
Jefus,  as  “  taking  away  the  fm  of  the  world  (k)  ?  ’  as 
44  majle  a  fin -offering  for  us,  though  he  knew  no  fin,  that 
44  we  might  be  made  the  righteoufnels  of  God  in  him  ;  / }  ? 
Have  you  viewed  him  as  perfectly  righteous  in  himfelf ; 
and,  defpairing  of  being  judified  by  any  righteoufnels  of 
your  own,  have  yon  44  fubmitted  to  the  righreoufnefs  of 
“  God  k)  ?”  Hasyour  heart  ever  been  brought  to  a  deep 
convi&ion  of  this  important  truth,  that  if  ever  you  are  lav¬ 
ed  at  all,  it  mud  be  throughChrid ;  that  if  ever  God  extend 
mercy  to  you  at  all,  it  mud  be  for  his  fake ;  that  if  ever  you 
are  d*ed  in  the  temple  of  God  above,  you  mud  dand  there 
as  an  evet lading  trophy  of  that  vi£tory  which  Chnd  has 
gained  over  the  powers  of  hell,  who  would  otherwile  have 
triumphed  over  you  ? 

§  6.  Our  Lord  fays,  44  Look  unto  me,  and  be  ye  far- 
V  ec3  be  fays,  44  If  I  be  lifted  up,  I  fhall  draw  all 

44  men  unto  me  ^ m Have  you  looked  to  him  as  the 

(jO  IVlicahv i.  6.  ('ft)  *fohn\.  29.  (i)  2  Cor  v.  21. 

[k)  Row-  x.  3.  (/)  I/a.  xlv.  22.  (m)  JoAaxn.  ga. 
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only  Saviour  ?  have  you  be.en  drawn  unto  him  by  that  fa"* 
cred  magnet,  the  attractive  influence  oi’hjs  dying  Jove  ?  Do 
you  know  what  it  is  to  come  to  Ghrift:  as  a  pooy,  “  weary, 
u  and  heavy  laden  finner,  that  you  may  And  reft  ( n ) do 
you  know  what  it  is  in  a  fplritual  le.nfe  to  “  eat  the  .fletV 
ufand  drink  the  blood  of'the  Son  of  man  \  o )  that  i to 

look  upon  Ghrift  crucified  as  the  great  lupport  ofyour  foul, 
and  to  feel  a  defire  after  him,  earneft  as  the  appetite  of  n  t- 
ture  after  its  neceifarv  food?  Have  you.knowm  what  it  is 
cordially  to  furrendei  yourfelf  to  Ghrift,  as  a  poor  creature 
whom  love  has  made  his  property?  Have  you  committed 
your  immortal  foul  to  him,  that  he  may  purily  and  fave  it  ; 
that  he  may  govern  it  by  the  dictates  of  his  word,  -and  the 
influences  of  his  Spirit :  that  he  may  ufe  it  for  his  glory  ; 
that  he  may  appoint  it  to  what  exercile  and  difcipJine  he 
pleafes  while  it  dwells  here  in  flefli  ?  and  that  he  may  re¬ 
ceive  it  at  death,  and  fix  it  among  thole  fpirits,.  who  with 
perpetual  fongs  of  praife  furround  his  throne,  and  are  his 
fervants  for  ever  1  Have  you  heartily  confented  to  this  ? 
and  do  you,  on  this  account  of  the  matter,  renew  your  ccn- 
fent  ?  do  you  renew  it  deliberately  and  determinately,  and 
feel  your  whole  foul,  as  it  were,  faying,  Amen%  while  you 
read  this  ?  If  this  be  the  cafe,  then  I  can  with  great  plea- 
fure  give  you  (as  it  were)  the  right  hand  of  fellowship,  and' 
falute  and  embrace  you  as  a  fincere  difciple  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  as  one  who  is  ii  delivered  from  the  power  of 
“  darknefs,  and  is  tranflated  into  the  kingdom  of  the  Son 
“of  God  (/>).’’  I  can  then  falute  you  in  the  Lord,  as  one 
to  whom,  as  a  minifter  of  Jefus,  I  am  commiflioned  and 
charged  to  fpeak  comfortably,  and  to  tell  you,  not  that  I  ab~ 
folve  you  from  your  fins,  for  it  is  a  fmall  matter  to  be  judg¬ 
ed  of  man’s  judgment,  but  that  the  blefled  God  bimfelf  ab~ 
folvethyou  ;  that  you  ape  one  to  whom  he  hath  faid  in  his 
go! pel,  and  is  continually  faying,  u  Your  fins  are  forgiven 
“  you  ( q ) therefore  go  in  peace,  and  take  the  comfort 
of  it. 

§  7.  But  if  you  are  a  ftrangerto  thefe  experiences,  and 
to  this  temper  which  I  have  now  described,  the  great  work- 
is  yet  undone;  you  are  an  impenitent  and  unbelieving  fifi- 
ner,  and  u  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  you  (r).’’  Ho\v« 

(*0  Matth.  xi.  28.  (0)  John  vi.  53.  (p)  Col .  i,  13, 

(y)  Luke  vii.  48.  (r)  John  iii.  34. 
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*ver  you  may  have  been  awakened  and  alarmed,  whatever' 
re lol ut ions  you  may  have  fohn'ed.for  amending  your  life, 
how  right  foever  your  notions  may  be,  how  pure  foever  your 
forms  of  worfhip,  how  ardent  foe ver  your  £eal,  how  feveie 
foever  your  mortification,  how  humane  foever  youi  temper,, 
how  inorFenilye  foever  your  life  may  be,  I  can  fpeak  no  com¬ 
fort  to  you..  V  ain  are  all  your  religious  hopes,  if  there  has 
not  been  a  cordial  humiliation  before  the  prefence  of  God 
for  all  Vour  fmsy  if  there  has  not  been  this  avowed  war  de¬ 
clared  again  ft  every  thing  difp  leafing  to  God  if  there  has 
not  been  this  fenfe  of  your  need  of  Chrift,  and  of  your  ruiir 
without  him;  if  there  has  not  been  this  earneft  application 
to  hito,  this  fnrrender  of  your  foul  into  his  hands  by  faith  : 
this  renunciation  of  yourielf,  that  you  might  fix  on  him  the 
anchor  of  your  hope  ;  if  there,  has  not  been  .this  unreferved 
dedication  of  yourielf  to-be  at  all  times,  and  in  all  refpe&s, 
the  faithful  fervant  of  God  through  him  ;  and  if  you  do 
not  with  a*li  this  acknowledge,  that  you  are  an  unprofitabie 
fervant,  who  have  no  other  expectation  of  acceptance  or  of 
pardon,  but  .only  through  his'  righteoufnefs  and  blood,  and 
through  the  riche?  of  divine  grace  in  him  ;  I  repeat  it  a- 
gain,  that  all  your  hopes  are  vain,  and  you  are  building  on 
the  fand  (s).  The  houfe  you  have  already  railed  muft  he 
thrown  down  to  the  ground,  and  thedbundation  be  removed 
find,  laid  anew,  or  you  and  all  your  hopes  will  flratfy.  be 
fVept  away  with  it,  and  buried  under  it  in  everlaftingruin. 


The  Saul  fabmittin?  to  divine  Exa'"' tT'° 
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ty  of  its  Repentance  and  Faith. 

Lord  God,  thou  u  fearcheft  all  hearts,  and  trieft  the 
“  reins  of  the  children  of  men  (/).  Search  me,  O. 
“  Lord,  and  know  my  heart ;  try  me,  and  know  my 
“  thoughts  ;  and  fee  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and 
u  lead  me  in.  the  way  eyerlafting  («).’’  Doth  not  my 
confidence,  O  Lord,  teftify  in  thy  prefence,  that  my  re-' 
pentanes  and  faith  are  fuch  as  have  been  deferibed,  or  at 
leaft,  that  it  is  my  earneft  prayer  that  they  may  be  fo  r 
Corns,  therefore, ’o  thou  blefted  Spirit,  who. art  the  Author 


(s)  JMatth.  vii.  1 6. 
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of  all  grace  and  confolation,  and  work  this  temper  more 
fully  in  my  foul  ?  Oh  reprefent  fin  to  mine  eyes  in  all  in 
mod:  odious  colours,  that  I  may  feel  a  mortal  and  irrecon- 
cileable  hatred  to  it  !  Oh  reprefent  the  majedy  and  merry 
of  the  blelled  Godin  fuch  a  manner,  that  my  heart  may  be; 
alarmed,  and  that  it  may  be  melted  !  44  Smite  the  rock,  that 
“  the  waters  may  flow  (x)  :  waters-  of  genuine,  undif- 
fembled,  and  filial  repentance  ?  “  Convince  me,"  O  than 
bleffed  Spirit,,  44  of  lin,  of  righteoufnefs,  and  of  judgment 
44  (y)  •”  Show  me,  that  I  have  undone  my  (elf  j  44  but 
44  that  my  help  is  found  in  God  alone.  ( z.)  ,”in  God,  -through. 
Ghrifl,  in  whom  alone  he  will  extend  companion  and  help* 
to  me  1  According  to  thy  peculiar  office,  44  take  of  Gh rill 
44  and  fhew  it  untome  (a)  Show  me  44  his  power  to  lave  !’T 
Show  me  his  willingnefs,  to  exert  that  power  1  Teach  my 
faith  to  behold  him,  as  extended  on  the  crofs,  wi'h  open 
arms,  and  with  a  pierced  bleeding  fide  ;  and  fo  telling  me, 
in.the.mofl  forcible  language,  what  room  there  is  in  his  very 
heart  forme  !  may  I  know  what  it  is  to  have  my  whole 
heart  fubdued  by  love ;  fo  fubdued,  as  to  be  44  crucified 
44  with,  him  ( b )  to  be  44  dead  (o  fin,”  and  dead  to  the 
world,  44  but  alive  unto  God  through  Jefus  Ghrifl  (c)  l” 
In  his  power  and  love  may  I  confide  !  To  him  may  I- 
without  any  referve,  commit  my  fpirit  !  His  image  may  I 
bear!  his  laws  may  I  ohferve  ;  his  fervice  may  I  purine! 
and  may  I  remain  through  time  and  eternityT  a  monument 
©fthe  etkoacy  of  his  gofpel,.and  a  trophy  of  his  victorious 
grace  ! 

Oh  blefTed  God  1  if  the  re  be  any  thing  wanting  towards 
conlHtuting  me  a  fincere  Chriidian,  difcover  it  to  me,  and 
work  it  in  me  !  Beat  down,  I  befeech  thee,  every  falfe 
and  prefum pttious  hope,  how  coldly  foever  that  building 
may  have  been  which  is  thus  laid  in  ruins,  and  how  proud 
foever  I  may  have  been  of  its  vain  ornaments  !  Let  me 
know  the  world  of  my  cafe,  . be  that  knowledge  ever  fb  diC 
trefsful ;  and  if  there  be  remaining  danger,  oh  let  in y  heart 
be  fully  fenhble  of  it,  fenlible-  while  yet  there  fs  remedv  1 

If  there  be  any  fecret  fin  yet  lurking  in  my  foul,  which 
1  have  not  fincerely  renounced,  difcover  it  to  me,  and  renal 

(x)  Pfahn  Ixxvii.  20.  (y)  John  xvi.  8.  (z)  Hof.  xiih  ’ 
U.j  John  xvi.  -15.  (h)  Rom.  vl  6.  (c)  x't- 
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it  out  of  my  heart,  though  it  fliould  have  fliot  its  roots  ever 
fo  deep,  and  fhould  have  wrapped  them  all  around  it,  fo 
that  every  nerve  fhould  be  pained  by  the  reparation  1  Tear 
it  away,  O  Lord,  by  a  hand  gracioully  fevere  \  and  by  de¬ 
grees,  yea,  Lord,  by  fpeedv  advances,  go  on,  I  beieechthee, 
to  perf«5t  what  is  ftill  iacking  in  my  faith  ( d j  !  Accompliflx 
in  me  “  all  the  good  plealure  of  thy  goodnefs  (e  )  En¬ 
rich  me,  G  heavenly  Father,  with  ail  thy  graces  of  thy  Spi¬ 
rit  j  form  me  to  the  complete  image  of  thy  dear  Son  :  and 
then,  for  his  fake,  come  unto  me,  and  manifeflthy  gracious 
prefence  in  my  foul  (f  ),  till  it  is  ripened  for  that  hate  of 
glory,  for  which  all  thefe  operations  are  intended  to  prepare 
it  1  Amen , 


CHAP  XIV. 

A  more  particular  view  of  the  feveral  branches  of  the  Clnif- 
tian  temper  j  by  which  th«  reader  maybe  farther  addl¬ 
ed  in  judging  what  he  is,  and.  what  he  fliould  endeavour 
4o  be*. 

T he  importance  of  the  cafe  engages  to  a  more  particular 
furvey ,  what  manner  of  fpirit  we  are  of  §  1,2.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  the  Chriflian  temper  is  defer  ibed,  ( 1 J .  By 
fame  general  views  of  it  j  as  a  new  and  divine  temper 
§  3.  s  As  refembling  that  of  C  hr  if,  §  4.  ;  andasen- 
gaging  us  to  be  fpiritually  minded ,  and  to  walk  by  faith 
§5.  A  plcm  of  the  remainder ,  §  6  s  in  which  the 
Chriflian  temper  is  more  particularly  con fidered,  ( 2 ) . 
With  regard  to  the  blefled  God  ;  as  including  fear,  af¬ 
fection,  and  obedience ,  §  7.  j  Faith  and  love  to  Chriflt,. 
§  8,  9.  )  Joy  in  him,  §  10;  And  a  proper  temper  to¬ 
wards  the  Holy  Spirit ,  particularly  as  a  fpirit  of  ado p - 
ti on,  and  of  courage,  §  1  1 —  1  3.  (3).  With  regard  to 

*  N.  B.  This  Chapter  is  almofl  an  abridgement  of  that 
excellent  book  of  Dr.  Evans,  entitled ,  The  Chri^SS&T  em- 
per  ,fofar  as  it  relates  to  the  defer  ipti  on  of  it.  For  par¬ 
ticular  arguments ,  to  in  force  each  part  of  this  temper,  1 
mu fl  refer  the  reader  to  the  book  i  if  elf. 

y)  1  Thef  iii .  io,  (* )  2 Thef  11. 


.  0^3  e^)o  0^.  0^)0  e^c . 
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ourjelves  ;  as  including  preference  of  the  foul  to  the  body  ^ 
humility,  pur ity,  §  14.  te?nperance,§  15.  contentment y 
§  16.  and  patience,  §  17 .  (4).  With  regard  to  onr  fel¬ 
low-creatures  s  as  including  love,  §  18.  meeknefs ,  $19. 
peaceablenefs,  $20.  mercy,  §21.  truth,  §22.  and  can¬ 
dour  in  judging,  §2  3.  (5).  General  qualifications  of 
each  branch,  $  24.  J  fuch  as  fificerity,  §  2  5 .  conjlancy,. 
§  26'  tendernefs,  §27.  zeal,  §  28.  and  prudence,  §29. 
TheJ'e  things  Jhouldfruquently  be  recollected,  §  30.  A 
review  of  all  in  a  J'piritual  prayer . 

£  i*  *\  T  7HEN  I  confider  the  infinite  importance  ofeter- 
VV  nity,  I  find  it  exceedingly  difficult  to  fatisfy 
myfelf  in  any  thing  which  I  can  fay  to  men,  where  their 
eternal  interefls  are  concerned.  I  have  given  you  a  view, 

I  hope  I  may  truly  fay,  a  juft  as  well  as  faithful  view,  to 
a  truly  Ghriftian  temper  already.  Yet,  for  your  farther 
affiftance,  I  would  offer  it  to  your  confideration  in  various 
points  of  light,  that  you  mar  be  allifted  in  judging  of  what 
you  are,  and  of  what  you  ought  to  be.  And  in  this  I  aim, 
not  only  at  your  convi<ftion,  if  you  are  yet  a  ftranger  to  real 
religion,  but  at  your  farther  edification,  if  by  the  grace  of 
God  you  are  by  this  time  experimentally  acquainted  with 
it.  Happy  will  you  be,  happy  beyond  exprcflion,  if  as 
you  go  on  from  one  article  to  another,  you  can  fay,  4*  This 
is  my  temper  and  character. ”  Happy  in  no  inconfldera- 
ble  degree,  if  you  can  fay,  44  This  is  what  I  defire,  what 
U  I  pray  for,  and  what  I  purfue,  in  preference  to  every 
oppofite  view,  though  it  be  not  what  I  have  as  yet  at- 
“  tained.” 

§  1.  Search  then,  and  try,  44  what  manner  of  fpirit 
U  y®u  are  °f  M*.”  And  may  “  he  that  fearcheth  all  hearts” 
dne<5t  the  enquiry  j  and  enable  you  4 4  fo  to  judge  your- 
u  felf,  that  you  may  not  be  condemned  of  the  Lord(  !” 

$3*  Know  in  the  general,  that  if  you  are  a  u  Chriftian 
indeed,  ’  you  have  been  44  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  your 
minds ^c)  ;,y  fo  renewed  as  to  be  regenerate,  44  and  born 
4  again. n  It  is  not  enough  to  have  affumed  a  new  name, 
to  have  been  brought  under  fome  new  reftraints,  or  to  have 
made  a  partial  change  in  fome  particulars  of  your  ccn- 

(a)Luke  \x.  55.  (/>)  ,  Cor.  xi.  31,32.  (c)Zph.  iv.  a; 
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duft.  The  change  mull  be  great  and  univerfal.  Inquire 
then,  whether  you  have  entertained  new  apprehenfions  of 
things,  have  formed  a  practical  judgment  different  from 
what  you  formerly  did;  whether  the  ends  you  purpofe,  the 
affections,  which  you  feel  working  in  your  heart,  and  the 
courle  of  action  to  which,  by  thole  affections,  you  are  di¬ 
rected,  be  on  the  whole  new  or  -old*? — Again,  if  you  are 
a  Chriitian  indeed,  you  are  “  partaker  of  a  divine  11a- 
u  ture  divine  in  its  original,  its  tendency,  and  re- 

femblance.  Inquire  therefore  whether  God  hath  implant¬ 
ed  a  principle  in  your  heart  which  tends  to  him,  and  which 
makes  you  like  him.  Search  your  loul  attentively,  to  fee. 
if  you  have  really  the  image  there  of  God’s  moral  perfec¬ 
tions,  of  his  holirjefs  and  righteoufnels,  his  goodnels  and 
fidelity  ;  for  i 4  the  new  man  is  after  God  created  in  righ- 
“  teoufnefs  and  true  holinefs  (e'ffe  and  4‘  is  renewed  in. 
u  knowledge  after  the  image  of  him  that  created  him  f 

§  4.  For  your  farther  afliffance,  inquire  whether  “  the 
u  fame  mind  be  in  you  which  was  alio  in  C  hr  ill  (g)-’r  whe¬ 
ther  you  bear  the  image  of  God^s  incarnate  Son,  the  bright¬ 
er  and  the  faireft  refemblance  of  the  Father,  which  earth 
or  heaven  has  ever  beheld  ?  The  bleffed  Jefus  deligned 
himfelf  to  be  a.  model  for  all  his  followers  ;  and  he  is  cer¬ 
tainly  a  model  mod  fit  for  our  imitation  ;  an  example  in. 
our  nature,,  and  in  circumflances  adapted  to  general  ufe  ; 
an  example  recommended  to  us  at  once  by  its  fpotlels  per¬ 
fection,  and  by  the  endearing,  relation  in  which  he  hands 
to  us,  as  our  Maher,  our  friend,  and  our  head  ;  as  the  per- 
fon  by  whom  our  everlahing  hate  is  to  be  fixed,  and  in  a 
refemblance  to  whom  our  final  happinefs  is  to  confifl,  if  ever 
we  are  happy  at  all.  Look  then  into  the  life  and  temper 
®f  Chrih,  as  deferred  and  illuhrated  in  the  gofpel,  and, 
fearch  whether  you  can  findany  thing  like  it  in  your  own. 
life.  Have  vou  any  thing  of  his  devotion,  love,  and  re¬ 
flation  to  God  ?  Any  thing  of  his  humility,  meeknefs, 
and  benevolence  to  men  ?  Any  thing  of  his  purity  and  wii- 

*  The  reader  may  fee  thefe  thoughts  illuflratedat  large 
in  the  three  fir ft  of  my  fermons  on  Regeneration. 

(if)  2  Pel.  i.  4.  f*)  Eph.  iv.  24-  *  (f)  Col.  iii.  je< 

(g)  Phil .  ii. 
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dom,  his  contempt  of  the  world,  h.?  patience,  his  fortitude, 
his  zeal  ?  And  indeed,  all  the  other  brandies  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  temper,  which  do  not  imply  previous  guilt  in  the  per  fort 
by  whom  they  are  exe  cited,  may  be  call  d  in  to  ilJuflrate 
and  allift  your,  inquiries  under  this  head. 

§  5.  Let  me  add,  If  you  area  ChrilHan  you  are  in  the 
main  “  ipiritually  minded,  as  knowing  that  is  life  and 
4<  peace;  whereas  to  be  carnally  minded  is  death  (//).’’ 
Though  you  11  live  in  the  flelh,  you  will  not  war  after  it 
u  (  /) you  will  not  take  your  orders  and  your  commands 
from  it.  You  will  indeed  attend  to  in  r.ecef  ary  intereff?, 
as  matters  of  duty,  hut  it  will  ft:  11  be  with  regard  to  another 
and  a  nobler  intereft,  that  of  the  rational  immortal  fpirit. 
-Your  thoughts,  your  affections,  your  purfuits,  your  choice 
T/ill  be  determined  by  a  regard  to  things  fpi ritual  rather 

than  carnal - In  a  wrord,  ’  you  will  walk  by  faith  and 

u  not  by  fight1'  k  Future  invifible,  and,  in  feme  de¬ 
gree,  incomprehenfible  object  will  take  up  your  mind. 
Your  faith  will  ad  on  the  being  of  God,  his  perfections, 
his  providences,  his  precepts,  his  threatening?;,  and  his  pro- 
miles.  It  will  aCt  upon  Chrfft,  “whom  having  not  feen,. 
u  you  will  love”  and  honour  (/).  It  will  aCton  that  un~ 
feen  world,  which  it  knows  to  be  eternal,  and  therefore 
infinitely  more  worthy  of  your  affectionate  regard,  than  any 
^  of  thofe  things  whic  h  are  feen,  and  are  temporal 

§  6.  Thefe  are  general  views  of  the  Chriftian  temper, 
on  which  I  would  entreat  you  to  examine  y#urfelf.  And 

lio^y  I  would  go  on  to  lead  you  into  a  furvey  of  the  grand 
branches  of  it,  as  relating  to  God,  our  neighbour,  and  ouiv 
felves  :  and  of  thofe  qualifications  which  muft  attend  each 
of  thefe  branches. i  fuyh  as  fmcerity,  conftancy,  tender- 
nefs,  zeal,  and  prudence.  And  I  beg  vour  diligent  atten¬ 
tion,  vdiile  I  lay  before  you  a  few  hints  with  regard  to 
each,  by  which  you  may  judge  the  better  both  of  your  flate 
and  of  your  duty. 

§  7.  Examine  then,  I  entreat  you  “  the  temper  of  your 
u  heart,  with  regard  to  the  bleffed  God.”  Do  you’ find 
theie  a  reverential  fear,  and  a  fupreme  love  and  veneration 
for  his  incomparable  excellencies,  a  defire  after  him  as  the 

(h).  Rom.  viii.  C).  (/)  2  Cor.  x.  3.  (k)  2  Cor,  v.  7, 

(/)  1  Pet.  1.  8.  ( m )  2  Cor,  iy«  18, 
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liigbeH:  good,  and  a  cordial  gratitude  towards  him  as  you/ 
fupi erne  benefactor  !  Can  you  trufthis  care  ?  Gan  you  cre- 
dii  hi  teflimony  ?  Do  you  deiire  to  pay  an  unreiervea  obe- 
dieiice  to  all  that  he  commands,  and  an  humble  iubmiflion 
to  aillhe  difpofals  of  his  providence?  Do  you  dfciign  his 
glory  as  your  nobleft  end, and  make  it  the  great  bufineisof 
your  life  to  approve  yourielf  to  him  ?  Is  it  vour  governing 
care  to  imitate  him,  and  to  “  ierve  him  in  fpirit  and  in 
<k  truth  n  ?” 

$  Faith  in  Chrift  I  have  already  deferibed  at  large  j 
and  therefore  fhall  fay  nothing  farther,  either  of  that  per- 
fuafion  of  his  power  and  grace,  which  is  the  great  foundati¬ 
on  of  it ;  or  of  that  acceptance  of  Ch ril'd  under  all  hi>  cha¬ 
racters,  or  that  furrender  of  the  foul  into  his  hands,  in  whirfi 
its  peculiar  and  diltinguilhing  nature  confifls 

§  9*  If  this  faith  in  Chr  ifl  be  fincere,  44  it  will  undoubt- 
11  edly  produce  a  love  to  him  which  will  exprefk  itfelf 
in  affectionate  thoughts  of  him ;  in  ftriX  fidelity  to  him  y 
in  a  careful  obfervation  of  his  charge  ;  in  a  regard  to  his 
Spirit,  to  his  friends,  and  to  his  interelfs  j  iiva  reverence 
to  the  memorials  of  his  dying  love,  which  he  has  inftituted  t 
and  in  an  ardent  defire  after  that  heavenly  world  wher# 
he  dwells,  and  where  he  will  at  length  44  have  all  his  peo- 
“  pie  to  dwell  with  him  (o).ff 

§10.  I  may  add,  agreeably  to  the  word  dfGod ,  that 
thus  believing  in  Chrift,  and  loving  himv  you  will  44  alfo 
u  rejoice  in  him,  in  his  glorious  defign,  and  in  his  complett 
fitnefs  to  accomplifh  it  ;  in  the  promifes  ofhis  word,  and  in 
the  privileges  ofhis  people.  It  will  be  matter  of  joy  to  you 
that  fuch  a  Redeemer  has  appeared  in  this  world  of  ours  ; 
and  your  joy  for  yourfelves  will  be  proportionable  to  the 
degree  of  clearnefs  with  which  you  dilcernyour  intereflin 
him,  and  relation  to  him. 

§  ii.  Let  me  farther  lead  you  into  fome  reflexions  on 
the  temper  of  your  heart  towards  the  blefled  Spirit.  If  we 
44  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Chrifl,  we  are  none  of  his  (/>).”  If 
we  are  not  44  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  we  are  not  the  chil- 
44  dren  of  God  (<?)•”  You  will  then,  if  you  are  areal 
Chriflian,  defire  that  you  may  44  be  filled  with  the  Spirit 
44  (r)  that  you  may  have  every  power,  of  yout  foul  fub- 

( n )  John  iv.  24.  (0)  Johnxv ii.  24.  (p)  Rom.  viii.  9. 

-  (^)  Rom.  vii.  9.  (r)  Eph,  v.  18, 
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jecl  to  his  authority  ;  that  his  agency  on  your  heart  may  be 
more  condant,  more  operative,  and  more  delightfuJ.  And 
to  cherifh  thefe  facred  influences,  you  will  often  have  re- 
courfe  to  lerious  confederation  and  meditation  :  vou  will 
abdain  fromthofe  fins  which  tend  to  grieve  him  :  you  will 
improve  the  tender  feafons  in  which  he  feems  to  breathe 
upon  your  foul ;  you  will  drive  earnelHy  with  God  in  pray¬ 
er,  that  you  may  have  him  “  flied  on  you”  dill  more 
“  abundantly  through  Jefus  Chrid  (s)  and  you  will  be 
defrrous  to  fail  in  with  the  great  end  of  his  milfion,  which 
was  to  “  glorify  Chrid  ('/),”  and  to  eftablifh  his  kingdom. 
You  will  deflre  his  influences  as  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  to 
render  your  ads  of  worfhip  free  and  affectionate  ;  v  our  lor- 
row  for  fin  overflowing  and  tender  j  your  Jefignation  meek, 
and  your  love  ardent  £  in  a  word,  to  carry  you  through 
life  and  death  with  the  temper  of  a  child  who  delight  sin 

his  father,  and  who  longs  for  his  mere  immediate  pre. 
fence. 

f  12.  Once  more.  If  you  arc  a  Chridian  indeed,  you 
Will  be  defirous  to  obtain  the  fpirit  of  courage.  Amidfl 
-allthat  humility  of  foul  to  which  you  will  be  formed,  yow 
will  widi  to  commence  a  hero  in  the  caule  of  Chrid,  op. 
poting  with  a  vigorous  relblution  the  dronged  efforts  of  the 
power  of  darknefs,  the  inward  corruption  of  your  own 
heart,  and  all  the  outward  difficulties  you  may  meet  with 
in  the  way  of  your  duty,  while  in  the  caule  and  in  the 
drength  of  Chrid  you  goon  “  conqueringand  to  conquer.  ’♦ 
§  13-  All -thefe  things  maybe  confidered  as  branches 
of  godhnels  ;  of  that  godlitiefs  which  is  u  profitable  for  all 

“  things,’’  and  hath  the  “  promife  of  the  life  which"  ow 

“  is,  and  of  that  which  is  to  come  (u). 

menowfarthcrlay  before  you  fome branches 
of  the  Chridian  temper,  which  relate  more  immediately  to 
our  fe  Ives.  And  here,  if  you  are  a  Chridian  indeed,  you 
will  undoubtedly  “  prefer  the  foul  to  the  body,  and  thin  ns 

eternal,  to  thofe  things  that  are  temporal.4’  Confcious 
of  the  dignity  and  value  of  your  immortal  pa-rt,  you  will 
come  to  a  firm  refolution  to  fecure  its  happinefs,  whatever 
is  to  be  refigned,  or  whatever  is  to  be  endured  in  that  view 
If  you  are  a  real  Chridian,  you  will  be  alfo  “  clothed  with 

U)  Tit.  iii.  6,  (tJ  jvhn  xri.  14.  (*)  ,  Tim.  jj.  & 
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u  humility  fx).v  You  will  have  a  deep  fenfe  of  yotn 
C  vvn  imperfections,  both  natural  and  moral ;  of  the  fliort  ex¬ 
tent  of  your  knowledge,  of  the  uncertainty  and  weaknef 
of  your  rfflblutions,  and  of  your  continual  dependence  upon 
God,  and  upon  almoft  every  thing  about  you.  And  eipeci- 
ally,  you  will  be  deeply  fenfible  of  your  guilt  ;  the  remem¬ 
brance  of  which  will  fill  you  with  Thame  and  confufion, 
even  when  you  have  l'ome  real'on  to  hope  it  is  forgiven. 
This  will  forbid  all  haughtinefs  and  inlblence  in  your  be* 
haviour  to  your  Fellow-creatures.  •  It  will  teach  you  under 
afflictive,  providences,  with  all  holy  lubmiffion,  to  w  bear 
^4  the  indignation ,ef  the  Lord,”  as  thole  that  know  they 
4i  have  finned  againfthim  (y).” — Again,  if  yon  are  a  Chris¬ 
tian  indeed,  you  will  labour  after  44  purity  of  foul,”  and 
maintain  a  fixed  abhorrence  of  all  prohibited  fenfual  indul¬ 
gence.  A  recollection  of  paft  impurities  will  fill  you  with 
fliame  and  grief;  and  you  will  endeavour  for  the  future 
to  guard  your  thoughts  and  defires,  as  well  as  your  words 
and  a6tions,  and  to  abftain  not  only  from  the  commiliionof 
evil,  but  from  the  difiant  appearance  and  probable  occafions 
of  it  ,  z) ;  as  confcious  of  the  perfect  holinefs  of  that  God 
with  whom  you  converfe,  and  of  the  purifying  nature  of 
thathope  (a  ,  which,  by  his  gofpel,  he  hath  taught  you  to 
entertain. 

§■  r  5.  With  this  is  nearly  allied  that  u  amiable  virtue 
u  of  temperance,”  which  will  teach  you  to  guard  againlt 
fuch  a  life  of  meate  and  drinks  as  indifpoles  the  body  for 
the  ufe  of  the  foul  ;  or  fuch  an  indulgence  in  either,  as  will 
rob  you  of  that  precious  jewel,  your  time,  or  oecafion  an 
expence  beyond  what  your  circumffances  will  admit,  and 
beyond  what  will  con  fill  with  thofe  liberalities  to  ti  e  poor, 
which  your  relation  and  theirs  to  God  and  each  other  will 
require.  In  fhort,  you  will  guard  againfl  whatever  has  a 
tendency  to  in  ere  a  fe  a  fenfual  difpofition  ;  againfi  whatever 
would  alienate  the  foul  from  communion  with  God,  and 
would  diminifil  it,  Zealand  activity  in  his  fervice. 

§  1  6.  The  divine  philofophy  of  the  blefed  Je  s  u  s  will 
;:alfo  teach  you  44  a  contented  temper.”  It  will  moderate 
your  defires  of  ihofe  worldly  enjoyments,  after  which  ma- 

(*#)  3  Pet.  v.  5.  (y)  Micah  vii.  9.  (z)  1  ThejT.  v.  22. 
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ny  feel  fuch  an  infatiable  thiril,  evergrowing  with  indul¬ 
gence  and  luccels.  You  will  guard  again  It  an  immoderate 
care  about  thole  things  which  would  lead  you  into  a  for- 
getfulnefs  of  your  heavenly .  inheritance.  If  Providence 
dilappoint  your  undertakings  you  will  l'ubmit.  If  others 
be  more  pro'perous,  you  will  not  envy  them  ;  but  rather 
iViil  be  thankful  lot  wnat  God  is  pleaiisd  to  bellow  upon 
them,  as  well  as  for  what  he  gives  you.  No  unlawful 
methods  will  be  14 fed  to  alter  your  prefent  condition;  and 
whatever  it  is,  you  will  endeavour  to  make  the  bed:  of  it ; 
remembering  it  is  what  infinite  VVifdom  and  Goodnefs  have 
appointed  you,  and  that  it  is  beyond  all  companion  better 
than  von  have  deferved  ;  yea,  that  the  very  deficiencies  and 
jnconveniencies  of  it  may  conduce  to  the  improvement  of 
your  future  and  complete  happineis. 

§  17^  With  contentment,  if  you  are  a  difciple  of  Chriif 
“you  will  join  patience  too,’’  and  “  in  patience  will  pof~ 
ielsydur  foul  (£).”  You  cannot  indeed  be  quite  inlen- 
fibie  either  of  afflidlions  or  of  injuries  ;  but  your  mind  will 
be  calm  and  composed  under  them,  and  Heady  m  the  pro- 
iecmion  of  proper  duty,  though  afflictions  prefs,  and  though 
your  hopes  your  deareH  hopes  and  profpe&s,  be  delayed. 
Patience  will  prevent  bafty  and  rafii  conclufions,  and  forti- 
Y  you  a^a,nft  fee  king  irregular  methods  of  relief;  difoo- 
img  you,  m  the  mean  time,  till  God  Ihall  be  pleafed  to  ap¬ 
pear  for  you,  to  go  on  Headily  in  the  way  of  your  duty: 
committing  your  felt  to  him  in  well-doing  (*).”  You 

T  ™reta]’“  that  Patien«  may  have 'its  perfect 

work  (d),  prevail  m  proportion  to  thofe  cireumfences 
wh.ch  demand  its  peculiar  everdfe.  For  infence,  When 
tae  fucceffion  of  evils  are  long  and  various,  fo  that  deep  calls 
to.  deep,  and  a, 1  God’s  waves  and  billows  feem  to  be  goinr 
over  you  one  arter  another  (e)  ;  when  God  touches'  yoti 
m  the  mod  tender  part ;  when  the  reafons  of  his  conduft 
to  you  are  quite  unaccountable  ;  when  your  natural  fpirits 
are  weak  and  decayed  ;  when  unlawful  methods  of  reJrefs 
feem  near  and l  ealjr  j  Hill  your  reverence  for  the  will  of 
your  heavenly  Father  will  carry  it  again*  all,  and  keep  yo« 
waiting  quietly  for  deliverance  in  his  own  time  and  wav. 


(b)  Luke  xxi.  1^, 
(d)  James  i,  4. 


own  time  and  way. 
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Kt  B.  If  this  chapter  feemtoo  longyit  may  properly  he 

di vided  here. 

§  1 8.  I  have  thus  led  you  into  a  brief  review  of  the  Chrif- 
rian  temper,  with  reipect  to  God  and  ourlelves  :  permit  me 
now  to  add,  That  the  gofpel  will  teach  you  another  let  of 
very  important  leflons  with  refpeft  to  your  fellow-creatures. 
They  are  all  fummed  up  in  this,  ‘4  Thou  fhait  love  thy 
44  neighbour  as  thyfelf  (f )  ;  and  44  whatfoever  thou  would- 
efl”  (that  is,  whatfoever  thou  couldeft  in  any  exchange  of 
jcircbmftances  fairly  and  reafonably  defire)  u  that  others 
44  fhould  do  unto  thee,  do  thoulikewife  the  fame  unto  them 
44  (g).”  The  religion  of  the  blefled  Jefus,  when  it  tri¬ 
umphs  in  your  foul,  will  conquer  the  predominancy  of  an 
irregular  felf-love,  and  willteach  you  candidly  and  tender¬ 
ly  to  look. upon  your  neighbour  as  another  felf.  As  you  are 
fenfible  of  your  own  rights,  you  will  be  lenfible  of  his; 
as  you  fupport  your  own  "chara&er,  you  will  fupport  his. 
You  will  defire  his  welfare,  and  be  ready  to  relieve  his  ne- 
’  c'eflitv,  as  you  would  have  your  own  confulted  by  another. 
You  will  put  the  kin  deft  conftrubtion  upon  his  m  oft  dubious 
words  and  actions  :  you  will  take  pleafure  in  his  happinefs : 
you  will  feel  his  diftrefs,  in  fome  meafure  as  your  own. 
And  moft  happy  will  you  be,  when  this  obvious  rule  is  fa¬ 
miliar  to  your  mind,  when  this  golden  law  is  written  upon 
your  heart ;  and  when  it  is  habitually  and  impartially  con¬ 
fulted  by  you  upon  every  occasion,  whether  great  or  fmall. 

§  19.  The  gofpel  will  alfo  teach  you,  44  to  put  on 
44  meeknefs  (h)f  not  only  with  refpeft  to  God,  fubmit- 
ting  to  the  authority  of  his  word,  and  the  difpofal  of  his 
Providence,  as  was  urged  before,  but  alfo  with  regard  to 
your  brethren  of  mankind.  Its  gentle  inftruftions  will 
form  you  to  calnmefs  of  temper  under  injuries  and  provo¬ 
cations,  fo  that  you  may  not  be  angry  wfthout  or  beyond 
juft  caufe.  It  will  engage  you  to  guard  your  words,  left 
you  provoke  and  exafperate  thofe  you  fhould  rather  ftudy 
by  love  to  gain,  and  by  tendernefs  to  heal.  Meeknefs  will 
render  von  flow  in  ufing  any  rough  and  violent  methods,  if 
they  can  by  any  means  be  lawfully  avoided  ;  and  ready  to 

^f)  Rom*  xiih  9.  (g)  Matthk  vii.  12.  f h )  Col.  iii.  i2« 
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admit,  and  even  to  propafe,  a  reconciliation,  after  they  have 
been  entered  into,  if  there  yet  may  be  hope  of  fucceeding. 
So  far  as  this  branch  of  the  Chriftian  temper  prevails  in  your 
heart,  you  will  take  care  to  avoid  every  thing  which  might 
give  unneceilary  offence  to  others;  you  will  behave  your- 
felr  in  a  modeft  manner,  according  to  your  flation  ;  and 
it  will  work,  both  with  regard  to  fuperiors  and  inferiors; 
teaching  you  duiv  to  honour  the  one,  and  not  to  overbear  or 
opprefs  the  other.  And  in  religion  itfelf,  it  will  re  (drain 
all  immoderate  Tallies  and  harfh  cen (tires ;  and  will  com¬ 
mand  down  that  wrath  of  man,  which,  mftead  of  working, 
~fo  often  oppofesthe  righteoulnefs  of  God  (/),  and  fliames 
and  wounds  that  good  caule  in  which  it  is  boifteroufly  and 
furioufly  engaged- 

§  20.  With  this  is  naturally  connected  u  a  peaceful 
11  difpofition.”  If  you  are  a  Chriftian  indeed,  you  will 
have  luch  a  value  and  efteem  for  peace,  as  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  and  prelerve  it  u  as  much  as  Jyeth  in  you  (<£),  as 
much  as.  you  fairly  and  honourably  can.  This  will  have 
fuch  an  influence  upon  your  conduct,  as  to  make  you  not 
only  cautious  of  giving  offence,  and  flow  in  taking  it,  but 
earneftly  defirous  to  regain  peace  as  foon  as  may  be,  when 
it  is  in  any  meafure  broken  ;  that  the  woimd„may  be  heal¬ 
ed  while  it  is  green,  and  before  it  begins  to  rankle  and  fef~ 
ter.  And  more  efpecially  this  difpofition  will  engage  you 
u  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace  (/),  ’ 
with  all  that  in  u  every  place  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord 
u  Jefus  Chrift  (m)  ;y>  whom,  if  you  truly  love,  you  will 
alfo  love  all  thofe  whom  you  have  reafon  to  believe  to  be 
hisdifciples  and  fervants. 

§  21.  If  you  be  vourfelves  indeed  of  that  number,  you. 
will  alfo  “  put  on  bowels  of  mercy  (‘ft).”  The  mercies 
of  God,  and  tliofe  of  the  bMIed  Redeemer,  will  work  on 
your  heart,  to  mould  it  to  fentimerits  of  compaffibif  and  ge- 
nerofity,  fo  that  you  will  feel  the  wants  and  forrows  of 
others  ;  you  will  defire  to  relieve  their  neceffities,  and,  as 
you  have  opportunity,  you  will  do  good  both  to  their  bodies 
and  their  fouls;  expreffing  your  kind  affections  by  (lika¬ 
ble  actions,  which  may  both  evidence  their  fmcerity,  and 
render  them  effectual. 

(/)  James  i.  20.  (k)  Rom.  xii.  18.  (/)  Eph.  iv.  3.. 
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,  22 '  '^sa  Ghriftian,  you  will  alio  maintain  truth  invi- 

outble,  not  only  in  your  folemn  teftimonies,  when  confirm¬ 
ed  by  an  oath,  but  litewife  in  common  converfation.  You 
w:b  remember,  too,  that  your  promiles  bring  an  obligation 
upon  you,  which  you  are  by  no  means  at  liberty  to  break 
tii rough.  On  the  whole,  you  will  be  careful' to  keep  a 
in  correfpondence  bet  ween  your  words  and  your  actions 
in  Inch  a  manner  as  becomes  a  iervant  of  the  God  of  truth. 

£  2 3.  Once  more,  as  amidft  the  ftiicteft  care  toobferve 
all  the  divine  precepts  you  will  ftill  find  many  imperfeai- 
ons,  on  account  of  which  you  will  be  obliged 'to  pray,  that 
“  God  wou,d  n°t  enter  into  ftria  judgment  with  vou,”  as 
well  knowing  “  that  in  his  fightyou  cannot  be  juftified  ( 0) 
you  will  be  careful  not  to  judge  others  in  Inch  a  manner 
as  mould  awaken  the  feverity  of  hisjudgment  againft  your- 
ielf  (p).  lou  will  nor,  therefore,  judge  them  pragmati¬ 
cally,  that  is,  when  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  their  afti- 
onsj  nor  rafhly,  without  inquiring  into  circumstances,* 
nor  partially,  without  weighing  them  attentively  and  fair¬ 
ly;  nor  uncharitably,  putting  the  worft  conftruCtion  upon 
things  in  their  own  nature  dubious,  deciding  upon  intenti¬ 
ons  as  evil,  farther  than  they  certainly  appear  to  be  fo,  pro¬ 
nouncing  on  the  Gate  of  men,  or  on  the  whole  of  their  cha¬ 
racter,  from  any  particular  action,  and  involving  the  inno¬ 
cent  with  the  guilty.  There  is  a  moderation  contrary  to 
all  thefe  extremes,  which  the  gofpel  recommends ;  and  if 
you  receive  the  gofpel  in  good  earned:  into  vour  heart,  it 
will  Jay  the  ax  to  the  root  of  fuch  evils  as  thefe. 

$  2  4-  Having  thus  briefly  illudrated  the  principal 
branches  of  the  Cnriftian  temper  and  character,  I  fhalJ  con¬ 
clude  tne  reprelentation  with  reminding yon  of  fome  gene¬ 
ral  qualifications,  which  mull:  be  mingled  with  all,  and  give 
a  tinCture  to  each  of  them;  inch  as  fmcerity,  conftancy, 
tendernefs,  zeal,  and  prudence. 

§  25.  Always  remember,  “  that  fmcerity  is  the  very 
“  foul  of  true  religion.’’  A  fmgle  intention  to  pleafeGod, 
and  to  approve  ourfelves  to  hin),  muft  animate  and  govern 
all  that  we  do  in  it.  Under  the  influence  of  this  principle 
you  will  impartially  inquire  into  every  intimation  of  duty, 
and  apply  to  the  practice  of  it  fo  far  as  it  is  known  to  you. 


( 0 )  Pfalm  ctdiii.  % 
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Your  heart  will  be  engaged  in  all  you  do.  Your  conduit 
in  private  and  in  fecret  will  be  agreeable  to  your  in  oft  pub¬ 
lic  behaviour.  A  ienfe  of  the  divine  authority  will  teach 
you  to  “  efleem  all  God’s  precepts  concerning  all  things  to 
“  be  right,  and  to  hate  every  fa  lie  way  [q  jS’ 

§  26.  Thus  are  you  u  in  fimplicity  and  godly  fincerity 
u  to  have  your  converfation  in  the  world  (ry.’5  And 
you  are  alfo  to  charge  it  upon  your  foul  to  be  “  dedfaft 
“  and  immoveable,  always  abounding  in  'he  work  of  the 
“  Lord  Ks').”  There,  mud  not  only  be  fome  bidden  fits 
and  darts  of  devotion,  or  of  fometliing  which  looks  like 
it,  but  religion  mud  be  an. habitual  and  permanent  thing. 
There  mud  be  a  purpofe  to  adhere  to  it  at  all  times.  It 
mud  be.  made  the  dated  and  ordinary  bufinefs  of  life. 
Deliberate  and  prefumptuous  fins  mud  be  carefully  avoid¬ 
ed  ;  a  guard  mud  be  maintained  againd  the  common  in¬ 
firmities  of  life  ;  and  falls  of  one  kind  or  another  mud  be 
matter  of  proportionable  humiliation  before  God,  and  mud 
occafion  renewed  refolution  for  his  fervice.  And  thus  you 
are  to  go  on  to  the  end  of  your  life,  not  difcouraged  by 
the  length  and  difficulty  of  the  way,  nor  allured  oil  the 
one  hand,  or  terrified  on  the  other,  by  all  the  various 
temptations  which  may  fu wound  and  adault  you.  Y our 
foul  mud  be  fixed  on  this  bafis,  and  you  are  dill  to  behave 
yourlelf  as  one  who  knows  he  ferves  an  unchangeable  God, 
and  who  experts  from  him.. a  a  kingdom  which  cannot  be 
moved  (?). 55 

§  27.  Again,  fo  far  as  the  gofpel  prevails  on  your  heart, 
u  your  fpirit  will  be  tender,  and  the  done  will  be  Irani- 
formed  into  flefh.”  You  will  defire  that  your  appre- 
henfioti  of  divine  things  may  -be  f[uick,  your  affections  rea¬ 
dy  to  take  proper  impreffions,  your  conleience  always  eafily 
touched,  and,  on  the  whole,  your  refolutions  pliant  to  the 
divine  authority T  and  cordially  willing  to  be,  and  to  do 
whatever  God  dial!  appoint.  You  will  have  a  tender  re~ 
gard  to  the  word  of  God,  a  tender  caution  againd  fin,  a 
tender  guard  againd  the  fnares  of  profperityv  a  tender  fub- 
miffion  10  God’s  affiiding  hand  :  in  a  word,  you  will  be 
tender  wherever  the  divine  honour  is  concerned  5  and 

(q)  128.  (r)  2  Cor:  i.  12.  (s)  1  Cor.  xv.  eg*- 
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*areful  neither  to  do  any  thing  yourfelf,  nor  to  allow  an y 
thing  in  another,  fo  far  as  you  have  influence,  by  which 
God  lhould  be  offended,  or  religion  reproached. 

§28.  Nay,  more  than  all  this,  you  will,  fo  far  as  true 
Chriflianity  governs  in  your  mind,  u  exert  an  holy  zeal 
•4<  in  the  ferviee  of  your  Redeemer  and  your  Father.  You 
u  will  be  zealoufly  affected  in  every  good  thing  {u)f  in 
proportion  to  its  apprehended  goodnefs  and  importance. 
You  will  be  zealous  efpecially  to  correct  what  is  irregular 
in  yourlelves,  and  to  a£t  to  the  utmoil  of  yeur  ability  for 
the  caufe  of  God.  Nor  will  you  be  able  to  look  with  an 
indifferent  eye  oh  the  conduct  of  others  in  this  view ;  buty, 
fo  far  as  charity,  meeknefs,  and  prudence  will  admit,  you 
will  teflify  your  disapprobation  of  every  thing  in  it,  which 
is  diilionourable  to  God  and  injurious  to  men.  And  you 
will  labour  not  only  to  reclaim  men  from  fuch  courfes, 
but  to  engage  them  to  religion,  and  to  quicken  them  in  it. 

§  29.  And,  once  more  you  will  defire  “  to  ufe  the  pru¬ 
dence  which  God  hath  given  you,”  in  judging  what  is,  in 
prefent  circumilances,  your  duty  to  God,  your  neighbour, 
and  yourfelf  3  what  will  be,  on  the  whole,  the  irofl  accept¬ 
able  manner  of  difeharging  it,  and  how  far  it  may  be  molt 
advantageously  purified ;  as  remembering,  that  he  is  indeed 
the  wifefl;  and  the  happieil  man  who,  by  conflant  attention 
of  thought,  di {covers  the  greateft  opportunities  of  doing 
good,  and  with  ardent  and  animated  refolution  breaks 
through  every  oppofition  that  he  may  improve  thefe  oppor¬ 
tunities. 

§  30;  This  is  fuch  a  view  of  the  Chriftian  temper  as 
could  conveniently  be  thrown  within  fuch  narrow  limits  ; 
and,  I  hope,  it  may  aflift  many  in  the  great  and  important 
work  of  felf-examination.  Letyour  own  confidence  an  Twer 
liow  far  you  have' already  attained  it,  and  how  far  yon  de¬ 
lire  it  and  let  the  principal  topics  here  touched  upon  be  Ax¬ 
ed  in  your  memory  and  in  your  heart,  that  you  may  be 
mentioning  them  before  God  in  your  daily  addrefres  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  in  order  to  receive  from  him  all  necefiary 
affiflance  for  bringing  them  into  prafhee. 


( u)  GdU  irv.  18. 


(x)  fames  i.  7 
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^  Prayer,  chiefly  in  Scripture  Language,  in  which 
the  federal  Branches  of  the  Chriftian  Temper  are  more 
briefly  enumerated ,  /V;  the  order  laid  down  above . 

BLESSED  God,  I  humbly  adore  thee,  as  the  great 
'“  Father  of  lights,  and  the  giver  of  every  good  and 
“  every  perfect  gift  (A’).”  From  thee,  therefore,  I  leek 
every  bleiling,  and  efpecially  thole  which  may  . lead  me 
to  thy fe If,  and  prepare  me  for  the  eternal  enjoyment  of 
thee.  I  adore  thee  as  u  the  God  who  fearches  the  heart, 

“  and  tries  the  reins  of  the  children  ofmen(y).  Search  me, 

“  O  God,  and  know  my  heart  j  try  me,  and  know  my 
“  thoughts  :  fee  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and 
“  lead  me  in  the  way  everlallmg  (z).”  May  I  know  what 
“  manner  of  fpirit  I  am  of  ( a )  f  and  be  preferved  from 
miflaking,  where  the  error  might  be  infinitely  fa lal  !  t 
May  I,  O  Lord,  “'be  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  my  mind 
“  ( b )  V’  “  A  new  heart  do  thou  give  me,  and  a  new  fpirit 
“  do  thou  put  within  me  ( c }  l  Make  me  partaker  of  a  di* 

^  vine  nature  (d)'f  atid  “  as  he  who  hath  called  me  is  ho~ 

“  ly,  may  I  be  holy  in  all  manner  of  converfation  (e)  1” 
May  “  the  fame-mind  be  in  me  that  was.  alfo  in  Chrifl  Je- 
“  fus  (f);”  may  I  “  fo  walk,  even  as -he  walked  ( g)  l’5  ' 
“  Deliver  me  from  being  carnally  minded,  which  is  deaths  . 
“  and  make  me  fpiritually  minded,  fi nee  that  is  life  and 
“  peace  (/*)  1”  And  may  I,  while  I  pafs  through  this  world 
of  fenfe,  “  walk  by  faith  and  not  by  fight  (/)  and  be 
“  flrong  in  faith,  giving  gloryto  God  (A).  TV 

May  “  thy  grace,  O  Lord,  which  hath  appeared  unto  all 
men,”  and  appeared  to  me  with  fuoh  glorious  evidence  and 
lulfre,“  effe&ually  teach  me  to  deny  ungodlinefs  and  worldly 
“lulls,  and  to  live  foberly,  righteoufly,  and  godly  (I)V* 

“  Work  in  mine  heart  that  godlinefs  which  is  profitable 
“  unto  all  things  ( m) ;  and  teach  me  by  the  influences  of 
“  thy  blefled  Spirit,  to  love  thee  the  Lord  my  God  with  all 
“  my  heart,  and  with  all  my  foul,  and  with  all  my  mind, 

(*)  Jam'  1*  7*  ( y )  ftr.  xvii.  10.  (z)  Pf.  cxxxix. 23,24, 
(a)  Luke  ix.  55.  (b)  Eph .  iv.  23.  (c)  Ezek.  xxxvi. 

( d )  2  Pei.  i.  4.  (e)  1  Per  i.  1 5.  ( f)  Phil,  ii  5. 

(&)  1  John  ii.  6.  (/;)  Rom.  viii.  6.  (/)  2  Cor .  v.  7. 

(k)  Rom.lv .  20.  (/)  Tit,  ii.  11,12,  ( m)\Tim .  ly. 
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u  and  with  all  my  ftrength  (n)  !  May  I  yield  myfelf  unto 
44  thee  as  alive  from  the  dead  (0)  ;  and  prefent  my  body  a* 
44  living  facrifice,  holy  and  acceptable  in  thy  fight,  which 
44  is  my  moft  reafonable  fervice  [p)P*  May  I  entertain  the 
Rio  ft  faithful  and  afre&ionate  regard  to  the  blefled  Jelus, 
thine  incarnate  Son,  44  the  brightnefs  of  thy  glory,  and  the 
exprefs  image  of  thy  perfon  (q)  !”  Though  I  have  not  ieen 
him,  may  I  love  him  ;  and  in  44  him,  though  now  I  fee 
44  him  not,  yet  believing,  may  I  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeaka- 
44  ble  and  full  of  olorv  ,  r . And  mav  44  the  life  which  I 

o  j  \  /  * 

44  live  in  the  fiefh,5’  be  daily  44  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
44  God  (s)  f’  May  I  44  be  filled  with  the  Spirit  i  t)  ;  and' 
44  may  I  be  led  by  it  u)  and  fo  may  it  be  evident  to 
others,  and  efpecially  to  my  own  foul,  that  I  am  a  child 
of  God,  and  an  heir  of  glory.  Mav  I  4‘’  not  receive  the 
44  fpirit  of  bondage  unto  fear,  but  the  fpirit  of  adoption, - 
u  whereby  I  may  be  enabled  to  cry,  Abba,  Father  (xj  1’’ 
May  he  work  in  me  a?  “  the  fpirit  of  love,  and  of  power, 
44  and  of  a  found  mind  (y),”  that  fo  I  may  44  add  to  my 
44  faith  virtue  (  z) May  I,  k4  be  ftrong  and  very  courage-' 
44  ous  a)  and  quit  myfelf  44  like  a  man  b)f  and  like 
a  Ghriftian,  in  the  work  to  which  I  am  called,  and  in  that 
warfare  which  I  had  in  view  when  I  lifted  under  the  ban¬ 
ner  of  that  great  Captain  of  my  lalvation  ! 

Teach  me,  O  Lord,  ferioufly  to  confider  the  nature  of 
ray  own  foul,  and  to  fet  a  fuitable  value  upon  it  !  May  T 
44  labour  not  only,  or  chief  v,  for  the  meat  that  perifheth, 
44  but  for  that  which  endureth  to  eternal  life  (c)  l’  May  I  ’ 
44  humble  myfelf  under  thy  mighty  hand,”  and  be  clothed 
with  humility  {d)  ;  decked  44  with  the  ornament  of  a  meek 
44  and  quiet  fpirit,  which  in  the  fight  ot  God  is  of  great 
«  price  (e)  1  May  I  be  pure  in  heart,  that  I  may  fee  God 
44  ( f ) ,  mortifying  my  members  which  are  on  the  earth  x  g ), 
44  fo  that,  if  a  right  eye  offend  me,  I  may  pluck  it  out  ;  and 
44  if  a  right  hand  offend  me,  I  may  cut  it  off  (h)  !  ’  May  I 

hi)  Mark  xii.  30  (0)  Rom .  vi-  13.  (p)  Rom.  xii.  1. 

(q)  Meb.  i.  3-  (r)  1  Pet.  i.  8.  (s)  GaL  n.  20. 

(/)  Eph-  v.  18.  («)  Rbm.vixu  14*  (x)  Rom.  yiii.  15. 

(y  )  2  Tim.  i.  7.  (z)  Pet  1.  5>  (a)  7°fl-  i*  7* 

(b)  1  Cor.  xv.  12.  (y)  John  vi.  27.  (d)  1  Pet.  v.  5T,  6. 

(e)  1  Pet.  ill.  4.  (/)  Mat.  v*  8*  (&)  Co1' 

(h)  Mat ,  y,  29,  3© • 
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be  “  temperate  in  all  things  z) ,  content  with  fuel)  things  as 
u  I  have  (X’),v  and  infirtuSled  to  be  I'o  in  “  whatfoever  fiate 
“  1  am  (7)  1”  May,  “patience  have  alio  its  perfect  work 
u  in  me,  that  I  may  be”  in  that  refpeft  “  complete,  and 
u  wanting  nothing  1  m  !  * 

Form  me,  O  Lord,  I  lefeech  thee,  to  a“  proper  temper 
u  toward  my  fellow  creatures  1”  May  1  love  “my  ne^gh- 
u  bour  as  my felf(»)  •  and  whatfoever  I  would  that  others 
“  fliould  do  unto  me, may  I  alio  do  the  fame  unto  them (  0)  t” 
May  I  “  put  on  meeknels  ip)”  under  the  greateft  injuries 
and  provocations  :  “  and,  if  it  be  pollible,  as  much  aslieth 
in  me,  may  I  Jive  peaceably  with  all  men  (q)  V9  May  I  be 
“  merciful,  as  my  Father  in  heaven  is  merciful  (r )  l”  May 
I  “  fpeak  the  truth  from  my  heart  [s'.  7  and  may  I  “  fpeak 
a  it  in  love  (t)  f  guarding  againll  every  infiance  of  a 
cenforious  and  malignant  difpofition  ;  and  taking  care,  not 
“  to  judge”  feverely  as  I  would  “ not  be  judged  [u)”  with 
a  feverity,  which  thou  Lord,  knoweft,  and  which  mine  own 
confcience  knows,  I  fliould  not  be  able  to  lupport  1 

I  in  treat  thee,  O  Lord,  to  work  in  me  “  all  thole  qualifi- 
u  cations  of  the  Chriflian  temper,”  which  may  tender  it 
peculiarly  acceptable  to  thee,  and  may  prove  ornamental  to 
my  profetfion  in  the  world.  Renew  “  I  befeecb  thee,  a 
right  fpirit  within  me  (x)  and  make  me  “  an  Ifraelite 
u  indeed,  in  whom  there  is  no’’  allowed  u  guile  (y)  V9 
And  while  I  fealt  on  “  Chrjl,  as  my  paffover  facrificed  for 
“  me,  may  I  “  keep  the  feafi:  with  the  unleavened  bread 
“  of  fin cerity  and  truth  (z)  !”  Make  me,  I  befeech  thee, 
O  thou  Almighty  and  unchangeable  God,  “  lbedfafl  and 
“  immoveable,  always  abounding  in  thy  works, as  knowing 
my  labour  in  the  Lord  will  not  be”  finally  “  in  vain  ( aj  1” 
May  my  “  heart  be  tender  (£),”  eafily  impretfed  with  thy 
word  and  providences,  touched  with  an  affe&ionate  concern 
for  thy  glory,  and  fenfible  of  every  impuUe  of  thy  Spirit  ! 
May  I  be  jealous  for  my  God  (c)’’  with  a  “  zeal  accord- 


(/)  1  Cor,  iv.  25. 
(m)  Jam .  1.  4. 

( p )  Col.  iii.  1 2 . 
(i)  PJ.  xv.  2. 

(x)  Pf.  li.  10. 

(a)  1  Cor.  xv.  58, 


(k)  Heb.  xiii,  5.  (/)  Phil.  iv.  11. 

{nj  Gal.  v.  14.  (0)  Mat.  vii.  12, 

(?)  Rotn.yAi.i8.  (r)  Luke  vi.  36. 
(t)  Eph.  iv.  1  5.  (u)  Mat.  iii.  r. 

(y)  John  i.  47.  (z)  1  Cor.  v.  7,  8. 

(b)iKings  xxii.  19.  (c)  Hum.  xxv.15. 
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u  ingto  knowledge  (d)  and  charity  (e)  ;  and  teach  me,  in 
thy  fervice,  to  join  the  wildomofthe  lerpent  {f)<,  7  with 
the  boldnefs  of  the  lion,  and  “  the  innocence  of  the  dove  1  ” 
Thus  render  me,  by  thy  grace,  a  filming  image  of  my 
dear  Redeemer  ;  and  at  length  bring  me  to  wear  the  bright 
refemblance  of  his  holinels  and  his  glory  in  that  world 
where  he  dwells;  that  I  may  afcribe  everlafting  honours 
to  him,  and  to  thee,  O  thou  Father  of  mercies,  whole  inva¬ 
luable  gift  he  is,  and  to  thine  Holy  Spirit,  through  whofe 
gracious  influences  I  would  humbly  hope  I  may  call  thee 
my  Father,  and  Jefus  my  Saviour  1  Amen. 

CHAP  XV. 

The  Reader  reminded  how  much  he  needs  the  AfTIftance 
of  the  Spirit  of  God ,  to  form  him  to  the  Temper  defcrib- 
ed  above,  and  what  encouragement  he  has  to  expea  it. 

For  ward  re fohitjons  may  prove  inejfe  dual,  §  i»  het  re¬ 
ligion  is  not  to  be  given  up  in  defpciir ,  but  divine  grace 
fought ,  §  2.  A  general  view  of  its  reality  and  necejfi- 
ty,  from  reafon ,  §  3.  and  Scripture ,  §  4*  The  Spirit  to 
be  fought  as  the  Spirit  of  Chrif},  §  5  •  >  and  in  that  view , 
the  great  fire ng th  of  the  foal ,  §  6.  The  encouragement 
there  is  to  hope  for  the  communication  of  it,  §  7*  Vi 
concluding  exhortation  to  pray  for  it,  §  8.  And  an 
humble  ctddrefs  to  Cod  purfuant  to  that  exhortation, 

§  1 .  T  HAVE  now  laid  before  you  a  plan  of  that  temper 
X  and  charaaer  which  the  goipel  lequhes,  and 
which,  if  you  are  a  true  Chriflian,  you  will  oeiire  and  put-?-, 
file.  Surely  there  is  in  the  very  defcription  of  it,  Something 
which  muft’ powerfully  ftrike  every  mind,  which  has  any 
tafle  for  what  is  truly  beautiful  and  excellent.  ^  And  I  quel- 
tion  not,  but  you,  my  dear  reader,  will  feel  fome  imprefli- 
on  of  it  upon  your  heart.  You  will  immediately  form 
fome  lively  purpofe  of  endeavouring  after  it:  and  pethaps 
you  may  imagine  you  fhall  certainly  and  quickly  attain.  to 

(d)  Rom.  x.  2.  ( e )  1  Cor.xsu  1 5-  (/)  - yIat •  l£> 
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it.  You  fee  how  reafonableit  is,  and  what  deferable  con¬ 
fluences  neceflfarily  attend  it,  and  the  afpeet  which  it  bears 
on  your  preient  enjoyment,  and  your  future  happinefs ; 
and  therefore  are  determined  you  will  aft  accordingly. 
But  give  me  leave  ferioufly  to  remind  you  how  many  there 
have  been  (would  to  God  that  leveral  of  the  in  fiances  had 
not  happened  within  the  eompafs  of  my  perfonal  obfervati- 
on  !)  u  whofe  ^oodnefs  hath  been  like  a  morning  cloud, 

“  and  the  early  dew,  which  loon  palfeth  away  - 

There  is  not  room  indeed  ablolutely  to  apply  the  words  of 
Jolhua,  taken  in  the  mod:  rigorous  lenfe,  when  he  laid  to 
Ifrael  (that  he  might  humble  their  too  hafly  and  fanguine 
refolutions)  “  You  cannot  lerve  the  Lord  (£).’’  But  I 
will  venture  to  fay,  you  cannot  eafily  do  it.  Alas  !  you 
know  not  the  difficulties  you  have  to  break  through,  you 
know  not  the  temptations,  which  Satan  will  throw  in  your 
way;  you  know  not  how  importunate  your  vain  and  fln- 
ful  companions  will  be  to  draw  you  back  iiito  tire  fnare  you 
may  attempt  to  break  ;  and  above  all,  you  know  not  the 
fubtile  artifices  which  your  own  corruptions  will  pradlife  up¬ 
on,  in  order  to  recover  their  dominion  over  you.  You 
think  the  views  you  now  have  of  things  will  be  lafling, 
becaufe  the  principles  and  objedls  to  which  they  refer  are 
fo ;  but  perhaps  to-morrow  may  undeceive  you,  or  rather 
deceive  you  anew.  To-morrow  may  prefent  fome  trifle 
in  a  new  drefs,  which  fhall  amufe  you  into  a  forgetfulnels 
of  all  this;  nay,  perhaps,  before  you  he  down  on  your  bed, 
the  impreffions  you  now  feel  may  wear  off.  The  corrupt 
defires  of  your  own  heart,  now  perhaps  a  little  charmed 
down,  and  lying  as  it  were  dead,  may  fpringup  again  with 
new  violence,  and  if  they  had  fleptonly  to  recruit  their  vi¬ 
gour;  and  if  you  are  not  fupported  by  a  better  flrength 
than  your  own,  this  flruggle  for  liberty  will  only  make  your 
future  chains  the  heavier,  the  more  fbameful,  and  the  more 
fatal. 

§  2,.  What  then  is  to  be  done  ?  is  the  convinced  finner 
to  lie  down  in  defpair  ?  to  fay,  u  I  am  a  helplefs  captive, 

*  and  by  exerting  mvfelf  with  violence  may  break  my 
“  limbs  fooner  than  my  honds,  and  increafethe  evil  I  would 

remove.’’  God  forbid  !  You  cannot,  I  am  perfuaded* 

yjti  '  ,'y 7  ‘  ‘  -  ■  *  ’  *  7  ;  /  •  ",  ••  ^  / 

[a)  Hof  vi.  4.  ( h )  Joflmaxxw.  19. 


1  32  The  Rife  and  Progrefs  chap,  i  5. 

be  fo  little  acquainted  with  .  Chriftianity  as  not  to  know, 
that  the  doctrine  of  divine  aliidance  bears  a  verv  confider- 
abie  part  in  it.  You  have  often,  I  doubt  nor,  read  of 
“  the  law  of  the  Spirit 'of  life  in  Chrid  Jelus,  as  making  us 
f  r  trom  the  law  of  fin  and  death  c)  and  have  been 
•tefi  that  k4  through  the  Spirit  we  mortify  the  deeds  of  the 
“body  (i)  you  have  read  of  “  doing  all  things  through 
“  Gii rift  who  ftrengtheneth  us  (e)  whole  44  grace  is 
44  fufficient  for  us,  and  whole  ftrength  is  made  perfect 
44  through  weaknefs  (/)  permit  me,  therefore,  now  to 
call  down  your  attention  -to  this,  as  a  truth  of  the  cleared 
evidence,  and  the  utmod  importance. 


$  3*  Reaion,  indeed,  as  well  as  the  whole  tenor  of  Scrip¬ 
ture,  agrees  with  this*.  The  whole  created  world  has  a 
neceilary  dependence  on  God  :  from  him  even  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  natural  things  is  derived  (g)  ;  and  Ikill  in  them 
is  to  he  aferibed  to  him  (h).  Much  more  loudly  does  fo 
great  and  fo  excellent  a  work,  as  the  new-forming  the  hu¬ 
man  mind,  befpeak  its  divine  Author.  When  you  confider 
how  various  the  branches  of  the  Chridian  temper  are, and 
how  contrary  many  of  them  alfo  are  to  that  temper  which 
hath  prevailed  in  your  heart,  and  governed  your  life  in  time 
pad,  you  mud  really vfee  divine  influences  as  neceilary  to 
produce  and  nouridi  them,  as  the  influences  of  the  fun  and 
rain  are  to  call  up  the  variety  of  plants,  and  dowers,  and 
grain,  and  fruits,  by  which  the  earth  is  adorned,  and  our 
life  fupported.  You  will  yet  be  more  fen  Able  of  this,  if 
you  reflect  on  the  violent  opposition  which  this  happy  work 
mud  exped  to  meet  with,  of  which  I  lhall  prefently  warn 
you  more  largely,  and  which,  if  you  have  not  already  ex¬ 
perienced,  it  mud  be  becaufe  you  have  but  very  lately 
begun  to  think  of  religion. 

§  4-  Accordingly,  if  von  give  yourfelf  leave  to  confult 
Scripture  on  this  head  (and  if  you  would  live  like  a  Ghrif- 
tian,  you  mud  be  confuiting  it  every  day,  and  forming  your 
notions  and  adions  by  it)  you  will  fee,  that  the  whole  tenor 
of  it  teaches  that  dependence  upon  God  which  I  am  now 


*  See  many  ofthefe  thoughts  much  more  largely  illuj - 
grated  in  my  J eve  nth  fer??ion  on  Regeneration. 

( c)  Rom .  viii.  2.  ( d )  Rom.  viii  13.  (e)  Phil.W.  13. 

:{f)  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  (g)  Pf.  x. civ.  10.  (h)Exod.xxx ‘1.3,6. 
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recommending.  You  will  particularly  fee,  that  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  religion  in  the  foul  is  matter  of  divine  promife  ; 
that  when  it  has  been  effected,  Scripture  alcribes  it  to  a  di¬ 
vine  agency,  and  that  the  increase  of  grace  and  piety  in  the 
hearts  of  thole  who  are  truly  regenerate,  is  alio  ipokeii  of  as 
the  work  of  God,  who  begins  and  carries  it  on  until  the  day 
of  Jefus  Chrift  (/). 

§  5.  In  confequence  of  all  thefe  views,  lay  it  down  to 
your! elf  as  a  molt  certain  principle,  that  no  attempt  in  reli¬ 
gion  is  to  be  made  in  your  own  ftrength.  If  you  forget 
this,  and  God  purpofes  finally  to  fave  you,  he  will  hurnb  e 
you  by  repeated  dilappointments,  till  he  teach  you  better. 
You  will  be  afhamed  of  one  fcheme  and  effort,  and  of  ano¬ 
ther,  till  you  fettle  upon  the  true  bails.  He  will  alfo  proba¬ 
bly  fliow  you,  not  only  in  the  general  that  your  ftrength  is  to 
be  derived  from  heaven  5  but  particularly,  that  it  is  the  of¬ 
fice  of  the  blefled  Spirit  to  purify  the  heart,  and  to  invigo- 
rate  holy  resolutions  5  and  alfo,  that  in  all  thefe  operations 
he  is  to  be  confidered  as  the  Spirit  ofChrilt,  working  under 
his  directions,  and  as  a  vital  communication  from  him,  un¬ 
der  the  character  of  the  great  head  of  the  church,  the  grand 
Treafurer  and  Difpenfer  of  thefe  holy  and  beneficial  influ¬ 
ences.  O11  which  account  it  is  called  the  “  Supply  of  the 
“  SPirit  Jehis  Chrift  (i),”  who  is  “  exalted  at  the  right: 
“  liand  of  the ■  Father,  to  give  repentance  and  remiffion  of 
W  44  whole  grace  alone  we  can  be  ftrong  (m) 

“  and  of  whole  fulnefs  we  receive,  even  grace  for  grace 

“  (  77  )  .  °  '  . 

§  6.  Refolve,  therefore,  (trenuoufiv  for  the  fervice  of 
God,  and  for  the  care  of  your  foul ;  butuefolve  modeftlv 
and  humbly,  “  Even  the  youths  fhall  faint  and  be  wea- 
“  ry,  and  the  young  men  utterly  fall  •  but  they  who  wait 
“  on  the  Lord,’’ are  the  perfons  who  renew  their  ftrength 
(o)  When  a  foul  is  ahnoft  afraid  to  declare  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  Lord,  that  it  will  net  do  this  or  that  which  has 
formerly  offended  him  ;  when  it  is  afraid  abfolutelv  to  pro¬ 
mife  that  it  will  perform  this  or  that  duty  with  vigour  and 
con  It  ancy  5  but  only  exprefTes  itshumble  and  earned:  defire 
that  it  may  by  grace  be, enabled  to- -avoid  the  one,  or  purfue 


(/)  Phil*  1.  6.  (£)  Phil.  i. 

\m)  2  Tim .  ii.  17.  (n)  John  i 

M 


r9-  (/)  Afisv. 

•  16.0)  Ifa .  xl.  30, 
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the  other  ;  then,  lb  far  as  my  obfervation  or  experience 
have  reached,  it  is  in  the  bed  way  to  learn  the  happy  art 
to  conquer  temptation,  and  cl  dilcharging  duty. 

§  7.  On  the  other  hand,  let  not  your  dependence  upon 
this  Spirit,  and  your  fenfe  of  your  own  weaknefs  and  mfnf- 
ficiencyfor  any  tiling  fpirituaily  good  without  his  continu¬ 
ed  aid,  difeourage  you  from  devoting  yourfelf  to  God,  and 
engaging  in  a  religious  life,  confidering  what  abundant  rea- 
fon  you  have  to  hope  that  thele  gracious  influences  will  be 
communicated  to  you. — The  light  of  nature,  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  teaches  the  need  we  have  of  help  from  God  in 
a  virtuous  courfe,  may  lead  us  to  conclude,  that  fo  benevo¬ 
lent  a  Being,  who  bellows  on  the  moll  unworthy  and  care- 
lefs  part  of  mankind  fo  many  blellings,  will  take  a  peculiar 
pleafiire  in  communicating  to  fuch  as  humbly  afk  them, 
thofe  gracious  abidances  which  may  form  their  deathlefs 
fouls  into  his  own  refemblance,  and  fit  them  for  that  hap- 
pinefs  to  which  their  rational  nature  is  fuited,  and  for  which 

it  was  in  its  fird  conditution  intended - The  word  of  God 

will  much  more  abundantly  confirm  fuch  an  hope.  You 
there  hear  divine  W ifclom  crying,  even  to  thofe  who  had 
trifled  with  her  indrudions,  44  Turn  ye  at  my  reproof,  and 
u  I  will  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  you  (_/>).’’  You  hear  the 
Apodle  laving,  44  Let  us  come  boldly  to  the  throne  ofgrace, 
“  that  we  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  eve- 
<<  rv  time  of  need  ( 7 ) .  ' 7  Yea,  you  there  hear  our  Lord 
himfelf  urging,  im  his  fweet  and  convincing  manner,  41  if 
“  ye,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your 
i  t  children,  how  much  more  lhall  your  heavenly  Father  gi\e 
44  his  holy  Spirit  unto  them  that  alk  him  (r)  This  g'ft 
and  proin ife  of  the  Spirit  was  given  unto  Chrid,  when  h# 
afeended  up  on  high,  in  trud  for  all  his  true  difciples.  God 
hath  44  died  it  abroad  upon  us  in  him  (j).”  And  I  may 
add,  that  the  very  defire  you  feel  after  the  farther  commu¬ 
nication  of  the  Spirit  is  the  rebut  of  the  fird  fruits  of  it  al¬ 
ready  given  ;  fo  that  you  may  with  peculiar  propriety  in¬ 
terpret  it  a-  a  fpecial  call,  to  44  open  your  mouth  wide  that 
he  may  fill  it  (/).”  .  You  third,  and  therefore  you  may 
-cheerfully  plead  that  Jefus  hath  invited  you  to  come  unto 

(j>)  Prov.  i.  23.  (q)  Heb.  iv.  16.  (r)  Lukez i.  13* 

(#)  Tit.  iii.  6.  (t)  Ffalm  lxxxi.  10. 
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him  and  drink  ;  with  a  promife,  not  only  that  “  youfhaJI' 
“  drink  if  you  come  unto  him,  ’  but  alio  that  **  but  of  yo,ur 
“  belly  ilia  11  flow’'  as  it  were  “  rivers  of  living  waters  [u) fl 
for  the  edification  and  refreshment  of  others. 

§  8.  Go  forth,  therefore,  with  humble  cheerfulnefs,  to 
the  profecution  of  all  the  duties  of  the  GhriflLvn  life.  Go, 
and  profper  “  in  the  ftrength  of  the  Lord,  making  mention 
of  his  right  e  on  in  e  is,  and  of  his  only  (•*).'’ — And,  as  a 
token  of  farther  communications,  may  your  heart  be  quick¬ 
ened  to  the  moil  earned:  defires  after  the  bleilings  I  have  now 
been  recommending  to  your  pnrfuit  !  May  you  be  fibred 
up  to  pour  out  your  foul  before  God  in  inch  holy  breathings 
as  thefe  1  and  may  they  be  your  daily  language  in  his  gra¬ 
cious  pre fence  l 


An  humble  Su  pplicatio  n  for  the  influence  of  Divine 
Grace,  to  form  and  Strengthen  Religion  in  the 

Soul. 


BLESSED  God  1  I  fincerely  acknowledge  ‘before  thee 
mine  own  weaknefs  and  infuflSciency  for  any  thing  that 
is  fpiritually  good.  I  have  experienced  it  a  thoufand  times  ; 
and  yet  my  foolifli  heart  would  again  trull  itfelf  (y)  ;  and 
form  refolutions  in  its  own  ilrength.  But  let  this  be  the 
fir fl  fruits  of  thy  gracious  influence  upon  if,  to  bring  it  to 
an  humble  diftvuil  of  itfelf,  and  to  a  repofe  on  thee. 

Abundantly  do  I  rejoice,  O  Lord,  in  the  kind  affitrances 
which  thou  givefl  me  of  thy  readinels  to  beflow  liberally 
and  richly  fo  great  a  benefit.  Ido,  therefore,  according 
to  thy  con de fee n ding  invitation,  “  come  with  boldnefsto 
“  the  throne  of  grace,- .that  I  may  find  grace  to  help  in  eve- 
“  ry  time  of  need  (z).’>  I  mean  not,  O  Lord  God,  to 
turn  thy  grace  into  want onnefs  or  perverfenefs  (a),  or  to 
make  my.  weaknefs  an  excufe  for  my  negligence  and  floth. 
I  confefs  thou  hafl  already  given  me  more  ilrength  than 
I  have  ufed;  and  I  charge  it  upon  inyfclf,  and  not  on 
thee,  that  I  have  not  long  fince  received  flill  more  abundant 
fupplies.  I  defife  for  the  future  to  be  found  diligent  in 
the  ufe  of  all  appointed  means;  in  the  lreglefl  of  which,  I 

(iD  John  vii.  37,  38.  (x°)  Pflalmlxxu  16. 

(y)  Prov.  yxviii.  a 6.  (z)  Hob.  iv.  iC.  fa)  Jude  v.  4. 
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well  know,  that  petitions  like  thefe  would  be  a  profane 
mockery,  and  might  much  more  probably  provoke  thee  to 
take  away  what  I  have,  than  prevail  upon  thee  to  impart 
more  :  but  firmly  refolving  to  exert  myfelf  to  the  utmoll,  I 
earnedly  intreat  the  communications  of  thy  grace,  that  I 
may  be  enabled  to  fulfil  that  refolution. 

“  Be  furety,  O  Lord,  unto  thy  fervant  for  good  (b)  ?’’ 
i>e  p leafed  to  flied  abroad  thv  fandtifying  influences  on  my 
foul,  to  form  me  for  every  duty  thou  required  1  Implant, 
I  beleecn  thee,  every  grace  and  virtue  deep  in  mine  heart  ^ 
*nd  maintain  the  happy  temper  m  the  midft  of  thofe  aflaults, 
from  within  and  from  without,  to  which  I  am  continually 
liaole  while  I  am  in  this  world,  and  carry  about  with  me  fo 
many  infirmities  1  Fill  my  bread,  1  befeech  thee,  with  good 
aifedtions  towards  thee,  my  God,  and  towards  my  fellow- 
creatures  !  Remind  me  always  of  thy  prefence  ;  and  may 
I  remember,  that  every  fecret  fenthnent  of  my  foul  is  open 
to  thee  i  May  I,  therefore,  guard  againd  the  fird  filings  of 
fin,  and  the  fird  approaches  to  it  1  and  that  Satan  may  not 
find  room  for  his  evil  fuggedions.  I  earnedly  beg  thou, 
Lord,  woulded  fill  my  heart  by  thine  Holy  Spirit,  and  take 
up  thy  refidence  there  !  “  Dwell  in  me,  and  walk  with  me 
“  (c ' ;  and  let  my  body  be  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Chod  [d) ! 

May  I  be  fo  “  joined  to  Chrid  Jefus  my  .Lord,  as  to  be 
“  one  fpirit  with  him  (<?),”  and  feel  his  invigorating  influ¬ 
ences  continually  bearing  me  on,  fuperior  to  every  tempta¬ 
tion,  and  to  every  corruption  !  that  while  the  “  youths  fhall 
“  faint  and  be  weary,  and  the  young  men  utterly  fall,  I 
tc  may  fo  wait  upon  the  Lord  as  to  renew  my  drength  ( f) ; 
“and  may  go  on  from  one  degree  of  faith  and  love,  and 
“  zeal,  andholinefs,  to  another,  till  I  appear  perfect  before 
“  thee  in  Zion  (g)f  to  drink  in  immortal  vigour  and  joy 
from  thee,  as  the  everla  ding  fountain  of  both,  “through 
“  Jefus  Chrid  my  Lord,  in  whom  I  liave  righteoufnefs  and 
“  drength  {h)f  amd  to  whom  I  delire  ever  to  afcribe  the 
praife  of  all  mine  improvements  in  both  !  Amen. 


( b )  Pfalrn  cxix.  122. 
( d )  1  Cor .  vi.  19. 
(/)  If  a.  xl,  30,  31. 
(4)  If  a.  xhr.  24. 


(c)  2  Cor.  vi.  16. 

( e )  1  Cor.  vi.  1  7. 

(g)  Pfalrn  Ixxxiy.  7, 
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C  H  A  P.  XFL 

The  Chriftian  Convert  warned  of,  and  animated  again  d., 
thoie  Difcouragements  which  he  mud  expect  to  meet 
with,  when  entering  on  a  religious  Gourd. 

Chrift  has  in  ft  rutted  his  dijciples  to  ex  pelt  oppo  fit  ion  and 
difficulties  in  the  way  to  heaven ,  u  t  herefore ,  [I.  ] 
A  more  particular  view  of  the  771  is  taken ,  as  arijing , 
(0-  From  the  remainders  of  indwelling  Jin ,  §  2.  (2). 
From  the  world,  and  efpecially  from  former  Jinful 
companions,  §  3.  (3  j .  From  the  temptations  and fug- 
ge ft  ions  of  Satan,  §  4.  [II.]  The  Chriftian  is  animat - 
ed  and  encouraged  by  various  confederations  to  oppofe 
them  ;  particularly,  by — the  prej'enee  oj  God, — the  aids 
of  Chrift, — the  example  df  others,  who  though  feeble 
have  conquered, — and  the'  cr  own  of  glory  to  be  expected, 

§  5-,  6.  Therefore ,  though  apoftacy  would  be  infinite¬ 
ly  fatal,  the  Chriftian  may  prefs  on  cheerfully,  §  7. 
Accordingly  the  foul,  alarmed  by  thefe  views,  is  rep  re -  ' 
fented  as  committing  itfelfto  God,  in  the  prayer  whi.h’ 
concludes  the  chapter . 

$  L-  \7l/IT^  tiie  utm°ft  propriety.'  has  our  divine  Maf-  * 
VV  ter  required  its  to  u  drive  to  enter  in  at  the 
44  draight  gate  (a)  thereby  (as  it  feems)  intituling  not 
only  that  the  paffage  is  narrow,  hut  that  it  is  befet  with 
enemies;  befet  on  the  right  hand  and  on- the  left  with  ene- - 
mies  cunning  and  formidable.  And  be  adiired,  O  reader 
that  whatever  your  circumdances  in  life  are,  you  mud  meet 
and  encounter  them.  It  will,  therefore,  be  your  prudence 
to  furyey  them  attentively  in  your  own  reflections,  that  you 
may  lee  what  you  are  to  expect ;  and  may  conhderin  what 
armour  it  is  neceflary  you  fliould.  be  clothed,  and  with  * 
what  weapons  you  mud  be  furniflied  to  manage  the  com¬ 
bat.  You  have  often  heard  them  marfhalled,  as  it  were  * 
under thiee  great  leaders,  the  flefh,  the  world,  and  the  de~- 

(&)  Luke  xiii.  24. 
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vil  ;  and,  according  to  this  didribution,  I  would  call  you 
to  confider  the  forces  of  each,  as  fetting  themfelves  in  ar¬ 
ray,  again!!  you.  O  that  you  may  be  excited  “  to  take  to 
46  yourfelf  the  whole  armour  of  God  (£),’’  and  to  “quit 
“  yourfelf  like  a  man  (c),”  and  aChridian  1 

§  2.  Let  your  confcience  anfwer  whether  you  do  not 
carry  about  with  you  a  corrupt  and  a  degenerate  nature  ? 
You  will,  I  doubt  not,  feel  its  effe&s.  You  will  feel,  in 
the  language  of  the  apoftle  (who  fpeaks  of  it  as  the  cafe  of 
Chridiam  them  (elves)  “  theflefh  lulling  againft  the  fpirir, 
“  lb  that  you  will  not  be  able,”  in  all  inllances,  to  do  the 
“things  that  you  would  ( d ).”  You  brought  irregular 
jyropenfities  into  the  world  along  with  you  ;  and  you  have 
l'o  often  indulged  thole  finful  inclinations  that  you  have 
greatly  increafed  their  flrength ;  and  you  will  find,  in  con- 
fequence  of  it,  that  thefe  habits  cannot  be  broken  through 
without  great  'difficulty.  You  will,  no  doubt,  often  recol¬ 
lect  the  firong  figures  in  which  the  prophet  defcribes  a  cafe 
like  yours;  and  you  will  own  that  it  is  jultly  reprefented 
by  that  “  of  an  Ethiopian  changing  his  Ikin,  and  the  leopard 
“  his  fpots  (e).”  It  is  indeed  pollible  that  atfirltvou  may 
fmd  fuch  an  edge  and  e age rn efs  upon  your  own  fpirits,  as 
may  lead  you  to  imagine,  that  all  oppofition  will  immediate- 
3v  fall  before  you  ;  but,  alas  !  I  fear,  that  in  a  little  time 
thefe  enemies,  which  feemed  to  be  llain  at  your  feet,  will  re¬ 
vive  and  recover  their  weapons ;  and  renew  the  allault  in 
one  form  or  another.  And  perhaps  your  molt  painful 
combats  may  be  with  fuch  as  you  had  thought  mofteafy  to 
be  van qui Hied  ;  and  your  greateft  danger  may  arife  from 
fome  of  thole  enemies  from  whom  you  apprehended  the 
lead;  particularly,  from  pride,  and  from  indolence  of  fpi- 
3  it;  from  a  fecret  alienation  of  heart  from  God,  and  from 
an  indifpofition  for  converging  with  him,  through  an  immo¬ 
derate  attachment  to  things  feen  and  temporal,  which  may¬ 
be  oftentimes  exceeding  dangerous  to  your  falvation,  though 
perhaps  they  be  not  abfolutely  and  univerfally  prohibited. 
In  a  thoufand  of  thefe  indances  you  mull  learn  to  deny- 
yourfelf,  or  you  cannot  be  Chrid’s  difciple  [f  j  . 

(b)  Eph*  vi.  13.  (c)  1  Cor.  xvi.  1 3.  (d)  Gal.  y.  17*. 

(e)  Jer.  xhi.  23.  (f)  Matth.  xvi.  24. 
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§  3.  You  mud  alfo  lay  your  account  to  find  great  diffi¬ 
culties  from  the  world  ;  from  its  manners,  cudoms,  and 
examples.  The  things  of  the  world  will  hinder  you  one 
way,  and  the  men  of  the  world  another.  Perhaps  you  may 
meet  with  much  lefs  affirtance  in  religion  than  you  are  now 
ready  to  expert  from  good  men.  The  prelent  generation 
of  them  is  generally  fo  cautious  to  avoid  every  thing  that 
looks  like  odentation,  and  there  feems  fomething  fo  infup- 
po  it  ably  dreadful  in  the  charge  of  enthufiafm,  that  you  will 
find  mod  of  our  Chriftian  brethren,  dudying  to  conceal  their 
virtue  and  their  piety  much  more  than  others  dudy  to  con¬ 
ceal  their  vices  and  their  profanenels.  But  while,  unlefs 
your  fituation  be  fingularly  happy,  you  meet  with  very  lit¬ 
tle  aid  one  way,  you  will,  no  doubt,  find  great  oppofition 
another.  The  enemies  of  religion  will  be  bold  and  artive 
in  their  affaults,  while  many  of  its  friends  feem  unconcern¬ 
ed  :  and  one  finner  will  probably  exert  himfelf  more  to 
corrupt  you  than  ten  Chridians  to  fecure  and  fave  you. 
They  who  have  once  been  your  companions  in  fm  will  try 
a  thoufand  artful  methods  to  allure  you  back  again  to  their 
forfaken  fociety  :  forne  of  them  perhaps  with  an  appeal  ance 
of  tender  fondnefs ;  and  many  more  by  the  almod  irrefida- 
ble  art  of  banter  and  ridicule  ;  that  boaded  ted  of  right 
and  wrong,  as  it  has  been  wantonly  called,  will  be  tried 
upon  you,  perhaps  without  any  regard  to  decency,  or  even 
to  common  humanity.  You  will  be  derided  andinfulted 
bythofe  whofe  edeem  and  affertion  you  naturally  defire  : 
and  may  find  much  more  propriety  than  you  imagine  in  the 
expreflion  of  the  Apodle,  u  The  trial  of  cruel  mockings  (e)” 
whith  fome  fear  more  than  either  fword  or  flames.  This 
perfection  of  tongue  you  mud  expert  to  go  through,  and 
perhaps  may  be  branded  as  a  lunatic,  for  no  other  caufe  than 
that  you  now  begin  to  exercife  your  reafon  to  purpofe,  and 
will  not  join  with  thole  that  are  dedroying  their  ownVouls 
hi  their  wild  career  of  folly  and  madnefs. 

.  $  4‘  And  lt  is  not  at  all  improbable,  that,  in  the  mean 
time,  Satan  may  be  doing  his  utmod  to  difcourage  and  dif- 
trefs  you.  He  will,  ns  doubt,,  niife  in  your  imagination, 
the  mod  tempting  idea  of  the  gratifications,  the  indulgen¬ 
ces,  and  the  companions,  you  are  obliged  to  forfake  and 

(g)  Heb,  xi.  360. 
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give  you  the  mo  ft  difcouraging  and  terrifying  view  of  the 
difficulties,  feverities,  and  dangers,  which  are  (as  he  will 
perfuade  you)  infeparable  from  religion.  He  will  not  fail 
to  reprefent  God  himfelf,  the  fountain  of  goodnefsand  hap- 
pinefs,  an  hard  matter,  whom  it  is  impoffible  to  pleafe.  He 
will  perhaps  lilt  you  with  the  molt  diflrefsful  fears,  and 
with  cruel  and  infolent  malice  glory  over  you  as  his  have, 
when  he  knows  you  are  the  Lord’s  freeman.  At  one  time 
he  will  ftudy,  by  his  vile  fuggeftions,  to  interrupt  you  in 
your  duties,  as  if  they  gave  him  an  additional  power  over 
you  :  at  another  time  he  will  endeavour  to  weary  you  of 
your  devotion,  by  influencing  you  to  prolong  it  to  an  immo¬ 
derate  and  tedious  length,  left  his  power  lhould  be  exerted 
upon  you  when  it  ceafes.  In  fhort,  this  praftifed  deceiver 
has  artifices,  which  it  would  require  whole  v®lumes  to  dif- 
play,  with  particular  cautions  againft  each.  And  he  will 
follow  you  with  malicious  arts  and  purfuks  to  the  very  end 
of  your  pilgrimage  ;  and  will  leave  no  method  un  attempted 
which  may  be  likely  to  weaken  your  hands,  and  to  fadden 
your  heart  ;  that  if,,  through  the  gracious  interpofition  of 
bod,  he  cannot  prevent  your  final  happinefs,  he  may  at 
lead  impair  your  peace  and  your  ufefulnefs  as  you  are  paf- 
iing  to  it. 

§  5.  This  is  what  the  people  of  God  feel;  and  what-' 
you  feel  in  fome  degree  or  other,  if  you  have  your  lot  and 
your  portion  among  them.  But,  after  all,  be  not  diicou- 
raged  :  Ghrift  is  “  the  Captain  of  your  falvation  (A).n 
It  is  delightful  to  confider  him  under  this  view.  When  we 
take  a  furvey  of  thefe  hods  of  enemies,  we  may  lift  up  our 
hiad  amidft  them  all,  and  fay,  “  More  and  greater  it  he 
a  that  is  with  us,  than  all  thofe  that  are  againft  us  (*). 
•a  Truft  in  the  Lord,  and  you  will  be  like  Mount  Zion,  which 
a  cannot  be  moved,  but  abideth  for  ever  {£)♦”  When 
your  enemies  prefs  upon  you,  remember  you  are  to  fight  in 
the  pretence  of  God  ^/).  Endeavour  thei  elm  e  to  aft  a  gal¬ 
lant  and  re.folute  part  :  endeavour  to  “.refill  them  ftedfaft- 
u  ]y  in  the  faith  (*»).’’  Remember  he  can  give  power  to^ 
the  faint,  and  u  increafe  ftrength  to  them  that  have  no 
u  jp/igflt  (n).y>  He  hath  done  it  in  ten  thoufand  inftances 


(//)  Heb-  ii.  10.  (/)  2  Kings  vi.  1  6.  (£)  P/'alm  cxxv.  2  . 
(J)  Zeck*x.  5»  (tn)  1  Pet,  9,  (n)  JJa.  xl.  29, 
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already  ;  and  he  will  do  it  in  ten  thoufand  more.  How  many 
driplings  have  conquered  their  gigantic  foes  in  all  their 
molt  formidable  armour,  when  they  have  gone  forth  again  ft 
them,  though  but  (as  it  were)  44  with  a  daffand  a  ding, 
44  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Godoflfrael  (0).”  How  many 
women  and  children  have  trodden  down  the  force  of  the 
enemy,  and  44  out  of  weaknefs  have  been  made  drong  (y>) 

§  6.  Amidd  all  the  opposition  of  earth  and  hell,  look 
upward,  and  look  forward,  and  you  will  feel  your  heart  ani- 
mated  by  the  view.  Your  General  he  is  near  :  is  near  to 
aid  you  ;  he  is  near  to  reward  you.  When  you  feel  the 
temptation  prefs  the  harded,  think  of  him  who  endured 
even  the  crofs  itfejf  for  your  refcue.  View  the  fortitude 
of  your  divine  Leader,  and  endeavour  to  march  on  in  his 
deps.  Hearken  to  his  voice,  for  he  proclaims  it  aloud, 
“  Behold  I  come  quickly,  and  my  reward  is  with  me  (q)  * 
“  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown 
44  of  life  (r).”  .  And,  Oh  how  bright  will  it  diine  !  and 
how  long  will  its  ludre  lad  !  when  the  gems  that  adorn 
the  crowns  ofmonarchs,  and  pafs  (ihdru&ive  thought)  from 
one  royal  iiead  to  another  through  fucceedmg  centuries, 
are  melted  down  in  the  lad  flame,  it  is  44  a  crown  of  glory 
44  which  fadeth  not  away  (x).w 

§  7-  ^  is  indeed  true,  that  44  fucli  as  turn  ailde  to 

44  crooked  paths,  will  be  led  forth  with  the  workers  of  ini- 
44  quity  (/),  *  to  that  terrible  execution  which  the  divine 
judice  is  preparing  for  them ;  and  that  it  would  have  been 
4  better  for  them  not  to  have  known  the  way  of  righteouf- 
“  nefs,  than  after  having  known  it  to  turn  afide  from  the 
44  holy  commandment  ( u).v  But  I  would,  by  divine  grace 
44  hope  better  things  of  you  And  I  make  it  my 

hearty  prayer  for  you,  my  reader,  that  you  maybe  44  kept 
44  bv  the  mighty  power  of  God,”  kept  as  in  a  garrifon,  on 
all  fides  fortified  in  the  fecured  manner,  44  through  faith 
44  unto  falvatiotr(y) . 


(0)  1  Sam.  xvii.  44,  45.  (y») 

(q)  Rev.  xxii.  12.  (r)  Rev.  ii.  10. 

("0  pfalm  cxxv.  5.  («)  2  Pet.  ii.  21. 
(v)  r  Pet.  ii.  5. 


Heb.  xi.  34. 

(r)  1  Pet.  v.  4, 
(#)  Heb.  vi. 
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The  Soul,  alarmed  by  a  fenfe  ofthsfe  Difficulties^  com¬ 
mitting  itfelf  to  a,  divine  Protection. 

BLESSED  God,  it  is  to  thine  almighty  power  that  I 
flee.  Behold  me  furrounded  with  difficulties  and  dan¬ 
gers,  and  flretch  out  thine  omnipotent  arm  to  have  me, 
u  Oh  thou  that  iavell  by  thy  right  hand  them  that  put 
4'’  their  truft  in  thee,  from  them  that  rile  up  again!}  them 
u  (z)  !”  This  day  do  I  folemnly  put  my  Self  under  thy 
protection  ;  exert  thy  power  in  my  favour,  and  permit  me 
to  u  make  the  Shadow  of  thy  wmgs  my  refuge  (a)  1’’  Let 
thy  grace  be  Sufficient  for  me,  and  thy  Strength,  u  be  made 
“  perfect  in  my  weaknefs  {b ]  1’’  1  dare  not  fay,  u  I  will 
kt  never  forfake  thee  ;  I  will  never  deny  thee  (e)  but 
I  hope  I  can  truly  fay,  O  Lord,  I  would  not  do  it ;  and 
that,  according  to  my  p relent  apprehension  and  purpofe, 
death  would  appear  to  me  much  lets  terrible  than  in  any 
wilful  and  deliberate  instance  to  offend  thee.  O  root  out 
thofe  corruptions  from  my  heart,  which  in  an  hour  ofpref- 
fmg  temptation,  might  incline  me  to  view  things  in  a  dif¬ 
ferent  light,  and  lb  might  betray  me  into  the  hand  of  the 
enemy  !  Strengthen  my  faith,  O  Lord,  and  encourage  my 
hope  1  Infpire  me  with  an  heroic  refolution  in  oppoflng 
every  thing  that  lies  in  my  way  to  heaven  ;  and  let  me 
u  fet  my  face  like  a  flint  (d)”  again!}  all  the  aflaults  of 
hell.  u  If  Turners  entice  me,7’  let  me  u  not  confent  (e);” 
if  they  infult  me,  let  me  not  regard  it ;  if  they  threaten  me, 
let  me  not  fear  1  Rather  may  a  holy  and  ardent,  yet  pru¬ 
dent  and  well  governed  zeal  take  occafon,  from  that  ma¬ 
lignity  of  heart  which  they  difeover,  to  attempt  their  con¬ 
viction  and  reformation  1  At  leaf},  let  me  never  be  afhamed 
to  plead  thy  caufe  again!}  the  moft  profane  deriders  of  re¬ 
ligion  1  Make  me  to  hear  joy  and  gladnefs  in  my  foul;  and 
I  will  endeavour  u  to  teach  tranfgreifors  thy  ways,  that 
u  flnners  may  be  converted  unto  thee  (/ )  "V  ea,  Lord, 
while  my  fears  continue,  though  I  fhould  apprehend  my- 
felf  condemned,  I  am  condemned  fo  righteoufly  for  my 
own  folly,  that  I  would  be  thine  advocate  though  again!} 
myfelf. 


(z)  Pf  xvii.  7* 
[c]  Mark  xiv.  %  i 


(a)  Pf-  lvii.  i.  (A)  2  Cor.xiu  9. 
.  fd)Ifa.\ .7.  [e)  ProvA.  to.  (f)  A/.li-S,  1  3* 
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Keep  me,  O  Lord,  nou',  and  all  tunes  !  Never  Jet  me 
think,  whatever  age  or  Ration  I  attain,  that  I  am  Rroim 
enough  to  maintain  the  combat  without  tliee  !  nor  let  me 
imagine  myfelf,  even  in  this  infancy  of  religion  in  my  foul 
lo  weak,  that  thou  canll  not  lupport  me  !  Wherever  thou 
leadeH  me,  theie  Jet  me  follow  ;  and  whatever  Ration  thcti 
appointed:  me,  there  let  me  labour;  there  Jet  me  maintain 
the  holy  war  again  It  all  the  enemies  of  my  falvation,  and 
rather  fall  in  it  than  bafely  abandon  it  ! 

And  thou,  O  glorious  Redeemer,  the  “  captain  of  my 
ialvation,  tne  great  u  author  and  fin  ill  e  *  of  my  faith 
(£)*”  when  I  am  in  danger  of  denying  thee  as  Peter  did, 
look  upon  me  with  that  mixture  of  majefty.  and  tendernefs 
(h),  which  may  either  fecure  me  from  falling,  or  may  fpee- 
dily  recover  me  to  God  and  my  duty  again  !  And  teach 
me  to  take  occafion,  even  from  my  mifearriages,  to  hum¬ 
ble  myfelf  more  deeply  for  all  that  has  been  amifs,  and  t,o 
redouble  my  xutuie  diligence  and  caution.  Amen. 

CHAP  XVII. 


The  Chi  i Ilian  urged  to,  and  afiPed  in,  an  exprefs  a<ff  of 
Seif-dedication  to  the  Service  of  God. 

1  he  advantages  offuch  a  fur  render  are  briefly  figggfled 
§  1.  Advices  for  the  manner  of  doing  it  ;  that  it  may 
be  deliberate  cheerful ,  entire ,  and  perpetual ,  §  2  — - 
and  that  it  be  exprejfed  withfome  affe fling  folemnitv 
§5'  A  written  infirument  to  be  flgned  and  declared  be - 
pore  God  atfomefeafon  of  extraordinary  devotion,  pro- 
pgeg  §  6,  7.  The  chapter  concludes  with  afpelimen 
oj  Jucnaa  infirument,  together  with  an  ab frail  of  it 
to  be  ufed  with  proper  and  requisite  alterations  "  ’ 

§i-  A  S  I  would  hope,  that,  notwithftanding  all  the 
.  -Lg  views  of  opposition  which  do  or  mav  arife  vet 
m  confideration  of  thofe  noble  fupports  and  motives  which 

(,?;  Heb.  xii.  2.  (A)  Luke  xxii.  6t. 
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have  been  mentioned  in  the  two  preceding  chapters,  you 
are  heartily  determined  for  the  ferviceof  God,  I  would  now 
urge  you  to  make  a  folemn  furrender  of  yourfelf  unto  it. 
Do  not  only  form  fuch  apurpofe  in  your  heart,  but  exprefs- 
]y  declare  it  in  the  divine  prefence.  Such  folemnity  in  the 
manner  of  doing  it  is  certainly  very  reafonable  in  the  nature 
of  things  ;  and  iurely  it  is  highly  expedient,  for  binding  to 
the  Lord  fuch  a  treacherous  heart  as  we  know  our  own  to 
be.  It  will  be  pleafant  to  refled  upon  it,  as  done  at  fuch 
and  fuch  a  time,  with  fuch  and  fuch  circumftances  of  place 
and  method,  which  may  ferve  to  ftrike  the  memory  and  the 
confcience.  The  fenfe  of  the  vows  of  God  which  are  upon 
you  will  ftrengthen  you  in  an  hour  of  temptation  ;  and  the 
recolle&ion  may  alfo  encourage  your  humble  boldnefs  and 
freedom  in  applying  to  him,  under  the  character  and  rela¬ 
tion  of  “  your  covenant  God  and  Father,”  as  future  exi¬ 
gencies  may  require. 

§  2.  Do  it  therefore,  but  do  it  deliberately.  Confider 
what  it  is  you  are  to  do  :  and  confider  how  reafonabie  it  is 
that  it  fhould  be  done,  and  done  cordially  and  cheerfully  ; 
“  not  by  reftraint,  but  willingly  ( a )  for,  in  this  fenfe 
and  in  "every  other,  “God  loves  a  cheerful  giver  (.£)•’ 
Now  furely  there  is  nothing  we  fhould  do  with  greater 
cheerfulnefs,  or  more  cordial  confent,  than  making  fuch  a 
furrender  of  ourfelvesto  the  Lord  \  to  the  God  who  created, 
who  brought  us  into  this  pleafant  and  well  Fumifhed  world, 
who  fupported  us  in  our  tender  infancy,  who  guarded  us 
in  the  thoughtlefs  days  of  childhood  and  youth,  who  has  hi¬ 
therto  continually  helped,  fuflained,  and  preferved  us. 
Nothing  can  be  more  reafonable  than  that  we  fhonld  ac¬ 
knowledge  him  as  our  rightful  Owner  and  our  fovereign 
Ruler  ;  than  that  we  fhould  devote  ourlelves  to  him  as  our 
moil:  gracious  Benefactor,  and  feek  him  as  our  fuprenie  fe¬ 
licity.  Nothing  can  be  more  apparently  equitable,  than 
that  we,  the  pro  Juft  of  his  power,  and  theprice  of  his  Son’s 
blood,  fhould  be  his,  and  his  for  ever.  If  you  fee  the  mat¬ 
ter  in  its  juft  view,  it  will  be  the  grief  of  your  foul  that  you 
have  ever  alienated  yourfelf  from  the  btefTed  God  and  his 
fervice  $  fo  far  will  you  be  from  wifh'mg  to  continue  in 


(a)  1  Pet. 


(b)  2  Cor.  ix.  7. 


v. 
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that  ft  ate  of  alienation  another  year,  or  another  day.  You 
will  rejoice  to  bring  back  to  him  his  revolted  creature  ;  and 
as  you  have  in  limes  paft  u  yielded  your  members  as  in- 
“  ftruments  of  unrighteoufnefs  unto  tin,  ’  you  will  delight 
to  yield  yourfelves  unto  God,  as  “  alive  from  the  dead, v 
and  to  employ  44  your  members  as  inftruments  of  righteoui- 
44  nefs  unto  God  :[  c')  •  ’ 

§  3.  The  lurrender  will  alfo  be  a.s  entire  as  it  is  chear- 
ful  and  immediate.  All  you  are,  and  ail  you  have,  and  all 
you  can  do,  your  time,  your  poiieflions,  your  influence 
over  others,  will  be  devoted  to  him,  that  for  the  future  it 
may  be  employed  entirely  for  him,  and  to  his  glory.  You 
"will  defire  to  keep  back  nothing  from  him  ;  hut  will  feri- 
oufly  judge  that  you  are  then  in  the  trueft  and  nobleft  fenfe 
your  own  when  you  are  mod  entirely  his.  You  are  alia, 
on  this  great  occaflon,  to  refign  all  that  you  have  to  the  dif- 
polai  of  his  wife  and  gracious  Providence,  not  only  owning 
his  power,  but  conlenting  to  his  undoubted  right,  to  do 
what  he  pleafes  with  you  ;  and  all  that  he  has  given  you  ; 
and  declaring  a  hearty  approbation  of  all  that  he  has  done, 
and  of  all  that  he  may  farther  do. 

§  4.  Once  more,  let  me  remind  you,  that  this  furrender 
mult  be  perpetual  You  muft  give  yourfelf  up  to  God  in  fuck 
a  manner,  as  never  more  to  pretend  to  be yodr  own  :  for 
the  rights  of  God  are,  like  his  nature,  eternal  and  immu¬ 
table  :  and  with  regard  to  his  rational  creatures,  are 
44  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever. 

§  5.  I  would  farther  ad  vile  and  urge,  that  this  dedica¬ 
tion  may  be  made  with  all  pollible  folenmitv.  Do  it  in 
exprels  words.  And  perhaps  it  may  be  in  many  cafes  moft 
expedient,  as  many  pious  divines  have  recommended,  tx> 
do  it  in  writing.  Set  your  hand  and  feal  to  it.  That  on 
fuch  a  day  of  Inch  a  month  and  year,  and  at  fuch  a  place, 
on  full  con  tide  rati  on  and  ferious  reflection,  you  came  to  this 
happy  refolution,  44  that  whatever  others  might  do,  you 
4i  would  ferve  the  Lord  (d'' 

§  6.  Such  an  inftrument  you  may,  if  you  plea  fe,  draw* 
up  for  yourfelf ;  or  if  you  rather  -chide  to  have  it  drawn  up 
to  your  hand,  you  may  find  fomething  of  this  nature  below, 
in  which  you  may  eaflly  make  fuch  alterations  as  fliall  fuit 

ic)  Rom,  ii.  13.  (<f)  JoJh.  %xiv.  1 5, 
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your  c.ircuuitknces,  where  there  is  any.  tiling  peculiar  in 
them.  ^  But  whatever  yyu.ufe,  weigh  it  well,  meditate  at- 
tentive'y  upon  it,  that  you  may  “  not  be  mill  with  your 
7  mouth  to  utter  any  thing  before  God  (?).”  '  And  when 
you  determine  to  execute  this  inttrument,  Jet  this  tranfachiog 
attended  with  lome  more  than  ordinary  religious  retire* 
rnent.  Make  it,  if  you  conveniently  can,  a  day  of  fecret 
taking  and  piayer  ;  and  when  yo.ur  heart  is  prepared  with 
n  becoming  awe  of  the  divine  majelly,  with  an  humbJe  con- 
fdence  in  his  goadnefs,  and  an  earned:  defire  of  his  favour., 
then  p  re  lent  yourfeii  on  your  knees  before  God,  and  read 
n  over  deliberately’  and  lolemnly  j  and  when  you  have 
fgned  it,  lay  it  bye  in  feme  fecure  place,  where  you  may 
review  it  whenever  you  pleale  ;  and  make  it  a  rule  with 
your fe if  to  review  it,  if  poilible,  at  certain  feafons  of  the 
year,  that  you  may  keep  the  remenuwance  of  it. 

§  7.  At  leaf!,  take  this  co.urfe  ’till  you  fee  your  way 
•■clear  to  the  table  of  the  Lord,  where  you  are  to  renew  the 
fame  covenant,  and  to  leal  it  with  more  aifedting  folemni- 
ties.  And  God  grant  1  hat  you  may  be  enabled  ro  keep  it, 
and,  in  the  whole  of  your  converfation,  to  walk  according 
toil  i  May  it  be  an  anchor  to  your  foul  in  every  temptati¬ 
on.  and  a  cordial  to  it  in  every  affliction  ’•  May  ti  e  recoh 
kctfo  i  of  it  embolden  your  addrefes  to  the  throne  pfnrace 
now,  and  give  additional  flrength  to  your  departing  t'pirit, 
in  a  conlciouinefs  that  it  is  afeending  to  vour  coven apf -God 
and  Father,,  and  to  that  gracious  Redeemer,  whole  power 
and  faithfiunefs  will  feettreiy  “  keep  what  you  commit  to 
“  him  until  that  day  {f  )  '’ 


A  n  E  xa  m  pie  cf  Suf-dedic  a  t  Toy;  fir,  A  fo  U  m  n 
Form  of  renewing  our  Covenant  with  God . 


n 


ETERNAL  and  unchangeable  jEm  o  v  a  h,  thou  great 
l  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  adorable  Lord  of 
angels  and  men  !  I  defire  with  the  deeped  humiliation  and 
ftbafeip.ent  of  ihnl5.  to,. fall  clown  at  this  time,  ip. tbjne  awful 
prefence  ;  and  earneftJy  pray,  that  thou  wilt  penetrate  mV 
Very,  heart  V/ith  a  f'tii t able  fenfe  of  thine  unutterable  and 
ihconceivable  glories  1 


(w)  £cpi,  v.  j.:.  (f)  2  A  1  :?* 


chap*  i  "  .  ()f  Reifgfo//  ifi  the  S-o-til*  r  A'r 

“  Trembling  may  jufi.lv  take  bold  upon  me  'g ),’  when 
I,  a  (in Ful  worm,  prefume  to  lilt  up  my  head  to  thee,  pre- 
nime  to  appear  in  thy  majeftic  preience  on  inch  on  occafion 
as  this.  “  Who  am  1,  O  Lord  God,  or  what  h  my  horde 
44  ;  h  j  ?  *  what  is  my  nature  and  delcent,  my  (haiaBei  arm 
defert,  that  I  fhould  {peak  of  this,  and  citiire  that  I  may 
be  one  party  in  a  Covenant,  where  thou  4*  me  King  o; 

4i  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  *  art  the  other  r  1  blulh  ana  am 
confounded,  even  to  mention  it  before  thee.  But,  Q 
Lord,  great  as  h  thy  Majedy,  do  alto  is  thy  mercy.  II 
thou  wilt  hold  converi'e  with  any  of  tlvy  creaturcr,  fl  y  fu- 
perlat  velv  exalted  nature  muff  itoOp,  mult  (loop  infinitely 
Joy/.  And  I  know,  that  in  and  through  jyfus,  the  Son  ol 
thv  love,  thou  con defeen dell  to  viht  iiirfal  mortals.  and  to 
allow  i heir  approach  to  thee,  and  the  :r  covenant -iiitercot.Tie 
with  tin e  ;  nay,  I  know  that  the  fcheme  and  yi an  i:  thine 
own  ;  and  that  thou  haft  gracioufly  lent  to  propofe  it  to  us  ; 
as  none  untaught  by  thee  would  have  been  able  to  form  it, 
or  inclined  to  embrace  it,  even  when  actually  proposed.- 
4t  To  thee,  therefore,  do  I  now  come,'  invited  by  the 
name  of  thy  Son,  and  trufting  in  his  righteordi  efs  and. 
grace.  Laving  mvfelf  at  thv  feet  44  with  fliame  ai  d  con- 
44  fufion  of  face*  and  fruiting  upon  my  bread, ’ '  1  (av,  with 
the  humble  Publican,  44  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  (Inner 
44  (/)  P  I  acknowledge,  O  Lord,  that  I  have  been  a  great 
tran  fg  re  (Tor.  ‘ 4  My  fins  have  reached  unto  ■  heaven  ( k  ' , 

44  and  mine  iniquities  are  lifted  up  unto  the  fnes  (/ 
The  irregular  propenfities'  of  iny  corrupted  and  degenerate 
nature,  have,,  in  ten  ihoufand  aggravated  in  fiance:', 
44  wrought  to  bring  forth  fruit  unto  death  ( m ) / ’  And  if 
thou  fhouLieft  be  flrid  to  mark  mine  offences,  I  inufl  be  fj~- 
lent  under  a  load  of  guilt,  and  immediately  fink  into  cc- 
ftruelion.  But  thou  had  gracioudy  called  me*  to  ret  urn  uh- 
lo  thee,  though  I  have  been  44  a  wandering  (beep,  a  prodi* 
44  gal  lbn,  a  backdiding  child  (?/).  ’  Behold,  therefore, 
O  Lord,  I  come  into  thee.  I  come,  convinced  not  only  of 
my  fin,  but  of  my  folly.  I  come  from  mv  very  beast  t~ 
fhamedof  mvfelf,  and  with  an  acknowledgment  in  the  ill  - 


(g  ]  Job  xtl i.  6.  (h)  2  San.  vii.  18.  {is  Lwh  z\ iii,  j  g. 

(k f  Rev.  x-viii.  5.  (/ j  Jwv .  li.  9. 

( fn )  Rom ,  vii .  5.  •  (//■),  Jer.  iii.  22. 
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center  and  humility  of  my  foul,  that  “  I  have  played' the 

t0u  k  and  ^ave  tired  exceedingly  [o).”  I  am  confound¬ 
ed  niyiejf  at  the  remembrance  of  thefe  things  :  but  be  thou 
sneiciful  to  my  tun Jghteouinefs,  and  do  not  remember 
again  1  me  my  nns  and  my  tranfgrellions  [p)  .n  Permit 
O  noi  d,  to  bring  back  unto  thee  thole  powers  and  fa¬ 
culties  which  I  have  ungratefully  and  faeriligioufly  alienated 
-l.jin  tny  ieivi«,e;  and  receive,  I  beieech  thee,  thv  poor 
i  evoked  creature,  who  is  now  convinced  of  thy  right  to 

him,  and  defires  nothing  iir  the  whole  world  fo  much  as 
to  be  thine  ! 


Jd  mile  cl  God,  it  is  with  the  utmofl  foie  trinity  that  I 
make  this  lurrenderof  myfelf  unto  thee.  44  Hear,  O  hea- 
Vensi  and  g"!ve  car,  O  earth  ;  I  avouch  the  Lord  this  day 
^  iO  be  my  God  (qj  ;  and  I  avouch  and  declare  myfelf 
inis  day  to  be  44  one  of  his  covenant,  children,  and  people. ’’ 
Hear,  O  thou  God  of  heaven,  and  record  it  in  44  the  book 
At  of  thy  remembrance  (>),”  that  henceforth  I  am  thine, 
entirely  tame.  I  would  not  merely  confeerate  unto  thee 


jonw  oi  in;  powers,  01  lome  or  my  pollellions  ;  or  give  thee 
a  certain  proportion  of  my  fervices,  or  all  I  am  capable  of 
jora  limited  lime;  but  I  would  be  wholly  thine,  and  thine 
lor  ever.  From  tins  day  do  I  folemnly  renounce  all  the 
former  lords  5  which  have  had  dominion  over  me  (s) 
every  fin,  and  every  Juft  ;  and  bid,  in  thy  name,  an  eternal 
defance  to  the  powers  of  hell,  which  have  moil  unjuftly 
ufurped  the  empire  over  my  foul,  and  to  all  the  corruptions 
which  their  fatal  temptations  have  introduced  into  it.  The 
whole  frame  of  my  nature,  all  the  faculties  of  my  mind,  and 
all  the  members  of  my  body,  would  I  prefent  before  thee 
this  day,  44  as  a  living  facrifice,  holy  and  acceptable  unto 
God,  which  I  know  to  be  my  m  oft  reasonable  fervice  (t)A' 
To  thee  I  confeerate  all  my  worldly  poileffions  ;  in  thy  fer¬ 
vice  I  defire  to  fpend  all  the  remainder  of  my  time  upon 
earth,  and  beg  thou  wouldeft  inftruct  and  influence  me,  fo 
that,  whether  my  abode  here  be  longer  or  fhorter,  every  year 
and  month,  every  day  and  hour,  may  be  ufed  in  inch  a 
manner,  as  fhall  mod  effectually  promote  thine  honour,  and 


(o)  i  Sam.  xxvi.  21. 
( q )  Kent.  xxv  1.  1  7. 

(s  j  If  a.  xx-vi.  13. 


(p)  Heb.  viii.  12. 
(r)  Alai,  ili .  16. 
(tj  Korn.  xii.  ! 
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fubferve  the  fchemes  of  thy  wife  and  grampus  providence. 
And  I  earnestly  pray,  that  whatever  influence  thou  givelt 
me  over  others,  in  any  of  the  fuperior  relations  of  life  in 
which  I  may  (land,  or  in  the  conlequence  of  any  peculiar 
regard  which  may  be  paid  to  me,  thou  woukieft  give  me 
ftrength  and  courage  to  exert  myfelf  fo  the  utinnit  ior  thy 
aiory  :  reiolvingj  not  only  that  I  will  mylelf  do  it,  but  that 
all  others,  io  far  as  I  can  rationally  and  prbperly  influence 
them,  u  fhall  ferve  the  Lord  (?<).’’  In  this  courfe,  O 
blelled  God,  would  1  ftedfaftly  perfevere  to  the  very  end  of 
mv  life  ;  earneftly  praying,  that  every  future  day  of  it  may 
fupply  the  deficiencies,  and  cor  reel  the  irregularities,  of  the 
former ;  and  that  I  may  by  divine  giace,  be  enaolec,  not 
only  to  hold  on  in  that  happy  way,  but  daily  to  grow  more 


active  in  it  l 

u  Nor  do  I  only  confecrate  all  that  I  am,  and  have,  to 
thy  fervice  ;  but  I  alfo  mod  humbly  refign  and  fubmit  10 
thine  holy  and  fovereign  will,  my  It  If,  and  all  that  I  can  call 
mine.  I  leave,  O  Lord,  to  thy  management  and  directi¬ 
on,  all  I  polfefs,  and  all  I  wifli  ;  and  let  every  enjoyment  ■ 
and  every  intereft  before  thee,  to  be  difpofed  of  as  thou 
pleafeft.  Continue,  or  remove,  what  thou  haft  given  me; 
bellow  or  refufe  what  I  imagine  I  want,  as  thou,  Lord, 
fhalt  lee  good  1  And  though  I  dare  not  fay  I  will  never  re¬ 
pine,  yet  I  hope  I  may  venture  to  fay  that  I  will  labour, 
not  only  to  fubmit,  but  to  acquiefce  ;  not  only  to  bear  what 
thou  do  eft  in  thy  moft  afflictive  difpenfations,  but  to  confent 
to  it;  and  to  praife  thee  for  it;  contentedly  refolding,  in 
all  that  thou  appointeft  for  me,  my  will  into  thine,  and  look¬ 
ing  on  myfelf  as  nothing,  and  on  thee,  O  God,  as  the  great 
eternal  All,  whofe  word  ought  to  determine  every  thing, 
and  whofe  government  ought  to  be  the  joy  of  the  whole 
rational  creation. 

44  Ufe  me,  O  Lord,  I  beleech  thee,  as  the  inftrument 
of  thy  glory,  and  honour  me  fo  far  as,  either  by  doing  or 
fttfFering  what  thou  (halt  appoint,  to  bring  fome  revenue  of 


praife  to  thee,  and  of  benefit  to  the  world  in  which  I  dweil  l 
And  may  it  pleafe  thee,  from  this  day  forward,  to  number 
me  among  44  thy  peculiar  people,  that  I  may  be  no  more  a 
4 ‘-ft ranger  and  foreigner,  but  a  fellow  citizen  with  the. 

(ji)  jfojh,  xx iv.  15. 
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“'faints,  and  of  the  houfehold  of  God  (a?)  !”  Re  vive  O 
heavenly  Father,  thy  returning  prodigal' !  Wafli  me  in ’the 
biood  of  thy  dear  Son  ;  ciolhe  me  with  his  perfect  righte- 
oufnefs  :  and  fanctify  me  throughout  by  the  power  of  thy 
Spirit  Deitroy,  I  beleech  thee,  more  and  more  the  power 
of  fin  in  mine  heart  !  transform  me  more  into  thine  own 
image,  and  fail] ion  me  to  the  refemblance  of  Jefus,  whom 
henceforward  I  would  acknowledge  as  my  teacher  and  fa- 
o ifice  ;  my  intercedfor  and  my  Lord  !  Communicate  to 
me,  I  beleech  thee,  all  needful  influences  of  thv  purifying,, 
thy  cheering,  and  thy  comforting  Spirit;  and  “  lift  up  that 
“light  of  thv  countenance  upon  me, which  will  put  the 
lublimefl.  joy  and  gladnels  into  my  foul  Ky)  l” 

ki  Ddpofe  nry  affair-:,  O  God,  in  a  manner  which  may 
be  moll  1  abler vient  to  thy  glory,  and  my  own  trued  happi- 
nels:  and  when  I  have  done  and  borne  thy  will  upon  earth, 
call  me  from  hence  at  what  time,  and  in  what  manner  thou 
plea  fed  :  only  grant,  that  in  my  dying  moments,  and  in  the 
near  profpedt  of  eternity,  I  may  remember  thefe  my  en¬ 
gagements  to-thee,  and  may  employ  my  lateh  breath  in  thy 
for vice  !  and  do  thou,  Lord,  when  thou  feed  the  agonies 
of  d idol ving nat lire  upon  me,  remember  this  covenant  too. 


even  though  I  fliould  then  be  incapable  of  recollecting  it  ! 
Look  down,  O  my  heaveniy  Father,  with  a  pitying  eye  up- 
*>n  ihy  languilhing,  thy  dying  child;  place  thine  everlad- 
ing  arms  under  me  tor  my  lupport ;  put  drength  and  confi¬ 
dence  in  my  departing  fpirit ;  and  receive  it  to  the  em¬ 


braces  of- bine  everlall'ng  love  1  Welcome  it  to  the  abodes 
“  of  them- t bat  deep  in  jefus  iz\r  to  wait  with  them  that 
g’oriou-.  day,  when  the  lad  of  thy  promiles  to  thy  covenant 
people  dial!  be  fulfilled  in  their  triumphant  refurreffion,  and 
that  u  abundant  entrance,’’  which  diall  be  “  aqminidered 
H  to  them'5  mo  that  everlading  k-ngdom  a  ,v  of  which 
f-liou  had  a  dure d -them  by  thy  covenant,  and  in.  the  hope  of 
which  I  now  lay  hold  on  it,  defiling  to  live  and  die  as  with 


mine  hand  on  that  hone 

4i  And  when  I  am  thus  numbered  among  the 
ail  the  hit e reds  of  mortality  are  over  with  me 


dead,  and 
for  ever. 


if  this  fokrnn  memorial  fhouid  chance  to  fall  into  the  Lands 


Eph.  'i.  to, 

1  Tfiejf.  iv.  w6. 


(y  ‘  Pfabn  iv 
(a)  2  Re*  *  i. 


I  L. 


chap,  17.  of  Religion  in  the  Son  j  $:l 

of  any  furviving  friends,  may  it  be  the  means  of  making  fe- 
rious  impreffions  on  their  minds  !  May  they  read  it,  not 
,only  as  my  language,  but  as  their  own  ?  and  learn  to  “  fear 
41  the  Lord  my  God,’’  and  with  me  u  to  put  their  trufl  un- 
“  der  the  fhadow  of  his  wings,”  for  time  and  for  eternity  ! 
And  may  they  alio  learn  to  adore  with  me  that  grace,  which 
inclines  our  hearts  to  enter  into  the  covenant,  and  conde- 
feends  to  admit  us  into  it  when  lo  inclined  ;  al'eribing  with 
me,  and  with  all  the  nations  of  the  redeemed,  to  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  glory,  honour  and: 
praife  which  is  fo  juftJy  due  to  each  divine  perion  for  the 
part  he  bears  in  this  illu  ftrions  work  !  A  men,** 


N.  B.  For  the  fake  of  thofe  who  may  think  the  preced¬ 
ing  form  offelf  dedication  too  long  to  be  tranferibed 
(or  it  is  probable  many  will)  I  have  at  the  defre  of 
a  much  efteemed  friend ,  added  the  following  abridg¬ 
ment  of  it,  which  Jhould  by  all  means  be  attentively 
weighed  in  every  clanje  before  it  be  executed  j  and  a- 
nyword  or  phrafe  which  may  J'ee?n  liable  to  excepti¬ 
on,  charged,  that  the  whole  heart  may  confent  to  it. 


M  Eternal  and  ever-bleffed  God  1  I  defre  to  prefent  mv- 
felf  before  thee  with  the  deeped:  humiliation  and  abate¬ 
ment  of  foul;  fenftble  how  unworthy  fueh  a  fnful  worn* 
is  to  appear  before  the  holy  majeffy  of  heaven,  “  the  King 
4t  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,’’  and  efpeciaUy  on  Inch  an 
occafion  as  this,  even  to  enter  into  a  covenant  tran  faction 
with  thee.  But  the  fcheme  and  plan  is  thine  own.  Thine 
infinite  condeicenfon  hath  offered  it  by  thy  Son,  and  thy 
grace  hath  inclined  my  heart  to  accept  of  it. 

“  I  come,  therefore,  acknowledging  myfelf  to  have  been 
a  great  offender;  fruiting  on  my  bread,  and  faying  with 
the  humble  Publican,  “  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  f inner  1” 

^  name  of  thy  Son,  and  wholly  tr  11  ding 
in  hi,  perfeft  right  eou  fiefs  ;  intreating  that,  for  his  fake^ 
thou  wilt  be  merciful  to  my  unnght.eourm-fs,  and  wilt  no 
.more  remember  my  fins.  Receive,  I  befeech  thee,  day  re¬ 
voked  creature,  who  is  now  c  mvwced  of  thy  right  to  him. 


v.'Tes  nom  :•  i>g  t  o  m  u  c  n  a  t  i 
i  Ins  day  do  I,  with  die  • 
*  •  1 1  ‘Ce»  /-  i  e * . y tin v e  a 


e  may  be  thine  ! 


w  ft  hd  enmity. 


lord 


I  Q 


V  i  v  ■— v  * 

t  * cl  i 


rendei 
have 
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had  dominion  over  me  ;  and  I  confecrate  to  thee  ail  that 
I  am,  and  all  that  I  have ;  the  faculties  of  my  mind,  the 
members  of  my  body,  my  worldly  poliellions,  my  time, 
and  my  influence  over  others ;  to  be  all  uled  entirely  for 
thy  glory,  and  refoiutely  employed  in  obedience  to  thy 
commands,  as  long  as  thou  continued:  me  in  life  ;  with  an 
ardent  defire  and  humble  refolutioh  to  continue  thine  thro 
all  the  endlefs  ages  of  eternity  ;  ever  holding  myfeif  in 
an  attentive  poflure  to  obierve  the  firft  intimations  of  thy 
will,  and  ready  to  fpring  forward,  with  zeal  and  joy,  to  the 
immediate  execution  of  it. 

u  To  thy  direction  alio  I  refign  myfeif,  and  all  I  am  and 
have,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  thee  in  fuch  a  manner  as  thou 
ill  a  It  in  thine  infinite  wifdom  judge  mod  fubfervient  to  the 
purpofes  of  thy  glory.  To  thee  I  leave  the  management 
of  all  events,  and  fay  without  relerve,  “  Not  my  will,  but 
u  thine  be  done  Vr  Rejoicing  with  a  loyal  heart  in  thine 
unlimited  government,  as  what  ought  to  be  ihe  delight  of 
the  whole  rational  creation. 

“  Ufe  me,  O  Lord,  I  befeech  thee,  as  an  indrument  of 
thy  fervice  1  Number  me  among  thy  peculiar  people  1  Let 
me  be  wadied  in  the  blood  ot  thy  dear  Son  1  let  me  be 
clothed  with  his  righteoufnefs  !  let  me  be  fan&ified  by  his 
Spirit  ?  Transform  me  more  and  more  into  his  image  ! 
Impart  to  me,  through  him,  all  needful  influences  of  thy 
purifying,  cheering,  and  comforting  Spirit  1  And  let  my 
life  be  fperit  under  thofe  influences,  and  in  the  light  of  thy 
gracious  countenance,  as  my  Father  and  my  God  1  “And 
k  when  the  folemn  hour  of  death  comes,  may  I  remember 

this  thy  covenant,  well  ordered  in  all  things  and  lure,  as 
“  all  my  falvatioti  and  all  my  defire  (a)/’  though  every  o- 
ther  hope  and  enjoyment  is  perifliing  f  And  do  thou,  O 
Lord,  remember  it  too  I  Look  down  with  pity,  O  mv  hea¬ 
venly  Father,  on  thy  languifliing  dying  child  !  Embrace  me 
in  thine  everlafling , arms  l  Put  drength  and  confidence  in¬ 
to  my  departing  fpirit!  and  receive  it  to  the  abodes  of  them 
that  deep  in  Jefus,  peacefully  and  joyfully  to  wait  tne  ac^ 
complidiment  of  thy  great  promife  to  all  thy  people,  even 
that  of  a  glorious  re  furred:  ion,  and  of  eternal  happinefs  in 
ihine  heavenly  prefence  !  And  if  any  fuvviving  friend  fhould, 

(&)  2  Sam,  xxui.  5. 
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when  I  am  in  the  dud,  meet  with  this  memorial  of  my  So¬ 
lemn  tranla.dions  with  thee,  may  he  make  the  engagement 
his  own  ;  and  do  thou  gracioufjy  permit  him  to  partake  in 
all  the  bleflings  of.thy  covenant,  through  Jelus  the  great  Me¬ 
diator  of  it  :  to  whom  with  thee,  O  Father,  and  the  Holv 
Spirit,  be  everlasting  praifes  alcribed,  by  all  the  millions 
who  are  thus  Saved  by  thee,  and  by  alhthole  other  celedial 
Spirits,  in  whole  work  and  bledednefs,  thou  lhalt  call  them- 
to  Share  !  Amen . 


C  U  A  P.  XVU1, 


Of  entering  into  C  hurch  -  com  muni  on ,  by  an  attendance 

upon  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

The  reader ,  being  already  fuppofed  to  have  entered  into  co¬ 
venant  with  God ,  §  1.  is  urged  publicly  to  Jeal  that  en¬ 
gagement  at  the  table  of  the  Lord,  §  2.  ( 1 ).  From  a- 

view  of  the  ends  for  which  that  ordinance  was  in ftitut- 
ed,  §  3.  ;  whence  its  uffulnefs  is  frongly  inferred ,  § 

4.  And,  (2).  From  the  authority  of  Chri ft" r  appoint¬ 
ment  i  which  is  folemnly  prejfed  on  the  confidence ,  § 

5.  Objections  from  apprehenftons  of  an  unfitnefs,  § 

6.  Weaknefs  of  grace,  <&c-  briefly  anfwered,  §7.  At 
leaft,j'erious  thoughts  on  this  fubjeCt  is  abjolutely  in- 
lifted  upon,  §  8.  The  chapter  isclofed  with  a  prayer 
for  one  who  defires  to  attend,  yet  finds  himfelf  prefed 
with  remaining  doubts. 

§  1.  T  HOPE  this  chapter  .will;  find  you,  by  a  mod  ex- 
A  prefs  confent.  become  one  of  God's  covenant- 
people,  folemnly  and  cordially  devoted  to  his  fervice  :  and 
it  is  my  hearty  prayer,  that  the  covenant  you  have  made 
on  earth  may  be  ratified  in  heaven.  But  for  your  farther 
indru&ion  and  edification,  give  me  leave  to  remind  you, 
that  our  Lord  Jelus  C  hr  iff  hath  appointed  a  peculiar  man¬ 
ner  of  exprefling  our  regard  to  him,  and  of  folemnly  re¬ 
newing  his  covenant  with  him,  which,  though  it  does  not 
forbid  any  other  proper  way  of  doing  it,  mud  by  no  means 
be  fet  afide  or  negle&ed  for  any  human  methods,  how  priK" 
dent  and  expedient  l'oever  they  may  appear  tons. 
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§  2.  Our  Lord  has  wifely  ordained,  that  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  fociety  Ihould  be  brought  into  religion  5  and  as, 
by  his  command,  profeffiag-  Chriftians  a/Temble  together 
for  other  atfts  of  public  worftip,  fo  he  has  been  plea  led  to 
inftiiute  a  focial  ordinance,  in  which  a  whole  affembly  of 
them  is  to  come  to  his  table,  and  there  to  eat  the  lame 
bread,  and  drink  the  lame  cup.  And  this  they  are  to  do  as 
a  token  ot  their  aifeiVionate  remembrance  of  his  dying  love, 
of  their  folemn  lurrender  of  themfelves  to  God,  and  of  their 
lincere  Jove  to  one  another,  and  to  all  their  fellow  Chrifli- 
ans. 

f  3.  That  thefe  are  indeed  the  great  ends  of  the  Lord’s 

lupper,  I  fhall  not  now  flay  to  argue  at  large _ You  need 

only  read  what  the  apoflie  Paul  has  written  in  the  tenth 
and  eleventh  chapters  of  his  firft  Epiftle  to  the  Corinthians 
to  convince  you  fully  of  this.  He  there  exprefsly  tells  us,, 
that  our  Lord  commanded  the  bread  to  be  eaten,  and  the 
wine  to  be  drank  in  remembrance  of  him  (a-),  or  as  a  com¬ 
memoration  or  memorial  of  him  j  fo  that,  as  often  as  we 
attend  this  inftitution,  we  Plow  forth  our  Lord’s  death, 
which  we  are  to  do  even  until  he  come  again  (b).  And 
it  is  particularly  aliened,  That  the  c lip  is  the  New  Tefta- 
ment  in  1ns.  blood  (c)  ;  that  is,  k  is  a  leal  of  that  covenant 
whicn  Was  ratified  by  his  blood.  Now,  it  is  evident  that, 
in  Confluence  of  this,  we  ar>  to  approach  it  with  a  view 
to  that  covenant,  deflring  its  bie flings,  and  refolding  by  di¬ 
vine  grace,  to  comply  with  its  demands.  On  the  whole, 
therefoie,  as  theapoftle  fpeaks,  we  have  communion  in  the 
body  and  the  blood  of  GhrJft  ( dj  ;  and  partaking  of  bista¬ 
ble,  and  of  his  cup,  we  converfe  with  Chrift,  and  join  Otir- 
felves  to  him  as  his  people  ;  as  the  Heathens  had,  in  their 
idolatrous  rites,  communion  with  their  deities,  and  joined 
themfelves  to  them  ;  and  the  Jews  by  earing  their  faerifees, 
converted  with  Jehovah,  and  joined  themfelves  to  him.  He 
farther  reminds  them,  that  though  many,  they  were  u  one 
u  bread  and  one  body,  being  all  partakers  of  that  one  bread 
u  (<?',”  and  being  44  all  made  to  drink  into  one  fpirit  (f 
that  is,  meeting  together  as  they  were  but  one  family,  and 
joining  in  the  commemoration  of  that  one  blood  which  was. 

(a)  1  Cor.  xi.  24,25.  (b)  Ver  26.  (c)  Ver.  25. 

(d)  Cor.  x.  16.  (e)  1  Cor\  x.  1.7.  [f')  1  Ccr.  xli.  13.,. 
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dieir  common  ranfom,  and  of  the  Lordjefus  their  common 
head.  Now,  it  is  evident,  all  tbel'e  reaions  are  applicable 
to  Giirii tiati3  in  fncceeding  ages.  Permit  me,  therefore, 
by  the  authority  of  our  div  ne  M  after,  prel's  upon  you  the 
obi'ervation  of  this  precept. 

§  4.  And  let  me  allb  urge  it,  from  the  apparent  ten- 
tency  which  it  has  to  promote  your  trued:  advantage.  You 
are  letting  out  in  the  Ghriftian  life  :  and  I  have  reminded 
you  at  large  of  the  opp option  you  mult  exped  to  meet 
with  in  it.  It  is  the  loye  of  Chrift  which  mull  animate  you 
to  break  through  all.  What  then  can  be  more  deflrable 
than  to  bear  about  with  you  a  lively  fenfe  of  it  ?  and  what 
can  awaken  that  fenfe  more  than  t  e  contemplation  of  his 
death  as  there  reprelented  1  Who  can  behold  the  bread 
broken  and  the  wine  poured  out,  and  not  reded  how  the 
body  of  the  blelled.  Jeftis  was  even  torn  in  pieces  by  his 
furferings,  and  his  facred  blood  poured  forth  like  water 
jon  the  ground  ?  Who  can  think  of  the  heart-rending  ago¬ 
nies  ot  the  Son  of  God,  as, the  price  of  our  redemption  and 
falvation,  and  not  feel  his  foul  melted  with  tendernefs, 
and  Mamed  with  great  aftedion  ?  What  an  exalted  view 
doth  it  give  11s  of  the  bledings  of  the  gofpel  covenant,  when 
we  consider  it  as  44  eftabliilied  in  the  blood  of  God's  only 
44  begotten  Son?'’  and  when  we  make  our  approach  to 
God,  as  our  heavenly  father,  and  give  up  ourfelv.es  to  his 
fervlce  in  this  loietnn  manner,  what  an  awful  tendency  bias 
it  tet  hx.the  cpnvidion,  that o44  we  are  not  our  owd,  being 
*4  bought  with  fucii  a  price  (g)  ?”  What  a  tendency  has 
h  to  guard  again  11  every. temptation  to  thole  fins  which  we 
have  fo  folemnly  renounced,  and  to  engage  our  fidelity  to 
him  to  whom  we  have  44~  hound  our  fouls  as  with  an  oath  ?■” 
Well  may  4<  our  hearts  be  knit  together  in  mutual  love (/;),” 
When  44  we  conftder  our  ft  Ives  as  .one  in  Cirri  ft  (/)  his 
blood  becomes  die  cement  of  the  fociety,  joins  us  in  dpi  r  it, 
not  only  t<?  each  other,  but  44  to  ail  that  i«, every  place  cad 
44  upon  the  name  ofjefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  both  theirs  and 
d  ours  .,(&).  :v  and  we  anticipate,  in  pleaftrg  hope,  that 
blelled  day,  when  the  aftembly  /hall  be  complete,  and  we 
ftiall  all 44 be  for  ever  wk.h the  Lord  (/j.”  Well  may  thef> 

fe)  1  Cor.  vi.  ig,  20i  (h)Col.  ii.  \i:  /. ■j.VGai. ;;;.  20. 

[k)  !  Cor.  u  ...  (/)  r  Thsf.  \v.  17„ 
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views  engage  us  44  to  deny  ourfelves  and  to  take  up  our 
erofs  and  follow  our  crucified  Mafter  ym)  well  may 
they  engage  us  to  do  our  utmoft  by  prayer,  and  all  other 
fuitable  endeavours,  to  ferve  his  followers  and  liis  friends ; 
to  ferve  thole  whom  he  hath  purchafed  with  his  blood,  and 
who  are  to  be  his  aflociates  and  ours  in  the  glories  of  an 
happy  immortality. 

5.  It  is  alio  the  exprefs  inftitution  and  command  of 
our  b.efled  Redeemer,  that  the  members  of  fuch  focietie.; 
fhould  be  tenderly  fol’citous  for  the  Spiritual  welfare  of 
each  other  ;  and  that  on  the  whole,  his  churches  may  bo 
kept  pure  and  holy,  that  they  fhould  “  withdraw  them felves 
“  from  every  brother  that  walketh  diforderly  (n)  f  that 
they  fhould  “  mark  Inch  as  caule  offences  or  fcandals  a- 
“  mOng  them,  contrary  to  the  dodlrine  which  they  have 
44  learned,  and  avoid  them  (0)  that  if  any  obey  not 
the  word  of  drift  by  his  apofKes,  they  fhould  have  no 
feliowfhlp  or  communion  with  Rich,  that  they  may  be  a- 
fhamed  p)  ;  that  they  fhould  not  eat  with  fuch  as  are  no- 
forioufly  irregular  in  their  behaviour  ;  but,  on  the  contrary 
fhould  put  away  from  among  themfelves  fuch  wicked  pei- 
fons  (  q)-  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  the  inflitution  of 
fuch  focieties  is  greatly  for  the  honour  of  Chriflianity,  and 
for  the  advantage  of  its  particular  profeffor >,  and  confe- 
quently,  every  confideration  of  obedience  to  our  common 
Lord,  and  .of  prudent  regard  to* -our  own  benefit,  and  that 
of  our  brethren,  wid  requ  re  that  thole  who  love  the  Lord 
Jefus  Cirri  (Lin  [incerlty,.  fliould  enter  into  them,'  and  af- 
Jfemble  among,  them  in  their  molt  folemn  and  peculiar  acts 
of  communion  at  his  table. 

'  §  6-  I  entreat  you,  therefore,  and,  if  I  may  prefume  to 

fay  it,  nil  bis  name,  arid  by  his  authority,  I  charge  it  on 
your  con icieUiCe,  that  this  precept  of  our.  dying  Lord  g6 
not  as  it  were,  for  nought  with  you;  but  that,  bf  you  in¬ 
deed  love  him,  you  keep  this  as  well  as  the  reft  of  his  com¬ 
mandments  - 1  know  you  may  be"  ready  to  form  objec¬ 

tions.,  I  have  elfewhere  debated  many  of  the  chief  of 
them  at  large,  and  I  hope  not  without  fome  good  ef- 

(m)  Mat.  xxvi.  24.  («)  2  Thef.  Hi.  6.  ( e'  Rom.  xvi.  17. 

(p)  2  Thejf*  ii.  4.  (?)  t  Tor,  v.  1 1,  13. 
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Fed*.  The  great  queftion  is  that  which  relates  to  your  be¬ 
ing  prepared  for  a  worthy  attendance  :  and,  in  conjuncti¬ 
on  with  what  hath  been  fa  id  before,  I  thin  n  that  may  be 
brought  to  a  very  fhort  iffue.  Have  you,  lo  far  as  you  Know 
your  own  heart,  been  tin  cere  in  that  debbeiaie  lunciicier 
of  your  fell  to  God  through  G  bribe,  which  I  recommenued 
in  the  former  chapter  ?  If  you  have  ^whether  itveie  with 
or  without  the  particular  lonn  or  mannei  or  doing  it  theie 
recommended)  you  have  certainly  taken  hold  cl  the  cove¬ 
nant,  and  therefore  have  a  right  to  the  leal  o!  it.  And 
there  is  not,  and  cannot  be,  any  other  view  of  the  ordi¬ 
nance  in  which  you  can  have  any  farther  objection  to  it. 
Xf  you  defire  to  remember  Chrift’s  death,  if  you  defire  to 
renew  the  dedication  ofyourfelf  to  God  through  him,  if  you 
would  bib  yourfelf  among  his  people,  if  you  would  love 
them,  and  do  them  good  according  to  your  ability  ;  and, 
on  the  whole,  would  not  allow  yourfelf  in  the  pra&ice  of 
any  one  known  tin,  or  in  the  omitlion  of  any  one  known  du¬ 
ty,  then  I  will  venture  confidently  to  fay,  not  only  that  you 
will  be  welcome  to  the  ordinance,  but  that  it  was  inflituted 
for  Rich  as  you. 

§  7.  As  for  other  objections,  a  few  words  might  fuffice, 
by  way  of  reply.  The  weaknefs  of  the  religious  principle 
i  11  yoar  foul,  if  it  be  really  implanted  there,  is  fo  tar  from 
being  an  argument  againtl  your  feeking  Inch  a  method  to 
lirengthen  it,  that  it  rather  flrongly  inforces  the  necebky 

of  doing  it _ The  neglect  of  this  fokmriity,  by  fo  many 

that  call  themfelves  Ghriftians,  fhould  rather  engage  you 
fo  much  the  more  to  diftinguifh  your  zeal  for  an  inflituti- 
on,  in  this  refpect  fo  much  flighted  and  injured.  And  as  for 
the  fears  of  aggravated  guilt  in  cafe  of  apoflaiy,  do  not  in¬ 
dulge  them.  This  may,  by  the  divine  blehing,  be  an  ef¬ 
fectual  remedy  again  ft  the"  evil  you  fear ;  and,  it  is  certain, 
that  after  what  you  mu  ft  already  have  known  and  felt,  be¬ 
fore  you  could  be  brought  into  your  prefent  fituation  on 
the  fuppofitions  I  have  now  been  making)  there  can  be  no 
room  to  think  of  a  retreat  ;  no  room,  even  for  the  wretched 
hope  of  being  lefs  miferable  than  the  generality  of  thole 

*  See  the  fourth  of  my  fermons  to  young  per  font  ;  viz. 
The  Young  Chriftian  invited  to  an  early  Attendance  on 
the  Lord's  T able. 
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that  have  periflied.  Your  fcheme,  therefore,  rr.uR  be 
tnake  your  falvation  as  fure,  and  to  make  it  as  glorious 
poflible  :  and  I  know  not  any  appointment  of  cur  Lielh 
Redeemer  which  may  have  a  more  comfortable  afpeX  11] 
on  that  ble/ed  end  than  this  which  I  am  now  recommem 
jng  to  you. 

§  8.  One  thing  I  would  at  leaR  infiR  upon,  and  I  ft 
not  with  what  face  it  can  be  denied.  I  mean.  That  vc 
Should  take  this  matter  into  a  ferious  con/deration ;  th 
you  fhould  diligently  inquire,  whether  you  have  reaion 
yout  confcience  to  believe  it  is  the  will  of  God,  you  ihou 
now  approach  to  the  ordinance,  or  nor :  and  that  you  ihou 
continue  your  reflexions,  your  inquiries,  and  your  prayer 
till  you  find  farther  encouragement  to  come,  if  that  encot 
ragement  be  hitherto  wanting.  For  of  this  be  allured,  tli 
a  Rate  in  which  you  are  on  the  whole  unfit  to  approach  th 
ordinance,  is  a  Rate  in  which  von  are  deRituie  of  the  nece 
/ary  preparation  for  death  and  heaven  :  in  which,  then 
fore,  if  you  would  not  allow  yourfelves  to  (lumber  on  tl 
brink  of  deRruXioiij  you  ought  not  to  reR  fo  much  asoi 
/ingle  night. 

A  Prayer  for  ene  who  earneftly  de fires  to  approach 
the  Table  of  the  Lord ,  yet  has  fome  remaining  Doul 
concerning  his  right  to  that  foie  inn  Ordinance . 

BLESSED  Lord,  I  adore  thy  wife  and  gracious  appoin 
ments  for  the  edification  of  thy  church  in  holinels  ai 
in  love.  I  thank  thee  that  thou  haft  commanded  thyfe 
vants  to  form  themfelves  into  focieties  ;  and  I  adore  n 
gracious  Saviour  who  hath  inRituted,  as  with  his  dyir 
breath,  the  holy  folemnity  of  his  Ripper,  to  be  through  s 
ages  a  memorial  of  his  dying  love,  and  a  bond  of  that  ur 
on,  which  it  is  his  fovere-ign  plealure  that  his  people  Riot 
preferve.  I  hope  thou,  Lord,  art  witnefs  to  the  /need 
with  which  I  defire  to  give  myfelf  up  to  thee  ;  and  that 
may  call  thee  to  record  on  mv  foul,  that  if  I  now  he/m 
about  this  particular  manner  of  do;ng  it,  it  is  not  becaufe 
would  allow  myfelf  to  break  any  of  thy  commands,  or 
.flight  any  of  thy  favours.  I  trufl,  thou  knoweR,  that  n 
prefent  delay  arifes  only  from  an  uncertainty  as  t©  mv  ov 
iuty,  and  a  fear  of  profaning  holy  things  by  an  un wort! 
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pproach  to  them-  Yet  lurely,  O  Lord,  if  thou  ball  given 
le  a  reverence  for  thy  command,  a  defire  ol  communion 
mh  thee,  and  a  willingnefsto  devote  rnyfelf  wholly  to  thy 
ervice,  I  may  regard  it  as  a  token  lor  good,  that  thou  art 
[ifpofed  to  receive  me,  and  that  I  am  not  wholly  unqualifi¬ 
ed  for  an  ordinance  which  I  fo  highly  honour,  and  fo  ear- 
lefily  delire.  I,  therefore,  make  it  mine  humble  reqtiefl 
imo  thee,  O  Lord,  this  day,  that  thou  wouldeft  gracicuily 
>e  pleated  to  inftrucl  me  in  mv  duty,  and  to  u  teach  me 
4  the  way  which  I  fhould  take  1  Examine  me,  O  Lord, 

4  and  prove  me,  try  my  reins  and  my  heart  (r)  !”  Is  there 
my  fecret  fill,  to  the  love  and  practice  of  which  I  would  in- 
lulge  ?  Is  there  any  of  thy  precepts,  in  the  habitual  breach 
>f  which  I  would  ailow  rnyfelf  ?  I  trull  I  can  appeal  to  thee 
is  a  witnefs  that  there  is  not.  Let  me  not  then  wrong 
nine  own  foul  by  a  caufelefs  and  finful  abfence  from  thy 
acred  table  1  But  grant,  O  Lord,  I  beleech  thee,  that  thv 
vord,  thy  providence,  and  thy  Spirit,  may  fo  concur,  as  to 
nake  my  way  plain  before  me  (s)  !  Scatter  my  remaining 
loubts,  if  thou  fee ll  they  have  no  juft  foundation  1  Fill  me 
vith  a  more  afi ured  faith,  with  a  more  ardent  love ;  and 
slead  thine  own  caufe  with  my  heart  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
hat  I  may  not  be  able  any  longer  to  delay  that  approach, 
tfhich,  if  I  am  thy  fervant  indeed,  is  equal!}  my  duty  and 
my  privilege  1  In  the  mean  time,  grant  th<t,  ?  may  never 
i>e  long  out  of  my  thoughts ;  but  that  I  may  give  all  dili¬ 
gence,  if  there  be  any  remaining  occafion  of  doubt,  to  re¬ 
hove  it  by  a  more  affe&ionate  concent  to  avoid  whatever 
<?  difpleafing  to  the  eyes  of  thine  holinefs,  and  to  practice 
:he  full  extent  of  my  duty  !  May  the  views  of  Chrift  cruci- 
led  be  fo  familiar  to  my  mind,  and  may  a  fenfe  of  his  dying 
love  fo  powerfully  conftrain  my  foul,  that  my  own  growing 
;xperience  may  put  it  out  of  all  queftion,  that  I  am  one  of 
hofe  for  whom  he  intended  this  feaft  of  love. 

And  even  now,  as  joined  to  thy  churchesin  fpirit  and  in 
ove*  though  not  in  fo  exprefs  asid  intimate  a  bond  as  I 
:ould  wifh,  would  I  heartily  pray,  that  thy  44  blefilng  may7 
14  be  on  all  thy  peaple  l’’  that  thou  44  wouldeft  feed  thine 
4  heritage,  and  lift  them  up  for  ever  (t)  l”  May  every' 
Ghrftiian  fociety  fiouriih  in  knowledge^  in  holinefs,  and  in 

V)  Pfalmzxvl'  a*  (/)  Prov.xv*  19.  ( t )  Pfahnxxvui.  9.. 
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love  \  May  all  u  thy  pried:?  be  clothed  with  fa'lvation,”  that 
by  their  means  u  thy  chofen  people  may  be  made  joyful 
“  (u)  l’’  and  may  there  be  a  glorious  acceflion  to  thy 
churches  every  whete,  of  thofe  who  may  “fly  to  them  a^a 
“  cloud,  and  as  doves  to  their  windows  ('#}  1  '  May  “•  thy 
“  table,”  O  Lord,  be  “  furni/Led  with  gucfts  i  y;  $”  and 
may  all  that  u  love  thy  falvation  lay,  Let  the  Lord  be  mag- 
“  nifed,  who  hath  pleafure  in  the  prosperity  of  his  lervants 
i'z  1’  And  I  earnedly  pray,  that  all  who  profefs  to  have 
received  Chrift  Jehus  the  Lord,  may  be  duly  careful  to  walk 
in  him  (a'  ;  and  that  we  may  all  be  preparing  foi  thege-' 
neral  afembly  of  the  fir  ft  born,  and  may  join  in  that  nobler 
and  immediate  worfh'p,  where  ail  theie  types  and  fhadows 
fhall  be  la  d  afide  ;  where  even  theft  memorials  fhall  be  no 
longer  neceffary,  but  a  living,  prefent  Redeemer,  fhall  be 
the  e.verlaftiiig  joy  of ihbfe  who  here  in  his  abfence  have  de¬ 
lighted  to  commemorate  his  death  !  Amen. 

N.  B.  I  purpofed  to  have  addedfome  thing  here  concerning 
a  regular  approach  to  the  Lord  s  table,  a proper  attend¬ 
ance  upon  it ,  andfuitable  reflections  after  it :  but  I  find' 
/  this  Work  will  fwell  under  my  hand  beyond  what  I  at 
fir  ft ex  petted;  and  therefore ,  as  the fe  articles  have  been 
handled  by fo  many  valuable  writers,  I  chitje  to  refer  to- 
them,  and  particularly  to  Dr.  Earle’s  Sacramental  Ex- 
ercifes,  and  Mr.  Grove’s  Devotional  Exercifes,  relating 
to  the  Lord's  flapper  :  books,  which  I  think  remarka¬ 
bly  excellent  in  their  kind ,  and  which  may  be  had  at  ve¬ 
ry  eafy  rates .  Yet  for  the  farther  afi fiance  of  devout 
communicants,  I  have  fome  thoughts  of  piiblifntrg  a 
(mall  volume  qffacramental  meditations  on  j elect  texts 
of  Scripture,  if  God  '/pare  me  to  finifli  my  Expnfitrori 
on  the  New  Teftanient,  and  fome  other  pieces  which  I 
have  now  on  hand. 


T '/aim  cxxxii.  1  6.  (x)  Jja.  lx. 
(z)  Pfalm  xxxv.  27. 
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CHAP  XIX . 


Some  particular  Directions  for  maintaining  continual  Com¬ 
munion  with  God,  or  being  in  his  Fear  all  the  Day  long. 

A  letter  to  a  pious  friend  on  this  fubjeCl  introduced  here , 

§  1 .  A  general  plan  cf  directions,  §  2.  [I.]  Per  the 
beginning  of  the  day,  §  3,  (1.)  Lifting  up  the  heart  to 
God  at  our  fir  ft  awakening,  §  4.  (2}  Setting  ourfelves 
to  the  fecret  devotions  of  the  morning  ;  with  ref  pelt  to 
which  particular  advices  are  given,  §  5.  —  to.  [II •  ] 

For  the  progrefs  of  The  day ,  Oi.  Directions  are  given 
concerning,  ;  i.)  Serioufinefs  in  devotion,  §  r  2.  (2.) 
Dilligence  inbitjlnefs,  $  13.  (3.)  Prudence  in  recrea¬ 
tions, §  14.  (4.)  Obfervation  of  Providences,  §  15.  (5.) 
W  atchfuluefs  again  ft  temptations,  §16.  (6.)  Depend¬ 
ence  on  divine  influences  §  17.  (7.)  Government  of 
the  thought sg  when  in  folitude,  §  18.  (8.)  Manage * 
of  difcourfe  in  company,  §  19.  [III.]  Ffr  the 
conclufion  of  the  day,  §  20.  (1.)  IF/M  the  fecret  devo¬ 
tions  of  the  evening,  §21.  Directions  for felf  examina¬ 
tion  at  large ,  §22,23.  (2. )  Lying  down  with  a  pro¬ 
per  temper,  §  24.  Conclufion  of  the  letter,  §25.  and 
of  the  chapter ,  §  26.  With  a  ferious  view  of  death,  pro¬ 
per  to  be  taken  at  the  clofe  of  the  day . 

§  1.  T  WOULD  hope  that,  upon  ferious  confideration,  - 
A  { elf-examination,  and  prayer,  the  reader  may  by 
this  time  be  come  to  a  refolution  to  attend  the  table  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  feal  his  vows  there.  I  will  now  fuppofe  that 
foiemn  t  ran  fa  ft  ion  to  be  over,  or  fbme  other  deliberate  aft 
to  have  palled.,  by  which  he  has  given  himfeif  up  to  the 
fervice  of  God  ;  and  that  his  concern  now  is  to  enquire  how 
he  may  aft  according  to  the  vows  which  are  upon  him. 
Now  for- his  further  alb  (lance  here,  befidesthe  general  view 
I  have  already  given  of  the  Chriftian  temper  and  charafter, 
I  will  propofe  fome  more  paiticular  directions  relating  to 
maintaining  that  devout,  {piritual,  and  heavenly  charafter, 
which  may,  in  the  language  of  Scripture,  be  called  u  A 
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“'daily  walking  with-  God  5  or,  being  in  his  fear  all  the 
“  day  long  [a).”  And  I  know  not  how  I  can  exprefs  the 
idea  and  plan  which  I  have  formed  of  this  in  a  more  clear 
Jtnd  dihind  manner  than  I  did  in  a  letter,  which  1  wrote 
many  years  ago  *  to  a  young  perfon  of  eminent  piety, 
witii  whom  I  had  then  an  intimate  friendfhip  ,*  and  who, 
to  the  great  grief  of  all  that  knew  hint,  died  a  few  months 
alter  he  leceived  it.  ^  et  I  hope  he  lived  long  enough  to 
1  educe  the  diiedions  into  pradice,  which  I  wifh  and  pray 
that  every  reader  may  do,  fo  far  as  they  may  properly  fuit 
his  capacities  and  circumftance$  in  life,*  confidering  it  as  if 
add  re  lied  to  himfelf, — I  lay,  ^and  defire  it  may  be  obfer- 
ved  j  that  I  wifli  my  reader  may  ad  on  thefe  diredions  fo 
far  as  they  may  properly  fuit  his  capacities  and  circum- 
itances  in  life  5  foi  I  would  be  far  from  laying  down  the 
following  particulars  as  univerfaJ  rules  for  all,  or  for  any 
one  perfon  in  the  world  at  all  times.  Let  them  be  pradif- 
ed  by  thole  that  are  able,  and  when  they  have  leifure ;  and 
when  you  cannot  reach  them  all,  come  as  near  the  mod 
important  of  them  as  you  conveniently  can.— With  this 
pre  caution  I  proceed  to  the  letter,  which  I  would  hope  af¬ 
ter  this  previous  care  to  guard  again  ft  the  danger  of  mis¬ 
taking  it,  will  not  difcourage  any  the  weakeft  Chriftian. 
Let  us  humbly  and  cliearfully  do  our  beft,  and  rejoice  that 
>ve  have  fo  gracious  a  Father,  who  knows  all  our-  infirmi¬ 
ties,  and  fo  compaflionate  an  High  Prieft  to  recommend  to 
divine  acceptance  the  feebleft  efforts  of  iincere  duty  and 
love  ! 

My  Dear  Friend, 

Since  vou  defire  my  thoughts  in  writing,  and  at  large,, 
f>n  the  fubjed  of  our  late  converfation,  viz.  “  By  what 
particular  methods,  in  our  daily  condud,  a  life  of  devoti- 
©n  and  ufefulnefs  may  be  moft  happily  maintained  tni  fe- 
cured  ?”  I  fet  myfelf  with  chearfulnefs  to  recoiled  and  di- 
gcft  the  hints  which  I  then  gave  you,  hoping  it  may  be  of 
foine  fejvice  to  you  in  your  moft  important  intereft,  and 
may  alfct  fix  011  my  own  mind  a  deeper  fenfe  of  my  obliga- 

(a)  Prov.  xxiii.  17. 

^  B.  It  was  in  the  year  1727. 
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tions  to  govern  my  own  life  by  the  rules  I  offer  to  others. 

I  efteem  attempts  of  this  kind  among  the  pleafanteft 
fruits,  and  the  fureit  cements  of  friendship  ;  and,  as  I  hope 
ours  will  lafc  for  ever,  I  am  perfuaded  a  mutual  care  to 
cherifh  fentiments  of  this  kind  will  add  everlafting  endear¬ 
ments  to  it. 

§  2  The  directions  you  will  expert  from  me  on  this  oc- 

cafion  naturally  divide  themfelves  into  three  heads _ How 

we  are  to  regard  God - in  the  beginning - the  pro- 

grefs - -and  the  clofe  of  the  day.  I  will  open  my  heart 

freely  to  you  with  regard  to  each,  and  will  leave  you  to 
judge  how  far  thefe  hints  may  fuit  your  circumflances  ; 
aiming  at  leaf!  to  keep  between  the  extremes  of  a  fuper- 
ftitious  ftrirtnefs  in  trifles,  and  of  an  indolent  remiflnefs, 
which,  if  admitted  in  little  thing--,  may  draw  after  it  cri¬ 
minal  neglerts,  and  at  length  yet  more  criminal  indulgen- 
cies. 


§  3-  [!•]  In  the  beginning  of  the  day,  it  fhould  cer¬ 
tainly  be  our  care, — to  lift  up  our  hearts  to  God  as  foon  as 
we  awake,  and  while  we  are  riling, — and  then  to  fet  our- 

felves  ier'ouflv  and  immediately  to  the  fecret  devotions  of 
the  morning. 

§  4.  for  the  firft  of  thefe,  it  feems  exceedingly  natu- 
ral.^  There  are  fo  many  things  that  may  fuggeft  a  great 
variety  of  pious  reflections  and  ejaculations,  which  are  f# 
obviom,  that  one  would  think  a  ferious  mind  could  hardly 
mils  them.  The  eaie  and  cheerfulnefs  of  our  mind  at 
our  fxrft  awakening;  the  refrefhment  we  find  from  deep; 
the  fecunty  we  have  enjoyed  in  that  defencelefs  (late  ;  the 
provifion  of  warm  and  decent  apparel ;  the  cheerful  light 
of  the  returning  fun  ;  or  (what  is  not  unfit  to  mention  to 
you(  the  contrivances  of  Art,  taught  and  furniffced  by  the 
great  Author  of  all  our  conveniences,  to  fupply  us  "with 
many  ufeful  hours  of  life  in  the  abfence  of  the  fun  ;  the 
hope  of  returning  to  the  dear  fociety  of  our  friends ;  the 
prolpert  of  fpending  another  day  in  the  fervice  of  God,'  and 
the  improvement  of  our  own  minds;  and  above  a  11.  the 
lively  hope  of  a  joyful  refurrert'on  to  an  eternal  day  of  hap. 
pmefs  and  glory  !  Any  of  thefe  particulars,  and  many 
more,  which  I  do  not  mention,  may  furnifh  us  with  matter 
®fpleafing  reflection,  and  cheerful  praife,  while  we  are  ri- 
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£ing  And  for  our  farther  kfliftance,  when  we  are  alone 
at  this  tune,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  fpeak  fornetirnes  te> 
curfelves,  and  lbmetimes  to  our  heavenly  Father,  in  the  na¬ 
tural  expreffions  of  joy  and  rhankfuinels.  Permit  me,  Sir, 
to  add,  that  if  we  iind  our  hearts  in  fuch  a  frame  at  our 
firft  awakening,  even  that  is  juft  matter  of  praife,  and  the 
rather, k  as  perhaps  it  is  an  anfwer  to  the  prayer  with  which 
we  laydown. 

§  5.  For  the  exercife  of  fecret  devotion  in  a  morning, 
which  I  hope will  generally,  be  our  firft  work,  I  cannot 
prefcribc  an  exaft:  method  to  another.  You  muft,  my  dear 
friend,  confuit  your  own  tafte  in  i'onie  meafure  The  con- 
ftituent  parts  of  the  fervice  are,  in  the  general,  plain.  Were 
I  to  propole  a  particular  model  for  thofe,  who  have  half, . 
or  three  quarters  of  an  hour  at  command  (which,  with 
prudent  conduft,  L  fuppofe  moft  may  have)  it  fliould  be 
this  : .  '  . 

§  6.  To  begin  the  dated  devotions  of  the  day  with  a  fo— 
lemti  act  of  praiie,  offered  to  God  on  our  knees,  and  gene¬ 
rally  with  a  low,  yet  diftina  voice,  acknowledging  the 
mercies  we  had  been  reflecting  on  while  riling;  never  for¬ 
getting  to  mention  Chrift,  as  the  great  foundation  of  all  our 
enjoyments  and,  our  hopes,  or  to, return  .thanks  for  the  in¬ 
fluences  of  the  bleffed  Spirit,  which  have  led  our  hearts  to 
God,  or  are  then  engaging  us  to  leek  him-  This,  as  well 
as  other  o dice 5.  of  devotion  afterwards  mentioned,  muft  be 
done  attentively  and.  fmcerely  ;  for,  not  to  offer  oar  praiies 
heanily,-  is  in  the  fight  of  God,  not  to  praiie  him  at  all. 
Tale  ad  .ire ft  of  praife  may  properly  be  concluded  with  an 
x  rrs  ft  re  1  r.v  il  of  pur  covenant  w  ithGod,decliring  our  eon  -  • 
tinned  repeated  refaction  of  being  devoted  to  him,  and 
particularly  of  living  to  hjsglhr y  the'  enfuiug  day. 

§  7.  It  may  be.  proper,  after  rlfs,  to  take  a  profpefl  of 
the  day  before  us,  fo'far  a?  we  can  properly  fore  fee,  in  the 
pen^ !  where  and  how  it  . may  be  fpent ;  and  ferioudy  to 
refde  ft  How  Oull  I  envoy  niyfelf  for  God  this  day? 
Whaftbuftneft  is  to  be  done,  and  in  what  order  ?  What 
opportunities  may  I  expeA,  either  of  doing,  or  of  receiving 
good  ?  What  temptation?  am  I  like  to  He  aflaulted  with, 
hi  ahv  olace,  company,  or  circut.tfta.icc,  which  may  pro- 
bab'v  oeciir  ? I  a  wiia-  'uftances  have  I  lately  failed  r  and  how 

fliall  I  be  fafeftnow?’’ 
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§  8.  After  this-  review,  it  will  be  proper  to  offer  up  a 
flior-t prayer,  Legging,  that  God  would  ou  tfit;  us  to  tach 
of  the.e  foreieen  dut  eQ  ;  that  he  Would  foitity  us  againd 
each  of  t-hefe  apprehended  dangers  ;  that  he  woinc.  giant  us 
fucceis  in  iuch  or  iuch  a  blit  uels unt.trtvaken  fot  his  gmiy  j 
and  alfo  that  he  woitlo  1> e ]p  us  to  uncover  and  impiove  on- 
forefeen  opportunities,  to  1  el  ft  un expedite  ttn  ptai  em.  and 
to  bear  patiently  and  religioufly  any  add  ft  ions  which  may 
iurr rife  us  in  the  day  on  which  we  are  entering. 

§  9.  I  would  advile  you  after  this  to  teau  iome  portion 
of  icrlpture ;  not  a  great  deal,  nor  the  whole  Bd.de  in.  its 
courJe  ;  but  iome  Jeledt  left 011s  out  of  its  moil  uiefuJ  pants j 
perhaps  ten  or  twelve  verfes ;  nor  troubling  yourfeli  much 
about  the  exadt  connexion,  or  other  cri’.icai  niceties  which 
may  occur  though  at  other  times  I  would  recommend 
them  to  your  inquiry,  as  you  have  ability  and  opportunity;) 
but  confidering  them  merely  in  a  devotional  and  a  practical 
view.  Here  take  inch  indru&ions  as  readily  prefent  them- 
fefves  to  your  thoughts,  repeat  the^n  over  to  your  own  con- 
feience,  and  charge  your  heart  religioufly  to  obfervethem, 
and  act  upon  them  under  *a  lenle  of  the  divine  authority 
which  attends  them.  Andif  you  pray -over  the  fubflance  of 
this  Scripture,  with  your  Bible  open  before  von,  it  may  im¬ 
press  your  memory  and  your  heart  yet  more  deeply,  and 
may  form  you  to  a  cepioufnefs  and  variety  both  of  thought 

and  expreilion  in  prayer.  •  ' 

§  10.  It  might  be  proper  to  dole  the fe  devotions  with  a 
pfalm  or  hymn  ;  and  I  rejoice  with  you,  that  through  the 
pious  care  of  Dr.  Watts,  and  feme  other  fa  ere d  poets, 
we  are  provided  with  lb  rich  a  variety  for  the  abidance  of 
tlie  clofet  and  family  on  thefe  occaiions,  as  well  as  for  the 
feryice  of  the  fanduary. 


§  11.  [H-]  The  mod  material  dirediotls  wh:ch  have 
occurred  to  me,  relating  to  the  pi-ogre fs  of  the  day,  arc 
tliefe  : — That  we  be  feriousin  the  devotions  of  the  day  : — 
that  we  delight  in  the  bufinefs  of  it,  that  is,  in  the  pro  fee  u-- 
tion  of  our  worldly  callings  that  wre  be  temperate  and 
prudent  in  the  recreations  of  it  — that  we  carefully  mark 
the  providences  of  the  day  — that  we  caulioudy  guard  a- 
gainftthe  temptations  of  it : — that  we  keep  up  a  lively  and 
humble  dependence  upon  the  divine  influence,  frJtable' t*. 
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ry  emergency  of  it  : — that  we  govern  our  thoughts  well 
in  Uie  folituues  ot  the  day — and  our  dilcourl'es  well  in  the 
con  venations  of  it.  Theie,  Sir,  were  the  heads  of  a  fer- 
mon  which  you  lately  heard  me  preach  on  this  occafion, 
and  to  which  I  know  you  referred  in  that  requeft  which  I 
am  now  endeavouring  to  anfwer.  I  will,  therefore,  touch 
upon  the  molt  material  hints  which  fell  under  each  ofthefe 
particulars. 

§  12.  (1).  For  ferioufnefs  in  devotion,  whether  public 
or  domeftic  ;  Let  us  take  a  few  moments,  before  we  enter 
aipon  fuch  folemnities,  to  paufe,  and  reflect,  on  the  perfec¬ 
tion  of  the  God  we  are  addreffing,  on  the  importance  of 
the  bufinelswe  are  coming  about,  on  the  plealure  and  ad¬ 
vantage  of  a  regular  and  devout  attendance,  and  on  the 
guilt  and  folly  of  an  hypocritical  formality.  When  en- 
£a£ecl,  let  us  maintain  a  ftrift  watchfuinels  over  our  own 
fpirits,  and  check  the  firll:  wanderings  of  thought.  And 
when  the  duty  is  over,  let  us  immediately  reflect  on  thenian- 
ner  in  which  it  liars  been  performed,  and  alk  our  conscienc¬ 
es  whether  we  have  realon  to  conclude  that  we  are  accept¬ 
ed  of  God  in  it  ?  For  there  is  a  certain  manner  of  going 
through  thele  offices,  which  our  own  hearts  will  immediate¬ 
ly  tell  us  it  is  impoflible  for  Cod  to  approve :  and  if  we  have 
inadvertently  fallen  into  it,  we  ought  to  be  deeply  humbled 
before  God  for  it,  left  “our  very  prayer  become  fm 

§  13.  (2).  As  for  the  hours  of  worldly  bufmefs  whe¬ 
ther  it  be,  as  with  you,  that  of  the  hands ;  or  whether  it  be 
the  labour  of  a  learned  life,  not  immediately  relating  to 
religious  matters  :  Letus  fet  to  the  profecution  of  it  with  a 
fenfe  of  God’s  authority,  and  with  a  regard  to  his  glory. 
Let  us  avoid  a  dreaming  fluggifh,  indolent  temper,  which 
nods  over  its  work,  and  does  only  the  buflnefs  of  one  hour 
in  two  or  three.  In  oppofition  to  this,  which  runs  through 
the  life  of  fome  people,  who  yet  think  they  are  never  idle, 
let  us  endeavour  to  difpatch  as  much  as  we  well  can  in  a  little 
time;  confideringthat  it  is  but  little  we  have  in  all.  And 
let  us  be  habitually  fenlible  of  the  need  we  have  of  the  di¬ 
vine  bleffing  to  make  our  labours  fuccefsful. 

§  14.  (3).  For  feafons  ofdirerfion  :  Let  us  take  care 
that  our  recreations  be  well  chofen  ;  that  they  be  purfued 
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with  a  good  intention,  to  fit  us  for  a  renewed  application  to 
the  labours  of  life  ;  and  thus  that  they  beomy  uied  in  iub- 
ordination  to  the  honour  of  God,  the  great  end  of  all  our 
actions.  Let  us  take  heed  that  our  hearts  be  not  eft  anged 
from  God  by  them  ;  and  that  they  do  not  take  up  too  muck 
of  our  time  ;  always  remembering  that  the  facilities  of  the 
human  nature,  and  the  advantages  of  the  Chrillian-revela- 
tion,  were  not  given  us  in  vain  ;  but  that  we  are  always 
to  be  in  pur  uit  of  fame  great  and  honourable  end,  and  to 
indulge  ourfelves  in  amulements  and  divcrlons  no  larthfafc- 
than  as  they  make  a  part  in  a  (theme  of  rational  anu  man¬ 
ly,  benevolent  and  pious. conduct. 

$  15.  (4;*  For  the  observation  of  providences  :  It  will 
be  ufeful  to  regard  the  divine  interpohtion  in  our  comforts 
and  in  our  afflictions  In  our  comforts,  whether  more  com¬ 
mon  or  more  extraordinary  :  That  we  find  ourielves  in  con¬ 
tinued  health  ;  that  we  are  furnifhed  with  food  for  our  iup- 
port  and  pleafure  ;  that  we  have  fo  many  agreeable  ways 
of  employing  our  time  ;  that  we  have  lb  many  agreeable 
friends,  and  thole  lo  good  and  fo  happy;  that  our  bufinels 
goes  on  pro fpe rou fly  ;  that  we  go  out  and  come  in  lafely  ; 
and  that  we  enjoy  compolure  and  cheerfulnels  of  fpirit, 
without  which  nothing  die  could  be  enjoyed.  All  thole 
fhould  be  regarded  as  providential  favours,  and  due  ac¬ 
knowledgments  Oiould  be  made  to  God  on  thefe  accounts 
as  we  pafs  through  fuch  agreeable  feenes.  On  the  other 
hand,  Piovidence  is  to  be  regarded  in  every  disappointment, 
in  every  lofs,  in  every  pain,  hi  every  in  fiance  of  unkind- 
nefs  from  thofe  who  have  profelfed  friendfhip  :  and  we 
fhould  endeavour  to  argue  ourfelves  into  a  patient  fubmiffl- 
on,  from  this  consideration,  that  the  hand  of  God  is  always 
mediately,  if  not  immediately,  in  each  of  them  ;  and  that 
if  they  are  not  properly  the  work  of  Providence,  they  are  at 
leafl  under  its  dire&ion.  It  is  a  refle&ion,  which  we  fhould 
particularly  make  with  relation  to  thofe  little  crofs  accidents 
(as.  we  are  ready  to  call  them)  and  thofe  infirmities  and 
follies  in  the  temper  and  conduft  of  our  intimate  friends, 
which  may  elfe  be  ready  to  difeompofe  us.  And  it  is  the 
more  neceffary  to  guard  our  minds  here,  as  wife  and  good 
men  often  lofe  the  command  of  themfelves  on  the/e  Compa¬ 
ratively  little  occafions ;  who  calling  up  reafon  and  religion 

to  their  advance,  (land  the  (hock  of  great  calamities  with 
fortitude  and  refolutioa, 
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§  1 6.  (5).  For  watchf-ulnefs  again  ft  temptations:  It 


is  necefiarv,  when  changing  our  pxace,  01  our  employment, 
to  refle<ft,*“  what  inares  attend  me  here  ?  ’  And  as  this 
fli  )uld  be  our  habitual  cafe,  lo  we  Ihouid  especially  guard 
againft  thole  fnares  which  in  the  morning  we  forelaw. 
And  when  we  are  enteringon  thole  circumftances  in  which 
we  expefted  the  aflaulr,  we  Ihouid  reflect,  elpeciallyif  it  be 
a  matter  of  great  importance,  u  Now  the  combat  is  going 
tobeg'n:  Now  God  and  the  bleiied  angels  are  obiervmg 
what  conftancv,  what  fortitude,  there  is  in  my  foul ;  and 
how  far  the  divine  authority,  and  tfle  remembrance  of  my 
own  prayers  and  resolutions  will  weigh  with  me  when  it 

comes  to  the  trial- 

'  §  I7.  (6).  As  for  dependence  on  divine  grace  and  in¬ 
fluence  :  It  muft  be  univerfal ;  and  lince  we  always  need  if, 
we  muft  never  forget  that  necelflty.  A  moment  ipent  in 
humble  fervent  breathings  after  the  communications  of  the 
divine  aluftance  may  do  more  good  than  many  minutes  Ipent 
in  mere  reafonings :  and  though  indeed  this  fhouid  not  be 
neglefted,  flnee  the  light  of  reafon  is*a  kind  of  divine  illumi¬ 
nation,  vet  ftill  it  ought  to  be  purified  in  a  due  fenle  of  our 
dependence  on  the  Father  of  lights,  or  where  we  think 
“  ourfelves  wifeft,  we  may  become  vain  m  our  imaginati¬ 
ve  ons  c  .”  Let  us  therefore  always  call  upon  God  ;  ana 
fav  for  inftance,  when  we  are  going  to  pray,  “  Lord,  fix 
u  my  attention  \  Awaken  my  holy  affection  ,  and  pour  om 
a  upon  me  the  fpirit  of  grace  and  iupplicauon  .d*  ^  hen 
takino-  up  the  Bible,  or  any  other  good  book,  Open  thou 
U  mine  eves  that  I  may  behold  wondrous  things  out  or  thy 
a iaw  e  .’-’Enlighten  mine  underftanding  \  warm  my  heart . 
May  my  m>od  refolutions  be  confirmed,  and  all  the  coiu  le 
of  my  life  in  a  proper  manner  reflated  1  When  addrefling 
ourfelve  to  any  worldly  bulineO,  ••  Lord  prolper  .hou 
«  work  of  mine  hands  upon  me  (/  ,  and  give  hv  b.eln 
to  my  honed  endeavours  !  When  going  to  dny  kind  ot  re- 
L  uions  Lord,  blefs  my  refrelhments  .  let  me  not  fo.get 
,hee  in  them.  W  ftill  keep  thy  glory  in  view  ■  When  com- 
f  into  company.  Lord  may  I  do  and  get  good  1  V‘  L 

“  no  corrupt  communication  proceed  out  of  my  mo.n 


Rom'  i-  2  i  -  22. 
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“  that  which  is  good  to  ufe  of  edifying,  that  it  may  minif- 
“  ter  grace  to  the  hearers  (g)  \”  When  entering  on  difiir 
culties.  Lord  give  nie‘‘  that  wifdom,  which  is  profitable  to  di- 
44  red  (h)  1  teach  me  thy  way,  and  lead  me  in  a  plain 
“path  (/)  When  encountering  with  temptations,  “  Let 
“  %  ftrength,  O  gracious  Redeemer,  be  made  perfect  in 
“  my  weaknefs  {k)  !”  Thefe  indances  may  illiterate  the 
defign  of  this  diredion,  though  they  be  far  from  a  complete 
enumeration  of  all  the  circumstances  in  which  it  is  to  be 
regarded. 

§  18.  (7).  For  the  government  of  our  thoughts  in  fo- 
litude  :  Let  us  accuftom  ourfelves,  on  all  occaflons,  to  ex- 
ercife  a  due  command  over  our  thoughts.  Let  us  take  care 
of  thofe  entanglements  of  pafllon,  and  thofe  attachments 
to  any  prelent  altered  in  view,  which  would  deprive  us  of 
our  power  over  them.  Let  us  fet  before  uslome  profitable 
fubjed  of  thought;  fuch  as,  the  perfections  of  the  blefled 
God,  the  love  of  Chrid,  t lie  value  of  time,  the  certainty  and 
importance  of  death  and  judgment,  and  of  the  eternity  of 
happmefs  01  milery  which  is  to  follow.  Let  us  alio  at 
filch  intei  vals  reded  on  what  we  have  obferved,  as  to  the 
date  of  our  own  fouls,  with  regard  to  the  advance  or  de¬ 
cline  of  religion;  or  on  the  lad  fermon  we  have  heard,  or 
t  he  lad  portion  of  Scripture  we  have  read.  You  -may,  per¬ 
haps,  in  this  connexion,  Sir,  recoiled  what  1  have  \ if  I 
remember  right)  propofed  to  you  in  convention  ;  that  it 
may  be  very  ufeful  to  feled  fome  one  verfe  of  Scripture, 
which  we  had  met  with  in  the  morning,  and  to  treafure  it 
up  m  our  mind,  refolving  to  think  of  that  at  any  time  when 
we  are  at  a  lofsfor  matter  of  pious  reded  ion,  in  any  inter- 
Tals  of  leifure  for  entering  upon  it.  This  will  often  be  as 
a  ipring,  from  whence  many  profitable  and  delightful 
thoughts  may  anfe,  which  perhaps  we  did  not  before  fee 
m  that  connexion  and  force.  Or,  if  it  fliouJd  not  be  fo 
yet  I  am  perfuaded  it  will  be  much  better  to  repeat  the 
lame  Scripture  in  our  mind  an  hundred  times  in  a  day 
with  fome  pious  ejaculations  formed  upon  it,  than  to  leave 
our  thoughts  at  the  mercy  of  all  thofe  various  trifles  which 

(g)  Eph.  iv.  29.  (/£)  Eecl.yi ,  10. 
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may  other  wile  intrude  upon  us;  the  variety  of  which  will 
be  far  from  making  amends  for  their  vanity. 

§  19.  (8).  Ladly,  for  the  government  of  our  difcourfe 
in  company  :  We  Ihould. take  care  that  nothing  may  efcape 
us  which  can  expo fe  us,  or  our  Chrillian  profelfion,  to  cen- 
fure  and  reproach  :  nothing  injurious  10  thofe  that  are  ab- 
fenr,  or  to  thofe  that  are  prefen t ;  nothing  malignant,  no¬ 
thing  infmcere,  nothing  which  may  corrupt,  nothing  which 
may  provoke,  nothing  which  may  midead  thofe  about  us. 
Norfhould  we  by  any  means  be  content  that  what  we  fay 
is  innocent;  it  ihould  be  our  defire  that  it  may  be  edifying 
toourfelves  and  others.  In  this  view  we  fliould  endeavour 
to  have  fome  lubject  ofufeful  difcourfe  always  ready,  in 
which  we  may  be  a  Hided  by  thefe  hints  given  about  f  urniture 
for  thought  under  the  former  head.  We  Ihould  watch  for 
decent  opportunities  of  introducing  ufefnl  refection  ;  and 
if  a  pious  friend  attempt  to  do  it,  we  fliould  endeavour  to 
fecond  it  immediately.  When  the  converfation  does  not 
turn  direXly  on  religious  fob; eels,  we  Ihould  endeavour  to 
make  it  improving  fome  other  wrv  :  we  Ihould  refled  011 
the  character  and  capacities  of  our  company,  that  we  may 
lead  them  to  talk  of  what  they  under  Hand  bed;  for  their 
difeourfes  on  thofe  fu  hi  eels  will  probably  be  mod  pleafing  to 
themfelves,  as  well  as  mod  uleful  to  ns.  And,  in  paufes  of 
difcourfe,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  lift  up  an  holy  ejacula¬ 
tion  to  God,  that  his  grace  may  aflid  us  and  our  friends 
in  our  endeavours  to  do  good  to  each  other;  that  all  we 
fav  and  do  may  be  worthy  the  character  of  reafonable  crea¬ 
tures,  and  of  Chridians. 


§  20.  [II I- 1  The  directions  for  a  religious  doling  of 
the  day,  which  I  fihall  here  mention,  are  only  two — Let 
us  fee  to  it,  that  the  iecret  duties  of  the  evening  be  well 
performed: and  let  us  lie  down  on  our  beds  in  a  pious 


frame. 

§  21.  ( 1  j.  For  fecret  devotion  in  the  evening  I  would 
propose  a  method  fomething  different  from  that  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  ;  but  dill,  as  then,  with  due  allowances  for  circum- 
dances,  which  may  make  unthought  of  alterations  proper. 
I  Ihould,  Sir,  advife  to  read  a  portion  of  Scripture  in  the  f  rd 
place,  with  durable  reflexions  and  prayers,  as  above  :  then 
to  read  a  hymn  or  pfalin  :  after  this  to  enter  on  felf-era- 


t  h  a  p  •  19.  of  Religion  in  the  Soul.  1  3  r 

mination,  to  be  followed  by  a  longer  prayer  than  that  which 
followed  reading,  to  be  formed  on  this  review  of  the  day  . 
In  this  addrefs  to  the  throne  of  grace  it  will  be  highly  proper 
to  entreat  that  God  would  pardon  ihe  omillions  and  offences 
of  the  day;  to  praife  him  for  mercies  temporal  and  l'piri- 
tual  ;  to  recommend  ourjclves  to  his  protection  for  the  en- 
filing  night ;  with  proper  petitions  for  others,  whom  we  ought 
to  bear  in  our  hearts  before  him  ;  and  particularly  for  thole 
friends  with  whom  we  have  converfed  or  correfponded  with 
in  the  preceding  day.  Many  other  concerns  will  occur, 
both  in  morning  and  evening  prayer,  which  I  have  not  here 
hinted  at ;  but  I  did  not  apprehend  that  a  full  enumeration 
of  thefe  things  belonged,  by  any  means  to  our  prcfent  pur- 
jiofe. 

§  22.  Before  I  quit  this  head,  I  mu  ft  take  the  liberty 
to  remind  you  that  lelf-examination  is  fo  important  a  duty 
that  it  will  be  worth  our  while  to  fpend  a  few  v.  ords  upon 
it.  And  this  branch  of  it  is  fo  cafy,  that  when  we  have  pro¬ 
per  queftions before  us,  any  perfon  of  a  common  undei hand¬ 
ing  may  hope  to  go  through  it  with  advantage  under  the  di¬ 
vine  bleffing.  I  offer  you,  therefore,  the  following  queries, 
which  I  hope  you  will,  with  fitch  alterations  as  you  may 
judge  requifite,  keep  near  you  for  daily  ufe.  “  Did  I  a- 
wake,  as  with  God  this  morning,  and  rife  with  a  grateful 
fenfe  of  his  goodnefs  ?  How  were  the  feci  et  devotions  of 
the  morning  performed  ?  Did  I  offer  my  fol.emn  praifes, 
and  renew  the  dedication  of  mylelf  to  God,  with  becoming 
attention  and  fuitable  affections  ?  Did  I  lav  my  fcbeme  for 
the  bu/inefs  of  the  day  wifely7  and  well  ?  How  did  I  read 
the  Scripture,  and  any  other  devotional  or  practical  p'etie, 
which  I  might  afterwards  conveniently  review  ?  Did  it  do 
my  heait  good,  or  was  it  a  mere  amuiement  !  How  hath 
the  other  ftated  devotions  of  the  day  been  attended,  whe¬ 
ther  in  the  family  or  in  public?  Havel  purfued  the  com¬ 
mon  bufinefs  of  this  day  with  diligence  and  fpirituality  ; 
doing  every  thing  in  fe  a  Ion,  and  with- all  convenient  Gif- 
patch,  and  “as  unto  the  Lord  (/;  What  time  have  I 
loft  this  day,  in  the  morning  or  the  forenoon,  in  the  af¬ 
ternoon  or  in  tne  evening;  (for  the  divifions  will  shift  your 
recollection:)  and  what  has  occafloned  the  lofs  of  it  ? 
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With  what  temper,  and  under  what  regulations  have  the 
recreations  of  this  day  been  purfued  ?  Have  I  feen  the 
hand  of  God  in  my  mercies,  health,  cheerfulnefr,  food, 
clothing,  books,  prefervation  in  journies,  fuccefs  of  bufmefs’ 

converfation  and  kindnefs  of  friends,  &c.  ? _ Have  1  ieen 

it  in.affMions,  and  particularly  in  little  things  which  had  a 
tendency  to  vex  and  difquiet  me  ?  And  with  regard  to  this 
interposition,  have  [  received  my  comforts  thankfully,  and 
my  affiidions  fubmilfively  ?  How  have  I  guarded  againd 
the  temptations  of  the  day,  particularly  againd  this  or  that 
temptation  which  I  fore  fa  w  in  the  morning  ?  Have  I  main¬ 
tained  an  humble  dependence  on  divine  influences  ?  Have 
I  “  lived  by  faith  on  the  Son  of  God  \m)”  and  regarded 
Ghrifl:  this  day  as  my  Teacher  and  Governor,  my  Atone¬ 
ment  and  Interceffor,  my  Example  and  Guardian,  my 
Strength  and  Forerunner?  Have  I  been  looking  forward 
to  death  and  eternity  this  day,  and  confidered  myfelf  as  a 
probationer  for  heaven,  and  through  grace  an  expectant  of 
it?  Have  I  governed  my  thoughts  well,  elpecially  in  fuch 
and  fuch  an  interval  of  folitude  ?  How  was  my  lubjefl  of 
thought  this  day  chofen,  and  how  was  it  regarded  ?  Have 
I  governed  my  difeourfes  well  in  fuch  and  fuch  company  ? 
Did  I  fay  nothing  paffionate,  mifehievous,  flanderous,  im¬ 
prudent,  impertinent  ?  Has  my  heart  this  day  been  full  of 
love  to  God,  and  to  all  mankind  ?  and  have  I  fought,  and 
found,  and  improved  opportunities  of  doing  and  of  getting 
good  ? — With  what  attention  and  improvemeat  have  I 
read  the  Scripture  this  evening  ?  How  was  fe If- examinati¬ 
on  performed  the  lad  night  ?  and  how  have  I  profited  this 
day  by  any  remarks  I  then  made  on  former  negligencies 
and  midakes  ?  With  what  temper  did  I  then  lye  down  and 
compofe  myfelf  to  deep  ?*’ 

§23.  You  will  eafily  fee,  Sir,  that  thefe  quedions  are 
fo  adjufted  as  to  be  an  abridgment  of  the  mod  material  ad¬ 
vices  I  have  given  in  this  letter ;  and  I  believe  I  need  not 
to  a  perfon  of  your  underftanding,  fay  any  thing  as  to  the 
ufefulnefs  of  fuch  inquiries.  Confcience  will  anfwer  them 
in  a  few  minutes;  but  if  you  think  them  too  large  and  par¬ 
ticular,  you  may  make  a  dill  iliorter  abdraft  for  daily  life, 
and  referve  thefe  with  fuch  obvious  alterations  as  will  then 
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be  necedfary,  for  feafons  of  more  than  ordinary  exa&nefs  in 
review,  which  I  hope  will  occur  at  lead;  once  a  week.  Se¬ 
cret  devotion  being  thus  performed  before  adrowdnefs  ren¬ 
der.  us  unfit  for  it,,  the  interval  between  that  and  our  going 
to  reft  muflbe  conduced  by  the  rules  mentioned  under  the 
next  head.  And  nothing  will  farther  remain  to  be  conii- 
dered  here,  but, 

§  24.  (2.)  The  fentime'nts  with  which  we  diould  Ive 
down  and  compole  ourfelves  to  fleep.  Now,  here  it  is  ob- 
vioudy  fuitable  to  think  of  the  divine  goodnefs  in  adding  a- 
nother  day,  and  the  mercies  of  it,  to  the  former  days  and 
mercies  of  our  life  :  to  take  notice  of  the  indulgence  of 
Providence  in  giving  us  commodious  habitations,  and  ca(y 
beds,  and  continuing  to  its  Inch  health  of  body  that  we  call' 
lay  ourfelves  down- at  e-afe  upon  them,  and  fuch  ferenitv  of 
mind  as  leaves  us  any  room  to  hope  for  refreshing  deep: 
a  refrediment  to  be  fought  not  merely  as  an  indulgence 
to  animal  nature,  but  as  what  our  wife  Creator,  in  order  to 
keep  us  humble  in  the  midft  of  fo  many  infirmitias,  has 
been  pleafed  to  make,  neoedary  to  our.  being  able  to  pur¬ 
sue  his  fervice with  renewed  alacrity.  Thus  mav  our  deep¬ 
ing,  as  well  as  our  waking  hours,  be,  in  fome  fenie,  devot¬ 
ed  to  God.  And  when  we.  are  juft  going  to  redgn  our¬ 
felves  to  the  image  of  death,  (to  what  one  of  the  Ancients 
beautifully  calls  its  letjer  myfteries)  it  is  alfo  evidently  pro¬ 
per  to  think  ferioudy  of  that  end  of  all  the  living,  and  4o> 
renew  thofe  agings  of  repentance  and  faith  which  we 
diould  judge  neceflarv,  if  we  were  to  wake  no  more  here 
You  have  once,  Sir,  feen  a  meditation  of  that  kind  in.  my 

hand:  I  will  tranferibe  it  for  you  in  the  poftfeript  •  and 

therefore  diall  add  no  more  to  this  head,  but  here  pm  a 
clofe  to  the  directions  you  dedred. 

§  25.  I  am  perfuaded,  the  moft  important  of  them  have 
in  one  form  or  another,  been  long  regarded  by  you  and 
made,  governing  maxim;  of  your  life.  I  diall  greatly  re¬ 
joice  if  the  review  of  theft,  and  the  examination  and  trial 
of  the  reft,  may  be  the  means  of  leading  vou  into  more  in¬ 
timate  communion  with  God,  and  fo  of  rendering  your  life 
more  plcafant  and  ufeful,  and  your  eternity  whenever  that 
is  to  commence,  more  glorious.  There  is  not  a  human 
creature  upon  earth'  whom  I  diould  not  delight  to  fei-e  m 
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thefe  important  intereffs  ;  but  I  can  faithfully  allure  you, 
that  I  am  with  particular  refpecl, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  very  affectionate  friend  and  fervant. 

§  26.  This,  reader,  with  the  alterations  of  a  very  fe re¬ 
words,  is  the  letter  I  wrote  to  a  worthy  friend,  (now,  I 
doubt  nor,  with  God,)  about  fixteen  years  ago  ;  and  I  can 
atfuredly  fay,  that  the  experience  of  each  of  thefe  years  has 
confirmed  me  in  thefe  views,  and  effablifhed  me  in  the  per- 
fuafion,  that  one  day  thus  fpent  is  preferable  to  whole  years 
of  fenfuality  and  the  neglect  of  religion.  I  chofe  to  infert 
the  letter  as  it  is,  becaufe  I  thought  the  freedom  and  parti¬ 
cularity  of  the  advice  I  had  given  in  it  would  appear  mod 
natural  in  its  original  form:  and  as  I  propofe  to  inforce 
thefe  advices  in  the  next  chapter,  I  fliall  conclude  this 
with  that  meditation  which  I  promifed  my  friend  as  a  poff- 
fcript;  and  which  I  could  with  you  to  make  fo  familiar  to 
yourfelf,  as  that  you  might  be  able  to  recollect  the  fubffanca 
of  it  whenever  you  compofe  yourfelf  to  ffeep. 

A  ferious  View  of  Death,  proper  to  kg  taken  as  w& 

lye  down  on  our  beds . 

OH,  my  foul,  look  forward  a  little  with  ferioufnefs  and 
attention,  and  u  learn  wifdom  by  the  conk  deration 
u  of  thy  latter  end  (»).?’  Another  of  thy  mortal  days  Is 
now  numbered  and  ffnifhed  :  and  as  I  have  put  off  my 
clothes,  and  laid  myfelf  upon  my  bed  for  the  repole  of  the 
night,  fo  will  the  day  of  life  cjuickly  come  to  its  period  ; 
fo  mufhthe  body  itfelf  be  put  off,  and  laid  to  its  repofe  in  a 
bed  of  duff.  There  let  it  reff ;  for  it  will  be  no  more  re¬ 
garded  by  me  than  the  clothes  which  I  have  now  laid  a- 
lide.  I  have  another  far  more  important  concern  to  attend. 
Think,  oh  my  foul,  when  death  comes,  thou  art  to  enter 
upon  the  eternal  world,  and  to  be  fixed  either  in  heaven  or 
hell.  All  the  fchemes  and  cares,  the  hopes  and  fears,  the 
pleafures  and  forrows  of  life,  will  come,  to  their  period,  and 
the  world  of  (pints  will  open  upon  thee.  And,  oh,  how 
foon  may  it  open  !  perhaps  before  the  returning.fun  bring 
m  the  light  of  another  day.  To-morrow’s  fun  may  nci 

(»)  Dent.,  xxxii.  29. 
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enlighten  mine  eyes,  but  only  dune  round  a  fenfelefs  corpfe, 
which  may  lye  in  the  place  of  this  animated  body ;  at 
lead:  the  death  of  many  in  the  flower  of  their  age,  and  ma¬ 
ny  who  were  fuperior  to  me  in  capacity,  piety,  and  the 
prolpeds  of  ufefulnefs,  may  loudly  warn  me  not  to  depend 
on  a  long  life,  and  engage  me  rather  to  wonder  that  I  am 
continued  here  fo  many  years,  than  to  be  lurpriled  if  I  am 
fpeedily  removed. 

And  now,  O  my  foul,  anfwer,  as  in  the  fight  of  God, 
Art  thou  ready  ?  art  thou  ready  ?  Is  there  no  fin  unforfak- 
en,  and  fo  unrepented  of,  to  fill  me  with  anguifli  in  my  de¬ 
parting  moments,  and  to  make  me  tiemble  on  the  brink  of 
eternity?  Dread  to  remain  under  the  guilt  of  it,  and  this 
moment  renew  thy  mod  earned;  applications  to  the  mercy 
of  God,  and  the  blood  of  a  Redeemer,  for  deliverance  from 
it. 

But  if  the  great  account  be  already  adjuded,  if  thou  had 
cordially  repented  of  thy  numerous  offences,  if  thou  had 
fincerelv  committed  thyfelf  by  faith  into  the  hands  of  the 
b Jelled  Jeftis,  and  had  not  renounced  thy  covenant  with 
him  by  returning  to  the  allowed  practice  of  fin,  then  dart 
not  at  the  thoughts  of  a  feparation  ,*  it  is  not  in  the  power 
of  death  to  hurt  a  foul  devoted  to  God,  and  united  to  the 
great  Redeemer.  It  may  take  me  from  my  worldly  com¬ 
forts,*  it  may  difconcert  and  break  my  fehemes  for Yervice 
on  earth  ;  but,  0I1  rny  foul,  diviner  entertainments  and  no¬ 
bler  fervices  wait  thee  beyond  the  grave.  Forever  bleded 
be  the  name  of  God,  and  the  love  of  Jeftis,  for  thefe  quiet'¬ 
ll  encouraging,  joyful  views  \  I  will  now  ^  lay  me  down 
in  peace,  and  deep  (  0),”  free  from  the  fears  of  what  diall 
be  the  if  ue  of  this  night,  whether  life  or  death  may  be  ap¬ 
pointed  for  me.  “  Father,  into  thine  hands  I  commend 

my  fpirit  (p)  i”  for  “  thou  had  redeemed  me,  O  God 

of  truth.  ( q j ;  and  therefore  I  can  chearfully  refer  it  to 

thy  choice  whether  I  diall  wake  in  this  world  or  ano¬ 
ther. 


(o)  Pf.  iv.  8.  fp)  Luke  xviii.  46.  (?)  Pf.  xxvi. 
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CHAP .  XX 

A  ferrous  Perfuafive  to  fuch  a  Method  of  fpending  our 
Da/s,  as  is  represented  in  the  former  Chapter. 

Chriftians  fix  their  views  too  low ,  fl/zd  indulge  too  indo¬ 
lent  a  difpofition ,  which  makes  it  the  more  necejj'ary 
to  urge  fuch  a  life  as  that  under  con  fiderati on,  §  r,  2. 
It  is  therefore  informed,  (i)*  From  its  being  appa¬ 
rently  reasonable,  confidering  ourj elves  as  the  crea¬ 
tures  of  God ,  redeemed  by  the  blood  of  Chrift  §  3* 

(  2J.  From  its  evident:  tendency  to  conduce  to  our  com¬ 
fort  in  life ,  §  4.  (3  ).  Fro?n  the  influence  it  will  have 
to  promote  our  iifefulnefs  to  others ,  §  5.  (4}.  From 
its  efficacy  to  make  afflictions  lighter ,  $  6,.  (5).  From, 
its  happy  afpeCi  on  death,  §  7  ;  and  ,  6  J .  0//  eternity , 
$  8.  Whereas  not  to  dejire  improvement  would  aygue 
a  foul  deftitute  of  religion ,  f  9.  ^  prayer  fuited  to 

the  fate  of  a  foul  who  longs  to  attain  the  life  recom¬ 
mended  above., 

r 

§  1.  T  HAVE  been  aligning  in  the  preceding  chapter; 
X  what  I  fear  will  feem  to  feme  of  my  readers  ft> 
hard  a  talk,  that  they  will  want  courage  to  attempt  it  ;  and 
it  is  indeed  a. life  in  many  refpe&s,  fo  far  above  that  of  the 
generality  of  Chrift ians  that  I  am  not  without  apprehenfi- 
ons  that  many -who  deferve  the  name  may  think  the  dire&i- 
011s,  after  all  the  precautions  with  which  I  have  propofed 
them,  are  carried  to  an  unneceilary  degree  of  nicety  and 
ftrietnefs.  But  I  am  perfuaded  much  of  the  credit  and  com¬ 
fort  of  Chriftianity  is  loft  in  confequence  of  its  prcfellors 
fixing  their  aims  too  low,  and  not  conceiving  of  their 
high  and  holy  calling  in  fo  elevated  and  fublime  a  view  as 
the  nature  of  religion  would  require,  and  the  word  of  God 
would  direct.  I  am  fully  convinced,  that  the  expreffiens 
of  u  Walking  with  God  :  of  being  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
a  all  the  day  long  and,  above  all,  that  of  “  loving 

(a)  Frov.  xxiii.  17. 
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“  the  Lord  our  God  with  all  our  heart  and  foul,  and  mincb 
u  and  ftrength  (£),’’  mud  require,  if  not  all  thefe  circum* 
fiance?,  yet  the  fub fiance  of  all  that  I  have  been  recom¬ 
mending,  fo  far  as  we  have  capacity,  leifure,  and  oppor¬ 
tunity  j  and  I  cannot  but  think,  that  many  might  com- 
mand  more  of  the  latter,  and  perhaps  improve  their  capa¬ 
cities  too,  if  they  would  take  a  due  care  in  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  themlelves,  if  they  would  give  up  vain  and  unne- 
ceilary  diverfions,  and  certain  indulgencies,  which  only  f Hit 
and  delight  the  lower  part  of  our  nature,  and  to  fay  the  befl 
of  them,  deprive  us  of  pleafures  much  better  than  them- 
felves,  if  they  do  not  plunge  us  into  guilt.  Many  of  thefe 
rules  would  appear  eahly  practicable,  if  men  would  learn 
to  know  the  value  of  time,  and  particularly  to  redeem  it 
from  unneceffary  deep,  which  wafles  lo  many  golden  hours 
of  the  day  :  hours  in  which  many  of  God’s  fervants  are 
delighting  themfelves  in  him,  and  drinking  in  full  draughts 
of  the  water  of  life,  while  thefe  their  brethren  are  {lumber¬ 
ing  upon  their  beds,  and  loft  in  vain  dreams,  as  far  below 
the  common  entertainments  of  a  rational  creature  as  the 
pleafures  of  the  fublimef!  devotion  are  above  them. 

§2.1  know,  likewife,  that  the  mind  is  very  fickle  and 
incondant,  and  that  it  is  a  hard  thing  to  preferve  fucli  a  go¬ 
vernment  and  authority  over  our  thoughts  as  would  be  ve¬ 
ry  defirable,  and  as  the  plan  I  have  laid  down  will  require. 
But  fo  much  of  the  honour  of  God,  and  fo  much  of  your  own 
true  happinefs  depends  upon  it,  ihat  I  beg  you  will  give  me 
a  patient  and  attentive  hearing  while  I  am  pleading  with 
you  ;  and  that  you  will  ferioufiy  examine  the  arguments, 
and  then  judge  whether  a  care  and  conduct  like  that  which 
I  have  advifed  be  not  in  itfelf  reafonable  ;  and  whether  it 
will  not  be  highly  conducive  to  your  comfort  and  ufeful- 
nefsin  life,  your  peace  in  death,  and  the  advancement  and 
increafe  of  your  eternal  glory. 

§  3.  Let  conference  fay,  whether  fucli  a  life,  as  I  have 
deferibed  above,  be  not  in  itfelf  highly  reafonable.  Look 
over  the  fubftance  of  it  again,  and  bring  it  under  a  clofe  ex¬ 
amination  ;  for  I  am  very  apprehensive  that  fome  weak 
objections  may  anfe  again/!  the  whole,  which  may,  in 
their  confequences,  affeCt  particulars,  againft  which  noie^- 

(b)  Mark  xii.  30. 
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fonable  man  would  prefume  to  mark  any  objection  at  all. 
Recoiled,  O  Chriftlau,  and  carry  it  with  you  is  your  me¬ 
mory  and  heart,  while  you  are  puriuing  this  review,  that 
you  are  the  creature  of  God,  that  you  are  purchafed  with 
the  blood  of  Jefus  5  and  then  fay  whether  thele  relations 
in  which  you  hand  do  not  demand  all  that  application  and 
refolution  which  I  would  engage  you  to.  Suppofe  all  the 
co  uni  els  I  have  given  reduced  into  practice  :  fuppofe  every 
day  begun  and  concluded  with  iuch  devout  breathings  after 
God,  and  luch  holy  retirementsfor  morning  and  evening  con- 
verfe  with  him  and  your  own  heart  :  fuppofe  a  daily  care 
in  contriving  how  your  time  may  be  managed,  and  in  re¬ 
flecting  how  it  Iras  been  employed  :  fuppofe  this  regard  to 
God,  this  fenfe  of  his  prefence,  and  zeal  for  his  glory,  to 
run  through  your  aCls  of  worfhip,  your  hours  ofbulinefs 
and  recreation  :  fuppole  this  attention  to  Providence,  this 
guard  againft  temptations,  this  dependence  upon  divine  in¬ 
fluence,  this  government  of  the  thoughts  in  folitude,  and  of 
the  difeourfes  in  company  :  nay,  I  will  add  farther,,  fup¬ 
pofe  every  particular  direction  given  to  be  purfued,  except¬ 
ing  when  particular  cafes  occur,  with  tefpecl  to  which  you 
fhall  be  able  in  confcience  to  fay,  “  I  wave  it  not  from  indo¬ 
lence  and  careleffnefs,  but  becaufe  I  think  it  will  juft  now 
be  more  pleating  to  God  to  be  doing  lbmething  elfe 
which  may  often  happen  in  human  life  where  general  rules 
are  be  ft  concerted:  fuppofe,  I  fay,  all  this  to  be  done,  not 
for  a  day,  or  a  week,  but  through  the  remainder  of  life, 
whether  longer  or  fhorter  ;  and  fuppofe  this  to  be  review¬ 
ed  at  the  clofe  of  life,  in  the  full  exercife  of  your  rational 
faculties,  will  there  be  reafon  to  fay,  in  the  reflection,  u  I 
have  taken  too  much  pains  in  religion  ;  the  Author  of  my 
being  did  not  deferve  all  this  from  me  :  lefs  diligence,  lefs 
fidelity,  lefs  zeal,  than  this  might  have  been  equivalent  for 
the  blood  which  was  died  for  my  redemption.  Apart  of 
my  heart,  a  part  of  my  time,  a  part  of  my  labours,  might 
have  fufliced  for  him  who  hath  given  me  all  my  powers; 
forhim,  who  hath  delivered  me  from  that  deftruction,  which 
would  have  made  them  my  everlafling  torment;  for  him 
who  is  railing  me  to  the  regions  of  a  blefled  immortality." 
Gan  you  with  any  face  fay  this  ?  If  you  cannot,  then  fine¬ 
ly  your  confcience  bears  witnefs,  that  all  I  have  recommend¬ 
ed  under  the  luxations  above  is  reafonable  ;  that  duty  ani 
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gratitude  require  it ;  and  confequently  that,  by  every  al¬ 
lowed  failure  in  it,  you  bring  guilt  upon  your  own  foul, 
you  offend  God,  and  adl  unworthy  your  Chriftian  profeffi- 

on. 

§  4.  I  intreat  you  farther  to  confider  whether  fuch  a 
conduit  as  I  have  now  been  recommending  would  not 
conduce  much  to  your  comfort  and  ufefulnefs  in  life.  Re- 
f  edt  ferio ully  what  is  true  happinefs.  Does  it  c on fi ft  in  dif- 
tance  from  God,  or  in  nearnefs  to  him  !  Surely  you  can¬ 
not  be  a  Chriftian,  furely  you  cannot  be  a  rational  man, 
if  you  doubt  whether  communion  with  the  great  Father 
of  our  fpirits  be  a  pleafure  and  felicity  :  and  if  it  be,  then 
furely  they  enjoy  moft  of  it  who  keep  him  mod  conftantly 
in  view.  You  cannot  but  know  in  your  own  confcieicce, 

.  that  it  is  this  which  makes  the  happinefs  of  heaven  ;  ancl 
therefore  the  more  of  it  any  man  enjoys  upon  earth,  the 
more  of  heaven  comes  down  into  his  foul.  If  you  have 
made  any  trial  of  religion,  though  it  be  but  a  few  months 
or  weeks  fince  you  fird  became  acquainted  with  it,  you 
mud  be  fome  judge  of  it  upon  your  own  experience,  which' 
have  been  the  mod  .pleafant  days  of  your  life.  Have  they 
not  been  thole  in  which  von  have  adled  mod  upon  thefe 
principles  ;  thole,  in  which  you  have  mod  deadily  and  re- 
folute  i  y  cai  1  ied  them  througn  every  hour  of  time,  and  eve¬ 
ry  circumdance  'of  life  ?  The  check  which  you  mud,  in 
many  indances,  give  to  your  own  inclinations  might  fee-rn 
difagi eeable  ;  but  it  would  furely  be  overbalanced  in  a 
mod  happy  manner  by  the  fatisfaction  you  would  find  in  a 
confcioui'hefs  of  felf-  govern  merit ;  in  having  fuch  a  com¬ 
mand  of  your  thoughts,  affe&ions,  and  addons,  as  is  much 
more  glorious  than  any  authority  over  others  can  be. 

f  5-  I  would  alfo  intreat  you  to  confider  the  influence 
which  fuch  a  condud  as  this  might  have  upon  the  hapni-' 
nefs  of  others.  And  it  is  eafy  to  be  feen  it  mud  be  very 
great;  as  you  would  find  your  heart  always  difpofed  to 
watch  every  opportunity  of  doing  good,  and  to  feize  it 
with  eagernefsand  delight.  It  would  engage  von  to  make 
Jtthe  dudy  and  bufmefs  of  your  life  to  order  things  in  fuch 
*  manner  tliat  end  of  one  kind  and  ufefuladion  might 
be  the  beginning  of  another;  in  which  you  would  go  on  as 
naturally  as  the  inferior  animals  do  in  thofe  prodndions 
and  adions  by  which  mankind  are  relieved  or  enriched; 


1  The  Rife  and  Progrefi  chap.  2©, 

or  as  the  earth  bears  her  lucceffive  crops  of  different  vege¬ 
table  (applies.  And  though  mankind  be,  in  this  corrupt 
flate,  fo  unhappily  inclined  to  imitate  evil  examples  rather 
than  good;  yet  it  may  be  expected,  that  while  your  light 
Alines  before  men,  lome  feeing  your  good  works,  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  traufcribe  them  in  their  own  lives,  and  fo  u  to 
u  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  (c).5’  The 
charms  ofiuch  beautiful  models  would  lurely  imprefs  fome, 
and  incline  them  at  lead  to  attempt  an  imitation  ;  and  eve¬ 
ry  attempt  would  difpofe  to  another.  And  thus,  through 
the  divine  goodnefs,  vou  might  be  entitled  to  a  fhare  in  the 
praife,  and  the  reward,  not  only  of  the  good  you  had  imme¬ 
diately  done  yourfelf,  but  likewife  of  that  which  you  had 
engaged  others  to  do.  And  no  eye  but  that  of  an  all-fearch. 
ingGod  can  fee  into  what  diftant  times  or  places  the  bleffed 
confequences  may  reach.  In  every  indance  in  which  thefe 
confequences  appear,  it  will  put  a  generous  and  fublime 
joy  into  your  heart,  which  no  worldly  profperity  could  af¬ 
ford,  and  which  would  be  the  livelied  emblem  of  that  high 
delight  which  the  bleffed  God  feels?  in  feeing  and  making 
his  creatures  happy. 

§  6.  It  is  true  indeed,  that,  amidft  all  thefe  pious  and 
benevolent  cares,  afflictions  may  come,  and  in  fome  mea- 
fure  interrupt  you  in  the  midfl  of  your  projected  fchemes. 
But  lurely  thefe  afflictions  will  fit  much  lighter  when  your 
heart  is  gladdened  with  the  peaceful  and  joyful  reflections 
of  your  own  mind,  and  with  fo  honourable  a  teftimony  of 
confdence  before  God  and  man.  Delightful  will  it  be  to 
go  back  to  paft  fcenes  in  your  plea  ling  review,  and  to  think 
that  you  have  not  only  been  fincerely  humbling  yourfelf  for 
t'hofe  paft  offences,  which  afflictions  may  bring  to  your  re¬ 
membrance  ;  but  that  you  have  given  fubftantial  proofs  of 
the  fmceritv  of  that  humiliation,  bv  a  real  reformation  of 
what  has  been  amifs,  and  by  aCting  with  ftrenuous  and  vi¬ 
gorous.  refolutioh  011  the  contrary  principle.  And  while 
converfe  with  God,  and  doing  good  to  men,  are  made  the 
great  bufmefs  and  pleasure  of  life,  you  will  find  a  thoufand 
opportunities  of  enjoyment,  even  in  the  midft  of  thofe  af¬ 
flictions,  which  would  render  you  fo  incapable  of  relilhing 
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the  pkafures  of  fenfe,  that  the  mention  of  them  might,  in 
thole  circurn fiances,  feem  an  inl'ult  and  reproach. 

§  7.  At  length  death  will  come ;  that  folemn  and  im¬ 
portant  hour,  which  hath  been  palled  through  bp  fo  many 
thoufands  who  have  in  the  main  lived  Inch  a  life,  and  by 
lo  many  millions  who  have  neglected  it.  And  Jet  conlci* 
ence  lay,  if  there  was  ever  one  of  all  thefe  millions  who  had 
then  any  reafon  to  rejoice  in  that  neglect;  or  any  one  a- 
mong  the  moll  Uriel  and  exemplary  ChriiHans,  who  then 
lamented  that  his  heart  and  life  had  been  too  zealoufty  de¬ 
voted  to  God  ?  Let  confcience  lay,  whether  they  have 
wifhed  to  have  a  part  of  that  time,  which  they  have  thus 
employed,  given  back  to  them  again,  that  they  might  be 
more  conformed  to  this  world  ;  that  they  might  plunge 
themfelvesdeeper  into  its  amufements,  or  pufliie  its  honours, 
its  pofteflions,  or  its  pleafures,  with  greater  cagernefs  than 
they  had  done?  If  you  were  ycurfeif  dying,  and  a  dear 
friend  or  child  flood  near  you,  and  this  book,  and  the  Jaf l 
chapter  of  it  fhould  chance  to  come  into  your  thoughts, 
would  you  caution  that  friend  or  child  again  ft  conducting 
him  felt  by  fuch  rules  as  I  have  advanced?  The  queftion 
may  perhaps  feem  imneceflary,  where  the  anfwer  is  fo 
plain  and  lo  certain.  Weil  then,  let  me  befeech  vou  to 
learn  bow  you  fhonkl  live,  by  refie&ing  how  you  would  die, 
and  what  courfe  you  would  with  to  look  back  upon,  when 
you  are  juft  quitting  this  world,  and  entering  upon  another. 
Think  feriouflv ;  what  if  death  ftiould  furprife  you  on  a 
fu d den,  and  you  ftiould  be  called  into  eternitv  at  an  hour’s 
ora  minute’s  warning,  would  you  not  wifh  that  your  la  ft 
day  ftiould  have  been  thus  begun,  and  the  courfe  of  it,  if 
h  were  a  day  of  health  and  activity,  ftiould  have  been  thus 
managed  .  W  oiild  you  not  wifti  that  your  Lord  ftiould  fuel 
vou  engaged  in  fuch  thoughts,  and  in  fuch  purfuits  ?  Would 
not  the  paflage,  the  flight  from  earth  to  heaven,  be  moft  ea- 
fy,  moft  pi  e  a  fan  t,  in  this  view  and  connection  ?  And,  on 
tne  other  hand,  if  death  ftiould  make  more  gradual  ap¬ 
proaches,  would  not  the  remembrance  of  fuch  a  pious  ho¬ 
ly,  bumble,  diligent,  and  ufeful  life,  make  a  dving  bed 
much  Jofrer  and  eafier  than  it  would  otherwife  be  ?  You 
would  not  die  depending  upon  thefe  things :  God  forbid 
that  you  ftiould  !  Senfible  of  your  many  imperfections, 
you  would,  no  doubt,  clef  re  to  throw  yourfelf  at  the  feet  of 
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Chrift,  that  you  might  appear  before  God  adorned  with  his 
righteoufnefs,  and  \v allied  from  your  fins  in  his  blood.  You 
would  alfo,  with  your  dying  breath,  afcribe  to  the  riches  of 
Ids  grace  every  good  difpolition  you  had  found  in  your 
heart,  and  every  worthy  action  you  had  been  enabled  to 
perform  :  but  would  it  not  give  you  a  delight,  worthy  of 
being  purchafed  with  ten  thoufand  worlds,  to  reflect,  that 
u  his  grace  bellowed  on  you  had  not  been  in  vain  (d)  ;  ’ 
bat  that  you  had,  from  an  humble  principle  of  grateful  love, 
glorified  your  heavenly  Father  on  earth,  and,  in  fome  de¬ 
gree,  though  not  with  the  perfection  you  could  defire,  u  fl* 
41  nijhed  the  work  -which  he  had  given  you  to  do  (<?) 
that  you  had  been  living  for  many  vearspah  ason  the  borders 
of  heaven,  and  endeavouring  to  form  your  heart  and  life  to 
the  temper  and  manners  of  its  inhabitants  ? 

§  3.  And,  once  more,  let  me  intreat  you  to  refled  on 
the  view  you  will  have  of  this  matter  when  you  come  into 
a  world  of  glory,  if  (which  I  hope  will  be  the  happy  cafe) 
divine  mercy  conduct  you  thither.  Will  not  your  recepti¬ 
on  there  be  affeCted  by  your  care,  or  negligence,  in  this  holy 
c'ourfe  ?  Will  it  appear  an  indifferent  thing  in  the  eye  of 
the  b Idled  Jefus,  who  diftributes  the  crowns,  and  allots  the 
thrones  theie,  whether  you  have  been  among  the  nioft  zeal¬ 
ous,  or  the  moii  indolent  of  his  fervants  ?  Surely  you  mult 
wifh  to  have  “an  entrance  adminiftered  unto  you  abun- 
u  dantly  into  the  kingdom  of  your  Lord  and  Saviour 
and  what  can  more  certainly  conduce  to  it  than  to  be  al¬ 
ways  abounding  in  his  work  (g)  ?  You  cannot  think  fo 
meanly  of  that  glorious  ftate  as  to  imagine  that  you  lhall 
there  look  round  about  with  a  fecret  di {appointment,  and 
fiv  in  vour  heart,  that  vou  overvalued  the  inheritance  you 
have  received,  and  purified  it  with  too  much  earneftnefs. 

41  ‘  You  will  not  furely  complain  that  It  had  too  many  of  your 
thoughts  and  cares  :  but,  on  the  contrary,  you  have  the 
high  eft  realon  to  believe,  that  if  any  thing  were  capable  of 
excit  ing  your  indignation  and  y  our  grief  there,  it  would  be 
that,  *a m i d ft  fo  many  motives,  and  fo  many  advantages, 
you  exerted  yourfelf  no  more  in  the  profecution  of  fuch  a 


(d)  1  Car.  xv.  1®. 
(f  )  2  Pet.  i.  11* 


(cy  John  xvii.  4* 
(g)  1  Cor.  xv.  58. 
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§  9.  But  I  will  not  enlarge  on  To  clear  a  cafe,  and  there¬ 
fore  conclude  the  chapter  with  reminding  you,  that  to  al¬ 
low  yourfelf  deliberately  to  fit  down  f’atified  with  any  im- 

V  V  •* 

perfect  attainments  in  religion,  and  to  look  upon  a  more 
confirmed  and  improved  flare  of  it  as  what  you  do  not  de- 
fire,  nav,  as  what  you  fecretiv  refolve  that  you  will  not  pur- 
fue,  is  one  of  the  mofi  fatal  tigns  we  can  well  imagine  that; 
you  are  an  entire  firanger  to  the  firfl  principles  of  it. 

A  Prayer  fuitedto  the  State  of  a  Soul,  who  de fires  to 
attain  the  life  recommended  above . 

BLESSED  God,  I  cannot  contradict  the  force  of  thefe 
reafonings :  cb  that  I  might  feel  more  than  ever  the 
Jading  effe&s  of  them  1  Thou  art  the  great  fountain  of 
being,  and  of  happinefs ;  and  as  from  thee  mv  being  was 
derived,  fo  from  thee  tny  happinefs  diredtly  flows ;  and  the 
nearer  I  am  to  thee,  the  purer  and  the  more  delicious  i  n 
the  fir  earn.  u  With  thee  is  the  fountain  of  life  ;  in  thy 
u  light”  may  I  u  fee  light  (//)  1”  The  great  objedl  of  my 
final  hope  is  to  dwell  for  ever  with  thee  ;  give  me  now 
fome  fo  ret  aide  of  that  delight  !  Give  me,  I  befeech  thee, 
to  experience  “  the  bfeflednds  of  that  man  who  feareth  the 
“  Lord,  and  who  delighteth  greatly  in  his  commandments 
“  (/)  f  and  fo  form  my  heart  by  thy  grace,  that  I  may 
“  be  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long  (£)  r* 

To  thee  may  my  awakening  thoughts  be  directed,  and 
with  the  firfl  rav  of  light  tliat  vifits  mine  opening  eyes, 
il  lift  up,  O  Lord,  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  me 
“  (/)  h’  When  my  faculties  are  roufed  from  that  broken 
flate  in  which  they  lay,  while  buried,  and  as  it  were,  an¬ 
nihilated  in  deep,  may  my  firfl  actions  be  confecrated  to 
thee,  O  God,  who  givefl  me  light ;  who  givefit  me,  as  it 
were,  every  morning  a  new  life  and  new  reafon  !  Enable 
my  heart  to  pouritfelf  out  before  thee  with  a  filial  reverence, 
freedom,  and  endearmen  !  And  may  I  hearken  to  God, 
as  I  defire  that  hefliould  hearken  unto  me  !  May  thy  word 
be  read  with  attention  and  pleafure  !  May  rnv  de¬ 

livered  into  the  mould  of  it  5  and  may  I  “  hide  win  mine 
“  heart,  that  I  may  not  fin  again  ft  thee  (m)  1’’  Animated 

(h)  Pfalm xxx vi.  9.  (z)  Pfalm  cxii.  1.  (k')  Frov.  Xxii.j-w 
(/)  Pfalm  iv.  6.  (m)  Pfalm  cxlx.  n. 
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by  the  grea!  motives  there  luggeded,  may  I  every  morning 
be  renewing  the  dedication  of  myfelf  to  thee,  through  Je- 
ui.^  Gan  ft  thy  beloved  Son  ;  and  be  deriving  from  him  new 
iupplies  of  that  bleiied  Spirit  of  thine,  whole  influences  are 
the  life  e-f  my  foul  ! 

And  being  thus  prepared,  do  thou,  Lord,  lead  me  forth 
by  the  hand  to  all  the  duties  and  events  of  the  day  !  In 
that  caliing,  wherein  thou  had  been  pleafed  to  call  me, 
may  I  abide  wish  thee  (n)  ;  not  being  u  flothful  in  bufi- 
,c  nels,  but  fervent  in  {pint,  ferving  the  Lord  (oj  l”  May  I 
know  the  value  of  time,  and  always  improve  it  to  ihe  bed- 
advantage,  in  inch  duties  as  thou  had  afflgnedme;  how 
low  foever  they  may  feem,  or  how  painful  foever  they  may 
be  !  To  thy  glory,  O  Lord,  may  the  labours  of  life  be  pur- 
hied  ;  and  to  thy  glory  may  the  refrefhments  of  it  be  fought  1 

Whether  I  eat,  or  chink,  or  whatever  I  do  (p)f  may 
that  end  dill  be  kept  in  view,  and  may  it  be  attained  ! 
And  may  every  refrefhment  and  releafe  from  bufinefs  pre¬ 
pare  me  to  ferve  thee  with  greater  vigour  and  refolution  1 

May  mine  ey  e  be  watchful  to  obferve  the  defeentof  mer¬ 
cies  from  thee  :  and  si  ay  a  grateful  fenfe  of  thine  hand  in 
them  add  a  favour  and  a  redid  to  all  !  And  when  afflictions 
come,  which,  in  a  world  like  this,  I  would  accudom  myfelf 
to  expect,  may  I  remember  that  they  come  from  thee;  and 
may  that  fully  reconcile  me  to  them,  whilel  firmly  believe, 
that  the  fame  love  which  gives  us  our  daily  bread,  appoints 
us  our  daily  erodes  ;  which  I  would  learn  to  take  up,  that  I 
may  u  follow  my  dear  Lord  (*/)’’  with  a  temper  like  that 
which  he  manifefted  when  afeending  Calvary  for  my  fake  ; 
laying,  like  him,  “  The  cup  which  my  Father  hath  given 
u  me  flpall  I  not  drink  it  (r)  1”  And  when  I  enter  into  temp¬ 
tation,  do  thou,  Lord,  u  deliver  me  from  evil  (/)  1”  Make 
me  fend  hie,  I  intreat  thee,  of  my  own  weaknefs,  that  my 
heart  may  be  railed  to  thee  for  prefent  communications  of 
proportionable  drength  1  When  I  am  engaged  in  the  fo¬ 
ci  ety  of  others,  may  it  be  my  defire  and  my  care  that  I  may 
do,  and  receive,  as  much  good  aspollible,  and  may  I  conti¬ 
nually  anfwer  the  great  purpofes  of  life,  by  honouring  thee, 
and  diffufing  ufeful  knowledge  and  happinefs  in  the  world  1 

fn')  2  Cor .  vli.  20.  ( 0 )  Rom .  xii.  t  i.  ( p )  1  Cor .  x.  31. 
(<?)  Mark  viii.  34*  (r)  Jthn  xviii.  1 1 .  (x)  Mat.  vL  1 3* 
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And  when  I  am  alone,  may  I  remember  my  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther  is  with  me  ;  and  may  I  enjoy  the  pleafure  of  thy  pre~ 
fence,  and  feel  the  animating  power  of  it,  awakening  mv 
foul  to  an  earned:  defire  to  think,  and  ad.  as  in  thy  fight  ? 

Thus  let  my  days  be  fpent :  and  let  them  always  be 
closed  in  thy  fear,  and  under  a  fenfe  of  thy  gracious  pre- 
ience  !  Meet  me,  O  Lord,  in,,  mine  evening  retirements  ! 
May  I  chufe  the  mod  proper  time  for  them  ;  may  I  dili¬ 
gently  attend  to  reading  and  prayer  :  arid  when  I  review 
my  condud,  may  I  do  it  with  an  impartial  eye  ?  Let  not 
felf-love  fpread  a  falfe  colouring  over  it;  but  may  I  judge 
myfelf,  as  one  that  expects  to  be  judged  of  the  Lord,  and  is 
very  foIi«itous  he  may  be  approved  by  thee  “  who  fearch- 
“~ed  all  hearts,  and  caud  not  forget  any, of  my  works  (/)  P 
Let  “  my  prayer  come  daily  before  thee  as  incenfe,”  and 
let  “the  lifting  up  of  my  hands  be  as  the, morning  and  the 
“  evening  facrifice  (u)  !”  May  Trefign  my  powers  to  deep 
in  fweet  calmnefs  and  ferenity ;  confcious  that  I  have  Jiv¬ 
ed  to  God  in  the  day,  and  cheerfully  perfuaded  that  I  am 
accepted  of  thee  in  Chrid  Jefus  my  Lord,  and  humbly  hop¬ 
ing  in  thy  morcy  through  him,  whether  my  days  on  earth 
be  prolonged,  or  “  the  refidue  of  them  be  cut  off  in  the 
midd  !  it  death  comes  by  a  leiiurely  advance,  mav 
it  find  me  thus  employed  ;  and  if  I  am  called  on  a  fudden 
to  exchange  worlds,  mav  my  lad  days  and  hours  be  found 
to  have  been  conducted  by  fuels  maxims  as  thefe ;  and  may 
I  have  a  fweet  and  eafy  padage  from  the  fervices  of  time 
to  the  infinitely  nobler  fervices  of  an  immortal  date  !  I  afk 
it  through  him,  who  while  on  earth  was  the  faired  pattern 
and  example  of  every  virtue  and  grace,  and  who  now  lives, 
and  reigns  with  thee,  “  able  to  lave  to  the  uttermod  (y) 
to  him,  having  done  all,  I  would  fiy,  with  humble  acknow¬ 
ledgment  that  I  am  “  an  unprofitable  fervant  (z)  “  to 

“  him  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.,  Amen . 


Amos  v 

(?) 


iii,  7.  (u'j  Pfahn  cxli.  2.  (x)  IJ'a- 
Heb.  v.25.  (z)Ltdex yii. 


xxxviii.  to.- 

1  o. 


Q.  2 


t 86  The  Rife  and  Progrefs  c hap.2i, 


C  H  A  P.  XX/. 


_ _ _  V  ^ 

A  Caution  again  ft  various  Temptations,  by  which  the  young. 
Convert  mav  be  drawn  afide  from  the  Courfe  recom- 

m/ 

mended  above. 

Dangers  continue  after  the  fir  ft  difficulties  ( confidered 
chap.  xvi. )  are  broken  through ,  §  i  .  Particular  cau¬ 
tions,  (i).  Again  ft  a  fluggijh  and  indolent  temper ,  § 
2.  ( 2 ) .  Agai  n ft  the  exceffive  love  of  fen fitive  pleaf ure, 

§  3.  Leading  to  a  negledt  ofbufinefs ,  and  needlefs  e.x- 
pence ,  §4.  (3).  Again  ft  the  fnares  of  vain  company, 

§  5 .  ( 4 ) .  Agai  n ft  exceffive  hurries  of  worldly  bufinefs , 

§  6.  which  is  inf or  ced  by  the  fatal  ccnfequences  thefe  have 
had  in  many  cafes,  §  7.  The  chapter  concludes  with  an 
exhortation  to  die  to  this  world,  and  live  to  another,  § 
o.  ;  and  the  young  convert' s  prayer  for  divine  protec¬ 
tion  again  ft  the  dangers  arifing fir  om  thefe  fnares. 

s  1.  r  |  ^HE  representation  I  have  been  making  of  the 
JL  pie  a  fu  re  and  advantage  of  a  life  fpent  in  de- 
votednefs  to  God,  and  communion  with  him,  as  I  have 
defended  it  above,  will,  I  hope,  engage  you,  my  dear  rea¬ 
der,  to  form  fome  purpoles,  and  make  fome  attempt  to  ob¬ 
tain  it.  But,  from  confidering  the  nature,  and  obferving 
the  courfe  of  things,  it  appears  exceedingly  evident,  that, 
befides  the  general  oppofition,  which  I  formerly  mentioned, 
as  like  to  attend  you  in  your  frit  entrance  on  a  religious 
life,  you  will  find,  even  after  you  have  refolutely  broke 
through  this,  a  variety  of  hindrances  in  any  attempts  of  ex¬ 
emplary  piety,  and  in  the  profeeution  of  a  remarkably  Arid 
and  edifying  courfe,  will  prefent  themfelves  daily  in  your 
path.  And  whereas  you  may,  by  a  few  refolute  efforts, 
baffle  fome  of  the  former  fort  of  enemies,  thefe  will  be  per¬ 
petually  renewing  their  onfets,  and  a  vigorous  flruggle  mu  ft 
be  continually  maintained  with  them.  Give  me  leave  now, 
therefore,  to  be  particular  in  mv  cautions  againft  fome  of 
the  chief  of  them.  And  here  I  would  infill  upon  the  diffi¬ 
culties  which  will  arife  from  indolence  and  the  love  of 
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pleafure,  from  vaki  company,  and  from  worldly  cares. 
Each  of  the fe may  prove  enfnareing  to  any,  and  efpecially  to 
young  perfons,  to  whom  I  would  now  have  fame  particular; 
regard. 

§2.1  mtreatyou,  therefore, in  the  firll  place,  that  you 
would  guard  againfl  a  fluggifli  and  indolent  temper.  The 
love  of  eafe  Jnfinuates  itfelf  into  the  heart,  under  a  variety 
of  plaufible  pretences,  which  are  often  allowed  to  pals, 
when  temptations  of  a  grofier  nature  would  not  be  admit¬ 
ted.  The  mifpending  a  little  time  feems  to  wife  and  good 
men  but  a  fmall  matter  y  yet  this  fometimes  runs  them  into 
great  inconveniencies..  It  often  leads  them  to  break  in  up¬ 
on  the  lea  Tons  regularly  allotted  to  devotion,  and  to  defer 
bufmefs,  which  might  immediately  be  done,  but  being  put 
offfrom  day  to  day,  is  not  done  at  all;  and  therefore  the 
fervices  of  life  is  at  lead:  diminifhed,  and  the  rewards  of  eter¬ 
nity  diminifhed  proportionably  ;  not  to  infill  upon  it,  that 
very  frequently  lays  the  foul  open  to  farther  temptations, 
by  which  it  falls,  in  confequence  of  being  found  unemploy¬ 
ed.  Be,  therefore,  fufpicious  of  the  firfl  approaches  of  this 
kind.  Remember,  that  the  foul  of  man  is  an  adlive  being, 
and  that  it  mull  end  its  pleafure  in  activity.  Gird  up, 
therefore,  the  “  loins  of  your  mind  («■).”  Endeavour  to 
keep  yourfelf  always  well  employed.  Be  exadt,  if  I  may 
with  humble  reverence  ufe  the  exprefiion,  in  your  appoint¬ 
ments  with  God.  Meet  him  early  in  the  morning;  and 
fay  not  with  the  fiuggard,when  the  proper  hour  of  riling  is 
come,  “  A  little  more  lleep,  a  little  more  Humber  (&).” 
That  time  which  prudence  fhall  advife  you,  give  to  conver- 
fation,  and  to  other  recreations  ;  but  when  that  is  elapfed 
and  no  unforefeen  and  important  engagements  prefen ts 
rife  and  begone.  Quit  the  company  of  your  dear-ell  friends 
and  retire  to  your  proper  bufinefe,  whether  it  be  in  the  field* 
the  Hi  op,  or  the  elofist :  for  by  a&ing  contrary  to  the  fecret 
dictates  of  your  mind,  as  to  what  it  is  juft  at  the  prefent  mo¬ 
ment  bed  to  do,  though  it  be  but  in  the  manner  of  fpending 
half  an  hour,  feme  degree  of  guilt  is  contracted,  and  aba- 
bit  is  cheriihed,  which  may  draw  after  it  much  worfe  con- 
fequences.  Confider,  therefore,  what  duties  are  to  bedif- 
patched,  and  in  what  feafons.  Form  your  plan  as  prudent- 
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1  y  as  you  can,  and  purfue  it  refolutcly  :  unlefs  any  unex' 
peeled  incident  arifes,  which  leads  you  to  conclude  that  du“ 
ty  calls  you  another  way.  •  Allowances  of  fuch  unthought 
of  interruptions  mull  be  made  ;  but  if,  in  confequenee  of 
this,  you  are  obliged  to  omit  any  thing  of  importance  which 
you  purpofedto  have  done  to-day,  do  it  if  poffible  to-mor¬ 
row  :  and  do  not  cutvourfelf  out  new  work  till  the  former 
plan  be  difpatched  ;  unlefs  you  really  judge  it,  not  merely 
more  amufmg,  but  more  important.  And  always  remember,' 
that  a  fervant  of  Ohrid  fhould  fee  to  it  that  he  determine 
on  thefe  occalions  as  in  his  Mailer’s  pre fence. 

§  3.  Guard  alfo  againll  an  exceffivelove  of  fenfitiveand 
animal  pleafure,  as  that  which  will  be  a  great  hindrance  to 
vou  in  that  religious  courfe  which  I  have  now  been  urging. 
You  cannot  but  know  that  Chrift  has  told  us,  that  u  a  man 
u  mult  deny  himfelf,  and  take  up  his  crofs  daily,  if  he  de- 
u  fire  to  become  his  difciple  (c).”  Chrifl  the  Son  of  God, 
^  the  Former  and  the  Heirof  all  things,  pleafed  not  himfelf 
(d)  but  fubmitted  to  want,  to  difficulties,  and  hard- 
fliips,  in  the  way  of  duty,  and  fome  of  them  in  the  extremell 
kind  and  degree,  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  falvation  of 
men.  In  this  way  we  are  to  follow  him  ;  and  as  we  know 
not  how  foon  we  may  be  called  even  to  u  refill  unto  blood, 
u  driving  againft  fin  ( it  is  certainly  bell  to  accuflom 
ourfelvesto  that  difcipline  which  we  may  poffibly  be  called 
out  to  exercife,  even  in  fuch  rigorous  heights.  A  foft  and 
delicate  life  will  give  force  to  temptations,  which  might  ea- 
lily  be  fubdued  by  one-  who  has  habituated  himfelf  to  “  en- 
“  dure  hardlhip,  as  a  foldier  of  Jefus  Chrift  (/).”  It  alfo 
pruduces  an  attachment  to  rhis  world,  and  an  unwillingnefs 
to  leave  it;  which  ill  becomes  thofe  who  are  llrangers  and 
pilgrims  on  earth,  and  who  expedt  fo  foon  to  be  called  a- 
way  to  that  better  country  which  they  profefs  to  feek  (g). 
Add  to  this,  that  what  the  world  calls  a  life  of  pleafure, 
is  necelfarily  a  life  of  expence  too,  and  may,  perhaps,  lead- 
you,  as  it  hath  done  many  others,  and  efpecially  many  who 
have  been  fetting  out  in  the  world,  beyond  the  limits  which 
providence  has  affigned  ;  and  fo,  after  a  Ihort  courfe  of  in¬ 
dulgence,  may  pioduce  proportionable  want.  And  while  in 

(c)  Luke  ix.  23.  ( d )  Rom.  xv.  r.  ( e )  Heb.x ii.  4, 
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other  cafes  it  is  true,  that  pity  lliould  be  fhown  to  the  poor, 
this  is  a  poverty  that  is  julriy  contemptible,  becaufe  it  is  the 
effect  of  a  man’s  own  folly  ;  and  when  your  want  thus 
u  comes  upon  you  as  an  armed  man  you  will  not  on¬ 

ly  find  yourfelf  frr’pped  of  the  caoacifyyou  might  oiherwife 
have  fecured  for  performing  thole  works  of  charity,  which 
are  fo  ornamental  to  a  Chriftian  profeffion,  but,  probably, 
will  be  under  fome  ftrong  temptations  to  lome  low  artifice, 
or  mean  compliance,  quite  beneath  the  Chriftian  charafter, 
and  that  of  an  upright  man.  Many  who  once  made  a  high 
proieffion,  after  a  fer’es  of  fucli  lory  and  fcandalous  finite, 
have  fallen  into  the  infamy  of  bankrupts,  and  of  the  word: 
kind  of  bankrupts ;  I  mean  fucli  as  have  lavifbed  away  on 
themfelves  what  was  indeed  the  property  of  others,  and  fo 
have  injured,  and  perhaps  ruined,  the  induftrious,  to  feed 
a  foolifh,  1  uxuriant,  or  oftentatious  honour,  which,  while 
indulged,  was  the  fhame  of  their  own  families,  and,  when 
it  can  be  indulged  no  longer,  as  their  torment.  This  will 
be  a  terrible  reproach  to  religion ;  fuch  a  reproach  to  it, 
that  a  good  man  would  rather  chule  to  live  on  bread  and 
water,  or  indeed  to  die  for  want  of  them,  than  occafion  it. 

§  4.  Guard,  therefore,  I  befeech-you,  againft  any  thing 
which  might  tend  that  way,  .efpecialiy  by  diligence  in  bit— 
nnets,  and  by  prudence  and  frugality  in  expence;  which, 
by  the  divine  bleffing,  may  have  a  very  happy  influence  to 
make  your  affairs  profperous,  your  health  vigorous,  and 
your  mind  eafy.  But  this  cannot  be  attained  without 
Keeping  a  refolute  watch  over  yourfelf,  and  ftrenuoufly  re¬ 
filling  to  comply  with  many  propofals  which  indolence  or 
fenfuality  will  offer  in  very  plaufible  forms,  and  for  which 
it  will  plead  that  it  afks  but  very  little.  Take  heed,  left, 
in  this  refpect  you  imitate  tftofe  fond  parents,  who,  by  in¬ 
dulging  their  children  in  every  little  thing  they  have  a 
mind  to,  encourage  them,  by  infenfible  degrees,  to  grow 
ftill  moie  encioaching  and  imperious  in  their  demands  ;  as 
if  they  chofe  to  be  ruined  with  them,  rather  than  to  check 
them  in  what  feems  a  trifle.  Remember  and  conftder  that 
excellent  remark,  fealed  by  the  ruin  of  lo  many  thoufands, 

44  He  tbat  clefpires  fmall  things,  Hull  fall  bv  little  and  / 
“  little.’’  '  < 
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§5’  In  this  view  give  me  leave  alfo  ferioufly  and  ten¬ 
derly  to  caution  you,  my  dear  reader,  again  ft  the  fnares 
of  vain  company.  I  Ipeak  not,  as  before,  of  that  compa¬ 
ny,  which  is  openly  licentious  and  profane.  I  hope  there 
is  lomething  now  in  your  temper  and  views  which  would 
engage  you  to  turn  away  from  fuch  with  deteftation  and 
horror.  But  I  befeech  you  to  confider,  that  thole  compa¬ 
nions  may  be  very  dangerous  who  might  at  firfl  give  you 
but  very  little  alarm  ;  I  mean  thofe,  who,  though  not  the 
declared  enemies  of  religion,  and  profelied  followers  of 
vice  and  dilorder,  yet  neverthelefs  have  no  practical  fenfe 
of  divine  things  on  their  hearts,  fo  far  as  can  be  judged  by 
their  converfation  and  behaviour  You  muff  often  of  ne- 
cellity  be  with  fuch  perfons,  and  Chriftianity  not  only  al¬ 
lows,  but  requires,  that  von  fhould,  on  all  expedient  occa¬ 
sions  of  intercourfe  with  them,  treat  them  with  civility 
and  refpedl  :  but  chufe  not  fuch  for  your  moff  intimate 
friends,  and  do  not  contrive  to  fpend  moff  of  your  ieifure 
moments  among  them.  For  fuch  converfe  has  a  fenfible 
tendency  to  alienate  the  foul  from  God,  and  to  render  it 
unfit  for  all  fpiritual  communion  with  him.  Fo  convince 
you  of  this,  do  but  reflect  on  your  own  experience,  when 
you  have  been  for  many  hours  together,  among  perfons  of 
fuch  a  character.  Do  you  not  find  yourfelf  more  indif- 
pofed  for  devotional  exercifes  ?  Do  you  not  find  your  heart, 
by  in  fenfible  degrees,  more  and  more  inclined  to  a  con¬ 
formity  to  this  world,  and  to  look  with  a  fecret  difrelifli 
on  thofe  objects  and  employments  to  which  reafon  directs 
as  the  nobleft  and  the  Ijeft  ?  Ohferve  the  firfl:  fy mptoms, 
and  guard  againft  the  fnare  in  time  :  and,  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  endeavour  to  form  friendfhips  founded  in  piety,  and 
fupported  by  it.  Be  a  companion  of  them  that  fear  God, 
“  and  of  them  that  keep  his  precepts  (/).”  You  well  know, 
that  in  the  fight  of  God  u  they  are  the  excellent  of  the 
earth let  them  therefore  “  be  all  your  delight  (£).” 
And  that  the  peculiar  benefit  of  then*  friendfiiip  may  not 
be  loft,  endeavour  to  make  the  belt  of  the  hours  you  {pend 
with  them.  The  wifeft  of  men  has  obferved,  that  when 
u  Council  in  the  heart  of  a  man  is  like  deep  waters,”  that 
is,  when  it  lyes  low  and  concealed,  u  a  man  of  under- 

(/)  Pfalm  cxix.  63. 
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44  Handing  will  draw  it  out  (/).”  Endeavour,  therefore, 
on  liich  occafions,  lo  far  as  yon  can  do  it  with  decency 
and  convenience,  to  give  the  converfation  a  religious 
turn.  And  when  lerious  and  ufeful  fubjeds  are  darted  in 
your  prefence,  lay  hold  of  them,  and  cultivate  them;  and, 
for  that  purpofe,  44  let  the  word  of  Chrid  dwell  richly  in 

44  yon  (iw).’’  and  be  continually  made  44  the  men  of  your 
44  coun fel 

§6.  If  it  be  fo,  it  will  fe cure  you,  not  only  from  the 
fnares  of  idlenefs  and  luxury,  but  from  the  contagion  of 
every  bad  example.  And  it  will  alio  engage  you  to  guard 
again  ft  thole  exceffive  hurries  of  worldly  budnefs,  which 
would  fill  up  all  your  time  and  thoughts,  and  thereby  choke 
the  good,  word  of  God,  and  render  it  in  a  great  meafure 
if  not  quite,  unfruitful  (o).  Young  people  are  generally 
of  an  enterpridng  difpohtion  :  having  experienced  compa¬ 
ratively  little  of  the  fatigue  of  tufinefs,  and  of  the  dilap- 
pointments  and  incumbrances  of  life,  they  eafily  ftralJovr 
them  up,  and  annihilate  them  in  their  imagination,  and 
fancy  that  their  fpint,  their  application  and  addrefs,  will 
be  able  to  encounter  and  furniounr  every  obflacle  or  hin- 
de ranee.  But  the  event  proves  it  otherwife.  Let  me  in- 
treat  you  therefore,  to  be  cautious  how  you  plunge  your- 
eJ  11110  a  greater  variety  of  bufinefs  than  you  are  capable 
of  managing  as  you  ought,  that  is,  in  confidence  with  the 
care  of  your  fouls,  and  the  fervice  of  God  ;  which  certain¬ 
ly  ought  not  on  any  pretence  to  be  nagleded.  It  is  true 
indeed,  that  a  prudent  regard  to  your  worldly  intereft 
would  require  fuch  a  caution;  as  it  is  obvious  to  every 
caieful  obferver,  that  multitudes  are  undone  by  grafpinp 
.at  ir!ore  than  they  can  conveniently  manage. -1— Hence 
n  has  frequently  been  feen,  that  while  they  have  feemed 

a  ,efo!ved  f.°  **  nch>  rber  have  “  pierced  themfelves 
through  with  many  forrows  (p)”  have  ruined  tlieirown 
families,  and  drawn  down  many  others  into  defolation 
j  lliem  :  wgreas,  could  they  have  been  contented  with 
moderate  employments,  and  moderate  gains,  they  might 
have  profpered  in  theit  bufihels,  and  might  by  fure  de- 
giees,  under  a  divine  bleffing,  have  advanced  to  a  great 

(/)  F,Z  m2;,  {m' CoL  Hiv ' 6-  w  pf*1'  24. 
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and  honourable  increafe.  But  if  there  were  no  danger  at 
all  to  be  apprehended  on  this  head  ;  if  you  were  as  certain 
of  becoming  rich  and  great  as  you  are  of  perplexing  and 
fatiguing  yourfelf  in  the  attempt ;  confider,  I  befeeeh  you* 
how  precarious  thefe  enjoyments  are.  Confider  how  often 
a  “  plentiful  table  becomes  a  l’nare,  and  that  which  fliould 
“  have  been  for  a  man’s  welfare  becomes  a  trap  (<?)•’’  For¬ 
get  not  that  iliort  leflon,  which  is  fo  comprehenfive  of  the 
higheft  wifuom,  “  One  thing  is  needful  (r).’’  Be  daily 
thinking,  while  the  gay  and  great  things  of  life  are  glitter¬ 
ing  before  your  eyes,  how  foon  death  will  come  and  im¬ 
poverish  you  at  once;  how  foon  it  will  ftrip  you  of  all  the 
poUeifions  but  thofe  which  a  naked  foul  can  carry  along 
with  it  into  eternity,  when  it  drops  the  body  in  the  grave. 
•Eternity  !  eternity  !  eternity  !  Carry  the  view 
about  with  you,  if  it  be  poffible,  through  every  hour  of  wak¬ 
ing  life  ;  and  fully  perfuaded  that  you  have  no  bufmefs,  no 
interest  in  life,  that  is  inconhflent  with  it  :  for  whatloe- 
ver  would  be  injurious  to  this  view  is  not  your  bufmefs,  is 
not  your  intered.  You  fee,  indeed,  that  the  generality  of 
men  aft  as  if  they  thought  the  great  thing  which  God  re¬ 
quires  of  them,  in  order  to  fecure  his  favour,  was  to-get 
as  much  of  the  world  as  poilible  ;  at  lead  as  much  as  they 


can  without  anv  grofs  immorality,  and  without  Hiking  the 
lofs  of  alb  for  making  a  little  addition.  And,  as  if  it  were 
to  abet  this  defign,  they  tell  others, and  perhaps  tell  them- 
felves,  that  they  only  feek  opportunities  of  greater  uleful- 
neh,  but,  in  eiled,  if  they  mean  any  thing  more  by  this 
than  a  capacity  of  ufefulnels,  which  when  they  have  it, 
thev  will  not  exert,  they  generally  deceive  themfelves ; 
and  one  way  or  another,  it  is  a  vain  pretence.  In  mod; 
in  (lances  men  feek  the  world, — either  that  they  may  hoard 
up  riches  for  the  mean  and  fcandalous  fatisfadion  ol  look¬ 
ing  upon  them  while  they  are  living,  and  of  thinking,  tlmt 
when  they  are  dead,  it  will  be  faid  of  them,  that  they 
have  left  fo  many  hundreds  or  thoufands  of  pounds  belnnd 
them;  very  probably  to  enfnare  their  cnildien,  or  otber 
heirs,  Yor  the  vanity  is  not  peculiar  to  thofe  who  have 
children  of  their  own  :) — or  elfe,  that  they  may  lavifh  a- 
way  their  riches  on  their  luhs,  and  drown  themfelves  in  a 
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guiph  of  fenfaality,  in  which,  if  reafon  be  net  lofi,  reli¬ 
gion  is  foon  fw allowed  up,  and  with  it,  all  the  robleft  plea- 
lures  which  can  enter  into  the  heart  of  man.  In  this  view  , 
the  generality  of  rich  people  appear  to  me  objects  of  much 
greater  companion  than  the  poor;  efpecially  as  when  both 
live  (which  is  frequently  the  cafe)  without  any  fear  of  God 
before  their  eyes,  the  rich  abufe  the  greater,  variety  and 
abundance  of  his  favours,  and  therefore  will  probably  feel, 
in  that  world  of  future  ruin  which  awaits  impenitent  firmer:., 
a  more  exquifite  fenfe  of  their  mifery. 

§  7.  And  let  me  obferve  to  you,  my  dear  reader,  Jed 
you  fliould  think  yourfelf  fecure  from  any  fuch  danger, 
that  we  have  great  reafon  to  apprehend  there  are  many  now 
in  a  very  wretched  flate,  who  once  thought  feriouflv  of 
religion  when  they  were  fird  Getting  out,  in  lower  circum- 
ftances  of  life,  but  they  have  fmee  forfaken  God  for  Mam¬ 
mon,  and  are  now  priding  themfelves  in  thofe  golden  chains, 
which,  in  a!l  probability,  before  it  be  long,  will  leave  them 
to  remain  in  thole  of  darknefs.  When,  therefore  an  at¬ 
tachment  to  the  world  may  be  followed  with  fuch  fatal  con- 
iequences,  “  let  not  thine  heart  envy  Tinners  (h)  y"’  and  do 
not  out  of  a  defire  of  gaining  what  they  have,  be  guilty  of 
fuch  folly,  as  to  expofe  yourfelf  to  this  double  danger  of 
failing  in  the  attempt,  or  of  being  undone  by  the  fuccefs 
of  it.  Contrail  your  defire:  endeavour  to  be  eafy  and 
content  with  a  little  :  and  if  providence  call  you  out' to  act 
in  a  larger  fphere,  fubmit  to  it  in  obedience  to  Providence  ; 
but  number  it  among  the  trials  of  life,  which  it  will  require 
a  larger  proportion  of  grace  to  bear  well.  For,  be  ail u red, 
that  as  affairs,  and  intered  multiply,  cares  and  duties  will 
certainly  increafe,  and  probably  dil  appointments  and  bor¬ 
rows  will  increafe  in  an  equal  proportion. 

§  8.  On  the  whole,  Learn,  by  divine  grace,  to  die  to  the 
prefent  world  ;  to  look  upon  it  as  a  low  date  of  being,  which 
God  n-ver  intended  for  the  final  and  complete  happirief?, 
01  the  iupi  eme  care,  of  any  one  of  his  children  ;  a  world, 
where  fomething  is  indeed  to  be  enjoyed,  but  chiefly  from 
him felf ;  where  a  great  deal  is  to  be  borne  with  patience 
and  refignation  ;  and  where  fome  important  duties  are  to 
be  performed,  and  a  courfe  of  difeipline  to  be  palled 

Tf*)  Prov.xx ii.  17. 
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through,  by  which  you  are  to  be  formed  for  a  better  flare  ; 
to  which,  as  a  Ghriftian,  you  are  near,  and  to  which  God 
will  call  yon,  perhaps,  on  a  fudden,  but  undoubtedly,  if  you 
hold  011  your  way,  in  the  fitted:  time  and  the  mold  conveni¬ 
ent  manner.  Refer,  therefore,  all  this  to  him.  Let  your 
hopes  and  fears,  your  expectations  and  defires,  with  regard 
to  this  world  be  kept  as  low  aspoffible  ;  and  all  your  thoughts 
be  united,  as  much  as  may  be,  in  this  one  centre,  what  it  is 
that  God  would,  in  prefent  circumftances,  have  you  to  be; 
and  what  is  that  method  of  conduct  by  which  you  may  moil 

}  effectually  pleafe  and  glorify  him  ? 

•  +  / 

The  young  6'ot2wrf;PRAYER  for  divine  Protection  a- 
gainft  the  Danger  of  thefe  Snares. 


BLESSED  God  !  in  the  midfl  of  ten  thoufand  fnares 
and  dangers,  which  furround  me  from  without  and 
from  within,  permit  me  to  look  up  unto  thee  with  my  hum¬ 
ble. entreaty,  that  thou  wouldeft  a  deliver  me  from  them 
that  rife  up  againfl  me  ( t ),”  and  that  u  thine  eyes  may 
M  be  upon  me  for  good  (w)  h*  When  floth  and  indolence 
a*re  ready  to  feize  me,  awaken  me  from  that  idle  dieam 
with  lively  and  affectionate  views  of  that  invifibleand  eter¬ 
nal  world  to  which  I  am  tending  1  Remind  me  of  what  in¬ 
finite  importance  it  is  that  I  diligently  improve  thole  tran- 
Jlent  moments  which  thou  haft  allotted  to  me  as  the  time  ol 
my  preparation  for  it  1 

'When  “  fmners  entice  me,’’  may  I  “  not  confent  (x)  1 
May  holy  couverfe  with  God  give  me  a  difrelidi  for  the 
con  verfe  of  thofe  who  are  flrangersto  thee,  and  who  would 
Separate  my  foul  from  thee  !  May  “  I  honour  them  that 
“fear  the  Lord  (y)  and  walking  with  fuch  wife  and 
holy  men,  may  I  find  I  am  daily  advancing  in  wifdom  and 
holinefs  (z)  !  Quicken  me,  O  Lord,  by  their  means ;  that 
by  me  thoumayed  alfo  quicken  others  l  Make  me  the  hap¬ 
py  indrument  of  ^kindling  and  animating  the  flame  ox 
divine  love  in  their  breafls :  and  may  it  catch  from  heart 
to  heart,  and  grow  every  moment  in  its  progrefs  ! 

U)  Pfalm  lix.  .1.  (ft)  Jer.  xxiv*  6.  (x)Prov.u  10. 
(y)  Pfalm  xv.  4*  (*)  Prcv.x iii.  (a)  Rom ,  vim  6. 
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Guard  me,  O  Lord,  from  the  love  of  fenlual  plea  lure ! 
May  I  ferioufly  remember,  that  “  to  be  carnally  minded 
“  is -death  a)  \v.  May  it  pfeafe  thee,  therefore,  to  purify 
and  refine  my  foul  by  the  influences  of  thine  Holy  Spu  n, 
that  I  may  always  flvun  unlawful  gratifications  moic  loli- 
citotflly  than  others  purfue  them  ;  and  that  thole  imlulgen- 
cies  of  animal  nature,  which  thou  haft  allowed,  and  which 
the  conftitution  of  things  renders  neceflary,  may  be  loberly 
and  moderately  uied  1  May  I  (till  remember  the  iuperior 
dignity  of  my  spiritual  and  intelligent  nature,  and  may  the 
pleafures  of  the  man  and  the  Chriftian  be  fought  as  my  no- 
bled:  happinefs  1  May  my  foul  rife  on  the  wings  of  holy 
contemplation,  to  the  regions  of  invifible  glory  ;  and  may 
I  be  endeavouring  to  form  myfelf,  under  the  influences  of 
divinegrace,  for  the  entertainments  of  thole  angelic  fpiritf, 
that  live  in  thy  prefence  in  a  happy  incapacity  of  thofe  gvolV 
delights  by  which  fpirits  dwelling  in  fiefh  are  fo  often  en- 
fnared,  and  in  which  they  fo  often  lofe  rhe  memory  of  their 
high  original,  and  of  thofe  noble  hopes  which  alone  are 
proportionable  to  it  l 

Give  me,  O  Lord,  to  know  the  ftation  in  which  thou  haft;’ 
fixed  me,  and  fteadily  to  purfue  the  duties  of  it  ! — But  de¬ 
liver  me  from  thefe  exceflive  cares  of  this  world,  which 
would  fo  engrofs  my  time  and  my  thoughts,  that  the  one 
thing  needful  fhould  be  forgotten  !  may  my  defires  after 
worldly  podeflions  be  moderated,  by  confidering  their  un¬ 
certain  and  unfatisfying  nature  ;  and  while  others  are  lay¬ 
ing  up  treafures  on  earth,  may  I  be  u  rich  towards  Gcd 
“  (b)  !”  May  I  never  be  too  bufy  to  attend  to  thofe  great 
affairs  which  lie  between  thee  and  my  foul;  never  be  fo 
engrofled  with  the  concerns  of  time,  as  to  neglect  the  inter- 
eft’s  of  eternity  1  May  I  pals  through  earth  with  my  heart' 
and  hope  fet  upon  heaven,  and  feel  the  attractive  influence 
ftrongerand  (Longer,  as  I  approach  (till  nearer  and  nearer 
to  that  delirable  centre;  till  the  happy  moment  come, 
when  every  earthly  object  fhall  difappear  from  my  view, 
and  the  Alining  glories  of  the  heavenly  world  fhall  fill  my 
improved  and  (Lengthening  fight,  which  fhall  then  be 
cheered  with  that  which  would  now  overwhelm  me  •  Ameftfr- 
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CHAP.  XXII. 


The  cafe  of  a  Spiritual  Decay  and  Langour  in  Religion. 

Declenfions  in  religion ,  and  relapfes  into  fin ,  with  their 
f or  r  awful  confeqitences,  are ,  in  the  general,  too  proba¬ 
ble,  §  i.  The  cafe  of  declenfiion  and  Idhgonr in  relief 


as  dij  covering  itfelf.  (i).  a  failure  in  the  duties  op' 
the  clofet,  §4.  (2).  i?y  <2.  regie II  of facial  worfiiip,  § 

5.  (3).  By  want  of  love  to  our  Tellcw-Chrijtians,  § 

6.  (4).  By  an  undue  attachment  to  fen  final  pie  a  fires, 
0 r  fee ular  cares,  §  7 .  ($\  By  p rejudi ces  agai nft  fo me 
important  principles  in  religion,  §  8.  i  a  fymptom 
peculiarly  fad  and  dangerous,  §  9,  1  o.  Directions  for 
recovery ,  §11.  immediately  to  be  pur  fitted,  §  12.  A 
prayer  for  one  under fpiritual  decays . 

§  1.  YF  I  am  fo  happy  as  to  prevail  upon  you  in  the  ex¬ 
it  hortations  and  cautions  I  have  given,  you  will  pro- 
pab ly  go  on  with  pleafure  and  comfort  in  religion  ;  and 
your  path  will  generally  be  u  like  the  morning  light,  which 
u  fhineth  more  and  more  until  the  perfect  day  (a).”  Yet 
I  dare  not  flatter  myfelf  with  an  expectation  cf  fuch  fuc- 
cefs  as  (hall  carry  you  above  thoie  varieties  in  temper,  con¬ 
duct,  and  (late,  which  have  been  more  or  lefs  the  complaint 
of  the  bed  of  men. — Much  do  I  fear  that,  how  warmly  io- 
ever  your  heart  maybe  now  imp  re  fled  with  the  reprelenta- 
tion  I  have  been  making,  though  the  great  objects  of  your 
faith  and  hope  continue  unchangeable,  your  temper  to¬ 
wards  them  will  be  changed.  Much  do  I  fear  that  you  will 
feel  your  mind  langnifli and  tire  in  the  good  ways  ot  God  1 
nav,  that  you  may  be  prevailed  upon  to  take  feme  flep  out 
of  them,  and  may  thus  fall  a  prey  to  (orhe  of  tliofe  tempta¬ 
tions  which  you  now  look  upon  with  a  holy  fcorn.  The 
probable  conlequence  of  this  will  be,  that  God  will  hide  his 
face  from  vou  ;  that  he  will  flretch  forth  his  afflicting  hand 


(a)  Prov,  lv.  18, 
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again  ft  you  ;  and  that  you  will  ftill  fee  your  fonwftil  mo¬ 
ments,  how  cheerfully  foever  you  may  now  be  “  rejoicing 
u  in  the  Lord,  and  joying  in  the  God  of your  falvation  (b).v 
I  hope,  therefore,  it  may  be  of  fome  fervice,  if  this  too  pro¬ 
bable  event  Ihould  happen,  to  confider  thefe  cafes  a  little 
more  particulirly  :  and  I  heartily  pray  that  God  would 
make  what  I  fliall  lay  concerning  them  the  means  of  re- 
ftoring,  comforting,  and  ftrengthening  your  foul,  if  he  ever 
l’uffers  you  in  any  degree  to  deviate  from  him. 

§  2.  We  will  firft  confider  the  cale  of  fpiritualdeclenfi- 
©ns  and  langour.  in  religion.  And  here  I  de/ire  that,  be¬ 
fore  I  proceed  any  farther,  you  would  obferve,  that  I  do 
not  comprehend  under  this  head,  every  abatement  of  that 
fervour  which  a  young  convert  may  find,  when  he  firft  be¬ 
comes  experimentally  acquainted  with  divine  things.  Our 
natures  are  fo  framed,  that  the  novelty  of  objects  ftrikes 
them  in  fomething  of  a  peculiar  manner  ;  not  to  urge  how 
much  more  eafrly  our  paflions  are  imprefted  in  the  earlier 
years  of  life,  than  when  we  are  more  advanced  in  the  jour¬ 
ney  of  it.  This,  perhaps,  is  not  lufficiently  confidered. 
Too  great  a  ftrefs  is  commonly  laid  on  the  flow,  of  affect  i- 
ons  ;  and  for  want  of  this,  a  Chriftian  who  is  ripened  ih 
grace,  and  greatly  advanced  in  his  preparations  for  glory 
may  fometimes  be  ready  to  lament  imaginary  rather  than 
real  decays,  and  to  fay,  without  any  juft  foundation,  “  ofc 
“  that  it  were  with  me  as  in'  months  paft  (p).”  There¬ 
fore  you  can  hardly  be  too  frequently  told,  that  religion 
conflfts  chiefly  “  in  the  refolution  of  the  will  for  God,' "and 
m  a  conftant  care  to  avoid  whatever  we  are  perfuaded  he 
would  difapprove,  to  difpatch  the  work  he* has  affigned  ns 
!n  jj1 a^d  tox  Promore  his  glory m  the  happinefs  of  man-  ‘ 
kind.  To  this  we  are  chiefly  to  attend,  looking  in  all  to 
the  fimphcity  and  purity  of  thol#  motives  from  which  we  a  a 
which  we  know  are  chiefly  regarded- by  that  God  who 
fe  arches  the  heart ;  humbling  ourfelves  before  him  at  the 
fame  time  under  a  fen  fe  of  our  many  imperfe&ions,  and 
Hymg  to  the  blood  of  Ghrift  and  the  grace  of  the  goft4 
*  3-  Having  given  this  precaution,  I  will  now  a  little 
more  particukdy  defcribe  the  cafe  which  I  call  the  ftate 
ot  a  Chuftian,  who  is  declining  in  religion,  lb  far  as  it  does 
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not  fall  iia  with  thofe  which  I  fhall  confider  in  the  following 
chapters.  And  I  mud  obferve,  that  it  chiefly  confifls  u  m 
a  forgetfiilnefs  of  divine  objects,  and  a  rein;  fine  is  in  thofe  va¬ 
rious  duties  to  which  we  hand  engaged  by  that  iolemn  fur- 
render  which  we  have  made  of  ourfelv<esto  the  lev vice  of 
God.’’  There  will  be  a  variety  of  fymptoms,  according 
to  the  different  ci  re  urn  fiances  and  relations  in  which  the 
Chriflian  is  placed;  but  fome  will  be  of  a  more  univerfal 
kind.  It  will  be  peculiarly  proper  to  touch  on  thefe  ;  and 
fo  much  the  rather  as  thefe  declenflons  are  often  unobferv- 
ed,  like  the  grey  hairs  which  were  upon  Ephraim,  when  he 
knew  it  not  (d). 

§  4.  Should  you,  my  good  reader,  fall  into  tins  hate, 
it  will  probably  fir  ft  difcover  itfell  by  a  failure  in  the  du¬ 
ties  of  the  clofet.  Not  that,  I  fuppote  they  will  at  firh,  or 
certainly  conclude  that  they  will  ait  all,  be  wholly  omit¬ 
ted,  but  they  will  be  run  over  in  a  cold  and  formal  manner. 
Sloth,  or  fome  of  thofe  other  fnares  which  I  cautioned  you 
again h  in  the  former  chapter,  will  fo  far  prevail  upon  you, 
that  though  perhaps  you  know  and  recoiled!  that  the  pro¬ 
per  featon  for  retirement  is  come,  you  will  fometimes  in¬ 
dulge  your  fell  upon  your  bed  in  the  morning,  fometimes  in 
converfation  or  buflnefs  in  the  evening,  lo  as  not  to  ha\e 
convenient  time  for  it :  or  perhaps,  when  you  come  into 
your  clofet  at  that  feafon,  fome  favourite  book  you  are  de¬ 
sirous  to  read,  fome  correfpondence  that  you  elude  to  carry 
on,  or  fome  other  amufement  will  prefent  itfelf,  and  plead  to 
be  difpatched  firh.  This  will  probably  take  up  more  time 
than  you  imagine  ;  and  then  fecret  prayer  will  be  hurried 
oyer/ and  perhaps  reading  the  Scripture  quite  neglefled. 
You  will  plead  perhaps,  that  it  is  but  for  once  ;  but  the 
fame  allowance  will  be  made  a  iecond  and  a  third  time  ; 
and  it  will  grow  more  eafy  and  familiar  to  you  each  time 
than  it  was  the  laid.  And  thus  God  will  be  mocked,  and 
your  own  foul  will  be  defrauded  of  its  fpiritual  meals,  if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  exprefllon  ;  the  word  of  God  will  be 
fli o-hted ,  and  felf-examination  quite  diluted  ;  and  lecret 
ptaver  itfelf  will  gro  w  a  burden  rather  than  a  del  ;ght ;  and  a 
trifling  ceremonv  rather  than  a  devout  homage,  fit  for  the 
acceptance  oi  our  Father  who  is  in  heaven* 
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§  5,  If  immediate  and  relolute  meafures  be  not  taken 
for  our  recovery  from  thefe  declenfions,  they  will  ip  re  ad 
farther,  and  reach  the  afts  oi  iocial  worfhip.  You  will 
feel  the  effect  in  your  families,  a»d  in  public  ordinances. 
And  if  you  do  not  feel  it,  the  fymptoms  will  be  io  much 
the  worie.  Wandering  thoughts  will  (as  it  were)  eat  out 
the  very  heart  of  thefe  duties.  It  is  not,  I  believe,  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  the  raoit  eminent  Chriftians  to  be  entirely  fnee 
from  them  :  but,  probably,  in  thefe  circum fiances,  you  will 
find  but  few  intervals  of  ftribt  attention.,  or  oi  any  thing 
which  wears  the  appearance  of  inward  devotion.  And 
when  thefe  heartlefs  duties  are  concluded,  there  will  lcatce 
be  a  reflection  made  how  little  God  hath  been  enjoyed  in 
them,  how  little  he  hath  been  honoured  by  them.  Per¬ 
haps  the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  fupper,  being  lo  admira¬ 
bly  adapted  to  fix  the  attention  of  the  lbul,  and  to  excite  its 
wanned  exercife  of  holy  affections,  may  be  the  I  a  ft  ordi¬ 
nance  in  which  thefe  dedenfloRs  will  be  felt.  And  yet  who 
can  fay  that  the  facred  table  is  a  privileged  place  ?  Having 
been  unnecefTarily  Araitened  in  your  preparations,  you  will 
attend  with  Ids  fixednefs  and  enlargement  of  heart  than, 
wfual.  And  perhaps  a  d  i  flat  isfad  ion  in  the  review,  when 

there  has  been  a  remarkable  alienation  gi*  infenfbility  of 

* 

mind,  may  occaflon  a  difpofition  to  forfake  your  place 
and  your  duty  there.  And  when  your  fpiritual  enemies 
have  once  gained  this  point  upon  you,  it  is  probable  you 
will  fall  by  fwifter  degrees  than  ever,  and  your  refiflance  to* 
their  attempts  will  grow  weaker  and  weaker. 

§  6.  When  your  love  to  God  our  Father,  and  to  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifl  fails,  your  fervour  of  Chriftian  affection 
to  your  brethren  in  Chrifl:  will  proportionally  decline,  and 
your  concern  for  ufefulnefs  in  life  abate  ;  efpecialiy,  where 
any  thingis  to  be  done  for  fpiritual  edification.  You  will- 
find  one  excufe  or  another  for  the  negled  of  religious  dif- 
courfe,  perhaps  not  only  among  neighbours  and  Chriflian 
friends,  when  very  convenient  opportunities  o$er,  but  even 
with  regard  to  thofe  who  are  members  of  your  own  fami¬ 
lies,  and  to  thofe  who,  if  you  are  fixed  in  the  fuperior  rela¬ 
tions  of  life,  are  committed  to  your  care. 

§  7*  With  this  remiflhefs,  an  attachment  either  to  fen- 
fuai  pleasures  or  to  worldly  huflnefs  will  Tncreafe.  For  the 
foul  mufl  have  fomething  to  employ  it,  and  fomething  to 
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delight  itfelf  in ;  and  as  it  turns  to  one  or  the  other  of 
thefe,  temptations  of  one  fort  or  another  will  prefent  them- 
lelves.  In  fome  inftances,  perhaps  the  ftri&eft  bonds  of 
temperance,  and  the  regular  appointments  of  life,  ma y  be 
broken  in  upon  through  a  fondnefs  for  company,  and  the 
entertainments  which  often  attend  it.  In  other  inftances, 
the  interefts  of  life  appearing  greater  than  they  did  before, 
and  taking  up  more  of  the  mind,  contrary  interefts  of  other 
perfons  may  throw  you  into,  difquietude,  or  plunge  you  in 
debate  and  contention ;  in  which  it  is  extremely  difficult- 
to  preferve  either  the  ferenity  or  the  innocence  of  the  foul. 
And  perhaps,  if  minifters  and  other  Chriftian  friends  ob- 
ferye  this,  and  endeavour,  in  a  plain  and  faithful  way,  to 
reduce  you  fromy.our  wandering,,  a  falfe  delicacy  of  mind, 
often  contraifted  in  fuch  aftateas  this,  will  render  thefe  at¬ 
tempts  extremely  difagreeable.  The  ulcer  of  the  foul  (if  I 
may  be  allowed  the  expreffion)  will  not  bear  being  touched 
when,  it  moft  needs  it;  and  one  of  the  moft  generous  and 
felf-denying  inftances  of  Chriftian  friendship  fhall  be  turned 
into  an  occatlon  of  coldnels  and  diftafte,  yea,  perhaps  of 
enmity. 

§  8.  And  poilibly,  to  fum  up  all,  this  difordered  ftate 
of  mind  may  lead  you  into  fome  prejudices  againft  thofo 
very  principles  which  might  be  moft  effe<ftual  for  your  re¬ 
covery  ;  and  your  great  enemy  may  fucceed  fo  far  in  his 
attempts  againft  you,  as  to  perfuade  you  that  you  have  loft 
nothing  in  religion,  when  you  have  alnioft  loft  all.  He 
may,  very  probably,  lead  you  to  conclude,  that  your  for¬ 
mer  devotional  frames  were  mere  fits  of  enthufiafm  ;  and 
that  the  holy  regularity  of  your  walk  before  God  was  an 
unneceftary  ftri&nefs  and  forupulofity.  Nay,  you  may 
think  it  a  great  improvement  in  underftandmg  that  you  have 
learnt  from  fome  new  mailers,  that  if  a  man  treat  his  fel¬ 
low  creatures  with  humanity  and  good  nature,  judging  and 
reviling  only  thofe  who  would  difturb  others  by  thenarrovv- 
nefs  of  their  notions  (for  thefe  are  generally  exempted  from 
other  objeifts  of  the  mod;  univerfal  and  difinterefted  bene¬ 
volence  io  often  boafted  of)  he  mud  neceilarily  be  in  a  very 
good  ftate,  though  he  pretend  not  to  converfe  much  with 
God,  provided  that  he  think  refpeftfully  of  him,  and -do 
not  provoke,  him  by  any  gvofs  immoralities. 
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§  9.  I  mention  this  in  the  lad  ftage  of  religious  declen- 
fions,  becaule  I  apprehend  that  to  be  its  proper  place  5 
and  I  fear  it  will  be  found  by  experience  to  iland  upon  the 
very  confines  of  that  grofs  apoflaly  into  deliberate  and  pre- 
fumptnous  fin,  which  will  claim  our  coat! deration  under 
the  next  head  :  and  becaufe,  too,  it  is  that  fymptom  which 
mod  effectually  tends  to  prevent  the  fuccelV,  and  even  the 
ufe,  of  any  proper  remedies,  in  confequence  of  a  fond  and 
fatal  apprehension  t,hat  they  are  needlefs.  It  is,  if  I  may 
borrow  the  fimilie,  like  thofe  fits  of  lethargic  drowfinefs 
which  often  precede  apoplexies  and  death. 

§  10.  It  is  by  no  means  my  deflgn  at  this  time  to  rec¬ 
kon  upv  much  lefs  to  conflcer  at  large,  thofe  dangerous 
principles  which  are  now  ready  to  poffefs  tire  mind,  and 
to  lay  the  foundation  <51  a  falfe  and  treacherous  peace.  Itv-- 
deed  they  are  in  different  inffances  various,  and  fometimes 
run  into  opppfite  extremes;  but  if  God  awaken  you  to 
read  your  Bible  with  attention,  and  give  you  to  feel  the 
Spirit  with  which  It  is  written,  almod  every  page  will  flafh 
in  conviction  upon  the  mind,  and  fpread  a  light  to  fcatter 
and  difperfe  thefe  fliades  of  darknefs. 

§  it*  What  I  chiefly  intend  in  this  addrefs  is  to  engage 
you,  if  potable,  as  foon  as  you  perceive  the  ftrft  fymp- 
toms  of  thefe  declenfions,  to  be  upon  your  guard,  and  to 
enaeavour  as  fpeedily  as  poflible  to  recover  yourfelf  from 
them.  And  I  would  remind  you,  that  the  remedy  mud 
begin  where  the  firft  caufe  of  complaint  prevailed,  I  mean, 
in  the  clofet.  Take  feme  time  for  recollection,  and  alk 
yoiir  own  conference  ferioufly.  How  matters  hand  be¬ 
tween  the  blefled  God  and  your  foul  ?  Whether  they  are 
as  they  once  were,  and  as  you  could  wifh  them  to  be,  if 
you  faw  your  life  juft  drawing  to  a  period,  and  were  to  pafs 
immediately  into  the  eternal  date  ?  One  ferious  thought  of 
eternity  flames  a  thouland  vain  excufes,  with  which,  in 
tiic  forgetfulnefs  of  it,  we  are  ready  to  delude  our  own 
fouls.  And  when  you  feel  that  lecret  mifgiving  of  heart, 
^vn.ch  will  naturally  arife  on  this  occafion,  do  not  endea¬ 
vour  to  palliate  the  matter  and  to  find  out  flight  and  art¬ 
ful  co\ erings  for  what  you  cannot  forbear  fecretly  con¬ 
demning;  but  hone ftly  fall  under  the  conviCHon,  and  be 
humbling  for  it.  Pour  out  your  heart  before  God,  and  feek 
the  renewed  influences  of  his  Spirit  and  grace,  Return 
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with  more  examine  Is  to  iecret  devotion,  and  to  felf-examin- 


ation.  Read  the  Scripture  with  jet  greater  diligence,  and 
elpeciallv  the  more  devotional  and  ipiritnal  parts  of  it. 


Labour  to  ground  it  in  jour  heart,  and  to  feel  what  jou 
have  reafon  to  believe  the  facred  penmen  felt  when  thej 


wrote,  fo  far  as  circumdances  mav  agree.  Open  jour 
foul  with  all  fimpliciry  to  everj  lellon  which  the  word  of. 


God  would  teach  jou  ;  and  guard  againd  thofe  things 
which  jou  perceive  to  alienate  jour  mind  from  inward  re¬ 


ligion,  though  there  be  nothing  criminal  in  the  things  them- 


felves.  Thej  maj  perhaps  in  the  general  be  lawful ;  to 
fome,  poffibly  thej  maj  be  expedient ;  but  if  they  produce 
fuch  an  effect,  as  was  mentioned  above,  it  is  certain  they 
are  not  convenient  for  you.  In  thefe  circumffances  above 
all,  leek  the  converfe  of  thofe  Chriftians  whole  progrefs  ill 
religion  feems  mod  remarkable,  and  who  adorn  their  pro- 
feffion  in  the  mod  amiable  manner.  Labour  to  obtain 
their  temper  and  fentiments,  and  laj  open  your  cafe  and 
vour  heart  to  them  with  all  the  freedom  which  prudence 
will  permit.  Employ  yourfelf  at  feafons  of  lei  fare  in  read¬ 
ing  practical  and  devotional  books,  in  which  the  mind 
and  the  heart  of  the  pious  author  is  transfufed  into  the 
work,  and  in  which  you  can  (as  it  were)  tade  the  genuine' 
fpirit  of  Chridianity.  And,  to  conclude,  take  the  fird  op¬ 
portunity  that  pre Tents  itfelf  of  making  an  approach  to  the 
table  of  the  Lord,  and  fpare  neither  time  nor  pa  ns  in  the 
mod  ferious  preparation  for  it.  There  renew  your  cove¬ 
nant  with  God ;  put  your  foul  anew  into  the  hands  of 
Chrid,  and  endeavour  to  view  the  wonders  of  his  dying 
love  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  rekindle  the  la-ngifdhing 
dame,  and  quicken  you  to  more  vigorous  refolutions  than 
ever,  “  to  live  unto  him  who  died  for  you  (e).”  And  watch 
over  your  own  heart,  that  the  good  impredions  you  then 
felt  m£y  continue.  Red  not  till  you  have  obtained  as  con¬ 
firmed  a  date  in  religion  as  you  ever  knew.  Red  not  till 
yon  have  made  a  greater  progrefs  than  before  ;  for  it  is  cer¬ 
tain  more  is  yet  behind  ;  and  it  is  only  by  a  certain  zeal, 
to  go  forward  that  you  can  be  fecure  from  the  danger  of 
going  backward,  and  of  revolting  more  and  more;. 


(?)  2  Cor,  v.  is. 
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§  12*  I  only  add,  that  it  is  neceffary  to  take  t he ie  pre¬ 
cautions  as  loon  as  poflible  ;  or  you  will  probably  find  a 
much  fwifter  progrefs  than  you  are  aware  in  the  down- hill 
road ;  and  you  may  pofiibly  be  left  of  God  to  fall  into 
I'ome  grofs  and  aggravated  fin,  fo  as  to  fill  your  confidence 
with  an  agony  and  horror,  which  the  pain  of  broken  bones 
( f )  can  but  imperfectly  exprels. 

A  Pr  ay  er  for  one  under  Spiritual  Decays. 

ETERNAL  and  unchangeable  Jehovah !  thy  perfecti- 
tions  and  glories  are,  like  thy  being,  immutable,  Je- 
fus  thy  Son  is  u  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever 
u  (g) . ’ ’  The  eternal  world  to  which  I  am  haftening  is 
always  equally  important,  and  prefles  upon  the  attentive 
Blind  for  a  more  fixed  and  folenm  regard,  in  proportion  to 
the  degree  in  which  it  comes  nearer  and  nearer.  Rut, 
alas  !  my  views,  and  my  affections,  and  my  belt  refoluti- 
ons,  are  continually  varying,  like  this  poor  body,  which 
goes  through  daily  and  hourly  alterations  in  its  Rate  and  cir- 
cumftances.  Whence,  O  Lord,  whence  this  fad  change, 
which  I  now  experience,  in  the  frame  and  temper  of  my 
mind  towards  thee  ?  Whence  this  alienation  of  my  foul 
from  thee  ?  Why  can  I  not  come  to  thee  with  all  the  en¬ 
dearments  of  filial  love  as  I  once  could  ?  Whyisthyfer- 
vice  fo  remifsly  attended,  if  attended  at  all  ?  and  why  are 
the  exercifes  of  it,  which  were  once  my  greateft  pleafiire, 
become  a  burden  to  me  ?  “  Where,  O  God,  is  the  blefled- 
u  nefs  I  once  lpake  of  (h)f’  when  my  joy  in  thee  as  my 
heavenly  Father  was  fo  confpicuous  that  Grangers  might 
have  obferved  it  ;  and  when  my  heart  did  fo  overflow  with 
love  to  thee,  and  with  zeal  to  thy  fervice,  that  it  was  mat¬ 
ter  of  felf-denial  to  me  to  limit  andreftrain  the  genuine  ex- 
prefhons  of  thofe  ffrong  emotions  of  my  foul,  even  where 
prudence  and  duty  required  it? 

Alas,  Lord,  whither  am  I  fallen  !  thine  eye  fees  me 
Rill  ;  but  oh,  how  unlike  what  it  once  faw  me  !  Cold  and 
infenfible  as  I  am,  I  muff  blufli  on  the  reflexion. —-Thou 
u  feed  me  in  fecret  (/),’’  and  feed  me,  perhaps,  often  amu- 

(f)  Pfalm  li.  8.  (g)  Heb.  xiii.  8. 

\h)  Cal.  iv.  15=  (/)  Matth.  vi.  6. 
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fing  myfelf  with  trifles  in  thofe  feafons  which  I  ufed  folemn- 
1  y  to  devote  to  thine  immediate  fervice.-— Thou  feell  me 
coming  into  thy  prefence  as  by  conftraint  ;  and  when  I 
am  before  thee,  lo  ftraightened  in  my  fpirit,  that  I  hardly 
know  what  to  fay  to  thee,  though  thou  art  the  God  with 
whom  I  have  to  do,  and  though  the  keeping  up  an  humble 
and  dutiful  correfpon deuce  with  thee  is  beyond  *11  compa- 
rifon  the  moft  important  buflnefs  of  my  life.  And  even 
when  lam  fpeaking  to  thee,  with  how  much  coldnefs  and 
formality  is  it  ?  It  is  perhaps  the  work  of  the  imagination, 
the  labour  of  the  lips  ;  but  where  are  thofe  ardent  defires, 
thofe  intenfe  breathings  after  God,  which  I  once  felt  ? 
Where  is  thatpleafing  repoie  in  thee  which  I  wasonce  con- 
fcious  of,  as  being  near  my  divine  reft,  as  being  happy  in 
that  nearnefs,  and  refolving  that,  if  poflible,  I  would  no  more 
be  removed  from  it  ?  But,  oh,  how  far  am  I  now  removed  ? 
Whenthefe  fhort  devotions,  if  they  may  be  called  devoti¬ 
ons,  are  over,  in  what  long  intervals  do  I  forget  thee,  and 
appear  fo  little  animated  with  thy  love,  fo  little  devoted  to 
thy  fervice,  that  a  ftranger  might  converfe  with  me  a  confi- 
derable  time  without  knowing  that  I  had  ever  formed  any 
acquaintance  with  thee,  without  difcovering  that  I  had  fo 
much  as  known  or  heard  any  thing  of  God  ! — Thou  called: 
me  to  thine  houle,  O  Lord,  on  thine  own  day ;  but  how 
heartlefs  are  my  fervices  there  ?  I  offer  thee  no  more  than 
a  carcafe.  My  thoughts  and  affeftions  are  engrolfed  with 
other  objefts,  while  I  “  draw  near  thee  with  my  mouth, 
u  and  honour  thee  with  my  lips  ( k ).”  Thou  calleft  me 
t  o  thy  table  ;  but  my  heart  is  fo  frozen,  that  it  hardly  melts 
even  at  the  foot  of  the  crofs ;  hardly  feels  any  efficacy  in  the 
blood  of  Jefus.  Oh  wretehed  creature  that  I  am  l  Unwor¬ 
thy  of  being  called  thine  1  unworthy  of  a  place  among  thy 
children,  or  of  the  mean  eft  fit  nation  in  thy  family  ;  rather 
worth v  to  be  caft  out,  to  be  forfaken,  yea,  to  be  utterly  de- 
ftroyed  1 

Is  this.  Lord,  the  fervice  which  I  once  promifed,  and 
which  thou  haft  fo  many  thoufand  reafon?  toexpeft  ?  Are 
thefe  thj  returns  I  am  making  for  thy  daily  providential 
care,  for  the  facriflce  of  thy  Son,  for  the  communications  of 
thy  Spirit,  for  the  pardon  of  my  numberlefs  aggravated  fins 
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for  the  hopes,  the  nndeferved  and  fo  often  forfeited  hopes, 
of  eternal  glory  ?  Lord,  I  am  afhamed  to  Hand  or  to  kneel, 
before  thee.  But  pity  me,  I  bei’eech  thee,  and  help  me  \ 
for  I  am  a  pitiable  objeft:  indeed  !  “  My  foul  cleaveth  unto 
“  the  duft,v  and  lays  itfelf  as  in  the  duft  before  thee  5  blit 
oh,  “  quicken  me  according  to  thy  word  (/]  !”  Let  me 
trifle  no  longer,  for  I  am  upon  the  brink  of  a  precipice  !  I 
am  “  thinking  of  my  ways/'  oh  give  me  grace  to  “  turn  my 
“  feet  unto  thy  telhmonies  ;  to  make  ha  He  without  any 
u  farther  delay  that  I  may  keep  thy  commandments  (m)  1’’ 
u  Search  me,  O  Lord,  and  try  me  (72)  !:’  Go  to  the  ffril 
root  of  this  diftemper  which  fpreads  itfelf  over  my  foul, 
and  recover  me  from  it  !  Reprefent  fin  unt©  me,  O  Lord, 
I  befeech  thee,  that  I  may  fee  it  with  abhorrence  !  and  re¬ 
prefent  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  to  me  in  fuch  a  light,  that 
I  may  “look  upon  him  and  mourn  (o),’’  that  I  may  look 
upon  him  and  love  1  May  I  awaken  from  this  fbupid  le¬ 
thargy  into  which  I  am  finking ;  and  may  Chrifl  give  me 
-more  abundant  degrees  of  fpiritual  life  and  a&ivity  than  I 
ever  yet  received !  And  may  I  be  fo  quickened  and  ani¬ 
mated  by  him,  that  I  may  more  than  recover  the  ground 
I  have  loft,  and  may  make  a  more  fpeedy  and  exemplary 
progrefs  than  in  my  beft  days  I  have  ever  yet  done  !  Send 
down  upon  me,  O  Lord,  in  a  more  rich  and  abundant  ef~ 
fufion,  thy  good  Spirit  !  May  he  dwell  in  me,  as  in  a  tem¬ 
ple  which  he  has  confecrated  to  himfelf  (p)  :  and  while  all 
the  fervice  is  directed  and  governed  by  him,  may  holy  and 
acceptable  facrifices  be  continually  offered  (q)  !  May  the 
increafe  be  conftant,  and  may  it  be  fragrant !  May  the  ft?- 
cred  fire  burn  and  blaze  perpetually  (r)  ;  and  may  none 
of  its  veflels  ever  be  profaned,  by  being  employed  to' an  un¬ 
holy  or  forbidden  ufe  !  Amet-i. 

-(/)  ’  Pfalm  cxix.  25.  (m)  P/alm  cxix.  59,  60. 

\n)  Pfalm  cxxix.  2 3 ft  (0)  Zech.  x ii.  10. 

(p)  1  Cor.  iii.  1 6.  (q)  Rom.  xii.  1.  (r)  Levit.  v.  n, 
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CHAP.  XXIII. 


The  fad  cafe  of  a  relapfe  into  known  and  deliberate  Sin, 
after  folemn  Ads  of  Dedication  to  God,  and  fome  Pro¬ 
grefs  made  in  Religion. 

Unthought  of  re  lapfe  s  may  happen,  §  s,  and  bring  the 
foul  into  a  mi f enable  cafe,  §  2.  Yet  the  cafe  is  not  def - 
per ater  §  .3.  The  backjlider  urged  immediately  to  re- 
1  turn  ;  (t  1 ) .  By  deep  humiliation  before  God  for fo  ag¬ 
gravated  an  offence,  §4-  (2).  By  renewed  regards  to 
‘  *the  divine  mercy  in  Chrift ,  §  5.  (3).  By  an  open  pro- 
feffion  of  repentance,  where  the  crime  hath  given  pub¬ 
lic  offence ,  §  6.  (4).  Falls  to  be  reviewed  for  future 
caution,  §  7.  The  chapter  concludes,  §  8.  With  a 
prayer  for  the  ufe  of  one  who  hath  fallen  into  grofs 


fins  after  religious  refolutions  and  engagements. 

* 

HE  declenfions  which  I  have  defcribed  i ft  the 
foregoing  chapter  mud  be  acknowledged  wor¬ 


thy  of  deep  lamentation  :  but  happy  will  you  be,  %n y  dear 
reader,  if  you  never  know,  by  experience,  a  circumftance 
yet  more  melancholy  than  this.  Perhaps,  when  you  con¬ 
sider  the  view  of  things  which  you  now  have,  you  imagme 
that  no  confutations  can  ever  bribe  you,  in  any  Single :  in- 
-  dance,  to  ad  contrary  to  the  prefent  didates  or  fuggedions 
of  your*  confidence,  and  of  the  Spirit  of  God  as  fetting  it  on 
work.  No;  you  think  it  would  be  better  for  you  to  die. 
And  you  think  rightly.  But  Peter  thought  and  faid  fo  too  : 
Though  X  Should  die  with  thee,  yet  will  I  not  deny  thee 
(a)  *,>  and  yet  after  ail  h£  fell ;  and  therefore  u  be  not 
«  high-minded,  but  fear  (*).”  It  is  not  impoffible  but 
you  may  fall  into  that  very  fm  of  which  you  imagine  you 
are  lead  in  danger,  or  into  that  againd  which  you  have 
mod  folemn ly  refolved,  and  of  which  you  have  already 
mod  bitterly  repented.  You  may  relapte  into  it  again  ana 
a'min  :  but,  oh,  if  you  do,  nay,  if  you  Should  deliberately 


(a)  Matth.  xxvi.  35-  if)  Rom.  20. 
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and  prefumptuoufly  fall  but  once,  how  deep  will  it  pierce 
your  heart ;  how  dear  will  you  pay  for  all  the  pleafure  with 
which  the  temptation  has  been  baited  ?  how  will  this  fe- 
paraie  between  God  and  you  ?  What  a  defoiation,  what 
a  dreadful  defoiation  will  it  fpreaxl  over  your  foul  !  It  is 
grievous  to  think  of  it.  Perhaps  in  fuch  a  (late  you  may 
feel  more  agony  and  diftrefs  in  your  own  confcieace,  when 
you  come  ferioufly  to  refledt,  than  you  ever  felt  when  you 
were  tirft  awakened  and  reclaimed  ;  becaule  the  fm  will  be 
attended  with  fome  very  high  aggravations  beyond  thofe 
of  your  unregenerate  date.  I  well  knew  the  perfon  that 
paid,  “  The  agonies  of  a  (inner  in  the  firft  pangs  of  his  re- 
44  pentance  were  not  to  be  mentioned  on  the  fame  day  with 
44  thofe  of  the  backfiider  in  heart  when/  ’  when  he  comes 
to  be  “  filled  with  his  own  way  (c).” 

§  2.  Indeed  it  is  enough  to  wound  one’s  heart  to  think 
how  your’s  will  be  wounded  :  how  all  your  comforts,  all 
your  evidences,  all  your  hopes,  will  be  clouded;  what 
thick  darknefs  will  fprcad  itfelf  on  every  fide,  fo  that  nei¬ 
ther  fun,  nor  moon,  nor  ftars  will  appear  in  your  heaven. 
Yeur  fpiritual  confolations  will  be  gone;  and  your  tem¬ 
poral  enjoyments  will  alfo  be  rendered  taftelefs  and  infipicL 
And  if  afflidtions  be  fent,  as  they  probably  may,  in  order  to 
reclaim  you,  a  confcioufnefs  of  guilt  will  fbarpen  and  invc- 
nom  the  dart.  Then  will  the  enemy  ofvour  foul,  with 
all  his  art  and  power,  rife  up  againft  you,  encouraged  by 
your  fall,  and  labouring  to  trample  you  down  in  utter  hope- 
lefs  ruin.  He  will  perfiude  you  that  you  are  already  un¬ 
done  beyond  recovery  :  he  will  fuggefl  that  it  fignifies  no¬ 
thing  to  attempt  it  any  more  ;  for  that  every  effort,  every 
amendment,  every  a  dt  of  repentance,  will  but  make  your 
cafe  fo  much  the  worfe,  and  plunge  you  lower  and  lower 
into  hell. 

§  3.  Thus  will  he  endeavour  by  terrors  to  keep  you 
from  that  fure  remedy  which  yet  remains.  But  yield  not 
to  him.  Your  cafe  will  indeed  be  fad  ;  and  if  it  be  now 
your  cafe,  it  is  deplorably  fo;  and  to  reft  in  it  would  be 
If  ill  much  worfe.  Your  heart  would  be  hardened  yet  more 
and  more;  and  nothing  could  be  expected  but  hidden  and  , 
aggravated  deftrudtion.  Yet,  blefted  be  God,  it  is  not  quits ^ 


(c)  Prov.  xiv. 
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bopelefs.  44  Your  wounds  are  corrupted,  becaufe  of  your 
fooliilmefs  (d)  but  the  gangrene  is  not  incurabJe. 
u  There  is  balm  in  Gilead,  there  is  a  Phyfician  there  (e).” 
Do  not,  therefore,  render  your  condition  hopelels,  by  now 
laying,  44  There  is  no  hope  (f)f  and  drawing  a  fatal. ar¬ 
gument  from  that  fa  lie  fuppoiition  for  going  after  the  idols 
you  have  loved.  Let  me  addrefs  you  in  the  language  of 
God  to  hisbacldliding  people,  when  they  were  ready  to  ap¬ 
prehend  that  to  be  their  cafe,  and  to  draw  fuch  a  concluhon 
from  it:  44  Only  return  unto  me,  faith  the  Lord  (g).” 
Cry  for  renewed  grace  ;  and,  in  the  flrength  of  it,  lab  Qui¬ 
to  return.  Cry  with  David  under  the  like  guilt,  44  I  have 
44  gone  affray  like  a  loll  ilieep,  feek  thy  fervant ;  for  I  do 
44  not  forget  thy  commandments  ( h )  f  and  that  remem¬ 
brance  of  them  is,  I  hope,  a  token  for  good.  But  if  tho«u 
will  return  at  all,  do  it  immediately.  Take  not  one  ffep 
more  in  that  fatal  path  to  which  thou  haft  turned  aflde. 
Think  not  to  add  one  fm  more  to  the  account,  and  then  to 


repent ;  as  if  it  would  be  but  the  fame  thing  on  the  whole. 


Tiie  fecond  error  may  be  worfe  than  the  drd ;  it  may  make 
way  for  another  and  another,  and  draw  on  a  terrible  train 
of  confequences  beyond  all  you  can  now  imagine.  Make 
hade  therefore,  and  do  not  delay.  Efcape,  and  fly  as  for 
thy  life  (/),  before  44  the  dart  flrike  through  thy  liver  (£).” 
44  Give  not  deep  to  thine  eyes,  nor  dumber  to  thine  eve-lids 
44  (/)  lye  not  down  upon  thy  bed  under  unpardoned 
guilt,  led  evil  overtake  thee,  led  the  fwora  of  divine  judice 
fliould  fmite  thee;  and  whild  thou  propofed  to  return  .to*- 
morrow,  thou  dioulded  this  night  go  and  take  podedion  of 
hell. 

§  4.  Return  immediately;  and  permit  me  to  add,  re¬ 
turn  folenmly.  Some  very  pious  and  excellent  divines 
have  expieifed  themfelves  upon  this  head  in  a  manner 
which  feems  liable  to  dangerous  abufe ;  when  they  urge 
men  after  a  fall  44  not  to  day  to  furvey  the  ground,  nor 
44  confide r  how  they  came  to  be  thrown  down,  but  imme- 
44  diately  to  get  up  and  renew  the  race.’’  In  {lighter  cnfes 
die  advice  is  good  :  but  when  confcience  has  fuff ere d  fuch 

(d)  Pfalm  xxxviii.  5.  (e)  Jer.  viii.  22.  ( f )  Jer.  ii.  25. 
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violent  outrage  by  the  commiflion  of  known,  wilful,  and  de¬ 
liberate  fin  (a  cafe  which  one  would  hope  fhould  but  feldom 
happen  to  thofe  who  have  once  fincerely  entered  on  a  reli¬ 
gious  courfe)  I  can  by  no  means  think  that  either. reafon  or 
Scripture  encourage  fuch  a  method.  Efpecially  would  it 
be  improper,  if  the  adtion  itfelf  has  been  of  io  heinous  a  na¬ 
ture,  that  even  to  have  fallen  into  it  on  the  moll  hidden  fur- 
prife  of  temptation,  mull  greatly  have  afliamed,  and  terrifi¬ 
ed,  and  diftreffed  the  foul.  Snch  an  affair  is  dreadfully  foJenm, 
and  fliouldbe  treated  accordingly.  If  this  has  been  the  fad 
cafe  with  you,  my  then  unhappy  reader,  I  would  pity  you, 
and  mourn  over  you  ;  and  would  befeeoh  you,  as  you  ten¬ 
der  your  peace,  your  recovery,  the  health  and  the  very  life 
of  your  foul,  that  you  would  not  loiter  away  an  hour.  Re¬ 
tire  immediately  for  ferious  reflexion.  Break  through  other 
engagements  and  employments,  unlefs  they  be  fuch  as  you 
cannot  in  confcience  delay  for  a  few  hours,  which  can 
feldom  happen- in  the  circumftance  I  now  fuppofe.  This 
isthe  one  thing  needful.  Set  yourfelf  to  it,  therefore,  as  in 
the  'prefence  of  God,  and  hear  at  large  patiently  and  hum- 
bly,  what  confcience  has  to  fay,  though  it  chide  and  re¬ 
proach  feverely.  Yea,  earn eftly  pray,  that  God  would 
ipeak  to  you  by  confcience,  andmake  you  more  thorough¬ 
ly  to  know  and  feel  “  what  an  evil  and  bitter  thi  ng  it  is 
that  you  have  thus  forfaken  him  (m).”  Think  of  all 
the  aggravating  circumftances  attending  your  offence,  and 
efpecially  thofe  which  arife  from  abufed  mercy  and  good- 
Kefs;  which  arife  not  only  from  your  folemn  vows  and  en¬ 
gagements  to  God,  but  from  the  views  you  have  had  of  a 
Redeemer’s  love,  fealed  even  in  blood.  And  are  thefe  the 
returns?  Was  it  not  enough  that  Chrifl  fliould  have  been 
“  thus  injured  by  his  enemies?”  muff  he  be  “  wounded 
“  in  the  houfe  of  his  friends5’  too  ( h\  ?  Were  you  u  deli- 
u  vered  to  work  fuch  abominations  as  thefe  (0)  ?’’  Did 
the  bleffedjef  us  groan  and  die  for  you,  that  you  might  fin 
with  boldnefs  and  freedom,  that  you  might  extract,  as  it 
were,  the  very  fpirit  and  elTence  of  tin,  and  offend  God  to  • 
a  height  of  ingratitude  and  bafenefs  which  would  otherwife 
have  been  in  the  nature  of  things  impoffible  !  Oh,  think 
howjuflly  God  might  call  you  out  from  his  prefence  !  How 
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juftly  he  might  number  you  among  the  moll  fignal  al¬ 
liances  of  his  vengeance  !  And  think  how  44  your  heart 
44  would  endure,  or  your  hands  be  ftrong,  if  he  would  deal 
u  thus  withyou  (y>)  1”  Alas  1  all  your  former  experiences 
would  enhance  your  fenfe  of  the  ruin  and  mifery  that  mult 
be  felt  in  an  eternaf  banifhment  from  the  divine  prefence 
and  favour. 

§  5.  Indulge  fuch  reflections  as  thefe.  Stand  the  hum¬ 
bling  tight  of  your  tins  in  luch  a  view  as  this.  The  more 
odious  and  more  painful  it  appears,  the  greater  profpeft 
there  will  be  of  your  benefit  by  attending  to  it.  But  the 
matter  is  not  to  reft  here.  All  thefe  reflections  are  intend¬ 
ed,  not  to  grieve,  but  to  cure  j  and  to  grieve  no  more  than 
promote  the  cure.  You  are  indeed  to  look  upon  fin ;  but 
you  are  alfo,  in  fuch  a  circumftance,  if  ever,  to  u  look 
44  upon  Chrift  :  to  look  upon  him  whom  you  have  now 
44  pierced”  deeper  than  before,  and  to  44  mourn  for  him 
44  with  line  ferity  ane  tendernefs  (tf)."7 — The  God  whom 
you  have  injured  and  affronted,  whole  laws  you  have  bro¬ 
ken,  and  whole  jultice  you  have  (as  it  were)  challenged 
by  this  foolilli  wretched  apodacy,  is  neverthelefs  44  a  molt 
44  merciful  God  (r).”  You  cannot  be  fo  ready  to  return 
to  him,  as  he  is  ready  to  receive  you.  Even  now  does  he, 
as  it  were,  folicit  a  reconciliation  by  thole  tender  impref- 
fions  which  he  is  making  upon  your  heart.  But  remem¬ 
ber  how  he  will  be  reconciled.  It  is  in  the  very  fame  way 
in  which  you  made  your  Arid  approaches  to  him  :  in  the 
name,  and  for  the  fake  of  his  dear  Son.  Come,  there¬ 
fore,  in  an  humble  dependence  upon  him.  Renew  your 
application  to  Jefus,  that  his  blood  may  (as  it  were)  be 
fprinkled  upon  your  foul,  that  your  foul  may  thereby  be 
purified,  and  your  guilt  removed.  This  very  fin  of  your’s, 
which  the  blelled  God  forefaw,  increafed  the  weight  of 
your  Redeemer’s  fufferings:  it  was  concerned  in  died  ding 
his  blood.  Humbly  go,  and  place  your  wounds  (as  it 
were)  under  the  droppings  of  that  precious  balm  by  which 
alone  they  can  be  healed.  That  compalfionate  Saviour 
will  delight  to  redore  you,  when  you  lye  as  an  humble  fup- 
plicant  at  his  feet,  and  will  gracioudy  take  part  with  you 
in  that  peace  and  pleafure  which  he  gives.  Through  him 


(p)  Zek-  xxii.  t4*  (q)  Zech.  xii.  to. 

%  u  .  .  — 


II  <  \ 

*4> 

$ 

k 

*  1 

|  t 

(: r)Deut »  iv.  31* 


♦ 


v. 


2  ft 


chap.  23.  | Religion  in  the  Soul . 

renew  your  covenant  with  God,  that  broken  covenant,  the 
breach  of  which  divine  juftice  might  teach  you  to  know 
“  by  terrible  things  in  rightooufnefs  (s)  $”  but  mercy  al¬ 
lows  of  an  accommodation.  Let  the  conlcioufnefs  and  re¬ 
membrance  of  the  breach  engage  you  to  enter  into  cove¬ 
nant  anew,  under  a  deeper  fenfe  than  ever  of  your  own 
weaknefs,  and  a  more  cordial  dependence  on  divine  grace 
for  your  Security,  than  you  have  ever  yet  entertained.  I 
know  you  will  be  afhamed  to  prefent  yourfelf  among  the 
children  of  God  in  his  fan&uary,  and  eipecially  at  his  ta¬ 
ble,  under  a  confcioulnefs  of  lo  much  guilt  j  but  break 
through  that  lliame,  if  Providence  open  you  the  way.  You 
would  be  humbled  before  your  offended  Father  ;  but  Pure¬ 
ly  there  is  no  place  where  you  are  more  like  to  be  hum¬ 
bled,  than  when  you  fee  yourfelf  in  his  houfe  ;  and  no  or¬ 
dinance  administered  there  can  lay  you  lower  than  that  in 
which,  u  Chrift  is  evidently  let  forth  as  crucified  before 
“  your  eyes  (/).”  Sinners  are  the  only  perfons  who  have 
bufinefs  there ;  the  beft  of  men  come  to  that  facred  table 
as  tinners  ;  as  fuch  make  your  approach  to  it ;  yea,  as  the 
greateft  of  tinners  ;  as  one  who  need&  the  blood  of  Jefus 
as  much  as  any  creature  upon  earth. 

6.  And  let  me  remind  you  of  one  thing  more:  If 
your  fall  has  been  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  give  any  fcandal 
to  others,  be  not  at  all  concerned  to  fave  appearances,  and 
to  moderate  thole  moitiflcations,  which  deep  humiliation 
before  them  would  occafion.  The  depth  and  pain  of  that 
mortification  is  indeed  an  excellent  medicine,  which  God 
'has  in  his  wife  goodnefs  appointed  for  you  in  fueh  circum- 
ftances  as  thele.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  confefs  your  fault  with 
the  greateft  franknefs  :  aggravate  it  to  the'utmoft;  intreat 
pardon  and  prayer  from  thofe  whom  you  have  offended. 
Then,  and  never  till  then,  you  will  be  in  the  way  to 
peace  :  not  by  palliating  a  fault,  not  by  making  vain  ex- 
cufes,  not  by  obje&mg  to  the  manner  in  which  others  may 
have  treated  you  ;  as  if  the  lead  excefsof  rigour  in  a  faith¬ 
ful  admonition  were  a  crime  equal  to  fome  great  immoral¬ 
ity  that  occafioned  it.  This  can  only  proceed  from  the 
madnefs  of  pride  and  felf-love  :  it  is  the  fenfibility  of  a 
wound  which  is  hardened,  fwelled,  and  inflamed  !  and  it 
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muft  be  reduced  and  cooled,  and  fuppled,  before  it  can 
poftibly  be  cured.  To  be  cenfured  and  condemned  by 
men,  will  be  but  a  little  grievance  to  a  foul  thoroughly 
humbled  and  broken  under  a  fenfe  of  having  incurred  the 
condemning  fentence  of  God.  Such  a  one  will  rather  de¬ 
fire  to  glorify  God,  by  fubmitting  to  deferved  blame; 
®nd  will  tear  deceiving  others  into  a  more  favourable  opi¬ 
nion  of  him  than  he  inwardly  knows  himfelf  to  deferve. 
Thefe  are  the  fentiments  which  God  gives  to  the  fm cere 
penitent  in  fuch  a  cafe ;  and  by  this  means  he  reftores  him 
to  that  credit  and  regard  among  others,  .which  he  does  not 
know  how  to  feek ;  but  which,  neverthelefs,  for  the  fake 
both  of  his  comfort  and  ufefulnefs,  God  wills  that  he  fliould 
have ;  and  which  it  is,  humanly  fpeaking,  impoflible  for 
him  to  recover  any  other  way.  But  there  is  fomething  fo 
honourable  in  the  frank  acknowledgment  of  a  fault,  and  m 
deep  humiliation  for  it,  that  all  who  fee  it  mud.  needs  ap¬ 
prove  it.  They  pity  an  offender  who  is  brought  to  fuch  a 
difpofition,  and  endeavour  to  comfort  him  with  returning 
expreffions,  not  only  of  their  love,  but  of  their  efteem  to;  * 

§  7.  Excufe  this  digreflion,  which  may  fuit  fome  cafes; 
and  which  would  fuit  many  more,  if  a  regular  discipline 
were  to  be  exercifed  in  churches:  for  on  fuch  a  fuppofiti* 
on,  the  Lord’s  flipper  could  not  be  approached  after  vifi- 
fible  and  fcandalous  falls  without  folemn  confeftion  of  the 
offence  and  declarations  of  repentance.  On  the  other 

v 

hand,  there  may  be  inftances  of  fad  apoftafy,  where  the 
crime,  though  highly  aggravated  before  God,  may  not  fall 
tinder  human  notice.  In  this  cafe,  remember  that  your 
bufinefs  is  with  him  to  whofe  piereing  eye  every  thing  ap¬ 
pears  in  its  juft  light;  before  him,  therefore,  proftrate 
your  fouls,  and  feek  a  folemn  reconciliation  with  him, 
confirmed  by  the  memorials  of  his  dying  Son.  And  when 
this  is  done,  imagine  not,  that  becaufe  you  have  received 
the  tokens  of  pardon,  the  guilt  of  your  apoftafy  is  to  be 
forgot  at  once.  Bear  it  ftill  in  .  your  memory  for  fuuire 
caution  :  lament  it  before  God,  ih  the  frequent  returns 
of  fecret  devotion  efpecially :  and  view  with  humiliation 
the  fears  of  thofe  wounds  which  your  own  folly  occafioned, 
oven,  wilt  it  by  divine-  grace  they  are  thoroughly  healed. 
For  God  e ftabli flies , his  covenant,  not  to  remove  the  fenfe 
of  every  pa  ft  abomination,  but  4f  that  thou  m  a  ye  ft  remexn- 
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u  her  thy  ways,  and  be  confounded,  and  never  open  thy 
u  mouth  any  more  becaufe  of  thy  fharne,  even  when  I  am 
pacified  towards  thee  for  all  that  thou  half  done,  faith 
44  the  Lord  ( u ) 

5  8.  And  now,  upon  the  whole,  if  you  defire  to  attain 
fuch  a  temper,  and  to  return  by  fuch  heps  as  thefe,  then 
immediately  fall  down  before  God,  and  pour  out  your 
heart  in  his  prefence,  in  language  like  this  : 

-^Prayer  for  one  who  has  fallen  into  grofs  Jins ,  after 
religions  ReJ'oluticm  and  Engagements , 

QMoh:  holy,  holy,  holy,  Lord  God  !  when  I  ferioufly 
reflect  on  thy  fpotlefs  purity,  and  011  the  fh*i6l  and 
impartial  methods  of  thy  heady  adminihration,  together 
witn  that  almighty  power  of  thine,  which  is  able  to  carry 
every  thought  of  thine  heart  into  immediate  and  full  exe¬ 
cution,  I  mayjuhly  appear  before  thee  this  day  with  ihame 
and  terror,  in  confufion  and  conhernation  of  fpirit.  This 
day,  O  my  God,  this  dark  mournful  day,  would  I  take  oc¬ 
casion  to  look  back  to  that  fad  fource  of  our  guilt  and  our 
mifery,  the  apohafy  of  our  common  parents,  and  fay,  with 
thine  offending  fervant  David,  u  Behold,  I  was  fhapen  in 
iniquity,  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  conceive  me 
This  day  would  I  lament  all  the  fatal  confequences  of  fuch 
a.  defcent  with  regard  to  myfelf.  And,  oh,  how  many 
have  they  bean  !  The  remembrance  of  the  fins  ofmyun- 
conveited  ffate,  and  the  failings  and  infirmities  of  my  after 
ife,  may  juflly  confound  me  !  How  much  more  fuch  a 
fcene  as  now  lies  before  my  confidence,  and  before  thine  A  f*- 
all-feeing  eye  ?  For  u  thou,  O  Lord,  knowefl  my  fcolifh-  1 
“  nek>  and  ni)r  fins  are  not  hid  from  thee  (y).5’  “  Thou  ,  V" 

“  teIJdl  aI1  WY  wanderings  from  thy  flatutes  (z)  thou 
feeff,  and  thou  recorded,  every  inftance  of  my  cUfobedience  b* '  * 
to  thee,  and  of  my  rebellion  againil  thee  :  thou  feed  it  in  L 
every  aggravated  circumftance  which  I  can  difcern,  and 
m  many  more  which  I  have  never  obferved  or  refle&edup- 
011.  How  then  fhall  I  “  appear  in  thy  prefence,  or  lift 
up  my  face  to  thee  (a)  !’’  “  I  am  full  of  confufion  (b)f 

(u)  Ezek.  xv\.  63.  (*)  Pfal.  Ii.  5.  (y)  PfaL  ]xix.  5> 
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and  feel  a  fecret  regret  in  the  thought  of  applying  to  thee  : 
But,  u  O  Lord,  to  whom  fliould  I  go  but  unto  thee  (c) 
unto  thee,  on  whom  depends  my  life  or  my  death  :  unto 
thee,  who  alone  canfl  take  away  that  burden  of  guilt  which 
now  prelies  me  down  to  the  du/1 :  who  alone  canfl  re- 
ftore  to  my  foul  that  refl  and  peace  which  I  have  loft,  and 
which  I  delerve  for  ever  to  lole  !  ' 

Behold  me,  O  Lord  God,  falling  down  at  thy  feet !  Be¬ 
hold  me,  pleading  guilty  in  thy  prefence,  and  furrendering 
myfelf  to  that  juftice  which  I  cannot  efcape  1  I  have  not 
one  word  to  offer  in  my  own  vindication,  in  my  own  excufe.. 
Words,  far  from  being  able  to  clear  up  yiy  innocence,  can 
never  fufficiently  de  (tribe  the  enormity  and  demerit  of  in y 
fin;  Thou,  O  Lord,  and  thou  only,  knoweft  to  the  full  how 
heinous  and  how  aggravated  it  is.  Thine  infinite  Under- 
Handing  alone  can  fathom  the  infinite  depths  of  its  malig¬ 
nity.  I  am,  on  many  accounts,  moft  unable  to  doit.  I 
cannot  conceive  the  glory  of  thy  facred  Majefly,  whofe  au¬ 
thority  I  have  defpifed,  nor  the  number  and  variety  oftliofe 
mercies  which  I  have  finned  againft.  I  cannot  conceive 
the  value  of  the  blood  of  thy  dear  Son,  which  I  have  un¬ 
gratefully  trampled  under  mv  feet  5  nor  the  dignity  of 
that  blefled  Spirit  of  thine,  'whofe  agency  I  have,  as  far  as 
I  could,  been  endeavouring  to  oppole,  and  whole  work  I 
have  been,  as  with  all  my  might,  labouring  to  undo,  and 
to  tear  up  (as  it  were)  that  plantation  of  bis  grace,  which 
I  fliould  rather  have  been  willing  to  have  guarded  with  my 
life,  and  watered  with  my  blood.  Oh  the  bafenefs  and 
madnefs  of  my  condu&  ’  that  I  fliould  thus  (as  it  were) 
rend  open  the  wounds  cf  my  foul,  of  which  I  had  died  long 
ere  this,  had  not  thine  own  hand  applied  a  remedy,  had  not 
thine  only  Son  bled  to  prepare  it  !  That  I  fliould  violate 
the  covenant  that  l  have  “  made  with  thee  by  facrifice  jd),’’ 
by  the  memorials  of  fueh  a  facrifice  too,  even  of  Jelm  whi  iff 
my  Lord,  whereby  I  am  become  “  guilty  of  his  body  and 
“  blood  (e).9’  That  I  fliould  bring  fuch  difhonour  upon 
religion  too,  by  fo  unfuitable  a  walk,  and  perhaps  open  the 
mouths  of  its  greatefl  enemies  to  in  full  it  upon  my  account, 
and  prejudice  feme  againfl  it  to  their  everlafting  deftru&i- 
on  t 

(c)  John  vi«  68.  (d)  PfaL  1.  5*  M  1  xi. 27- 
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I  wonder,  O  Lord  God,  that  I  am  here  to  own  all  this. 
I  wonder  that  thou  halt  not  long  ago  appeared  u  as  a  fwift 
“  witnefs  againll  me  (f)  that  thou  haft  not  difcharged 
the  thunderbolts  of  thy  flaming  wrath  againft  me,  and 
cruflied  me  into  hell  ;  making  me  there  a  terror  to  all  a- 
bout  me,  as  well  as  to  mvfelf,  by  a  vengeance  and  ruin, 
to  be  diftinguifhed  even  there,  where  all  are  miferable,  and 
all  hopelefs. 

O  God,  thy  patience  is  marvellous  !  but  how  much  more 
marvellous  is  thy  grace,  which,  after  all  this,  invites  me  to 
thee  !  While  I  am  heie  giving  judgment  againll  myfelf 
that  I  deferve  to  die,  to  die  for  ever,  thou  art  fending  me 
the  words  of  everlalting  life,  and  “  calling  me,  as  a  back- 
“  Hiding  child,  to  return  unto  thee  <g)-y  Behold,  there¬ 
fore,  O  Lord,  invited  by  thy  word,  and  encouraged  by  thy 
grace,  I  come ;  and,  great  as  my  tranfgrellions  are,  I 
humbly  befeech  thee  freely  to  pardon  them ;  becaule  I 
know,  that  though  my  “  fins  have  reached  unto  heaven 
4i  \h)f  and  "  are  lifted  up  even  to  the  lk.es  (/  ,5’  u  thy 
“  mercy,  O  Lord,  is  above  the  heavens  (£)•’’  Extend 
thy  mercy  to  me,  O  heavenly  Father  $  and  difplay,  in  this 
illuftrious  inftance,  the  riches  of  thy  grace,  and  the  preva¬ 
lency  of  thy  Son’s  blood  !  For  fnrely ,  if  fuch  crimfon  fins 
as  mine  may  be  made  white  as  fnow  and  as  wool  (/),’’  and 
if  flic  la  a  revolter  as  I  am  be  brought  to  eternal  glory,  earth 
mult,  fo  far  as  it  is  known,  be  filled  with  wonder,  and  hea¬ 
ven  with  praife  ;  and  the  greateft  tinner  may  cheerfully  ap~ 
ply  for  pardon,  if  I,  the  chief  of  tinners,  find  it.  And, 
oh,  that  when  I  have  lain  mourning,  and,  as  it  were,  bleed- 

at  thy  feet,  as  long  as  thou  thinkeft  proper,  thou  would- 
eft  at  length  heal  this  foul  of  mine  which  hath  Aimed  againft 
thee  (m)  ;  and  “  give  me  beauty  for  afh.es,  the  oil  of  joy 
“  f°r  mourning,  and  the  garment  of  praife  for  the  fpirit  of 
“  heavinefs  (n)  !”  Oh  that  thou  wouldeft  at  length  “  re- 
44  ft'ore  unt0  me  the  joy  of  thy  falvation,  and  make  me  hear 
44  the  f°ngs  °f  gladnefs,  that  the  bones  which  thou  haft 
broken  may  yet  rejoice  (o),’’  Then  when  a  fenfe  of 
thy  forgiving  love  is  Hied  abroad  upon  my  heart,  and  it  is 

if)  Mai.  iii.  5.  (g)  yer,  iH.  22,  (ft')  ReV'  ^ 

y)  tJer‘  Ilf  9*  (k)  Pfctlm  cviii.  4.  (/)  Ifa.i.  18. 
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cheered  with  the  voice  of  pardon,  I  will  proclaim  thy 
grace  to  others;  44  I  will  teach  tranfgreffors  thy  ways,  and 
“  tinners  fliall  be  converted  unto  thee  ( p )  thofe  that 
have  been  backfliding  from  thee  fhall  be  encouraged  to 
feek  thee  by  my  happy  experience,  which  I  ihall  gladly 
proclaim  for  thy  glory,  though  it  be  to  my  own  fhame  and 
confufion  of  face.  And  may  this  44  joy  of  the  Lord  be  my 
44  drength  {ff  fo  that  in  it  I  may  ferve  thee  hencefor¬ 
ward  with  a  vigour  and  zeal  far  beyond  what  I  have  hi¬ 
therto  known  1 

This  I  would  afk,  with  all  humble  fubmifiion  to  thy 
will;  for  I  prefume  not  to  infill  u^on  it.  If  thou  fhoulded 
fee  fit  to  make  me  a  warning  to  others,  by  appointing  that 
I  fhould  walk  all  my  days  in  darknefs,  and  at  lad  die  under 
a  cloud,  4k  thy  will  be  done  !”  But,  O  God,  extend  mercy 
for  thy  Son’s  fake,  to  this  flnful  foul  at  lad  ;  and  give  me 
fome  place,  though  it  were  at  the  feet  of  all  thine  other  fer- 
vants,  in  the  regions  of  glory  !  Oh  bring  me  at  length, 
though  it  lliould  be  through  the  gloomied  valley  that  any 
have  ever  palled,  into  that  bieiled  world  where  I  fliall  depart 
from  God  no  more,  where  I  fliall  wound  my  own  confer¬ 
ence  and  difhonour  thy  holy  name  no  more  !  Then  fliall 
ivy  tongue  he  loofed  how  long  foever  if  might  here  be 
bound  under  the  confufion  of  guilt :  and  immortal  praifes 
fliall  be  paid  to  that  victorious  blood,  which  has  redeemed 
fuch  an  infamous  flave  of  fin,  as  I  mud  acknowledge  my- 
felf  to  be,  and  brought  me,  from  returns  into  bondage  and 
repeated  pollution  to  fliare  the  dignity  and  holinefs  of  thofe 
who  are  kings  and  prieds  unto  God  (r).  J?nen. 


fp)  Pfalm  li.  13-  (<?)  Neh*  viii.  ic.  ( r )  Rev.  il  6. 
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CHAP .  XX/r. 

The  Cafe  of  the  Chriftian  under  the  Hidings  of  God’s 

Face. 


The  pkrafe  fcriptural,  §  i.  It  fignifies  the  withdrawing 
tne tokens  of  the  divine  favour,  §2.  ;  chiefly  as  to  fpt 
1  itua  l  c  0  nfide  rations,  §  3.  This  may  become  the  cafe 
cj  any  GhriJUan,  §  4.  ,•  and  will  be  found  a  very  for- 
rowful  one,  §  5.  .•  The  following  directions,  therefore 
are  given  to  thofe  who  fuppofe  it  to  be  their  own  1 
I.  To  inquire  whether  it  be  indeed  a  cafe  of  fpiritual 
difhefs,  o)  whether  a  difconfolate  frame  may  not  pro  - 
ceedfrom  indifpefition  of  body,  §  6.  ;  or  difficulties  as  to 
worldly  circumftances ,  §  7.  If  it  be  folind  to  be  indeed 
Jucn  as  the  title  of  the  chapter  propofes,  be  advifed.  II. 
To  con  fider  it  as  a  merciful  difpenfation  of  God,  to  a- 
waken  and  beftir  the  foul,  and  to  excite  it  to  a  Jlrict  exa¬ 
mination  of  conference,  and  reformation  of  what  has 
een  amifs,  §  8,  9.  III.  To  be  humble  and  patient 
while  the  trial  continues,  §  ,0.  IV.  Togo  on  fteadi- 
y  in  the  way  op  duty,  §  jj.  v.  To  renew  a  believing 
application  to  the  blood  of  Jefus,  $  la.  An  humble 
Jupplt, cation  for  one  under  thefe  mournful  exercifes  of 

mind,  when  they  are  found  to proceedfrom  the  fpiritual 
caufe  fuppofed. 


$  I,rPHERE  a  cafe  which  often  occurs  in  the  Ghrifti- 
A  an  life,  which  they  who  accuftom  themfelves 

mucli  f°  the  exercife  °f  devotion,  have  been  ufed  to  call 

t'oid  offod  ’STt  ,  I(  !S  3  Ph,'afe  borrowed  from  *e 

°,f  whlch  1  hope  mavfhelter  it  from  co  tempt 

:o  ftate  k  ha,anr?‘  1  *  b*  ™y  bufinefs  in  tllis  chaFt«r 
as  plainly  as  I  can,  and  then  to  give  fome  ad- 

nces  as  to  your  own  conduct  when  you  fall  into  it,  as  it 

veiy  piobable  you  may,  before  you  have  finilhed  your 

ourney  through  this  wildemefs.  7 

•J'l'J!™  i!Tlern'nf  °f ‘f  he  underftood  by 

f  1  r,Le  phrafe>  of  God's  cauflng  his  face  to  fhine  up- 
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on  a  per fon,  or  lifting  upon  him  the  light  of  his  counte¬ 
nance.  This  lee  ms  to  carry  in  it  an  ailufion  to  the  plea- 
fant  and  delightful  appearance  which  the  face  of  a  friend 
has,  and  elpecially  if  in  a  lhperior  relation  of  life,  when  he 
eon v cries  with  thofe  whom  he  loves  and  delights  in. 
Thus  job,  when  {peaking  of  the  regard  paid  him  by  his 
attendants,  fays,  “  If  I  imbed  upon  them  they  believed  it 
not,  and  the  light  of  my  countenance  they  call  not  down 
it  (a\  that  is,  they  were  careful,  in  fuch  an  agreeable 
c’r  cumftance,  to  do  nothing  to  dilpieuie  trie,  01  1  as  \.e 

Jbeak)  .0  cloud  my  brow.  And  David,  when  expreffing 
his  detire  of  the  manifeftation  of  God  s  favour  to  him,  lays, 
“  Lord  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  reconciled  countenance 
i.  Upon  me  and,  as  the  effect  of  it,  declares,  “  thou  haft 
“  put  gladnefs  in  my  heart  more  than  if  corn  and  wine  m- 
“  creafed  (£).’’  Nor  is  it  impoffible  that,  in  this  phrate,  as 
u(ed  bv  David,  there  may  be  feme  ailufion  to  the  bright 
firming  forth  of  the  Sbechinah,  that  is,  the  luftre  which 
dwelt  in  the  cloud  as  the  vifible  fign  of  the  divine  prefence 
with  Ifrae'l,  which  God  pleafed  peculiarly  tomamfeft  upon 
fome  public  occafions,  as  a  token  of  his  favour  and  accept¬ 
ance _ On  the  other  hand,  therefore,  for  God  to  hide  his 

f  ace,  mult  imply  the  withholding  the  tokens  of  his  favour 
and  muft  be  efteemed  a  mark  of  his  ddpleafuie.  Thu. 
Ifaiah  ufes  it  :  “  Your  iniquities  have  feparat ed ^between 
“  you  and  your  God,  and  your  fins  have  hid  his  face  f . 

«  you,  that  he  will  not  hear  (*).”  And  again,  “  Thor 
“  haft  hid  thy  face  from  us,’’  as  not  regarding  the  calami¬ 
ties  we  fuffer,  “and  haft  confumed  us,becauie  of  °ur'n‘‘ 


Equities  (d)-”  So  likewlfe  for  God  “  to  hide  his  fact 


«  from  our  fins  (e)/  fignifiesto  overlook  them,  and  to  fakt 
no  farther  notice  of  them.  The  fame  idea  is,  at  othe. 
times,  exprefled  by  “  Goa  s  hiding  his  eyes  (f) 
perfons  of  a  charafler  difagreeable  to  him,  when  they  com 
to  addrefs  him  with  their  petitions, _  not  you ;  a 
it  were)  to  look  towards  them .  This  is  plainly  the  fenptu 
ral  fenfe  of  the  word  ;  and  agreeably  to  this,  it  is  geneial 
ly  ufed  by  Chriftians  in  our  day,  and  every  thing  w 

m 
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feems  a  token  of  divine  difpieafure  to  them,  is  exprefled  by 


it. 


§  3.  It  is  farther  to  be  obferved  here,  that  the  things 
which  they  judge  to  be  manifefkif  ons  of  divine  favour  to¬ 
ward  them,  or  complacency  in  them,  are  not  only,  nor 
chiefly,  of  a  temporal  nature,  or  fuch  as  merely  relate  to 
the  blellings  of  this  animal  and  perifhing  life.  David, 
though  the  promifes  of  the  law  had  a  continual  reference  to 
fuch,  yet  was  taught  to  look  farther,  anddefcribes  them  as 
preferable  to,  and  therefore  plainly  diltimt  from  a  the 
u  blellings  of  the  corn  floor,  or  the  wine  prefs  (g)P’  And 
if  you  to  whom  I  am  now  addrefling,  do  not  know  them  to 
be  fo,  itis  plain  you  are  quite  ignorant  of  the  i  abject  we  are 
inquiring  into,  and  indeed  are  yet  to  takeout  the  firlUef- 
fons  of  true  religion.  All  that  David  lays  of  “  beholding 
il  the  beauty  or  the  Lord  (h)f  or  being  “  fatisfled  as  with 
u  marrow  and  fatnefs,”  when  he  remembered  him  upon 
U  bis  bed  { /  as  well  as  u  with  the  goodnefs  of  his  ho  ufe, 
■‘evenof  his  holy  temple  (X:,”  is  to  be  taken  in  the  fame 
feufe,  and  can  need  very  little  explication  to  the  truly  experi¬ 
enced  foul.  But  thofe  that  have  known  the  light  of  God’s 
countenance,  and  the  fhmingsof  his  face,  will,  in  proporti¬ 
on  to  die  aegree  of  that  knowledge,  be  able  to  form  lome  no¬ 
ion  of  the  hi  ding  of  his  face,  or  the  withdrawing  of  the  to- 
.eiis  he  has  given  his  people  of  his  prefence  and  favour, 
ylvich  lorn et unes  greatly  unbitters  prolpenty  5  as  "where  the 

:ontrary  is  found,  it  fweetens  affliction,  and  often  fwaliows 
ip  the  fenfe  of  it. 

§  A-  And  give  me  leave  to  remind  you,  my  Chridian- 
fiend  ;  for  under  that  character  I  now  addrefs  my  reader j 
hat  to  be  thus  deprived  of  the  fenfe  of  God’s  love,  and  of 
he  tokens  of  his  favour,  may  foon  be  the  cafe  with  you, 
hough  you  may  now  have  the  pleafure  to  feeu  the  candle 

of  the  Lord  fhining  upon  you,”  or  though  it  mav  even 
cem  to  -be  fanfhine  and  high  noon  in  your  foul.  You  may 
re  your-lively  views  of  the  divine  perfections  and  glories,. 

1  the  contemplation  of  which  you  now  find  that  inward  fa— 
sfacbon.  fou  may  think  of  the  divine  wifdom  andpow- 
r,  of  the  divine  mercy  and  fidelity,  as  well  as  of  his 

Pfalm  iv.^  7.  ( h )  Pfalm  xxvii,  4. 
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righreoulnefs  and  holinels,  and  leel  iittJe  inward  compla¬ 
cency  of  foul  in  the  view  ;  it  may  be,  with  refpeed  to  any 
lively  impreflion,  as  if  it  were  the  contemplation  merely  of 
a  common  object.  It  may  leun  to  you  as  if  you  had  loll 
all  idea  to  thofe  important  words,  though  the  view  had 
fometimes  {wallowed  up  your  whole  foul  in  tranfports  of 
admiration,  aJdbnifhment,  and  love.  You  may  loi'e  your 
delightful  fenfe  of  the  divine  favour  It  may  be  matter  of 
great  and  lad  doubt  with  you,  whether  you  do  indeed  be¬ 
long  to  God  ;  and  all  the  work  of  his  bleffed  Spirit  may  be 
fo  vailed  and  (haded  in  the  foul,  that  the  peculiar  charac¬ 
ters  by  which  the  hand  of  that  facred  Agent  might  be  dif- 
tinguilhed,  lliall  be  in  a  great  meafure  loft;  and  you  may 
be  ready  to  imagine  you  had  only  deluded  yourlelf  in  all 
the  former  hopes  you  have  entertained.  In  eonlecpjence 
of  this,  thofe  ordinances,  in  which  you  now  rejoice,  may 
grow  very  uncomfortable  to  you,  even  when  you  do  in¬ 
deed  defire  communion  with  God  in  them.  Y  ou  may 
hear  the  mold  delightful  evangelical  truths  ©pened,  you  may 
hear  the  privileges  of  God’s  children  mold  affectionately  re- 
prefented,  and  not  be  aware  that  you  have  any  part  or  lot 
in  this  matter;  and  from  that  colonels  and  infenfibility, 
may  be  drawing  a  farther  argument,  that  you  have  nothing 
to  do  with  them.  And  then  your  heart  may  meditate  ter¬ 
ror  (l)  ;  and  under  the  diflrefs  that  overwhelms  you,  your 
deareft  enjoyments  may  be  reflected  upon  as  adding  to  the 
weight  of  it,  and  making  it  more  fenfible,  while  you  consi¬ 
der  that  you  had  once  fuch  a  taffe  for  thele  things,  and 
have  now  lold  it  all*.  So  that  perhaps  it  may  feem  to  }ou, 
that  they  who  never  felt  any  thing,  at  all  of  religious  im- 
preflions,  are  happier  than  you,  or  at  leald  are  lets  nnfera- 
ble.  You  may  perhaps,  in  thefe  melancholy  hours,  even 
doubt  whether  you  have  ever  prayed  at  all ;  and  whetbei 
all  that  you  called  your  enjoyment  of  God  were  not  iome 
falfe  delights,  excited  by  the  gi  eat  enemy  of  fouls,  to  make 
you  apprehend  that  your  Idate  was  good,  that  io  you  might 

continue  his  more  1  ecu  re  prey. 

§  5.  Such  as  this  may  be  your  ca!e  fora  con  fid  era  ble 

time;  and  ordinances  may  be  attended  in  vain,  and  the 

prefence  of  God  may  be  in  vain  fought  in  them,  lrou  may 
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p.our  out  jour  foul  in  private,  and  then  come  to  public  wcr- 
iJup,  and  find  little  Satisfaction  in  either;  but  be  forced  to 
take  up  the  Pfalmift’s  complaint  ;  u  My  God,  X  cry  in  the 
“  day-time,  but  thou  heareft  not ;  and  in  the  night-fealon, 
<4and  am  notfiJent  (m)  ;5>  or  that  of  Job,  “  Behold  I  go 
“  forward,  but  he  is  not  there,  and  backward,  but  I  cannot 
“  perceive  him;  on  the  left  hand  where  he  doth  work,  but 
“  I  cannot  behold  him  ;  he  hideth  himfelf  on  the  right  hand 
“  thatI  cannot  fee  him  (n)  So  that  all  which  looked 
like  religion  in  your  mind  /hall  feem,  as  it  were,  to  be 
melted  into  grief,  or  chilled  into  fear,  or  crufhed  into  a  deep 
ienfe  of  your  own  un  worthinefs  ;  in  confeqirence  of  which 
you  hi  a  11  not  dare  fo  much  as  to  lift  up  your  eyes  before 
God,  and  be  aim  oft  afhamed  to  take  your  place*  in  a  wor- 
hiipping  affembly  among  any  that  you  think  his  Servants. 

I  have  known  this  to  be  the  cafe  of  fome  excellent  Chrif- 
tians,  whofe  improvements  in  religion  have  been  diftinguifli- 
ed,  and  whom  God  hath  honoured  above  many  0f  iheir 
brethren  in  what  he  hath  done  for  them,  and  by  them 
Give  me  leave,  therefore,  having  thus  defcribed  it’  to  offer 
you  fome  plain  advices  with  regard  to  it ;  and  let  not  that 
be  imputed  to  enthu/iahic  fancy  which  proceeds  from  an 
intimate  and  frequent  view  of  fafts  on  the  one  hand  and 
from  a  fincere  affectionate  defire  on  the  other,  to  ref  eve 
the  tender  pious  heart  in  fo  defolate  a  flate.  At  lead  I 
am  perfuaded  the  attempt  will  not  be  overlooked  or  difan- 
proved  by  “  the  great  Shepherd  of  the  flieep  (o)S’  WL 
hath  charged  us  to  “  comfort  the  feeble-minded  (p).” 

§  6.  And  here  I  would  firft  advife  you  moll  carefully 
to  inquire  whether  your  prefent  diftrefs  does  indeed  arife 
from  caufes  which  are  truly  Spiritual;  or  whether  it  may 
not  rather  have  its  foundation  in  fome  diforder  of  bod/ 
or  m  the  circumllances  of  life,  in  which  you  are  provi¬ 
dentially  placed,  which  may  break  your  Spirits  and  deieft 
your  mind  ?  The  influence  of  the  inferior  part  of  our  na¬ 
ture  on  the  nobler,  the  immortal  Spirit  while  we  continue 
in  this  unbodied  ftate,  is  fo  evident,  that  no  attentive  per! 
on  can,  in  the  general,  fail  to  have  obferved  it;  an/yet 
tete  ate  cales  in  which  it  feents  not  to  be  fuffieiently  con- 


(m)  Pfalm  xxn.  2. 
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fidered ;  and  perhaps  your  own  may  be  one  of  them.  The 
{late  of  the  blood  is  often  fuch  as  necellarily  to  fuggefl 
gloomy  ideas  even  in  dreams,  and  to  indifpofe  the  foul  for 
taking  pleafure  in  any  thing  :  and  when  it  is  fo,  why 
{liquid  it  be  imagined  to  proceed  from  any  peculiar  divine 
difpleafure,  if  it  does  not  find  its  ufual  delight  in  religion  ? 
Or  wily  fhould  God  be  thought  to  have  departed  from  us, 
becaufe  he  fullers  natural  caufes  to  produce  natural  ef¬ 
fects,  without  interpofmg  by  miracle  to  break  the  con¬ 
nexion  ?  When  this  is  the  cafe  the  help  of  the  phyfician 
is  to  be  fought  rather  than  that  of  the  divine,  or,  at  lead, 
by  all  means,  together  with  it ;  and  medicine,  diet,  exer- 
eil'e,  and  air,  may  in  a  few  weeks,  elfedt  that  which  the 
jfrongefl  reafonings,  the  molt  pathetic  exhortations  or  con- 
i'olations,  might  for  many  months  have  attempted  in  vain. 

§  7.  In  other  instances,  the  d ejection  and  leeblenels  of 
the  mind  may  arife  from  fomething  uncomfortable  in  our 
worldly  circumftances  5  thefe  may  cloud  as  well  as  diltrad 
the  thoughts,  and  embitter  the  temper,  and  thus  render 
m  in  a  great  degree  unfit  for  religious  lervices  or  pleafures  j 
snd  when  it  is  fo,  the  remedy  is  to  be  fought  in  fubmifli- 
011  to  divine  Providence;  in  abltrading  our  affedions,  as 
far  pofible,  from  the  prefent  world  ;  in  a  prudent  care  to 
safe  ourfelves  of  the  burden,  fo  far  as  we  can  by  moderate 
fog  unneceflarv  expences,  and  by  diligent  application  to  bu- 
fuiefs  in  humble  dependence  on  the  divine  bleffing ;  in  the 
mean  time,  endeavouring  by  faith  10  look  up  to  him,  who 
fometimes  fuffers  his  children  to  be  brought  into  fuch  dif¬ 
ficulties,  that  be  may  endear  himfelf  more  fenfibly  to  them 
ly  the  method  he  fhall  take  for  their  relief.  . 

^  g.  On  the  principles  here  laid  down,  it  may  peihaps 
appear,  on  enquiry,  that  the  diftrefs  complained  of  may 
have  a  foundation  very  different  from  what  was  at  firft 
fuppofed.  But  where  the  health  is  found,  and  the  circum¬ 
stances  eafy  ;  when  the  animal  fpirits  are  difpofed  for  gai¬ 
ety  aT1d  entertainment,  while  all  tafte  for  religious  plea¬ 
fure  is  in  a  manner  gone  ;  when  the  foul  is  leized  with 
a  kind  of  lethargic  infenfibility,  or,  what  I  bad  aimed 
called  a  paralytic  weakned,  whhrefped  to  every  religious 
cxercife,  even  though  there  fhould  not  be  that  deep  ter¬ 
rifying  diftrefs,  or  pungent  amazement,,  which  I  before 
reore  {exited  as  the  eifed  of  melancholy  i  nor  that  anxiety 
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about  the  accommodations  of  life,  which  drait  circum- 
ftances  naturally  produce  :  I  would  in  that  cafe  vary  my 
advice,  and  urge  you  with  all  poilible  attention  and  im¬ 
partiality,  to  learcli  into  the  caufe  which  has  brought  up¬ 
on  you  that  great  evil,  under  which  you  judly  mourn. 
And  probably,  in  the  general,  the  caule  is  fin  ;  lome  fe- 
cret  lin,  which  has  not  been  difcovered  or  obferved  by  the 
eye  of  the  world  ;  for  enormities  that  draw  on  them  the 
ebfervation  and  cenfure  of  others,  will  probably  fall  un¬ 
der  the  cafe  mentioned  in  the  former  chapter,  as  they  mult 
be  indances  of  known  and  deliberate  guilt.  Now,  the 
eye  of  God  hath  ieen  thefe  evils  which  have  elcaped  the 
notice  of  your  fellow  creatures  ;  and,  in  confequence  of 
this  care  to  conceal  them  from  others,  while  you  could  not 
but  know  they  were  open  to  him,  God  hasfeen  himl'elf  in 
a  peculiar  manner  affronted  and  injured,  I  had  aimed  faid 
jnfulted,  by  them  ;  and  hence  his  righteous  difpleafure. 
Oh  !  let  not  that  be  forgotten  which  is  fo  plainly  laid,  fa 
commonly  known,  fo  familiar  to  almod  every  religious  ear 
yet  too  little  felt  by  any  of  our  hearts,  “  Your  iniquities 
“  have  feparated  between  you  and  your  God,  and  your 
“  fins  have  hid  his  face  from  you,  that  he  will  not  hear 
“  ^is  is,  on  the  whole,  a  merciful  difpen- 

fation  of  God,  though  it  may  feem  fevere;  regard  it  not, 
therefore,  merely  as  your  calamity,  but  as  intended  to  a- 
waken  you,  that  you  may  not  content  yourfelf  even  with 
lying  m  tears  of  humiliation  before  the  Lord,  but  like  Jo- 
duia,  rile  and  exert  yourfelf  vigouroudy  to  put  away  from 
you  that  accurfed  thing,  whatever  it  be.  Let  this  be  your 
immediate  and  earned  care,  that  your  pride  may  be  hum¬ 
bled,  that  your  watchfulnefs  may  be  maintained,  that 
your  affedhons  to  the  world  may  be  deadened,  and  that 
on  the  whole,  your  fitnefs  for  heaven  may  in  every  refpecd 
oe  m  created.  Thefe  are  the  defigns  of  your  heavenly 

^  at  her,  and  let  it  be  your  great  concern  to  co-operate 
with  them.  r 

.  f  9-  Receive  it,  therefore,  on  the  whole,  as  the  mod 
important  advice  that  can  be  given  you,  “  immediately 
to  enter  on  drift  examination  of  your  Confcience.” _ At¬ 

tend  to  its  gentled:  whifpers.  If  a  fufpicion  arifes  in 
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mind  that  any  thing  has  not  been  right,  trace  that  fufpi- 
cion,  fearch  into  every  fecret  folding  of  your  heart,  im¬ 
prove  to  the  purpofes  of  a  fuller  difcovery,  the  advices  of 
your  friends,  the  reproaches  of  your  enemies  :  recoiled 
for  what  your  heart  hath  fmitten  you  at  the  table  of  the 
Lord  ;  for  what  it  would  finite  you  if  you  were  upon  a 
dying  bed,  and  within  this  hour  to  enter  on  eternity* 
When  you  have  made  any  difcovery,  note  it  down,  and  go 
on  in  your  fearch  till  you  can  fay,  Thefe  are  the  remain¬ 
ing  corruptions  of  my  heart,  thefe  are  the  fins  and  follies 
of  my  life  ;  this  have  I  negleded  ;  this  have  I  done  a- 
mifs.  And  when  the  account  is  as  complete  as  you  can 
make  it,  let  vourfelf,  in  the  drength  of  God,  to  a  drenu- 
ous  reformation,  or  rather  begin  the  reformation  of  every¬ 
thing  that  ieems  amifs,  as  foon  as  ever  you  difcover  it  ; 
u  Return  to  the  Almighty,  and  thou  fhalt  be  built  up,  and 
put  iniquity  far  from  thy  tabernacle;  then  111  alt  thou 
“  have  thy  delight  in  the  Almighty,  and  fhalt  lift  up  thy 
“  face  unto  God,  Thou  fhalt  make  thy  prayer  unto  him, 
“  and  he  will  hear  thee  ;  thou  fhalt  pay  thy  vows  unto  him 
“  and  his  light  iliall  fhine  upon  thy  ways  (r).” 

§  10.  In  the  mean  time,  be  waiting  for  God  with  the 
deepefl  humility,  and  fubmit  yourlelf  to  the  discipline  of 
your  heavenly  Father,  acknowledging  his  judice,  and  hop¬ 
ing  in  his  mercy  ;  even  when  your  confcience  is  lead  ie- 
yere  in  its  remondrances  and  difcovers  nothing  more  than 
the  common  infirmities  of  God's  people  ;  yet  dill  bow  your- 
felf  down  before  him,  and  own,  that  fo  many  are  the  evils 
of  your  bed  days,  fo  many  the  imperfedions  of  your  bed 
Tervices.  that  by  them  you  have  deferved  all,  and  more 
than  all  that  you  differ;  deferved  not  only  diat  your  fun 
fhould  be  clouded,  but  that  it  fhould  go  down,  and  arife 
no  more,  but  leave  your  foul  in  a  date  of  everlading  dark- 
nefs.  And  while  the  fhade  continues,  be  not  impatient.  Fret 
not  vourfelf  in  any  wife,  but  rather  with  a  holy  cahnnefs 
and  gentlenefs  of  foul,  u  wait  on  the  Lord  (j  j.  Be  wil¬ 
ling  to  day  his  time,  willing  to  bear  his  frown,  in  humble 
hope  that  he  will  at  length  “  return  and  have  companion  on 
it  yOLl  (*).”  He  u  has  not  utterly  forgotten  to  be  gracious, 

26,  27.  (j)  PfaL  xxxvii*  8,  34* 

(f)  fef,  xii.  15* 
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“  nor  refolved  that  he  will  be  favourable  no  more  ( u).’  — 
u  For  the  Lord  will  not  call  off  for  ever  ;  blit  though  he 
u  caufe  grief,  yet  will  he  have  companion  according  to  the 
multitude  of  his  mercies  It  is  comparatively  but  “for 

u  a  fmall  moment  that  he  hides  his  face  from  you  ;  but  you 
u  may  humbly  hope,  that  with  greater  mercies  he  will  ga~ 
“  ther  you,  and  that  with  everlaffing  kindnefs  he  will  have 
u  mercy  on  you  (y).’’  Thefe  iuitaJble  woids  are  not  mine, 
but  his;  and  they  wear  this  as  in  the  very  front  of  them, 
u  That  a  foul  under  the  hidings  of  God’s  face  may  at 
“  leaf!  be  one  whom  he  will  gather,  and  to  whom  he  will 
“  extend  everlaffing  favour.’ ’ 

§  11.  But  while  the  darknefs  continues,  “  go  on  in 
i(  the  way  of  your  duty.’’  Continue  the  life  of  means 
and  ordinances  :  read,  and  meditate  ;  pray,  yea,  and  fing 
the  praifes  of  God  too,  though  it  may  be  with  a  heavy 
heart,  follow  “  tne  footfleps  of  his  flock  (z),’’  you  may 
perhaps  meet  “  the  Shepherd  of  fouls’’  in  doing  it.  Place 
yourfelf  at  leaf!  in  his  way.  It  is  poflible  you  may  by  this 
means  get  a  kind  look  from  him;  and  look,  one  turn  of 
thought  which  may  happen  in  a  moment,  may,  as  it  were, 
«reatc  a  heaven  in  your  foul  ar  once.  Go  to  the  table  of 
the  Lord.  If  you  cannot  rejoice,  go  and  mourn  there. 

Go  and  mourn  that  Saviour,  whom  by  your  fins  you  have 
p.ei  ced  f(?ij  ;  go  and  lament  the  breaches  of  that  covenant, 
which  you  have  there  fo  often  confirmed.  Chrift  may 
perhaps  “  make  him/elf  known  unto  you  in  the  breaking  of 
bread  ’  and  you  may  find  toyour  furprife,  that  he  hath 
been  near  you,  when  you  imagined  he  was  at  the  greateff 
diflance  from  you;  near  you  when  you  thought  you  were 
caff  out  from  his  prefence.  Seek  your  comfort  in  fuch  en¬ 
joyments  as  thefe,  and  not  in  the  vain  amufements  of  this 
world,  and  in  the  pleafures  offenfe.  I  fhall  never  forget 
that  affectionate  expreffion,  which  I  am  well  allured  broke 
out  from  an  eminently  pious  heart,  then  almoff  ready  to 
break  under  the  borrows  of  this  kind  :  “  Lord,  if  I  may 
n..t  enjoy  thee,  let  me  enjoy  nothing  elfe  ;  but  go  down 
“  moiirnin2  after  thee  to  the  grave  !”  I  wondered  not  to 
hear,  that  almoff  as  foon  as  this  fentiment  had  been  breathe 

(«)T/Jxxyii.7,9.  (w)Lam.ui.  31,32.  (y)Ifa.  liv.7,8. 
z)  Cant,  i.  8.  (a)  Zech,  xii.  1  q.  (b)  Luke  xxiv.  35* 
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ed  out  before  God  in  prayer,  the  burden  was  taken  off,  and 
the  joy  of  God  s  falvation  reftored. 

§  12.  I  fhall  add  but  one  advice  more,  and  that  is, 
li  That  you  renew  your  application  to  the  blood  of  Jelus, 
“  through  whom  the  reconciliation  between  God  and  your 
loul  has  been  accomplifnedT  It  is  he  that  is  our  peace, 
and  by  his  blood  it  is  that  we  are  made  nigh  (c)  ;  it  is  in 
him,  as  the  Beloved  of  his  foul,  that  God  declares  he  is 
well  pleafed  I'd) ;  and  it  is  in  him  that  we  are  made  ac¬ 
cepted  to  the  glory  of  his  grace  (e).  Go  therefore,  O 
Chriftian,  and  apply  by  faith  to  a  crucified  Saviour  :  go, 
and  apply  to  him  as  to  a  merciful  High  Pried,  u  and  pour 
“  thy  complaint  befoie  him,  and  Blow  before  him  thy 
u  trouble  Lay  open  the  diftrefs  and  anguilh  of 

thy  foul  to  him,  who  once  knew  what  it  was  to  fay  aflo- 
nifhing  1  that  he  of  all  others  fhouJd  ever  have  faid  it) 
u  My  God,  my  God,  why  haft  thou  forfaken  me  [g)  V* 
Lookup  for  pity  and  relief  to  him,  who  him  felf  luffered, 
being  not  only  tempted,  but  with  regard  to  ienfble  mani- 
feftations,  deferted,  that  he  might  thus  know  how  to  pity 
thofe  that  are  in  fuch  a  melancholy  cafe,  and  be  ready,  as 
well  as  u  able  to  fuccour  them  (&).’’  He  is  Emanuel, 
u  God  with  us  (/  -f  and  it  is  only  in  and  through  him  that 
his  Father  fliines  forth  upon  us  with  the  mildeft  beams  of 
mercy  and  love.  Let  it  be  therefore  your  immediate  care 
to  renew  your  acgpiaintance  with  him.  Review  the  re¬ 
cords  of  his  life  and  death  :  hear  his  words  :  behold  his 
aflions  :  and  when  you  do  fo  furely  you  will  find  a  ecret 
fweetnefs  diffufmg  itfelf  over  your  loul.  You  wi.l  be 
brought  into  a  calm,  gentle,  Blent  frame,  in  which  faith 
and  love  will  operate  powerfully,  and  God  may  probably 
caufe  the  Bill  fmall  voice  of  his  comforting  Spirit  to  be 
heard  (£),  till  your  foul'  hurfts  cut  mo  a  fong  of  praife, 
and  you  may  be  u  made  glad,  according  to  toe  dav°  in 
which  you  have  been  affh&ed  (l)-’7  In  the  mean  time, 
fuch  language  as  the  following  1  application  fgeaks  may  be 
fuitable. 


(c)  Eph.  11.13,14*  (d)  Mat.  iii.  17*  (e)  Eph.u  6. 

(f)  Pfalm  cxlii.  2.  (g)  Matth.  xxvii.  4b.  (h)  Heb.  ii.  18. 
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An  humble  Supplication  for  one  tinder  the  Hidings 

of  God  s  Face. 

BLESSED  God  !  u  with  thee  is  the  fountain  of  liJF  l m) 
and  of  happine's  I  adore  thy  name,  that  I  have  ever 
tailed  of  thy  iireams  ;  that  I  have  ever  felt  the  peculiar 
plea fure  arilingfrom  the  light  of  thy  countenance,  and  the 
fhcdding  abroad  of  thy  love  on  the  foul.  Bur,  alas-  !  thefe 
delightful  feafons  are  now  to  me  no  more  ;  and  the  fc<  re- 
“  membrance  of  them  engages  me  to  pour  out  my  foul 
“  within  me  (»).”  I  would  come,  as  I  have  formerly 
done,  and  call  thee  with  the  fame  endearment,  my  Father 
and  my  God  :  but,  alas  !  I  know  not  how  to  do  it.  Guilt 
and  fear  arife,  and  forbid  the  delightful  language.  I  leek 
thee,  O  Lord,  but  I  feek  thee  in  vain.  I  would  pray,  and 
my  ips  are  lealed  up.  I  would  read  thy  word,  and  all  the 
promifes  ot  it  are  vailed  from  mine  eyes.  I  frequent  thofe 
ordinances,  which  have  been  formerly  -mo  ft  nourifhing  and 
comfortable  10  my  foul ;  but,  alas  !  they  are  only  the  Ilia- 
dowsof  ordinances  :  the  fubllance  is  gone  :  the  animating 
ipii  n  is  flea,  and  leaves  tnem  now  at  bell  but  the  image  of 
what  I  once  knew  them. 

Bur,  Lord,  “  hart  thou  call  off  for  ever,  and  wilt  thou 
“  be  favourable  no  more  (0  )  ?*»  Hall  thou  in  awful  judg¬ 
ment  determined  that  my  foul  mull  be  left  to  a  perpetual 
winter,  the  lad  emblem  of  eternal  darknefs  !  Indeed  I  de- 
ferve  it  jliould  be  lo.  I  acknowledge,  O  Lord,  I  deferve 
to  be  call  away  from  thy  prefence  with  difdain  ;  to  be 
funk  lower  than  I  am,  much  lower  :  I  deferve  to  have  the 
u  lliadow  of  death  upon  mine  eye-lids  ($),”  and  even  to 
be  furrounded  with  the  'thick  gloom  of  the  infernal  prifon. 
But  hall  thou  not  raifed  multitudes,  who  have  deferved,  like 
me,  “to  be  delivered  into  chains  of  darknefs  (<7),’’  to  the 
vifions  of  thy  glory  above,  where  no  cloud  can  ever  inter- 
pofe  between  thee  and  their  rejoicing  fpirits  ?  “  Have  mer- 
“  cy  upon  me,  O  Lord,  have  mercy  upon  me  (r)  !’’  and 
though  mine  iniquities  have  now  jullly  “  caufed  thee  to  hide 
U  thy  face  from  me  (a),r  yet  be  thou  rather  pleafed,  agree- 

(m)  Pfal.  xxxvi.  (»)  p/al.  xlii.  4.  (0)  Pfal.  kxvii.  7. 

IP)  Job  wi.  16  (?)  2  pet,  ii.4.  (r)  PfaL  CX3ci;;> 

{s)  Ifa.lix.2. 
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ably  to  the  gracious  language  of  thy  word,  to  u  hide  thy 
tl  face  from  my  {ins,  and  to  blot  out  all  mine  iniquities  [  t)  1” 
Cheer  my  heart,  with  the  tokens  of  thy  returning  favour, 
and  u  fay  unto  my  foul,  I  am  thy  falvation  ( u ).” 

Remember,  O  Lord  God,  remember  that  dreadful  day, 
in  which  Jefus  thy  dear  Son  endured  what  my  fins  have 
deferved  1  Remember  that  agony,  in  which  he  poured  out 
his  foul  before  thee,  and  faid,  “  My  God,  my  God,  why 
halt  thou  forfaken  me  (x)  l”  Did  he  not,  O  Lord,  en¬ 
dure  all  this,  that  humble  penitents  might  through  him  be 
brought  near  unto  thee,  and  might  behold  thee  with  plea- 
fure,  as  their  Father  and  their  God  ?  Thus  do  I  defire  to 
come  unto  thee,  blefted  Saviour  ;  art  thou  not  appointed 
4i  to  give  unto  them  that  mourn  in  Zion  beauty  for  allies, 
u  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and  the  garment  of  praife 
for  the  fpirit  of  heavinefs  (y)  — O  wafli  away  my 

u  tears,  anoint  my  head  u  with  the  oil  of  gladneis,  and 
clothe  me  with  the  garments  of  falvation  (z)  f  ’ 
u  Oh  that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  thee  (a)'” — Oh 
that  I  knew  what  it  is  that  has  provoked  thee  to  depart 
from  me  1  I  am  u  fearching  and  trying  my  ways  (&),’’ 
Oh  that  thou  wouldeft  u  fearch  me,  and  know  my  heart ; 
i6  try  me,  and  know  my  thoughts;  and  if  there  be  any 
wicked  way  in  me,  difcover  it,  and  lead  me  in  the  way 
ever  la  fling  (c)  in  that  way  in  which  I  find  reft  and 

peace  for  my  foul  (■ d j,  and  feel  the  difcoveries  of  thy  love 
in  Ghrifl  1 

O  God,  a  who  didft  command  the  light  to  fhine  out  of 
“  darknefs  (e)f  fpeak  but  the  word,  and  light  fliall  dart 
into  my  pfouth  at  once  !  u  Open  thou  my  lips,  and  my 
“  mouth  fliall  fliew  forth  thy  praife  (/),’’  fliall  burft  out 
into  a  cheerful  fong,  which  fliall  difplay  before  thofe  whom 
my  prefent  deje&ions  may  have  difencouraged,  the  plea- 
lures  and  fupports  of  religion  ! 

Yet,  Lord,  on  the  whole,  I  lubmit  to  thy  will.  If  it  is 
thus  that  my  faith  muft  be  exercifed,  by  walking  in  dark¬ 
nefs  for  days,  and  months,  a»d  years  to  eomex  how  long 

(*;  pfal  li.  9.  (u)  PfaLxxxv.  3.  (x)  JMat.  xxvii.  46 . 
(y)  IJa.  lxi.  3.  (z)  Ifa.  Ixi.  10.  (a)  Job.  xxxjii.  3. 

(b)  Lam.  iii-  40.  (c)  Pfal.  cxxxix.  23,  24.  (d).  Jer.vv.  16. 
(e)  2  Cor.  vi.  6.  (f)  Pfal.  li*  15* 
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foe ver  they  may  ieem,  how  long  foever  they  may  be,  I 
will  lubmit.  Still  will  I  adore  thee  as  44  the  God  of  Ilrael, 
“  and  the  Saviour,  though  thou  art  a  God  that  hided  thy* 
^eif(g)  •  dill  will  I  trud  44  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and 
day  my  fell  upon  my  God  [k) trading  in  thee,  though 
“  thou  day  me  (/)  and  44  waiting  for  thee  more  than 
U  t^e/  ^lat  watch  for  the  morning,  yea,  more  than  they 
“  that  watch  for  the  morning  (*).”  '  Perad venture  u  in 
the  evening  time  it  may  be  light  (/).”  I  know  that 
t  iou  had  fometimes  manifeded  thy  companions  to  thy  dy¬ 
ing  fervants,  and  given  them,  in  the  lowed  ebb  of  their 
natural  Ipirits,  a  full  tide  of  divine  glory,  thus  turning 
darknefs  into  light  before  them  [m)"  So  may  it  pleafe 
thee  to  gild  the^  yalley  of  the  Jliadow  of  death  with  the  light 
of  thy  prelence,  when  I  am  parting  through  it,  and°to 
ltretch  forth  44  thy  rod  andthydaffto  comfort  me  ( n ),5’  that 
my  tiemblings  may  ceafe,  and  the  gloom  may  echo  with 
fongs  of  pratfe  !  But  d  it  be  thy  fovereign  pleafure  that 
did  refs  and  darknefs  dipuld  dill  continue  to  the  lad  motion 
of  my  pulfe,  and  the  lad  gafp  of  my  breath,  oh,  let  it  ceafe 
wita  the  parting  druggie,  and  bring  me  to  that  44  linht 
w^isfown  for  the  righteous,  and  to  that  gladnefs 
%fc  which  is  referved  for  the  upright  in  heart  (0)  5”  to  the 
-unclouded  regions  of  everlading  fplendor  and  jov,  where 
the  full  anointings  of  the  Spirit  rtiall  be  poured  out  on  all 

thy  people,  and  thou  wilt  no  more  44  hide  thy  face  from  an y 
4  of  them  (/>).”  y 

,Thls,l  U  L°rd’  }*  thy  Ovation,  for  which  I  am  waiting 
*  (</)  ;  and  whild  I  feel  the  defires  of  my  foul  drawn 
out  after  it,  I  will  never  defpair  of  obtaining  it.  Continue 
aid  mereafe  thofe  defires,  and  at  length  fatisfy  and  exceed 

a  £ynr  a  r>  'Vhr°llgh  Ule  rl€heS  °f  thy  gTace  in  Chrift  Je- 
Jefus  !  Amen ,  J 


(g)  I/a .  xlv.  i5.  (/,)  jfa%  1  10> 

(h)  Pfal.  cxxx.  6.  (/ J  Zech.  xiv.  7. 
{  PfaL-xx iii.  4.  (0)  Pfal.  xcv.  u. 

(9)  Gen,  xix.  18, 


CO  Job* iii.  15. 

(m)  U'ft'  xliii.  1 6. 
(p)  Rzek.  xxix.  1  y. 
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XXX. 


The  Christian  draggling  under  great  and  heavy  Af- 

flidtions. 


Here  it  is  advijed,  ( 1 ) .  That  afflictions' 'jliould  be  expected , 
§  1.  (2)*  That  the  righteous  hand'of  God  Jliould  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  in  them  when  they  come ,  §  2.  (3).  That 
they  fflould  be  borne  with  patience,  §  3*  (4)*  That  the 
divine  conduct  in  them  jhouldbe  cordially  approved,  §  4. 
(5).  That  thanhfulnefs  jliould  be  maintained  in  the 
mid  ft  of  trials,  §  5.  (6).  That  the  defign  of  afflictions 
jliould  be  diligently  inquired  into,  and  all  proper  ajfijl- 
ance  taken  in  dif covering  it,  §  6.  (7).  That  when  it  is 
dij covered,  it  jliould  humbly  be  complied  with  and  an - 
j  we  red,  §  7.  A  prayer  fitted  to  fuch  a  caje. 

§  1 t  0  INGE  “  man  is  bom  unto  trouble  as  the  fparks  fly 
upward  ^af”  anci  Adam  has  entailed  on  all  his 
race  the  fad  inheritance  of  calamity  in  their  way  to  death, 
'it  will  certainly  be  prudent  and  neceffary  that  we  fhould  all 
exped  to  meet  with  trials  and  afRiaions ;  and  that  you, 
reader,  whoever  you  are,  fhould  be  endeavouring  to  gird  or 
your  armour,  and  put  yourfelf  into  a  pofture  to  encountei 
thofe  trials  which  will  fall  to  your  lot  as  a  man,  and  a  Chrif 
tian.  Prepare  yourfelf  to  receive  your  afRiaions,  and  tc 
endure  them,  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  both  thofe  charac- 
ters.  In  this  view,  when  you  fee  others  under  the  burden 
confider  how  poffible  it  is  that  you  may  be  called  out  to  tin 
very  fame  difficulties,  or  to  others  equal  to  them.  Put  you 
foul  as  in  the  place  of  theirs.  Think  how  you  could  en 
dure  the  load  under  which  they  lie  ;  and  endeavour  at  one 
to  comfort  them,  and  to  ftrengthen  your  own  heart  5  or  ra 
ther  pray  that  God  would  do  it.  And  obiervmg  how  ha 
hie  mortal  life  is  to  fuch  forrows,  moderate  your  expettati 
011s  from  it  3  raife  your  thoughts  above  it,  and  form  you 
fchemes  of  happinefs  only  for  that  world  where  they  cannc 


(*)  Job  v.  7* 
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be  difappointed :  in  the  meantime,  blefling  God,  that  your 
profperity  is  lengthened  out  this  far,  and  afcfibing  it  to  his 
fpecial  providence  that  you  continue  fo  long  un wounded, 
when  fo  many  fliowers  of  arrows  are  flying  around  you, 
and  fo  many  are  falling  by  them  on  the  right  hand  and  on 
the  left. 

§  2.  When  at  length  your  turn  comes,  as  it  certainly 
will,  from  the  flrlt  hour  in  which  an  affliction  feizes  you, 
realize  to  yourfelf  the  hand  of  God  in  it,  and  lofe  not  the 
view  of  him  in  any  fecond  caufe,  which  may  have  proved 
the  immediate  occaiion.  Let  it  be  your  flrlt  care  u  to 
“  humble  yourfelf  under  the  mighty  hand  of  God,  that 
u  he  may  exalt  you  in  dye  time  (0).”  Own  that  u  he 

is  juft  in  all  that  is  brought  upon  you  (c),  ’  and  “  that  in 
u  all  .the fe  things  he  puniflies  you  lefs  than  your  iniquities 
u  deferve  (a7)-’’  Compofe  yourfelf  to  bear  his  hand  with 
patience,  to  glorify  his  name  by  a  fubmiflion  to  his  will,  and 
to  fall  in  with  the  gracious  deflgn  of  this  v;  fit  at  ion,  as  well 
as  to  wait  the  ifliie  of  it  quietlyy  whatever  the  evrent  may¬ 
be. 

§  3.  Now  that  u  patience  may  have  its  perfect  work 
“  (e),’’  reflect  frequently  and  deeply  upon  your  own 
meannefs  and  finfulnefs.  Confider  how  often  every  mer¬ 
cy  has  been  forfeited,  and  every  judgment  deferved.  And 
confider  too,  how  long  the  patience  of  God  hath  borne  with 
you,  and  how  wonderfully  it  is  flill  exerted  towards  you  ; 
and,  indeed,  not  only  his  patience,  but  his  bounty  too. 
Afilifted  as  you  are  (for  I  fpeak  to  you  now  as  actually  under 
the  prefifure)  look  round  and  furvey  your  remaining  mer¬ 
cies,  and  be  gratefully  fenlible  of  them.  Make  the  fuppo- 
fition  of  their  being  removed;  what  if  God  fliould  ftretcli 
out  his  hand  againfl:  you,  and  add  poverty  to  pain,  or  pain 
to  poverty,  or  the  lofs  of  friends  to  both  ;  or  the  death  of 
lurviving  friends  to  that  ofthofe  whom  you  are  now  mourn¬ 
ing  over  ;  would  not  the  wound  be  more  grievous  ?  Adorer 
his  goodnefs  that  this  is  not  the  cafe  :  and  take  heed,  "left 
your  un  thank  fu  1  n  e  fs  fliould  provoke  him  to  multiply  your 
forrows.  Confider  alio  the  need  you  have  of  difciplme  ; 
how  wholefome  it  may  prove  to  your  foul,  and  what  merci- 


(6)  1  Pet.  v.  6.  ( c )  Neh.  ix,  3.2. 

(e)  James  i.  4. 


(4)  Ezra  ix.  13. 
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ful  clefigns  our  heavenly  Father  has  in  all  the  corrosions 
he  fends  upon  his  children. 

§  4.  Nay,  I  will  add,  that,  in  confequence  of  allthefg 
confederations,  it  may  well  be  expe&ed,  not  only  that  you 
Ihould  fubmittbyour  afhi&ions,  as  what  vou  cannot  avoid,' 
but  that  you  fhould  fweetly  a cquie fee  in  them,  and  approve 
them  ;  that  you  fiiotild  not  only  julli  fyv,  but  glorify  God  in 
fending  them  ;  that  you  fliould  glorify  him  with  your  heart, 
and  with  your  lips  too.  Think  not  praife  unfuitable  on 
fuch  an  occafion;  nor  think  that  praife  alone  to  be  fuita- 
ble  which  takes  its  rile  from  remaining  comforts  :  but  know 
that  it  is  your  duty,  not  only  to  be  thankful  in  your  afflicti¬ 
ons,  but  to  be  thankful  on  account  of  them. 


§  5.  God  ldmfelf has  laid,  u  In  every  thing  give  thanks 
[f)  and  he  has  taught  his  fervants  to  fay,  44  Yea  al- 
“  fo  we  glory  m  tribulation  g)  y  And  mod:  certain  it  is, 
that  to  true  believers  they  are  indances  of  divine  mercy; 
for  u  whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  chadene*h,  and  fcoureeth 

"  t  ^  v  7  . *  -  — 

44  every  Ion  whom  he  receiveth’5  with  peculiar  and  didin- 
guifhed  endearment  {kt.v  View  your  prefent  afflictions 
in  this  light  as  chaff  fements  of  love  ;  and  then  let  your 
own  heart  fay,  whether  love  does  not  demand  praife. 
Think  with  yourfelf,  It  is  thus  that  God  is  making  me  con¬ 


formable  to  his  own  Son;  it  is  thus  that  he  is  training  me 
up  for  complete  g  pry.  Thus  he  kills  my  corruptions  ; 
thus  he  drengthens  my  graces  ;  thus  he  is  wifely  contriv¬ 
ing  to  bring  nearer  to  himfelf,  and  to  ripen  me  for  the  ho¬ 
nours  of  Ids  heavenly  kingdom.  It  is  ^  if  need  be,  that  I 
44  am  in  heavinels  f)  and  he  fu rely  knows  what  that 
need  is  be:ter  than  I  can  pretend  to  teach  him  ;  and  knows 
what  peculiar  propriety  there  is  in  this  affliction  to  an:  wer 
my  prefent  neceffity,  and  do  me  that  peculiar  good  which 
he  is  graciofidy  intending  me  by  it.  44  This  tribulation 
44  dial!  work  patience,  and  patience  experience,  and  experi- 
44  encea  more  allured  hope  ;  even  a  hope  which  lhall  not 
44  make  afhamed,  while  the  love  of  God  is  Hied  abroad  in 
44  my  heart_(£),”  and  fhines  through  my  affli&ion,  like  the 
fun  through  a  gently-defcending  cloud,  darting  in  light  up¬ 
on  the  fhadeyand  mingling  fruitfulnefs  with  weeping, 


Thejf.  v.  8. 
(i)  1  Pet .  i. 


(g)  Rom.  v.  3.  (h)  Heb.  xii.  6, 

6.  (k)  Rom.  v.  3,  4. 
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§  6.  Let  it  be  then  your  earned  care,  while  von  thus 
look  on  your  afRidion,  whatever  it  maybe,  as  coming  from,- 
the  hand  of  God,,  to  improve  it  to  the  purpofes  for  which 
it  was  lent.  And  that  you  may  fo  improve  it,  let  it  be  your 
fird  concern  to  know  what  thofe  purpoles  are.  Summon 
up  all  the  attention  of  your  foul  to  44  hear  the  rod,  and 
“  him  who  hath  appointed  it  (/)  and  pray  earnedly 
that  you  may  underdand  its  voice  Examineyour  life,  vour 
words,  and  your  heart ;  and  pray,  that  God  would  fo  guide 
your  inquiries,  that  you  may  u  return  unto  the  Lord  that 
“fmitethyou  (m)S’  To  alTid  you  in  this  call,  call  in 
the  help  of  pious  friends,  and  particularly  of  your  minif- 
ters:  intreat  not  only  their  prayer^  but  their  advices  too, 
as  to  the  probable  delign  of  Providence  ;  and  encourace 
them  fteely  to  tell  you  any  thing  which  occurs  to  their 
mind  upon  this  head.  And  if  fuch  an  occafion  diould 
lead  them  to  touch  upon  fome  of  the  imperfections  of  your 
character  and  condud,  look  upon  it  as  a  great  token  of 
their  friendfhip,  and  take  it  not  only  patiently  but  thank¬ 
fully.  It  does  but  ill  become  a  Chridian  at  any  time  t» 
relent  reproofs  and  admonitions,  and  lead  of  all  does  it  be¬ 
come  him  when  the  rebukes  of  his  heavenly  Father  are 
upon  him  he  ought  rather  to  feek  admonitions  at  fuch  a, 
time  as  this,  and  voluntarily  to  offer  his  wounds  to  F>@ 
fearched  by  a  faithful  and  fkilful  hand.. 

§  7.  And  when,  by  one  means  or  another  you  have 
get  a  ray  of  light  to  dired  you  in  the  meaning  and  lan¬ 
guage  of  fuch  difpenfations,  take  heed  that  you°do  not  in 
any  degree  44  harden  y.ourfelf  againd  God,  and  walk  con- 
iraiy  to  him  ^n).  Obdinate  reluctance  to  the  apprehend¬ 
ed  defign  of  any  providential  drake  is  inexpreffibly  pro¬ 
voking  to  him.  Set  yourfelf  therefore  to  an  immediate  re¬ 
formation  of  whatever  you  difeover  amifs;  and  labour  to- 
ieam  the  general  ledons  of  greater  fubmilXIon  to  God’s  will 
ofa  more  calm  indifference  to  the  world,  and  of  a  clofer 
attachment  to  divine  eonverfe,  and  to  the  views  of  an  ap¬ 
proaching  invifible  date.  And  whatever  particular  pro* 
poition  or  correfpondence  you  may  obferve  between  tbr 
or  that  circumdance  in  your  afRidion  and  your  former 
tranfgreffions,  be  efpeeially  careful  to  ad  according  to  thatr 

(I)  Mic.  vt.  9,  (m)  I  fa.  ix.  13.  (n)  Lev,  xxsl  2*7 
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more  peculiar  and  exprefs  voice  of  the  rod.  Then  you  may 
perhaps  have  fpeedy  and  remarkable  reafon  to  fay,  that 
it  hath  been  good  for  you  that  you  have  been  afElicled 
(<?)  5”  and,  wirETa  multitude  of  others,  may  learn  to  num¬ 
ber  the  times  of  your  diarped  trials  among  the  fweeteft  and 
the  moil  exalted  moments  of  your  life.  For  this  purpole, 
let  prayer  be  your  frequent  employment ;  and  let  iuch  lcn- 
timents  as  thefe,  if  notin  the  very  fame  terms,  be  often  and 
affeftionate|y  poured  out  before  God. 

An  humble  Address  'to  God  under  the  Preffure  cfhea- 

vy  Afflictions. 

OTHOU  fupreme,  yet  all  righteous  and  gracious  Go 
vernor  of  the  whole  univerfe  !  Mean  and  inconfider- 
able  as  this  little  province  of  thy  ipaciousempire  may  appear 
thou  dc.il  not  disregard  the  earth  and  its  inhabitants 
but  attended  to  its  concerns  with  the  mod  condeicendin; 
and  gracious  regards.  u  Thou  reigned,  and  I  rejoice  ii 
“it,”  as  it  is  indeed  “  matter  of  univerfal  joy  (p)A 
believe  thy  unlverlal  providence  and  care  ;  and  I  firmly  be 
]ieve  thy  wife,  holy,  and  kind  interpofition  in  every  thin 
which  relates  to  me,  and  to  the  circumdances  of  my  abod 
in  this  thy  world.  I  would  look  through  all  inferior  caud 

unto  thee,  whofeeyes  are  upon  all  thy  creatures;  to  the 
«  who  formed  the  light,  and  created  darknefs,  who  make 
“  peace,  and  created  evil  (?)  to  thee,  Lord,  who,  at  th 
pleafure,  carsd  exchange  the  one  for  the  other,  canfl  tur 
the  brighfed  noon  into  midnight,  and  the  darked  midnigl 
into  noon. 

O  thou  wife  and  merciful  Governor  of  the  world!  I  hai 
often  faid,  “  Thy  will  be  done  ;r  and  now  thy  will 
painful  to  me.  But  fliall  I,  upon  that  account,  unlay  win 
I  have  fo  often  faid?  “  God,  forbid!’’  I  come  rather  to  12 
myfelf  down  at  thy  feet,  and  to  declare,  my  lull  and  In 
fubmiffion  to  all  thy  facred  pleafure.  O  Lord,  thou  a 
tuft  and  righteous  in  all  '•  I  acknowledge,  in  thy  venerab 
and  awful  prefence,  that  I  have  deferved  this,  and  ten  mo: 
fand  times  more  (r);  I  acknowledge,  thaty  it  is  of  tl 
..  raercy  that  I  am  not  utterly  confumed  [sj,  anu  that  ai 

O',  Pfalm  cxix.  v  ( P )  Pfalmr.^\\  t.  (?)//«■  xiv. 
(r)  Ezra  ix.  1 3.  (-0  Lci?n .  in.  22. 
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the  leaft  degree  of  comfort  yet  remains.  0  Lord,  I  moft 
readily  confefs,  that  the  fins  of  one  day  of  my  life  have  me¬ 
rited  allthefe  chaftifements  ;  and  that  every  day  of  my  life 
hath  been  more  or  lefs  /infill.  Smite/ therefore,  O  thou 
righteous  Judge  !  and  I  will  ftill  adore  thee,  that  in/lead 
of  the  fcourge,  thou  haft  not  given  a  commi/Iion  to  the 
/word,  to  do  all  the  dreadful  work  of  juftice,  and  to  pour 
out  my  blood  in  thy  prefence. 

But  fhall  I  fpeak  unto  thee  only  as  my  Judge  ?  O  Lord, 
thou  haft  taught  me  a  tender  name  ;  thou  condefcendeft 
to  call  thyfelf  my  Father,  and  to  fpeak  of  corretf  ion  as  the 
effedt  of  thy  love.  0  welcome,  welcome,  thoG  affliaions, 
which  are  the  tokens  of  thy  paternal  affe&ion,  the  marks  of 
my  adoption  into  thy  family  1  Thou  knowefl  what  difci- 
pline  I  need,  thou  fee  ft,  O  Lord,  that  bundle  of  folly  .which 
there  is  in  the  heart  of  thy  poor  froward  and  thoughtlefs 
child  ;  and  knoweft  what  rods,  and  what  ftrokes,  are 
needful  to  drive  it  away.  I  would  therefore,  “  be  in  hum- 
“  ble  fubjeaion  to  the  Father  of  (pints,”  who  chafteneth 
“  me  for  my  profit;’’  would  be  in  fubjeaion  to  him,  and 
“  Jive  (?).”  I  would  bear  thy  ftrokes,  not  merely  becaufe 
I  cannot  re/ift  them,  but  becaufe  I  love  and  truft  in  thee. 

I  would  fweetly  acquiefce  and  reft  in  thy  will,  as  well  as^ 
ftoop  to  it ;  and  would  fay,  u  Good  is  the  word  of  the  Lord 
“  (&).”  .  And  J  delire,  that  not  only  my  lips  but  my  foul 
may  acquiefce.  Yea,  Lord,  I  would  praife  thee,  that  thou 
wilt  fliow  /o  much  regard  to  me  as  to  apply  fuch  remedies 
as  thefe  to  the  difeafes  of  my  mind,  and  art  thus  kindly 
careful  to  train  me  up  for  glory.  I  have  no  objection  a- 
gainft  being  affliaed,  againft  being  affliaed  in  this  particu¬ 
lar  way.  “  The  cup  which  my  Father  puts  into  mine 
“  hand,  fhall  I  not  drink  it  (*)■  ?”  By  thine  affiftance  and 
fupport  I  will.  Only  be  pleafed,  O  Lord,  to  ftand  by  me 
and  fometimes  to  grant  me  a  favourable  look  in  the  midft 
of  my  fufferings :  fupport  my  foul,  I  befeech  thee,  by  thv 
confolations  mingled  with  my  tribulations  ;  and  I  Ilia  11  glo¬ 
ry  in  thofe  tribulatious  that  are  thus  allayed  i  It  has  been 
the  experience  of  many  who  have  refle&ed  on  affliaed  days 
with  pleafure,  and  have  acknowledged  that  their  comforts 
nave  fwallowed  up  their  fonows.  And  after  all  that  thou 

(t)  Heb.  xil.  9,  10.  («)  2  Kingtxx,  19.  (x)  Johnxv'iiu  n. 
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haft  done,  44  are  thy  mercies  retrained  (y)  ?”  44  Is  thy 
44  hand  waxed  ihort  (2)  ?*’  or  canft  thou  not  ftill  do  the 
fame  for  me  ? 

If  my  heart  he  lefs  tender,  lefs  fenfible,  thou  canft  cure 
that  diforder,  and  canft  make  this  afflidion  the  means  of 
curing  it.  Thus  let  it  be  ;  and  at  length,  in  thine  own 
due  time,  and  in  the  way  which  thou  fhalt  chufe,  work  out 
deliverance  for  me  ;  and  44  fhow  pie  thy  marvellous  loving 
44  kindnefs,  O  thou  that  faveft  by  thy  right  hand  them  that 
44  put  their  truftin  thee  (#)•’’  Fori  well  know,  that  how 
dark  foever  this  night  of  afflidion  feems,  if  thou  fayed, 
44  Let  there  be  light,’’  there  fhall  be  light.  But  I  would 
urge  nothing  before  the  time  thy  wifdom  and  goodnels  fhall 
appoint.  I  am  much  more  concerned  that  my  afflictions 
may  be  fandihed  than  that  they  may  be  removed.  Num¬ 
ber  me,  O  God,  among  the  44  happy  perfons,  whom  ’  whiJfr 
44  thou  chafleneth,”  thou  44  teacheft  out  of  thy  law  (b)  ! 
44  Show  me/’  I  befeecli  thee,  44  wherefore  thou  contended 
44  with  me  (c)  and  purify  me  by  the  fire,  which  is  fo 
painful  to  me  while  I  am  palling  through  it  !  Doft  thou  not 
44  chaften  thy  children5’  for  this  very  end,  44  that  they  may 
44  be  partakers  of  thine  hohnefs  (d)  1”  Thou  knoweft,  O 
God,  it  is  this  my  foul  is  breathing  after.  I  am  partaker 
of  thy  bounty  every  day  and  moment  of  my  life  ;  1  am  par¬ 
taker  of  thy  gofpel,  and,  I  hope,  in  fome  meafure 'too,  a 
partaker  of  the  grace  of  it  operating  on  my  heart :  Oh  may 
it  operate  more  and  more,  that  I  may  largely  partake  oi 
thine  holinefs  too  ;  that  I  may  come  nearer  and  nearer  in 
the  temper  of  my  mind  to  thee,  O  bleffed  God,  the  fupreme 
model  of  perfection  1  let  my  foul  be  (as  it  were)  melted, 
though  with  the  intenfefl  heat  of  the  furnace,  if  I  mav  bui 
thereby  be  made  fit  for  being  delivered  into  the.  mouk 
of  thy" gofpel,  and  beaiing  thy  bright  and  amiable  image 
O  Lord,  44  my  foul  longeth  for  thee ;  it  crieth  out  ioi 
44  the  living  God  (e)  in  thy  prefence,  and  under  the 
fupport  of  thy  love.  I  can  bear  any  thing,  and  am  willing 
to  bear  it,  if  I  may  grow  more  lovely  in  thine  eyes,  anc 
more  meet  for  thy  kingdom.  The  days  of  my  affliCtior 

.  & 
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will  have  an  end  ;  the  hour  wdl  at  length  come,  when 
“  thou  wilt  wipe  away  all  my  tears  Though  it  tar¬ 

ry,  I  wduld  u  wait  for  it  (g).”  My  fooli/h  heart,  in  the 
iiiidfl  of  all  its  trials,  is  ready  to  grow  fopd  of  this  earth, 
difappointing  and  grievous  as  it  is :  and  gracioufly,  O 
God,  doft  thou  deal  with  me  in  breaking  thofe  bonds  that 
would  tie  me  fafter  to  it.  Oh  let  my  foul  be  girding  itfelf 
up,  and  fas  it  were)  firetching  its  wings,  in  expectation  of 
that  blefled  hour,  when  it  fhall  drop  ail  its  forrows  and  in¬ 
cumbrances  at  once,  and  foar  away  to  expatiate  with  in¬ 
finite  delight  in  the  regions  of  liberty,  peace,  and  joy  ! 
Amen. 

^  f 

CHAP.  XXVI. 

1  J 

The  Christian  aflifted  in  examining  into  his  Growth  in 

Grace. 


Tne examination  important,  §  1.  Falje  marks  of growth 
*-9  avoided,  §  2.  True  marks  prop ofed  :  fuch  as ,  ^  1 ) . 
Imt  eafing  love  to  God ,  §  3.  (2).  Benevolence  to  men , 
§  4-  (3).  Candour  of dijp ofiti on,  §  5.  (4).  Meektjefs 
under  injur iet,  §  6.  v5).  Serenity  amid  ft  the  uncer¬ 
tainties  Of  life. 7.  (6  .  Humility ,  §  8.  efpecia  Ilyas 
exp  re  fed  in  evangelical  exerc/Jes  of  mind  towards  Chrifl 
and  the  Spirit ,  $  9.  f  7;.  Zeal  for  the  divine  honour  y 
f  10.  -8  .  Habitual  and  cheerful  wjlli ;  gnefs  to  ex¬ 
change  worldj  whenever  God  fhall  appoint  it,  §  J  r. 

Conclufion ,  §  12.  The  Chriftian  breathing  after  growth 
in  grace. 


§  '•  F,  by  divine  grace,  you  have  been  “  born  again 
c<  aq\f.  corruptible  feed,  but  of  incorruptible 

«  abidethT11  l  W?rd  °f  G°d’  Wh5ch  j^eth  and 
abideth  for  ever,  not  only  in  the  world,  and  in  the 

church^but  in  particular  fouls  in  which  it  is  fown  ;  you 

word  A-tt  ™  babeS'  defi‘e  th£  flncere  mi,k  of'the 
d’  hat  you  SS?j.v  thereby  {b)U  And  though 

if)  Rev.  xxi.  4.  (g)  Heb  ••  -  - 
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in  the  mod  advanced  date  of  religion  on  earth,  we  are  but 
infants  in  companion  of  what  we  hope  to  be,  when  in  the 
heavenly  world  we  arrive  “  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the 
“  meafure  of  the  ftature  of  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift  (*:) 
yet,  as  we. have  fome  exercife  of  a  fandtitied  reafon,  we 
/hall  be  folicitous  that  we  may  be  growing  and  thriving 
infants.  And  you,  my  reader,  if  u  fo  be  that  you  have 
“  tailed  that  the  Lord*  is  gracious  (d)f  will,  I  doubt  not, 
feel  this  folicitude.  I  would  therefore  endeavour  to  aflid 
you  in  making  the  enquiry,  whether  religion  be  on  the  ad¬ 
vance  in  your  fouls.  And  here  I  fhall  warn  you  againft 
fome  falfe  marks  of  growth  5  and  then  lhall  endeavour  to 
lay  down  others  on  which  you  may  depend  as  more  folid. 
In  this  view  I  would  obierve,  that  you  are  not  to  meafurfe- 
your  growth  in  grace  only,  or  chiefly,  by  your  advances  in 
knowledge,  or  in  zeal,  or  in  any  other  palllonate  impieflion 
of  the  mind  ;  no,  nor  by  the  fervour  of  devotion  alone  ; 
but  by  the  habitual  determination  of  the  will  for  God,  and 
by  your  prevailing  difpofition  to  obey  his  commands,  to 
fubmit  to  his  difpofals,  and  to  lubferve  his  fchenies  in  the 
world* 

§  2.  It  mud  be  allowed,  that  knowledge  and  afle&ion 
in  religion  are  indeed  deflrable.  Without  lome  degiee 
of  the  former,  religion  cannot  be  rational;  and  it  isvdiy 
reafon  able  to  believe,  that  without  fome  degree  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  it  cannot  be  fin  cere,  in  creatures  whofe  natures  are 
conflituted  like  ours.  Yet  there  may  be  a  great  deal  of 
fpeculative  knowledge,  and  a  great  deal  of  rapturous  ai- 
fedion,  where  there  is  no  true  religion  at  all  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  much  more  when  there  is  no  advanced  date  in  it--*— 
The  exercife  of  our  rational  faculties  upon  the  evidences 
of  divine  revelation,  and  upon  the  declaration  of  it  as  con¬ 
tained  in  Scripture,  may  furnifli  a  very  wicked  man  with 
a  well  digeded  body  of  orthodox  divinity  in  his  head, 
when  not  one  fingle  doctrine  of  it  has  evei  re^c  .ec  m. 
heart.  An  eloquent  defcrlption  of  the  fuffenngs  of  Chnd, 
of  the  folemnities  of  judgment,  of  the  joys  of  the  blelled, 
and  the  miferies  of  the  damned,  might  move  the  bread  e  ven 
of  a  man  who  did  not  firmly  believe  them  ;  as  we  o.ten 
find  ourfelves  drongly  moved  by  well-wrought  narrations, 

(r)  Eph.  iv.'ia-  id)  1 
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or  difcourfes,  which,  at  the  fame  time,  we  know  to  have 
their  foundation  in  fiflipn.  Natural  conftitution,  or  fuch 
accidental  caufes  as  are,  fome  of  them,  too  low  to  be  here 
mentioned,  may  fupply  the  eyes  with  a  flood  of  tears 
which  may  dileharge  itfelf  plenteoufly  upon  aimed:  any 
f‘laE  lhail  flrft  ari/e.  And  a  proud  impatience  of 
contradiction,  diieftly  onpolite  as  it  is  to  the  gentle  fpirit  of 
Chridianity,  may  make  a  man’s  blood  boil  when  he  hears 
the  notions  he  has  entertained,  and  efpecially  thofe  which 
he  has  openly  and  vigoroufly  efpoufed,  difputed  and  oppo¬ 
sed.  This  may  poflibly  lead  him,  in,  terms  of  rtrong  in¬ 
dignation,  to  pour  out  his  zeal  and  his  rage  hefore  God 
in  a  fond  conceit,  that,  as  the  God  of  truth,  he  is  the  pal 
tron  of  thole  favourite  doctrines,  by  whofe  fair  appearanc¬ 
es  perhaps  he  himfelf  is  mifled — And  if  thefe  fpeculative 
refinemenis,  or  thofe  affectionate  faliies  of  the  mind  be 
confident  with  a  total  abfence  of  true  religion,  they ’are 
much  more  apparently  confident  with  a  very  low  ed«e  of 
it.  I  would  defire  to  lead  you,  my  friend,  into  fublimer 
notions  and  jufler  marks;  and  refer  you  to  other  practical 
writers,  and,  above  all,  to  the  book  of  God,  to  prove  how 
matei  lal  they  are.  1  would  therefore  intreat  you  to  brine 
your  own  heart  to  anfwer,  as  in  the  prefence  of  God,  to 
fuch  inquiries  as  rhefe.-:  1 

§  3;  Do  von  find  I  “  diyinejoye,  on  the  whole,  advanc- 

mg  m  your  foul  ?’  _D°  you  feel  yourfeIf  ^  ' 

more  fenfible  of  the  prefence  of  God  ?  and  does  thatfenfe 
grow  more  delightful  to  you  than  it  formerly  was  ?  Can 
you,  even  when  your  natural  fpirits  are  weak  and  low  and 
you  are  not  ,n  any  frame  for  the  ardors  and  eedafies  of 
devonon,  neverthelefs  find  a  pleafing  red,  a  calm  repofeof 
heart  in  the  thought  that  God  is  near  you,  and  that  ho 
fees  the  iecret  fentiments  of  your  foul,  while  you  are  ^s 

f  we,'e’  [aboi!™g  «P  the  hill,  and  cading  a  longing  eve 
towards  him,  though  you  cannot  fay  you  enjoy  any  fenfi! 
ble  communications  from  him  ?  Is  it  <  ' 

to  ^t-i^aiontd 

v;a  u't  a  raVe  i  ,  £Very  difgu!fe>  and  to  %  with  Da- 
v^d  Thou,  Lord,  knowed  thy  fervant  (e~  ?  ’  Do  you 

f  d  3  growing  efteem  and  approbation  of  that  facred  W 
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of  God,  which  is  the  tranfeript  of  his  moral  perfe&ions,?’ 
Do  you  inwardly  44  eft«em  all  his  precepts  concerning  all 
54  things  to  be  right  (f )  ?  ’  Do  you  diicern,  not  only  the 
necefluy,  but  the  reafonablenels,  the  beauty,  the  plealure, 
of  obedience  ;  and  feel  a  growing  fcorn  and  contempt 
for  thole  things  which  may  be  offered  as  the  price  of  your 
innocence,  and  would  tempt  you  to  facrifice  or  to  hazard 
your  intereft  in  the  divine  favour  and  friendfliip  ?  Do  you 
not  find  an  ingenuous  deflre  to  pleafe  God,  not  only  becaufe 
he  is  lb  powerful,  and  has  fo  many  good  and  fo  many 
evil  things  entirely  at  his  command,  but  from  a  venerati¬ 
on  of  his  mo  ft  amiable  nature  and  character  ;  ant  do  you 
find  your  heart  habitually  reconciled  to  a  mofthu’  ble  fub- 
jetion,  both  to  his  commanding  and  to  his  difpotmg  will  ? 
Do  you  perceive  that  your  own  will  is  now  more  ready 
and  difpoled  in  every  circumftance,  to  bear  the  yoke,  and 
to  fubmit  to  the  divine  determination,  whatever  he  appoints 
to  be  borne  or  forborne  ?  Can  you  44  in  patience  poflefs 
44  your  foul  <gj  ?”  Gan  you  maintain  a  moiefteady  calm- 
nefs  and  ferenity  when  God  is  ftriking  at  your  deareft  en¬ 
joyments  in  this  world,  and  acting  molt  directly  conti  aiy 
to  your  prefent  interefts,  to  your  natural  paffions  and  de¬ 
fires?  If  you  can,  it  is  a  m©ft  certain  and  noble  fign  that 
grace  is  grown  up  in  you  to  a  very  vigorous  (late. 

§  4.  Examine  alfo,  44  what  affections  you  find  in  your 
heart  towards  thofe  who  are  round  about  you,  and  towards 
the  reft  of  mankind  in  general.’’ — Do  you  find  your  heart 
overflow  with  undillembled  and  unreftrained  benevolence  ? 
Are  you  more  fenfible  than  you  onee  weie  of  tnofe  many 
endearing  bonds  which  unite  all  men,  and  efpecially  all 
Chriftians,  into  one  community;  which  make  them  bre¬ 
thren  and  fellow -citizens  ?  Do  all  the  unfriendly  paffions 
die  and  wither  in  your  foul,  while  the  kind  focial  affecti¬ 
ons  grow  and  {lengthen  ?  And  though  felf-Iove  was  ne¬ 
ver  the  reigning  paffion  flnce  you  became  a  tiue  Chrmian, 
vet  as  fome  remainders  of  it  are  ftill  too  ready  to  work  in¬ 
wardly,  and  to  fhew  themfelves,  efpecially  as  fudden  oc- 
.  cafions  arife,  do  you  perceive  that  you  get  ground  of 
them  ?  Do  vou  think  of  yourfelf  only  as  one  of  a  great 
number,  whofe  particular  interefls  and  concerns  are  of  lit- 


(/")  Pfahn  cxix.  128.  (g)  Luke  xii.  19* 
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tie  importance  when  compared  with  thole  of  the  communi¬ 
ty,  and  ought  by  all  means,  on  all  occafions,  to  be  facii- 
ficed  to  them  ? 

§  5.  Reded  efpecially  “on  the  temper  of  your  mind  to¬ 
wards  thole  whom  an  uniandiried  lieait  mignt  be  leadvto 
imagine  it  had  l'ome  juft  excufe  for  excepting  out  of  the 
lift  of  thole  it  loves,  and  towards  whom  you  are  ready  to 
feel  a  fecret  averfion,  or  at  lead  an ''Alienation  from  them.’’ 

_ How  does  your  mind  ftand  afteded  towards  thofe  who 

differ  from  you  in  their  religious  fentiments  and  pradice-s : 

I  do  not  fay  that  Chriftian  charity  will  require  you  to  think 
every  error  harmlefs.  It  argues  no  want  of  love  to  a  friend 
in  fome  cafes  to  fear  Jeaft  his  diforder  fhould  prove  more 
fatal  than  h*  feems  to  imagine  ;  nay,  fometimes  the  very 
tendernefs  flff  friendfhip  may  increafe  that  apprehenfion. 
.But  to  hate  perfons  becaufe  we  think  they  are  miftaken, 
and  to  aggravate  every  difference  in  judgment  or  prac¬ 
tice,  into  a  fatal  'and  damnable  error,  that  deftroys  all 
Chriftian  communion  and  love,  is  a  fymptom  generally 
much  worfe  than  the  evil  it  condemns.  Do  you  love  the 
image  of  Chrift  in  a  perfon  who  thinks  himfelf  obliged  in 
conference  to  profefs  and  worfhip  in  a  manner  different 
from  yourfelf  ?  Nay  farther,  can  you  love  and  honour  that 
which  is  truly  amiable  and  excellent  in  thofe  in  whom  much 
is  defedive  :  in  thofe  whom  there  is  a  mixture  of  bigotry 
and  narrownefs  of  fpirit,  which  may  lead  them  perhaps  to 
flight,  or  even  to  cenfure,  you  ?  Can  you  love  them  as  the 
difciples  and  fervants  of  Chrift,  who,  through  a  miftaken 
zeal,  may  be  ready  to  “  caft  out  your  name  as  evil  (h)f 
to  warn  others  again  ft  you  as  a  dangerous  perfon  ?  This  is 
none  of  the  lead  triumphs  of  charity,  nor  any  defpicable 
evidence  of  an  advance  in  religion. 

§  6.  And,  on  this  head,  refled  farther,  “  how  can  you 
bear  injuries?” — There  is  a  certain  hardmefs  of  foul  in 
this  refped,  which  argues  a  confirmed  ftate  in  piety  and 
virtue.  Does  every  thing  of  this  kind  hurry  and  ruffle 
you,  fo  as  to  put  you  on  contrivances  how  von  may  recom- 
penfe,  or  at  leaft,  how  you  may  difgrace  and  expofe  him 
who  has  done  you  the  wrong?  or  can  you  ftand  the  fhock 
calmly,  and  eafily  divert  your  mind  to  other  objeds,  only 
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(when  you  recoiled  thefe  things)  pitying  and  praying  for 
tlioie  who,  with  the  word  tempers  and  views,  are  aiiau'Jt- 
mg  you  ?  This  is  a  Chritl-like  temper  indeed  ;  and  he 
will  own  it  as  inch  :  will  own  you  as  one  of  his  fofdier?, 
as  one  or  his  heroes  :  efpecially  if  it  riles  fo  far,  as  in  (lead 
°f ^eing  overcome  of  evil  to  overcome  evil  with  good 

if-”  Watch  over  your  lpirit,  and  over  your  tongue, 
Vvdien  injuries  are  offered  ;  and  fee  whether  you  be  ready 
to  meditate  upon  them,  to  aggravate  them  to  yourfelf,  to 
c'onlfwin  °‘  them  to  others,  and  to  lay  on  all  the  load  and 
blame  that  yon  in  judice  can  :  or  whether  yon  be  ready 
to  put  the  kin  deft  condrudion  upon  the  offence,  to  excufe 
it  as  far  as  reafon  will  allow,  and  >  where,  after  all,  it 
will  bear  a  black  and  odious  alped)  to  forgive  it,  heartily 
to  forgive  it,  and  that  even  before  any  fubmillion  is 
made,  or  pardon  alked  ;  and  in  token  of  the  fincerity  of 
that  forgivenefs,  to  be  contriving  what  can  be  done  by 
fome  benefit  or  other  toward  the  injurious  perfon  to  teach 
liim  a  better  temper. 

§  7.  Examine  farther  u  with  regard  to  the  other  evils 
arJd  calamities  of  life,  and  even  with  regard  to  its  uncer- 
laiinies,  how  you  can  bear  them  — Do  you  find  your 
foul  is  in  this  refped  gathering  jftrength.r  Elave  you  few- 
ev  foreboding  fears  and  difquieting  alarms  than  you  once 
had  as  to  what  may  happen  in  life  ?  Gan  you  trull  the  wif- 
dom  and  goodneis  of  God  to  order  your  affairs  for  you, 
with  more  complacency  and  chearfulnefs  than  formerly  ? 
Do  you  find  you  are  unable  to  unite  your  thoughts  more 
in  furveying  prefent  circumdances,  that  you  may  colled 
immediate  duty  from  them,  though  you  know  net  what 
God  will  next  appoint  or  call  you  to?  And  when  you  feel 
the  Imart  of  affiidion,  do  you  make  a  lefs  matter  of  it  ? 
can  von  transfer  your  heart  more  ealily  to  heavenly  and 
divine  objeds,  without  an  anxious  folicitude  whether  this 
or  that  burthen  be  removed,  fo  it  may  he  but  fandifed  to 
promote  your  communion  with  God  ;  and  your  ripenefs 
for  glory  ? 

§  8.  Examine  alfo,  u  whether  you  advance  in  humiji- 
ty. 3?- — This  is  a  filent,  but  mod  excellent  grace  ;  and  they 
who  are  mod  eminent  in  it,  are  cleared  to  God,  and  mod 
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fit  for  the  communications  of  his  prefence  to  tnem.  Do 
youthen  feel  your  mind  more  emptied  ol  proud  and  haugh¬ 
ty  imaginations;  not  prone  fo  much  to  look  l ack  upon 
pad  fervices  which  it  has  performed,  as  forward  to  thole 
which  are  yet  before  you,  and  inward  upon  the  remaining 
imperfections  of  your  heart  ?  Do  you  more  tenderly  ob- 
ferve  vour  daily  flips  and  nail  carriages,  and  rind  }  run  It  i 
difpofed  to  mourn  over  thofe  things  before  the  Lord,  that 
once  palled  with  you  as  flight  matters ;  though  when  you 
come  to  iurvey  them  as  m  the  prefence  of  Cod,  you  find 
they  were. not  wholly  involuntary,  or  free  from  gtiilt  ?  Do 
you  feel  in  your  breaft  a  deeper  apprehenfion  ol'l-he  inljnvte' 
majefty  of  the  blefled  God,  and  of  the  glory  of  his  natu¬ 
ral  and  moral  perfections;  io  as  in  confequence  ol  tnoie 
views,  to  perceive  yourfelf  (as  it  were)  annihilated  in  his 
prefence,  and  to  flirink  into  “  lefs  than  nothing  and  vani- 
a  {y  (£)?’>  If  this  be  your  temper,  Gad  will  look  upon 
you  with  peculiar  favour,  and  will  viiit  you  moic  and 
more  with  the  didinguifhed  hleflings  of  his  grace.  ^ 

§  9.  But  there  is  another  great  branch  and  effect  of 
Chriftian  humility,  which  it  would  be  an  unpardonable 
negligence  to  omit.  Let  me,  therefore,  tart  her  enquiie, 
Are  you  more  frequently  renewing  your  application,  your 
fin  cere,  fteady,  determinate  application,  to  the  righteouf- 
nefs  and  blood  of  C  hr  iff,  as  being  fen  Able  how  unworthy 
you  are  to  appear  before  God  otherwise  than  in  him  ? 
And  do  the  remaining  corruptions  of  your  heart  humble 
you  before  him,  though  the  dilorders  ot  your  life  are  in 
a  great  meafure  cuied?  Are  you  more  earned  to  obtain 
the  quickening  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  ?  and  have 
you  fuch  a  fenfe  of  your  own  weakned,  as  to  engage  you 
to  depend  in  all  the  duties  you  perform  upen  the  commu¬ 
nications  of  his  grace  to  44  help  your  infirmities  (/)  ?  ’ 
Can  yo^,  at  the  dole  of  your  mod  religious,  exemplary,, 
and  nfeful  days,  blulh  before  God  for  the  deficiencies  of 
them,  while  others  perhaps  may  be  ready  to  admire  and 
extol  your  conduct  ?  And  while  you  give  the  glory  of  all 
that  has  been  right  to  him  from  whom  the  drength  and 
grace  has  been  derived,  are  you  coming  to  the  blood  of 
fprinkling  to  free  you  from  the  guilt  which  mingles  itieliV 

(£)  Ifa.  xl.17.  (/)  Rom^t iii.va 6, 
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even  with  the  bed  of  your  tervices  ?  Do  you  learn  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  bounties  of  Providence,  not  only  with  thankful, 
neis  as  coming  from  God,  but  with  a  mixture  of  fhame 
and  confufion  too,  under  a  confcroufiiefs  that  you  do  not 
defeive  them,  and  are  continually  forfeiting  them  ?  And 
do  you  juftify  Providence  in  your  afflictions  and  difappoint- 
jn'-ntS  e\en  while  many  are  flourifhing  around  yon  in  the 
full  bloom  of  prosperity,  whole  offences  have  been  more 
vuble  at  lead,  and  more  notorious  than  vours  ? 

5  10.  Do  you  alfo  advance  in  “  zeal  and  activity  for 
U  the  iei  vice  of  God,  and  the  happinefs  of  mankind  ?V 
.Does  your  love  fhew  itfelf  folid  and  fin  cere,  by  a  continu¬ 
al  flow  of  good  works  from  it  ?  Can  you  view  the  for- 
rows  of  others  with  tender  companion,  and  with  projefts 
and  contrivances  what  you  may  do  to  relieve  them  ?  Do 
\ou  feel  in  your  bread:  that  you  are  more  frequently  u  de- 
vifing  liberal  things  and  ready  to  wave  your 

own  advantage  or  pleafure  that  you  may  accomplifli  them  ? 
Do  you  find  your  imaginations  teeming  (as  it  were)  with 
conceptions  and  fchemes  for  the  advancement  of  the  caufe 
and  intered  of  Chrid  in  the  world,  for  the  propagation 
of  nis  gofpel,  and  for  the  happinefs  of  your  fellow-crea¬ 
tures  ?  And  do  you  not  only  pray,  but  aft  for  it ;  aft  in 
luch  a  manner  as  ta  fhew  that  you  pray  in  earned  ;  and 
feel  a  readinefs  to  do  what  little  you  can  in  this  caufe, 
even  though  others,  who  might  if  they  plea  fed,  very  con¬ 
veniently  do  a  vad  deal  more,  will  do  nothing. 

§  ii.  And  not  to  enlarge  on  this  copious  head,  refleft 
once  more,  u  how  your  affeftions  dand  with  regard  to  this 
world  and  another?” — Are  you  more  deeply  and  practical¬ 
ly  convinced  of  the  vanity  oftbefe  u  things  which  are  feen 
411  and  are  temporal  (/zj  ?”  Do  you  perceive  your  expec¬ 
tations  from  them,  and  your  attachments  to  them,  to  dimi- 
niih  ?  You  are  willing  to  day  in  this  world  as  long  as  your 
Father  pleafes,  and  it  is  right  and  well;  but  do  you  find 
your  bonds  fo  loofened  to  it,  that  you  are  willing,  heartily 
willing,  to  leave  it  at  the  fhorted  warning  ;  fo  that  if 
€?od  mould  fee  fit  to  fummon  you  away  on  ^  fudden, 
though  it  fhould  be  in  the  midd  of  your  enjoyments,  pur¬ 
suits,  expe&ations,  and  hopes,  you  would  cordially  confent 

(m)  Ifa.  xxxii.  8,  (n)  2  Coy,  iy.  18 . 
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,  to  that  remove  ;  without  laying,  Lord,  let  me  flay  a  little 
while  longer  to  enjoy  this  or  that  agreeable  entei  tamment, 
to  finifh  this  or  that  f’cheme?  Gan  you  think  with  an  ha¬ 
bitual  calmnefs,  and  hearty  approbation,  it  Inch  be  the 
divine  pleasure,  of  waking  no  more  when  you  lie  down  on 
your  bed,  of  returning  home  no  more  when  you  go  out  of 
yourjaoufe  ?  And  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  how  great  foe- 
ver  the  burthens  oi  life  are,  do  you  find  a  Wiliingnefs  to  bear 
them,  in  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  your  heavenly  Father, 
though  it  fhould  be  to  many  future  years  $  and  though  they 
\  /hould  be  years  of  far  greater  affii&ion  than  you  have  ever 
yet  feen  ?  Gan  you  lay  calmly  and  fteadily,  if  not  with 
fuch  overflowings  of  tender  affections  as  you  could  defire, 

“  Behold  thy  fervant,  thy  child  is  in  thine  hand,  do  with 
“  me  as  feemeth  good  in  thy  fight  ( 0 )  !’’  My  will  is  melt¬ 
ed  into  thine,  to  be  lifted  up,  or  laid  down,  to  be  carried 
out,  or  brought  in,  to  be  here  or  there,  in  this  or  that  cir~ 
cumflance,  juft  as  thou  pleafeft,  and  as  ftiall  beft  fuit  with 
thy  great  extenfive  plan,  which  it  is  impoflible  that  I,  or  all 
the  angels,  in  heaven,  fhould  mend. 

§  12.  Thefe,  if  I  underftand  matters  aright,  are  fome 
of  the  moll  fubftantia!  evidences  of  growth  and  eftablijfh- 
rnent  in  religion.  Search  after  them  :  blefs  God  for  them, 
io  far  as  you  difcover  them  in  y&urfelf:  and  ftudy  to  ad¬ 
vance  in  them  daily,  under  the  influences  of  divine  grace,  , 
to  which  I  heartily  recommend  you,  and  to  which  I  in— 
treat  you  frequently  to  recommend  yourfelf*' 

The  Christi  an  breathi ng  earnefUy  after  Growth  in 

Grace.’ 

OTH0U  ever  blefted  Fountain  of  natural  and  fpiritual 
life  !  I  thank  thee  that  I  live,  and  know  the  exercifes 
and  pleafures  of  a  religious  life.  I  blefs  thee  that  thou  haft 
infufed  into  me  thine  own  vital  breath,  though  I  was  once 
“’dead  in  trefpafTes and  fins  (p)  ;v  fo  that  I  am  become  in 
a  fenfe  peculiar  to  thine  own  children,  ua  living  foul 
But  it  is  mine  earneft  defire,  that  I  may  not  only  live,  but 
“grow;  “  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  knowledge  of  my 

(0)  2  Sam.  xv.  26.  (p)  Epk.  ii.  1.  (qj  Gen.  ii.  7, 
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u  Lord  an,d  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift  .(*),”  upon  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  whom  my  progrefs  in  it  fo  evidently  depends  I 
In  this  view,  I  humbly  intreat  thee,  that  thou  wilt  form 
my  mind  to  right  notions  in  religion,  that  I  may  not  judge 
of  grace  by  any  wrong  conceptions  of  it,  nor  meafure  my 
advances  in  it  by  thole  things  which  are  merely  the  effects 
of  nature,  and  poflibly  its  corrupt  effects  ! 

iday  l  oe  fee  king  after  an  mcreafe  of  divine  love  to 
thee,  my  God  and  Father  in  Cnrift  :  of  unreierved  refig- 
nation  to  dty  wile  and  hojy  will,  and  of  extenflve  benevo¬ 
lence  to  my  fellow-creatures;  may  I  grow  in  patience  and 
fortitude  of  foul,  in  humility  ana  zeal,  in  fpirituality  and 
a  heavenly  difpofition  of  mind,  and  in  a  concern,  “  that 
whether  prefent  or  ablent,  I  may  be  accepted  of  the 
Lord  [sj  ;  that  whether  I  live  or  die,  it  may  be  for 
his  glory  !  In  a  word,  as  thou  know  eft,  I  hunger  and  third 
alter  rigbteoufnefs,  make  me  whatever  thou  woulcleft  de¬ 
light  to  lee  me  !  Draw  on  my  foul,  by  the  gentle  influences 
of  thy  gracious  Spirit,  every  trace,  and  every  feature, 
which  thine  eyes,  O  heavenly  Father,  may  furvey  with 
pleafure,  and  which  thou  may  eft  acknowledge  as  thine  own 


image  1 

I  am  lenflble,  O  Lord,  I  have  not  as  yet  attained  l 
yea,  my  ioul  is  utterly  confounded  to  think  u  how  far  I 
“  am  from  being  already  perfect  but  this  one  thing 
( after  the  great  example  of  thine  apoftle,  and  the  much 
greater  of  his  Lord)  u  I  would  endeavour  to  do;  forget- 
“  ting  the  things  which  are  behind.  I  would  prefs  for- 
“  ward  to  thofe  who  are  before  (*)/’  Oh  that  thou 
wouldeft  feed  my  foul  by  thy  word  and  Spirit  !  Having 
been,  as  I  humbly  hope  and  truft,  regenerated  by  ir, 
u  being  born  again,  not  of  corruptible  feed,  but  of  incor- 
u  ruptible,  even  by  the  word  which  liveth  and  abideth  for 
a  ever  (u  as  u  a  new-born  babe,  I  deflre  the  /in cere 

milk  of  the  word,  that  I  may  grow  thereby  (x.P'  And 
may  my  profiting  appear  unto  all  men  till  at 

length  44  I  come  unto  a  perfect  man,  unto  the  meafure  of 
u  the  ft  at  tire  of  the  fulneis  of  Ciuift  4,  ;”  and  after  hav- 


(r  2  Pet. iS.  's  2  Cor.  v- 9.  ' /)  F hi l  id.  12,  13. 
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ing  enjoyed  the  pleafure  of  thofe  that  flourifh  eminently  in 
the  courts  below,  be  fixed  in  the  paradile  above' !  I  afk  and 
hope  it  through  him  of  44  whole  fulnefs  we  have  all  receiv- 
44  ed,  even  grace  for  grace  ■  a)  “To  him  be  glory, 
(i  both  now  and  for  ever  (b)  1”  Amen. 

CHAP.  XXVII. 

The  advanced  Chriftian  reminded  of  the  Mercies  of  God, 
and  exhorted  to  the  Exereifies  of  habitual  Love  to  him, 
and  joy  in.  him. 

An  hsly  joy  in  God  our  privilege  as  well  as  our  duty ,  § 
1.  The  Chriftian  invited  to  the  exercije  of  it,  §  2.  (i)« 
By  the  reprefentation  of  temporal  mercies ,  §  3.  (2). 
By  the  confideration  of  fpiritual favours,  §  4.  (3}. 
By  the  views  of  eternal  happinejs,  §  5.  And,  (4). 
Of  the  mercies  of  God  to  others ,  the  living  and  the 
dead,  §  6.  The  chapter  clofes  veith  an  exhortation  to 
this  heavenly  exercije,  §  7,  and  with  an  example  of  the 
genuine  workings  of  this  grateful  j oy  in  God. 

§  1.  T  WOULD  now  fuppofe  my  reader  to  find,  on  an 
A  examination  of  his  fpiritual  date,  that  he  is  grow¬ 
ing  in  grace.  And  if  you  defire  rhat  this  growth  may  at 
once  be  acknowledged  and  promoted,  let  me  call  your  foul 
to  that  more  affectionate  exercife  of  love  to  God,  and  joy 
in  him,  which  nuts,  and  ftrengthens,  and  exalts,  the  cha¬ 
rade  r  of  the  advanced  Chriftian  ;  and  which  I  befeechyoti 
to  regard,  not  only  as  your  pr' Allege,  but  as  your  duty  too. 
Love  is  the  molt  fubiime  generous  principle  of  all  true  and 
acceptable  obedience  ;  and  with  love,  when  fo  wifely  and 
happily  fixed,  when  fo  certainly  returned,  joy,  proportion- 
able  joy,  muft  naturally  be  connected.  It  may  juftly  grieve 
a  m  m  that  enters  into  the  fpirit  of  Chriftianity  to  ree  how 
■low  a. life  the  generality  even  of  fincere  Chrjftian-  com¬ 
mon  v  live  m  this  re'pect.  44  Rejoice  ,1‘en  ’n  die  Lord, 
“  ye  righteous,  and  give  thanks  at  the  remembrance  of  his 

(a)  John  i.  19, 
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holinefs  and  of  all  thole  other  perfections  and  glo- 
nes  which  aie  included  iji  that  majeftic,  that  wonderful* 
that  delightful  name,  The  Lord  thy  God  !  Spend  not 
your  {acred  moments  merely  in  confeflion,.  or  in  petition, 
though  each  mult  have  their  daily  {hare  :  but  give  a  part, 
a  confiderable  part,  to  the  celeftial  and  angelic  work  of 
^  ea,  labour  to  carry  about  with  you-corttinually 
an  heart  overflowing  with  fuch  fentimems,  warmed  and  in¬ 
flamed  with  fuch  affeClions. 

§  2.  Are  there  not  continually  rays  enough  diffufed 
from  the  great  Father  of  light  and  love  to  inkindle  it  in 
our  boiom  ?  Come,  my  Chriffian  friend  and  brother,  come 
and  lurvey  with  me  the  goodnefs  of  our  heavenly  Father. 
And  oh  that  he  would  give  me  fuch  a  lenfe  of  it,  that  I 
might  reprelent  it  in  a  fuitable  manner  ;  that  “  while  I 
il  am  niuflng  the  fire  may  burn”  in  my  own  heart  (£), 
and  be  communicated  to*  yours  !  and  oh  that  it  might  pals, 
with  the  lines  I  write,  from  foul  to  foul ;  awakening  in  the 
breafl:  of  every  Chriftian  that  reads  them,  fentiments  more 
worthy  of  the  children  of  God,  and  the  heirs  of  glory  ; 
who  are  to  fpend  an  eternity  in  thofe  facred  exercifes  to 
to  which  I  am  now  endeavouring  to  excite  you  1 

§  3.  Have  you  not  reafon  to  adopt  the  words  of  David, 
&nd  fay,  “  How  many  are  thy  gracious  thoughts  unto  me, 
**  O  Lord  1  how  great  is  the  fum  of  them  1  When  I  would 
u  count  them,  they  are  more  in  number  than  the  fand  (c).” 
You  indeed  know  where  to  begin  the  furvey  5  for  the  fa¬ 
vours  of  God  to  you  began  with  your  being.  Commemo¬ 
rate  it  therefore  with  a  grateful  heart,  that  the  “  eyes 
u  which  faw  your  fubftance,  being  vet  imperfect,”  beheld 
you  with  a  friendly  care,  u  when  you  were  made  infe- 
cre»,”  and  have  watched  over  you  ever  fince  :  and  that 
u  the  hand  which  drew  the  plan  of  your  members,  when 
u  a^yet  there  was  none  of  them  (d‘v  not  onlv  fafhioned 
them  at  firft,  but  from  that  time  has  been  concerned  in 
keeping  all  your  bones,  f®  that  none  of  them  is  broken 
“  -  e  f  and  that  indeed  it  is  to  this  you  owe  it  that  you 
live  Look  back  upon  the  path  you  hav#  trode,  from  the 

(<2)  P film  xevih  12.  ( b  Pfahn  xxxix.  3. 
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day  that  God  brought  you  out  of  the  womb,  and  fay,  whe¬ 
ther  you  do  not,  as  it  were,  fee  all  the  road  thick  let  with 
the  marks  and  memorials  of  the  divine  goodnels.  Recol¬ 
lect  the  places  where  you  have  lived,  and  the  persons  with 
whom  you  have  moft  intimately  converted  $  and  cali  to 
mind  the  mercies  you  have  received  in  thole  places,  and 
from  thole  perfons,  as  the  internments  of  the  divine  care 
and  goodneis.  Recollect  the  difficulties  and  dangers  with 
which  you  have  been  1  unrounded ;  and  reflect  attentively 
on  what  God  hath  done  to  defend  you  from  them,  or  to 
carry  you  through  them.  Think  how  often  there  has  been  ' 
u  but  a  teep  between  you  and  death  and  how  luddenly 
God  hath  fometimes  interpofed  to  fet  you  in  fafety,  even 
before  you  apprehended  your  danger.  Think  ol  thofe 
chambers  of  illnefs  in  which  you  have  been  confined,  and 
from  whence  perhaps  you  once  thought  you  fhould  go  forth 
no  more  ;  but  faid  (with  Hezekiah.)  “  In  the  cutting  off 
u  my  days  I  fliall  go  to  the  gales  of  the  grave  ;  I  am  de- 
u  prived  of  the  refidue  of  my  years  God  has,  it 

may  be,  fmce  that  time,  added  many  years  to  your  life  ; 
and  you  know  not  how  many  more  may  be  in  referve,  or 
how  much  ufefulnefs  and  happinefs  may  attend  each.  Sur¬ 
vey  your  circumteances  in  relative  life  ;  how  many  kind 
friends  are  furrounding  you  daily,  and  teudying  how  they 
may  contribute  to  your  comfort.  Reflect  on  thofe  re¬ 
markable  circ  urn  fiances  in  providence,  which  occafioned 
the  knitting  of  fome  bonds  of  this  kind,  which,  next  to 
thofe  which  join  your  foul  to  God,  you  number  among 
the  happieft.  And  forget  not,  in  how  many  inftances, 
when  thefe  dear  lives  have  been  threatened,  Jives,  per¬ 
haps,  more  fenfibly  dear  than  your  own,  God  hath  given 
them  back  from  the  border  of  the  grave,  and  fo  added 
new  endearments  arifing  from  that  tender  circmn fiance  to 
all  your  after  converfe  with  them.  Nor  forget,  in  how 
gracious  a  manner  he  hath  fupported  fome  others  in  their 
Jail  moments,  and  enabled  them  to  leave  behind  a  fweet 
odour  0/  piety,  which  hath  embalmed  their  memories,  re¬ 
vived  you  when  ready  to  faint  under  the  forrows  of  the 
nrff  reparation,  and,  on  the  whole,  made  even  the  recollec¬ 
tion  of  their  death  delightful. 
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§  4.  But  it  is  more  than  time  that  I  lead  on  your 
thoughts  to  the  many  fpiritual  mercies  which  God  hath 
bellowed  upon  you.  Loolc  Back,  as  it  were,  to  the  41  rock 
“  from  whence  you  were  hewn,  and  to  the  hole  of  the 
“  from  whence  you  were  digged  (g).”  Rehea  feri- 
oully  on  the  Hate  wherein  divine  grace  found  you  :  under 
how  much  gu  It,  under  how  much  pollution  !  in  what 
m  what  ruin  !  Think  what  was,  and  oh,  think 
with  yet  deeper  reflexion,  what  would  have  been  the  cafe  l 
The  eye  of  God,  which  penetrates  into  eternity,  faw 
what  your  mind,  amufed  with  the  trifles  of  ptelent  time 
and  ienfual  gratifications,  was  utterly  ignorant  and  regard- 
lets  of  ;  it  law  you  on  the  borders  oT  eternity  and  pitied 
yon  ;  law  that  you  would  in  a  little  time  have  been  Inch 
a  heiplefs  wretched  creature,  as  the  finner  that  is  juft  now 
dead,  and  has,  to  his  infinite  furprife  and  everlafting  ter¬ 
ror  met  his  unexpected  doom,  and  would  like  him,  ftand 
thunder-ftruck  in  aftoniftiment  and  delpair.  This  God 
faw,  and  he  pitied  you  ;  and  being  merciful  to  you,  he 
provided  in  the  counfels  of  his  eternal  love  and  grace,  a 
Redeemer  for  you,  and  purchafed  you  to  himfelf  with  the 
blood  of  his  Son  •,  a  price,  which  if  you  will  paufe  upon 
it,  and  think  ferioufly  what  it  was,  muft  furely  affect  you 
to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  make  you  fall  down  before  God  in 
wonder  and  fhame,  to  think  it  fhould  ever  have  been  giv¬ 
en  for  you.  To  aecomplifh  thele  bleft  purpofes,  he  lent 
his  grace  into  your  heart ;  fo  that,  though  “  you  were  once 
“  darknefs,  you  are  now  light  in  the  Lord  (/*).”  He 
made  that  happy  change  which  you  now  feel  in  your  foul, 
and  by  his  Holy  Spirit  which  is  given  to  you,  he  Hied  a- 
broad  that  principle  of  love  (/),  which  is  enkindled  by  this 
review,  and  now  flames  with  greater  ardour  than  before. 
Thus  far  he  hath  fupported  you  in  your  Chriftian  courfe  * 
and,  u  having  obtained  help  from  him,  it  is  that  you  con- 
u  tinue  even  to  this  day  (£)•”  He  hath  not  only  blelled 
you,  but  made  von  a  bleffing  (/):  and  though  you  have 
not  been  fo  ufeful  as  that  holy  generofity  of  heart,  which 
he  has  excited,  would  have  engaged  you  to  defire,  yet  lome 
good  you  have  done  in  the  Ration  in  which  he  has  fxed 
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you.  Some  of  your  brethren  of  mankind  have  been  re¬ 
lieved  ;  perhaps,  too,  feme  thoughtlefs  creature  reclaim¬ 
ed  to  virtue  and  happinefs,  by  his  bleiling  on  your  endea¬ 
vours.  Some  in  the  way  to  heaven  are  p railing  God  for 
you  :  and  fome,  perhaps,  already  there,  are  longing  for 
your  arrival,  that  they  may  thank  you  in  nobler  and  more 
exprellive  forms  for  benefits,  the  importance  of  which  they 
now  diffidently  underdand,  though  while  here  they  could 
never  conceive  it. 

§  5.  Chridian,  look  round  on  the  numberlef?  bleffings 
ol  one  kind  and  of  another  with  which  you  are  already  cn- 
compaffed  j  and  advance  your  pro fpe ft  dill  farther  to  what 
faith  yet  discovers  within  the  veil.  Think  of  thofe  now 
unknown  tranfports  with  which  thou  flialt  drop  every  bur¬ 
then  in  the  grave,  and  thine  immortal  fpirit  fliail  mount 
light  and  joyful,  holy  and  happy,  to  God,  its  original, 
its  fupport,  and  its  hope  ,•  to  God  the  fource  of  being, 
of  holinefs,  and  of  pleas  ure  ;  to  Jefus,  through  whom  all 
the  e  mercies  are  derived  to  thee,  and  who  will  appoint 
thee  a  throne  neai  his  own,  to  be  for  ever  the  Ipecta- 
tor  a  id  partaker  of  his  glory,.  Think  of  the  rapture  with 
winch  thou  flialt  attend  his  triumph  in  the  refurre&ion  day, 
and  receive  this  poor  mouldering  corruptible  body,  tranf- 
formed  into  his  glorious  image,  and  then  think,  “  Thefe 
hopes  are  not  mine  alone,  but  the  hopes  of  thoufands  and 
millions.  Multitudes,  whom  I  number  among  the  dear¬ 
ch:  of  my  friends  upon  earth,  are  rejoicing  with  me  in 
thele  apprehenhons  and  views  :  and  God  gives  me  fome- 
times  to  fee  the  fmiles  on  their  cheeks,  the  fweet  humble 
hope  that  fparkles  in  their  eyes,  and  fhines  through  the 
tears  of  tender  gratitude  ;  and  to  hear  that  little  of  their 
inward  complacency  and  joy  which  language  can  txprefs. 
lea,  and  multitudes  more,  who  were  once  equally  dear 
to  me  with  thefe,  though  I  have  laid  them  in  the  grave, 
and  wept  over  their  dull,  are  living  to  God,  living  in  the 
poiMion  of  inconceivable  delights,  and  drinking  large 
draughts  of  the  water  of  life,  which  flows  in  perpetual 
dreams  at  his  right  hand. 

§  6.  O  Ch vidian,  thou  art  dill  intimately  united  and 
allied  to  them.  Death  cannot  break  a  friendlhip  thus  e e- 

(/ J  Con.  xii.  2. 


fl 


a  5  a  The  Rife  and  Rregrefs  chap.  27* 

merited  ;  and  it  ought  not  to  render  thee  infenflble  of  the 
happinefs  of  thofe  friends  for  wliofe  memory  thou  retain¬ 
ed:  fo  j ud:  an  honour.  They  live  to  God,  as  his  fervants ; 
they  u  ferve  him  and  fee  his  face  [mj  j  ’  and  they  make 
but  a  fmall  part  of  that  glorious  adembly.  Millions  equal¬ 
ly  worthy  of  thine  efteem  and  affection  with  them  elves  in¬ 
habit  thofe  blifsful  regions:  and  wilt  thou  not  rejoice  in 
their  joy  ?  and  wilt  thou  not  adore  that  everlafling  fpring 
of  holinefs  and  happinefs  from  whence  each  of  thefe  dreams 
is  derived  ?  Yea,  I  will  add,  while  the  blefled  angels  are 
fo  kindly  regarding  us,  while  they  are  minillering  to  thee, 
O  Chriftian,  and  bearing  thee  in  their  arms,  “  as  an  heir 
u  of  falvation  (#),”  wilt  thou  not  rejoice  in  their  felicity 
too  ;  and  wilt  thou  not  adore  that  God,  who  gives  them 
all  the  fuperior  glory  of  their  more  exalted  nature,  and 
gives  them  a  heaven,  which  fills  them  with  bleflednefs, 
even  while  they  feem  to  withdraw  from  it  that  they  may  at¬ 
tend  on  thee  ? 

§  7.  This,  and  infinitely  more  than  this,  the  blefled 
God  is,  was,  and  fliall  ever  be.  Thefe  felicities  of  the 
bleded  fpirits  that  furround  his  throne,  and  thy  felicities, 
O  Chriftian,  are  immortal.  Thefe  heavenly  luminaries 
fhall  glow  with  an  undecaying  flame  ;  and  thou  fhalt  Aline 
and  glitter  among  them,  when  the  fun  and  ftars  are  gone 
out :  Still  fliall  the  unchanging  Father  of  lights  pour  forth 
his  beams  upon  them  ;  and  the  luflre  they  refted  from 
him,  and  their  happinefs  in  him,  fliall  be  everlafling,  fliall 
be  ever  growing.  Bow  down,  O  thou  child  of  God,  thou 
heir  of  glory,  bow  down  and  let  all  that  is  within  thee  unit® 
in  one  ad  of  grateful  love,  and  let  all  that  is  around  thee, 
all  that  is  before  thee,  in  the  profpeds  of  an  unbounded  eter¬ 
nity,  concur  to  elevate  and  tranfport  thy  foul ;  that  thou 
in  ay  eft,  as  far  as  poifible,  begin  the  work  and  bleflednefs  of 
heaven,  in  falling  before  the  God  of  it,  in  opening  thine 
heart  to  his  gracious  influences,  and  ;n  breathing  out  befoie 
him  that  incenfe  of  praife  which  thefe  warm  beams  of  Ins 
prefence  and  love  have  fo  great  a  tendency  to  produce,  and 
x 0  ennoble  with  a  fragrancy  refembling  that  of  his  paradife 

above. 
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The  grateful  So  u  l  rejoicing  in  the  Bit  fugs  of  Providence 
arid  Grace ,  and  pouring  out  itj a  If  before  God  in  vigorous 
and  affectionate  Kxerdfes  of  Love  and  Praije . 

OMY  God,  it  is  enough  I  I  have  mufed,  and  “  the 
“  fire  burner h  (o)  1’’  But  oh  1  in  what  language 
/hall  the  flame  break ‘forth  !  Wnat  can  I  fay  but  this,  that 
my  heart  admires  thee,  and  adores  thee,  and  loves  thee  ! 
My  little  veffel  is  as  full  as  it  can  hold  ;  and  I  would  pour' 
out  all  that  fulnefs  before  thee,  that  it  may  grow  capable 
of  receiving  more  and  more.  Thou. art  u  my  hope,  and  my 
‘‘help;  my  glory,  and  the  lifter  up  of  my  head  (/>).” 
“  My  heart  rejoiceth  in  thy  falvation  (q)  and  when  I 
fet  myfelf  under  the  influences  of  thy  good  Spirit  to  con- 
veife  with  thee,  a  thoufand  delightful  thoughts  fpring  up 
at  once  :  a  thoufand  fources  of  pleafure  ure  unfealed,  and  I 
flow  in  upon  my  foul  with  fuch  vefrefhment  and  joy,  that  ! 
they  feem  to  crowd  into  every  moment  the  happinefs  of 
days,  and  weeks,  and  months, 

I  biels  tnee,  O  God,  for  this  foiil  cf  mine,  which  thou  haft 
created  ;  which  thou  haft  taught  to  fay,  and  I  hope  to 
the  happiefl  purpofe,  “  Where  is  God  my  Maker  (r)  V’ 

I  olefs  thee  for  the  knowledge  with  which  thou  haft  a- 
doraed  it,  I  blefs  thee  for  that  grace  with  which,  I  truft, 

I  may  (not  without  humble  wonder)  fay,  thou  haft  fanc- 
tified  it;  though,  alas  1  the  celeftial  plant  is  fixed  in  too 

oarren  a  foil,  and  does  not-flourifh  (o  the  degree  I  could 
wifh. 

*  t  ..  .  ^ . 

I  blefs  thee  alfo  for  that  body  which  thou  faafbgiven  me 
and  which  thou  preferveft  as  yet  in  its  ftrength  and  vigour- 
not  only  capable  ofrelifhing  the  entertainments  which  thou 
provided  for  its  various  fenfes,  but  (which  I  efteem  far 
fnore  valuable  than  any  of  them  for  its  own  fake)  capable 
f  a^inS  with  fome  vivacity  in  thy  fervice.  I  blefs  thee 
for  that  eaie  and  freedom  with  which  thefe  limbs  of  mine 
move  themfelves,  and  obey  the  dilates  of  my  fpirit,  I  hope 
as  guided  by  thine.  I  blefs  thee  that  “  the  keepers  of  the 
noule  do  not  yet  tremble,  nor  the  flrong  men  bow  them- 
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felves  ;  that  they  that  look  out  of  the  windows  are  not 
*4  yet  darkened,  nor  the  daughters  of  mufic  brought  low.’’ 
- — I  biefs  thee,  O  God  of  life,  that  “  the  filver  cord  is  not 
u  yet  Joofened,  nor  the  golden  bowl  broken  (s)  for  it 
is  thine  hand  that  braces  all  my  nerves,  and  thine  infinite 
Ikill  that  prepares  thole  fpirits  which  flow  in  fo  freely,  and, 
when  exhaufted,  recruit  fo  foon  and  fo  plentifully* 

I  praile  thee  for  that  royal  bounty  with  which  thou  pro¬ 
vided:  for  the  daily  fupport  of  mankind  in  general,  and  for 
mine  in  particular ;  for  the  various  tables  which  thou  ipread- 
eft  before  me,  and  for  the  overflowing  cup  which  thou  put¬ 
ted  into  my  hands  (*).  I  blels  thee,  that  thefe  bounties  of 
thy  Providence  do  not  ferve,  as  it  were,  to  upbraid  adifa- 
bled  appetite,  and  are  not  like  meffes  of  meat  fet  before  the 
dead.  I  biefs  thee  too,  that  “  I  eat  not  my  morfel  alone 
u  (it) but  fhare  it  with  fo  many  agreeable  friends,  who 
add  the  refill  of  a  focial  life  to  that  of  the  animal,  at  our 
leafons  of  common  repad:.  I  thank  thee  for  lo  many  dear 


relatives  at  home,  for  fo  many  kind  friends  abroad,  who  are 
capable  of  ferying  me  in  various  inflances,  and  difpofed  to 
make  an  obliging  ufe  of  that  capacity. 

Nor  would  I  forget  to  acknowledge  thy  favour,  in  ren¬ 
dering  me  capable  of  ferving  others,  and  giviup me  in  ma¬ 
ny  inflances  to  know  how  much  “  more  bleileJit  is  to  give 
than  receive  (x  -I  thank  thee  for  a  heart  which  feels 
the  forrows  of  the  neceffitous,  and  a  mind  which  can. make 
it  my  early  care  and  refrefhment  to  conti i\e,  according  to 
my  little  ability,  for  their  relief :  for  “  this  alfo  cometb 
«  forth  from  thee,  O  Lord  (y),”  the  great  Author  of  even 
benevolent  inclination,  of  every  prudent  lcheme,  ot.eveiv 
fnecefsful  attempt  to  fpread  happineis  around  us,  or  in  an} 


in  fiance  to  leffen  diftrefs. 

And.  furelv,  O  Lord,  if  I  thus  acknowledge  the  plea- 
ftire  of  fympathy  with  the  affiaded,  much  moie  mud:  1 
biefs  thee  for  thofe  of  fympathy  with  the  happy,  with  thoi< 
that  are  completely  blefied.  I  adore  thee  for  the  ftremmi 
that  water  paradife,  and  maintain  it  in  ever-floundung,  ever¬ 
growing  delight.  I  praife  thee  for  the  reft,  the  joy,  th< 
t  rati  {port,  tliou  art  giving  to  many  that  were  once  dear  ti 
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me  on  earth;  whole  forrows  it  was  my  labour  to  footlt, 
and  whole  jovs,  efpecially  in  thee,  it  was  the  delight  ot  my 
heart  to  promote.  I  prune  thee  for  the  blelledneis  or  eve¬ 
ry  faint,  and  of  every  angel,  that  lurrounds  thy  throne  a- 
bove;  andlpraife  thee  with  accents  of  didinguiflied  plea- 
fure  for  that  reviving  hope  which  thou  haft  implanted  in  my 
bofom,  that  I  fliall  ere  long  know,  by  clear  fight,  and  by 
everlasting  experience,  what  that  felicity  of  theirs  is,  which 
I  now  only  difcover  at  a  didance,  through  the  comparatively 
obfcure  glafs  of  faith.  Even  now,  I  am  “  waiting  for  thy 
“  falvation  (2),’’  with  that  ardent  defire  on  the  one  hand 
which  its  fublime  great nefs  cannot  but  nnpiie  into  tne  be¬ 
lieving  foul,  andhhat  calm  refignation  on  the  other,  which 
the  immutability  of  thy  promife  ednblilhes. 

And  now,  Q  my  God,  what  fhall  I  fay  unto  thee  ! 
What,  but  that  I  love  thee  above  all  the  powers  of  language 
to  exprefs  !  That  I  love  thee  for  what  thou  art  to  thy  crea¬ 
tures,  who  are  in  their  various  forms,  every  moment  deriv¬ 
ing  being,  knowledge,  and  happinefs  from  thee,  in  numbers 
and  degrees  far  beyond  what  my  narrow  imagination  can 
conceive*  But,  oh,  I  adore  and  love  thee  yet  far  more  for 
what  thou  art  in  thylelf,  for  tlioie  floras  of  perfection,  which 
creation  has  not  diminifhed,  and  which  never  can  be  ex- 
haufted  by  all  the  effects  of  it  which  thou  imparted;  to  thy 
creatures;  that  infinite  perfection,  which  makes  thee  thine 
own  happinefs,  thine  own  end  ;  amiable,  infinitely  amiable 
and  venerable,  were  all  derived  excellency  and  happinefs 
forgot. 

O  thou  firft,  thou  greateft,  thou  faired,  of  all  objects  1 
thou  only  great,  thou  only  fair,  pofle'fs  all  my  foul  !  and 
furely  thou  dod  poffefs  it.  While  I  thus  feel  thy  facred 
Spirit  breathing  on  my  heart,  and  exciting  thefe  fervours 
of  love  to  thee,  I  cannot  doubt  it  any  more  than  I  can 
doubt  the  reality  of  this  animal  life,  while  I  exert  the  act¬ 
ings  of  it,  and  feel  its  fenfations.  Surely  if  ever  I  knew 
the  appetite  of  hunger,  my  foul  hungers  after  righteoufnefs 
(xd ,  and  longs  for  a  greater  conformity  to  thy  blcffednat  ure,. 
and  holy  will.  If  ever  my  palate  felt  third,  u  my  foul 

thirdeth  for  God,  even  for  the  living  God  (£',*”  and. 
panteth  for  the  more  abundant  communication  of  his  fa-- 

(z)  Gen .  xlix.  18.  ( a )  Maith.  v.  6.  (£)  Pfahn  xlii. 
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your.^  It  ever  this  body,  when  wearied  with  Jabonrsor 
jOurn.es,  knew  what  it  was  to  wifh  for  the  refreshment  of 
my  bed,  and, rejoiced  to  reft  there,  my  foul,  with  fweet  ac- 
quiefcence,  refts  upon  thy  bofom,  O  my  heavenly  Father, 
and  returns  to  its  repofe  in  the  embraces  of  its  God,  who 
hatli  dealt  fo  bountifully  with  it  (c).’y  And  if- ever' I 
law  the  lace  of  a  beloved  friend  with  complacency  and  joy, 
I  lejoice  in  beholdiitg  thy  face,  O  Lord,  and  in  calling  thee 
my  Father  in  Chrift.  Such  thou  art,  and  Inch  thou  wilt  be, 
for  time  and  for  eternity.  What  have  I  more  to  do,  but 
to  commit  myielf  to  thee  for  both  ?  leaving  it  to  thee  to 
chufe  mine  inheritance,  and  to  order  my  affairs  for  me  [d), 
while  all  my  bufinefs  is  to  ferve  thee,  and  all  my  delight  to 
praife  thee.  “  My  foul  follows  hard  after  God,  becaufe 
!  bis  right  hand  upholds  me  (e)C’  Let  it  ftill  bear  me 
up,  and  I  (hall  prels  on  towards  thee,  till  all  my  defires  be 
JKTonjpliflied  in  the  eternal  enjoyment  of  thee.  Amen. 


CHAP .  XXV II L 

The  eftabliihed  Christian  urged  to  exert  Himfelf  for 

Purpofes  of  Ufefulnefs. 

A  fincere  love  to  God  will  exprefs  itfelf,  not  only  in  de¬ 
votion,  but  in  benevolence  to  men,  §1,2.  This  is  the 
command  of  God,  §  3.  The  true  Chriftian  feels  his 
foul  wrought  to  a  holy  corf ormity  to  it,  §  4.  and  there¬ 
fore  will  def  re  infi ructions  on  this  head,  §  5.  Accord¬ 
ingly  directions  are  given  for  the  improve?nent  of  va¬ 
rious  talents.:  particularly,  (r).  Genius  and  learning, 
§6.  (2).  Power,  §  7.  (3).  Domeftic  authority,  §  g. 
(4).  Efteem,  §  9.  (.5).  Riches ,  §  10.  Several  good 
ways  of  employing  them  hinted  at,  §  1 1.  Prudence  in 
expence  urged,  for  the  fupport  of  charity,  §  12,  13. 
Divine  direction  in  this  xef peel  to  be  fought,  §  14.  The 
Chriftian  breathing  after  more  extenjive  ufefulnefs. 

(c)  PfaL  cxvl.  7.  (d)  P/al.  xlvii.  4.  (e)  Pfal.  lxiii,  8. 
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§  1.  OUCH  as  I  have  deferibed  in  the  former  chapter, 
^  I  trufl  are,  and  w  ill  be,  the  frequent  exereife:. 
of  your  fouls  before  God.  Thus  will  your  love  anti  grati¬ 
tude  breathe  itfelf  forth  into  the  divine  preience,  andwili, 
through  Jefus  the  great  Mediator,  come  up  before  it  as  in- 
cenfe,  and  yield  an  acceptable  favour.  But  then  you  mud 
lemember,  this  will  not  be  the  only  effeft  ol  that  love  to  God, 
which  I  have  fuppofed  to  warm  your  heart.  If  it  be  /in- 
ceie,  it  will  not  fpend  itfelf  in  words  alone  ;  but  will  difeo- 
ver  itfelf  in  actions,  and  will  produce,  as  its  genuine  fruit, 
an  unfeigned  love  to  your  fellow-creatures,  and  an  unwea- 
lied  defire  and  labour  to  do  them  good  continually. 

^  “  Has  the  great  Father  of  mercies,”  yon  will  fay, 

“  looked  upon  me  with  fo  gracious  an  eye ;  has  he  not  only 
given  me  ten  thoufand  offences,  but  enriched  me  with  fucli 
a  variety  of  benefits;  oh  !  what  fhaJl  I  render  ro  him  for 
thern  all  !  Inflrud  me,  O  ye  Oracles  of  eternal  truth  ! 
m/truct  me,  ye  elder  Brethren  in  the  family  of  my  heaven¬ 
ly  Father  !  inftrua  me  above  all,  O  thou  Spirit  of  wifdom 
and  01  J0ve>  what  I  may  be  able  to  do  to  exprefs  my  love 
to  the  great  eternal  Fountain  of  love,  and  to  approve  my  fi¬ 
delity  to  him,  who  has  already  done  fo  much  tererewe  T 

and  who  will  take  fo  much  pleafure  in  owning  and  reward¬ 
ing  it  !' 

u  ]“  F  0  Chrifliaa,  “Is  the  command  which  we 

have  heard  from  the  beginning,”  and  it  will  ever  conti¬ 
nue  m  unimpaired  force,  “  that  he  who  loveth  God,  fhould 
tl  Iove  hls  brother  a!(b  («)  V’  and  Ihould  exprefs  that  iove 
<(  y°y  f  P “rd  and  Profe®on  alone,  but  in  deed  and  in 

“  felf •”  /'  1  Y«U,are  ',°  “Jove-vowr  neighbour  as  your- 
-elf,  to  .ove  tne  whole  creation  of  God;”  and  fo 

kLppy.T  ,nfiUellCe  Can  CXtCTd’  cndewow  *0  make 

§  4-  “Yes,”  will  ybu  fay,  “  and  I  do  love  it.  1,  feel 
t.ie  goken  chain  of  the  divine  love  incircling  us  all  and 

«*»•*■<■«  -  s ....  b.r; 

and  diffufing,  as  it  were,  one  foul  through  all.  •  May  hap. 
pmefs,  true  and  fublime,  perpetual  and  evergrowing  hap- 
pinefs,  reign  through  the  whole  world  of  God’s  rational 
“!,a  oued'ein  creatures  111  heaven  and  earth  1  And  may. 

(a)-John  iv.  2,.  {b)  John. \\i.  ^  8. 


2  5^  The  Rije  and  Prcgrefs  chap.  28* 

every  revolted  creature  that  is  capable  of  being  recovered 
and  reftored,  be  made  obedient:  Yea,  may  the  neceflary 
punifhment  ofthofe  who  are  irrecoverable,  be  overruled  by 
infinite  wifdom  and  love,  to  the  good  of  the  whole  1’’ 

§  5.  Thefe  are  right  fentiments  ;  and  if  they  are  indeed 
the  fentiments  of  your  heart,  O  reader,  and  not  an  emp¬ 
ty  form  of  vain  words,  they  will  be  attended  with  a  feri- 
ous  concern  to  ad  in  fubordination  to  this  great  fcheme  of 
divine  Providence,  according  to  your  abilities  in  their  ut- 
moft  extent.  And  to  this  purpofe  they  will  put  you  on 
furveymg  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  your  life  and  be¬ 
ing,  that  you  may  difeover  what  opportunities  of  ufeful- 
nefs  they  now  afford,  and  how  thofe  opportunities  and  ca¬ 
pacities  may  be  improved.  Enter,  therefore,  into  fuch  a 
furvev ;  not  that  you  may  pride  yourfelf  in  the  diflindi- 
ons  of  divine  Providence  or  grace  towards  you,  or  “  hav- 
“  ing  received,  may  glory  as  if  you  had  not  received  (c);’’ 
but  that  you  may  deal  faithfully  with  the  great  Proprie¬ 
tor,  whole  (leward  you  are,  and  by  whom  you  are  entruft- 
ed  with  every  talent,  which,  with  refped  to  any  claim 
from  your  fellow-creatures,  you  may  call  your  own.  And 
here,  44  having  gifts  differing  according  to  the  grace  which 
«  is  now'  given  unto  you  (d),”  let  us  hold  the  balance  with 
an  impartial  hand,  that  fo  we  may  determine  what  it  is 
that  God  requires  of  us;  which  is  nothing  l*fs  than  doing 
the  mod:  we  can  invent,  contrive,  and  effect,  for  the  general 
good,  But,  oh,  how  l'eldom  is  this  edimate  faithfully 
made  1  and  how  much  does  the  world  around  us,  and  how 
much  do  our  own  fouls  differ,  for  want  of  that  fidelity  1 
§  6.  Hath  God  given  you  genius  and  learning  ?  It  was 
not  that  you  might  amufe  or  deck  yourfelf  with  it,  and 
khidle  a  blaze  which  dioulcl  only  ferve  to  attraa  and  daz¬ 
zle  the  eye^  of  men  ;  it  was  intended  to  be  the  means  of 
leading  both  yourfelf  and  them  to  the  Father  of  lights. 
And  it  will  be  your  duty,  according  t©  the  peculiar  turn 
that  genius  and  capacity,  either  to  endeavour  to  improve 
and  adorn  human  life,  or,  l:y  a  more  dired  application  or 
it  to  divine  fubieds,  to  plead  the  caufe  of  religion,  to  de¬ 
fend  its  truths,”  to  enforce  and  recommend  its  pradice,  to 
deter  men  from  courfes  which  would  be  dihionourable  to 


(c)  1  Cor.  iv.  7. 


(d)  Rom.xvi,  6. 
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q{  all  the  folemnity  and  tendernels  with  which  you  .  can 
clothe  your  addrefies,  to  lead  them  into  the  paths  of  virtue 

and  of  happinefs.  ,  . 

§  7.  Has  God  inverted  you  with  power,  whether  it  be 

in  a  larger  or  fmaller  fociety  ?  Remember,  that  this  power 
was  given  you  that  God  might  be  honoured,  and  thofe 
placed  under  your  government,  whether  domeftic  or  public, 
might  be  made  happy.  Be  concerned,  therefore,  whether 
you  be  entrufted  with  the  rod,  or  the  fword,  it  may  u  not 
a  be  borne  in  vain  (e).”  Are  you  a  magiftrate  ?  haveyou 
any  ihare  in  the  great  and  tremendous  charge  of  enafting 
laws?  Reverence  the  authority  of  the  fupreme  Legiflator, 
the  great  Guardian  of  fociety  :  promote  none,  content  to 
none,  which  you  do  not  in  your  own  confidence  erteem, 
in  prefent  circumrtances,  an  intimation  of  his  will;  and  in 
the  eftablifhment  of  which  you  do  not  firmly  believe  you 
fhallbe“his  minirterfor  good  (/).”  Have  you  the  charge 
of  executing  laws;  put  life  into  them  by  a  vigorous  and 
ftrenuous  execution,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  paiti- 
cular  office  you  bear.  Retain  not  an  empty  name  of  au¬ 
thority.  Permit  not  yourfelf,  as  it  were,  to  fall  afleep  on 
the  tribunal.  Be  adive,  be  wakeful,  be  obfervant  of  what 
parteth  around  you.  Protea  the  upright  and  the  innocent. 
Break  in  pieces  the  power  of  the  opprertor.  Un  vail  every 
difhonert  art.  Difgrace,  as  well  as  defeat  the  wretch,  that 
makes  his  dirtinguiflied  abilities  the  difguife  or  the  protecti¬ 
on  of  the  wickednefs  which  he  ought  rather  to  endeavour 
to  expofe,  and  to  drive  out  of  the  world  with  abhorrence. 

§  8.  Are  you  placed  only  at  the  head  of  a  private 
family  ?  Rule  it  for  God.  Adminirter  the  concerns  of  that 
little  kingdom  with  the  fame  views,  and  for  the  fame 
principles,  which  I  have  been  inculcating  on  the  power¬ 
ful  and  the  great ;  if  by  an  unexpected  accident  any  of 
them  fliould  fuffer  their  eyes  to  glance  upon  the  paflage 
above.  Your  children  and  fervants  are  your  natural  fub- 
jeCts.  Let  good  order  be  ertabliilied  among  them,  and 
keep  them  under  a  regular  difcipline.  Let  them  be  in- 
RruCted  in  the  principles  of  religion,  that  they  may  know 
kow  reafonable  fucha  difcipline  is;  and  let  them  be  accui- 
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e“  hea'ts’  ou*  y011  may  much  influence  their  con¬ 
duct;  and  by  that  means  may  preferve  them  from  many 

nates,  may  do  a  great  deal  to  make  them  good  members 

<°‘fGod’et  ft  anCf  v  ^  thfm’  aS  k  Were>  in  the  way  of 

God  s  ileps  g)  ,f ’perad venture  puffing  by  he  may 

ef,  them  with  the  riches  of  his  grace.  And  fail  not  to  de 
your  iitmolt  to  convince  them  of  their  need  ©f  thofeblef- 
lings ;  labour  to  engage  them  to  an  high  efteem  of  them' 
and  to  an  earneft  defire  after  them,  as  incomparably  more 
vaiuable  than  any  thing  eJfe. 

§  9.  Again,  Has  God  been  plea  fed  to  raife  you  to  ef- 
teem  among  your  fellow-creatures,  which  is  not  always  in 
proportion  to  a  man  s  rank  or  polleilions  in  human  life  ? 
Are  your  counfels  heard  with  attention  ?  Is  your  company 
i ought  ?  Does  God  giv©  yot^good  acceptance  in  the  eves 
of  men,  fo  that  they  do  not  only  put  the  faired  condition 
on  your  words,  but  overlook  faults  of  which  you  are  con- 
fcious  to  yourfeif,  and  condder  your  adions  and  perform¬ 
ances  in  the  mod  indulgent  and  favourable  light  ?  You 
ought  to  regard  this,  not  only  as  a  favour  of  Providence 
and  as  an  encouragement  to  you  cheerfully  to  purfue  your 
duty,  in  the  feveral  branches  of  it,  for  the  time  to  come  ; 
bur  all'o,  as  giving  you  much  greater  opportunities  of  ufe- 
fulnefs  than  in  your  prefent  ftation  you  could  otherwife 
have  had*  If  vour  charaderhas  any  weight  in  the  world 
Throw  it  into  the  right  fc ale.  Endeavour  to  keep  virtue 
and  goodnefs  in  countenance.  Affectionately  give  your 
hand  to  modeft  worth,  where  it  feems-to  be  depreffed  or 
oveilookeo,  though  dnning,  when  viewed  in  its  proper 
Fight,  with  a  iudre  which  you  may  think  much  fuperior  to 
your  own.  Be  an  advocate  for  truth  ;  be  a  counlellor  of 
peace  ,  be  an  example  of  candour  j  and  do  all  you  can  to 
reconcile  the  hearts  of  men,  and  efpecially  of  good  men, 
to  each  other,  however  they  may  differ  in  their  opinions 
about  matters  which  it  is  pohible  for  good  men  to  difpute. 
And  let  the  caution  and  humility  of  your  behaviour  in  cir- 
cumftances  of  luch  fuperior  eminence,  and  amidft  fo  ma¬ 
ny  tokens  of  general  edeem,  filently  reprove  the  raflmefs 
and  haugbrinefs  ofthofewho,  perhaps,  are  remarkable  for 


(g)  Pftifon  Ixxxv-  13. 
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j  little  elfe  ;  or  who,  if  their  abilities  were  indeed  confider- 
able,  mull:  be  defpiled,  and  whofe  talents  mud  be  in  a  great 
mealure  loll  to  the  public,  till  that  rafhnefs  and  haughti- 

1  nels  of  fpirit  be  fubdued.  Nor  fufftr  yourfelf  to  be  inter¬ 
rupted  in  this  generous  and  worthy  courfe  by  the  little  at¬ 
tacks  of  envy  and  calumn-y  which  you  may  meet  within  it. 
Be  Hill  attentive  to  the  general  good,  and  ileadily  refolute 
in  your  efforts  to  promote  it ;  and  leave  it  to  Providence 
to  guard  or  to  refcue  your  character  from  the  bafe  adaults 
of  malice  and  falfehood ;  which  will  often,  without  your 
labour,  confute  them  {elves,  and  heap  upon  the  authors 
greater  fliame,  or  (if  they  are  inacceffible  to  that)  greater 
infamy,  than  your  humanity  will  allow  you  to  wifh  them. 

§  10.  Once  more:  Has  God  bleded  you  with  riches? 
has  he  placed  you  in  fuch  eircumdances  that  you  have 
more  than  you  abfolutely  need  for  the  fubfidence  of  your¬ 
felf  and  your  family  ?  Remember  your  approaching  ac¬ 
count.  Remember  what  an  incumbrance  thefe  things 
often  prove  to  men  in  the  way  of  their  fklvation,  and  how 
often,  according  to  our  Lord’s  exprefs  declaration,  they 
render  it  “  as  difficult  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God,  as 
“  ^  is  for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of  a  needle  (h)” 
Let  it  therefore  be  your  immediate,  your  earned;,  and  your 
daily  prayer,  that  riches  may  not  be  a  fnare  and  a  fhame  to 
you,  as  they  are  to  by  far  the  greater  part  of  their  poflef- 
lors.  Appropriate,  I  befeech  you,  fome  certain  part  and 
proportion  ofyouredate  and  revenues  to  charitable  ufes  ; 
with  aprovifional  increafe,  as  God  fhall  profper  you,  in  a- 
ny  extiaordinaiy  indance.  By  this  means  you  will  always 
have  a  fund  of  charity  at  hand  :  and  you  will  probably  be 
more  ready  to  communicate,  when  you  look  upon  what  is 
fo^depofited  as  not  hi  any  fenfe  your  own,  but  as  already 
actually  given  away  to  thofe  ufes,  though  not  yet  affixed  to 
paiticular  objeds.  It  is  not  for  me  to  fay  what  that  pro¬ 
portion  ought  to  be.  To  thofe  who  have  large  revenues 
and  no  children,  perhaps  a  third  or  one  half  may  he  too 
little  :  to  thofe  whofe  incomes  are  dual],  and  their  charge 
confiderable,  though  they  have  fomething  more  than  is  ab¬ 
folutely  neceffary,  it  is  poffible  a  tenth  may  be  too  much. 
But  pray  that  God  would  guide  your  mind  ;  make  a  trial 


,  (4)  Matih,  xix.  24. 
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for  one  year,  on  fuch  terms  as  in  your  confcience  you  think 


will  be  mod  pleafmg  to  him  ;  and  let  your  obfervations  on 
that  teach  you  to  fix  your  proportion  for  the  next ;  always 
remembering  that  he  requires  judice  in  the  fir  ft  place,  and 


alms  deeds  only  fo  far  as  may  con/id  with  that.  Yet,  at  the 
fame  time,  take  heed  of  that  treacherous,  delufive,  and,  in 


many  indances,  dedru&ive  imagination,  that  juftice  to  your 
family  requires  that  you  fliould  leave  your  children  very 


rich  ;  which  has,  perhaps,  cod  fome  parfimonious  parents 
the  lives  of  thole  darlings  for  whom  they  laid  up  the  portion 


of  the  poor;  and  what  fatal  confequences  of  divine  dif- 
pleafure  may  attend  it  to  thofe  that  yet  furvive,  God  only 


knows  ;  and  I  heartily  pray  that  you  or  yours  may  never 
learn  by  experience. 

§  ir.  And  that  your  heart  may  be  yet  more  opened, 
and  that  your  charity  may  be  directed  to  the  bed  purpofes, 
let  me  briefly  mention  a  variety  of  good  ufes,  which  may 
call  for  the  eonfideration  of  thofe  whom  God  has  in  this 
refped  didinguifhed  by  an  ability,  to  do  good.  To  affid 
the  hints  I  am  to  offer,  look  round  in  the  neighbourhood 


in  which  you  live.  Think  how  many  honed  and  indudri- 
ous,  perhaps  too  I  might  add,  religious  people,  are  mak¬ 


ing  very  hard  fhifts  to  druggie  through  life.  Think  what 
a  comfort  that  would  be  to  them,  which  you  might  without 
any  inconvenience  fpare  from  that  abundance  which  God 

has  given  you _ Hearken  alfo  to  any  extraordinary  call  of 

charity  which  may  happen,  efpecially  thofe  of  a  public  na¬ 
ture  ;  and  help  them  forward  with  your  example  and  your 
intered,  which,  perhaps,  may  be  of  much  greater  import¬ 


ance  Than  the  fum  which  you  contribute,  confidered  in  it- 


felf.  Have  a  tongue  to  plead  for  the  necellitous,  as  well 
as  a  hand  to  relieve  them  ;  and  endeavourto  difcountenance 
thofe  poor  fhameful  excufes  which  covetoufnefs  often  dic¬ 
tates  to  thofe,  whofe  art  may  indeed  fet  fome  varnifb  on 
what  they  fugged,  but  fo  flight  a  one,  that  the  coarie  ground 
will  appear  through  it. — See  how  many  poor  children  are 
wandering  naked  and  ignorant  about  the  dreets,  and  in 
the  way  to  all  kinds  of  vice  and  mifery  ;  and  confidev  what 
can  be  done  towards  clothing  lome  ofthem  at  lead,  and  in- 
druding  them  in  the  principles  of  religion.  Would  every 
thriving  family  in  a  town,  which  is  able  to  afford  help  on 


fuch  occafions,  cad  a  pitying  eye  on  one  poor  family  in  its 


% 
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neighbourhood,  and  take  it  under  their  patronage,  to  aliilt 
in  feeding,  and  clothing,  and  teaching  the  children,  in  iup- 
porting  it  in  afSidion,  in  defending  it  from  wrongs,  and  in 
advifing  thofe  that  have  the  management  of  it,  as  circum- 
fiances  may  require,  how  great  a  difference  would  loon  be 
produced  in  the  appearance  of  things  among!!  us  ? — Ob- 
ferve  who  are  fick,  that  if  there  be  no  pubic  infirmary  at 
hand  to  which  you  can  introduce  them  (where  your  contri¬ 
bution  Will  yield  the  larged  increafe)  you  may  do  fome- 
thing  towards  relieving  them  at  home,  and  fupplying  them 
with  advice  and  medicines,  as  well  as  with  proper  diet  and 
attendance.  Confider  alfo  the  fjuntua]  necellities  of  men  : 
in  providing  for  which,  I  would  particularly  recommend 
to  you  the  very  important  and  noble  charity  of  afhding 
young  perfons  of  genius  and  piety  with  what  is  necedary 
to  fupport  the  ezpenfe  of  their  education  for  the  minidry, 
in  a  proper  courfe  of  grammatical  and  academical  dudies. 
And  grudge  not  fome  proportion  of  what  God  hath  given 
you  to  thofe  who,  refi'gning  all  temporal  views  to  minider 
to  you  the  gofpei  of  Chrift,  have  furely  an  equitable  claim 
to  be  fuppOrted  by  you,  in  a  capacity'  ef  rendering  you  thofe 
fervices,  however  laborious,  to  which,  for  your  fakes,  and 
that  of  your  common  Lord,  they  have  devoted  their  lives. 
And  while  you  tire  fo  abundantly  u  fatisfied  with  the  good- 
44  nefs  of  God’s  houfe,  even  of  his  holy  temple  (/),’’  have 
companion  on  thofe  who  dwell  in  a  defert  land  ;  and  re¬ 
joice  to  do  fomething  towards  fending  among  the  diftant 
nations'  of 'the  heathen  world  that  glorious  gofpei  which 
hath  fo  long  continued  unknown  to  multitudes,  though  the 
knowledge  of  it,  with  becoming  regard,  be  life  everlading. 
— Thefe  are  a  few  important  charities,  which  I  would  point 
out  to  thofe  whom  Providence  has  enriched  with  its  pecu¬ 
liar  bounties ;  and  it  renders  gold  more  precious  than  it 
could  appear  in  any  other  light,  that  it  is  capable  of  being 
emploved  for  fuch  purpofes.  But  if  you  fhould  not  have 
gold  fo  fpare  for  them,  contribute  your  diver;  or,  as  a 
farthing  or  a  mite,  is  not  overlooked  by  God  when  it  is 
given  from  a  truly  generous  and  charitable  heart  (£),  let 
that  be  cheerfully  dropped  into  the  treafury  when  richer  of¬ 
ferings  cannot  be  afforded.  • 
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§12.  And  that,  am  id  ft  fo  many  prefling  demands  for 
chanty,  you  may  be  better  furnifljed  to  anlwerthem,  ieri- 
ouily  reflea  on  your  manner  of  Jiving.  I  fay  not  that  God 
requiies  you  fliould  becomp  one  of  the  many  poor  relieved 
out  of  your  income.  The  fupport  of  iociety,  as  at  prefent 
cftabliflied,  will  not  only  permit,  but  requ  ire,  that  fome  per- 
fons  fliould  allow  tbemfelves  in  the  elegancies  and  delights 
ol  life  ;  by  fin nifliing  which,  multitudes  of  poor  families 
me  much  more  creditably  and  comfortably  fub lilted,  with 
greater  advantage  to  tbemfelves,  and  fafety  to  the  public, 
them  they  couid  be  if  tne  price  of  their  labours,  or  of  the 
^  1th  e\  deal,  were  to  be  given  them  as 

'  aims  \  noi  can  I  imagine  it  grateful  to  God  that  his 
gifts  fliould  be  refufed,  as  if  they  were  meant  for  fnares  and 
curfes  rather  than  benefits.  This  were  to  fruftrate  the  be¬ 
nevolent  purpofesof  the  gracious  Father  of  mankind,  and, 
if  carried  to  its  rigor,  would  be  a  fort  of  confpiracy  againfl 
the  whole  fyflem  of  nature:  Let  the  bounties  of  Providence 
be  ufed  ;  but  let  us  carefully  fee  to  it  that  it  be  in  a  moder¬ 
ate  and  prudent  manner,  led,  by  our  own  folly,  that  which 
fliould  have  been  for  our  welfare  become  a  trap  {/).  Let 
confcience  fay,  my  dear  reader,  with  regard  to  yourfeif, 
what  proportion  of  the  good  things  you  poflefs,  your  hea¬ 
venly  Father  intends  for  yourfeif,  and  what  for  your  bre¬ 
thren  ;  and  live  not  as  if  you  had  no  brethren,  as  if  pleating 
aflthe  magnificence  and  luxury  you  can  devife, 
were  the  end  for  which  you  were  fent  into  the  world.  I 
fear  this  is  the  excels  of  the  prefent  age,  and  not  an  excels 
of  rigor  and  mortification.  Examine  therefore  your  ex- 
pences,  and  compare  them  with” your  income.  That  may 

be  fliamefiilly  extravagant  in  von,  which  may  not  only  be 
pardonable,  but  commendable  in  another  of  fuperior  efiate. 
Nor  can  you  be  lure  that  you  do  not  exced,  merely  becaufe 
you  do  not  plunge  yourfeif  in  debt,  nor  render  yourfeif 
incapable  of  laying  up  any  thing  for  your  family.  If  you 
be  difabled  from  doing  any  thing  for  the  poor,  or  any 
thing  proportionable  to  your  rank  in  life,  by  that  genteel 
and  elegant  way  of  living  which  you  affed,  God  muft  dis¬ 
approve  of  ftich  a  con  dud  ;  and  you  ought,  as  you  will  a;i- 
Aver  it  to  him,  to  retrench  it.  And  though  the  divine 
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indulgence  will  undoubtedly  be  exercifed  to  thofe  in  whom 
there  is  a  fincere  principle  of  faith  in  Chrid,  and  undid 
fembled  love  to  God  and  man,  though  it  act  not  to  that 
height  of  beneficence  and  ufefulnefs  which  might  have  been 
attained;  vet  be  allured  of  this,  that  he  who  rendereth  to 
every  man  according  to  his  works,  will  have  a  drift  regard 
to  the  degrees  of  goodnefs  in  the  distribution  of  final  re¬ 
wards  :  fo  that  every  neglected  opportunity  draws  after  it 
an  irreparable  lofs,  which  will  go  into  eternity  along  with 
you.  And  let  me  add,  too,  that  every  indance  of  negli¬ 
gence  indulged,  renders  the  min'd  dill  more  and  more  indo¬ 
lent  and  weak,  and  confequently  more  indifpoled  to  reco¬ 
ver  the  ground  which  has  been  lod,  or  even  to  maintain 
that  which  has  hitherto  been  kept. 

§  13.  Complain  not,  that  this  is  impofing  hard  things 
upon  you.  I  am  only  dire&ing  your  pleafures  into  a  no¬ 
bler  channel;  and  indeed  that  frugality,  which  is  the 
Source  of  fuch  a  generofity,  far  from  being  at  all  injurious 
to  your  reputation,  will  rather  amongd  wife  and  good  men, 
greatly  promote  it.  But  you  have  far  nobler  motives  be¬ 
fore  you  than  thofe  which  arife  from  their  regards.  I 
fpeakto  you  asjo  a  child  of  God,  and  a  member  of  Ch rid ; 
as  joined  therefore  by  the  mod  intimate  union  to  all  the 
pioored  of  thofe  that  believe  in  him.  I  fpeak  to  you  as  to 
an  heir  of  eternal  glory,  who  ought  therefore  to  have  fen- 
timents  great  and  fublime  in  fome  proportion  to  that  expect¬ 
ed  inheritance. 

§  14-  Cad  about  therefore  in  your  thoughts  what  good 
is  to  be  done,  and  wnat  you  can  do,  either  in  your  own. 
perfon,  or  by  your  intered  with  others;  and  go  about  it 
with  relolution,  as  in  the  name  and  prefence  of  the  Lord. 
Anu  as  the  Loid  giveth  wildom,  and  out  of  his  mouth 
cometh  knowledge  and  underdancling  (m),  go  to  the  foot- 
dool  of  his  throne,  and  there  feek  that  guidance  and  that 
grace  which  may  luit  your  pre fen t  circumdances,  and  may 
be  effectual  to  produce  the  fruits  of  holinels  and  ufefulnefs, 
to  his  more  abundant  glory,  and  to  the  honour  of  your 
Chridian  profeffion. 

(m)  Prov.  ii.  6. 
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The  eflablijhed  Christian  breathing  after  more  exten - 

jive  Ufefulnefs . 


O  BOUNTIFUL  Father,  and  fovereign  Author  of  good, 
whether  natural  or  fpiritual  !  I  blefs  thee  for  the  va¬ 
rious  talents  with  which  thou  had  enriched  fo  undelerving 
a  creature,  as  1  mud  acknowledge  mylelf  to  he.  My  foul 
is  in  the  deeped  eonfufion  before  thee,  when  I  conlider  to 
how  little  pur  pole  I  have  hitherto  improved  them.  Alas  ! 
nvhat  have  I  done,  in  proportion  to  what  thou  mighted  rea¬ 
sonably  have  expected,  with  the  gifts  of  nature  which  thou 
hadbedowed  upon -me,  with  mv  capacities  of  life,  with  my 
•time,  with  my  talents,  with  my  poffellions,  with  my  influ¬ 
ence  over  others  1  Alas  !  through  my  own  negligence  and 
folly,  I  look  back a  barren  wildemefs,  where  I  nngbi 
have  feen  a  ‘faithful  held,  and  a  fpringing  harved  ’•  Judd 
.do  I  indeed  deferve  to  be  dripped  of  all,  to  be  brought  to 
an  immediate  account  for  all,  to  be  condemned  as  in  many 
re fpedls  unfaithful  to  thee,  and  to  the  woild,  and  to  my 
©wn  foul ;  and,  in  confequence  of  that  condemnation,  tc 
be  cad  into  the  prifon  of  eternal  darknefs  l  But  thou,  Lord 
had  freely  forgiven- the  dreadful  debt  of  ten  thouland  ta 
Jents.  Adored  be  thy  name  for  it  !  Accept,  O  Lord,  ac 
cept  that  renewed  furrender,  which  I  would  now  make  o 
in  vie  If,  and  of  all  I  have,  unto  thy  fervice  1  I  acknowledge 
th  at  it  is  u  of  thine  own  that  I  give  thee  (n)  ?  make  me 
1  befeech  thee,  a  faithful  deward  for  my  great  Lord  .  am 
may  I  think  of  no  feparate  intered  of  my  own  in  oppofitio: 


to  thine  1  „  x 

I  adore  thee,  O  thou  God  of  all  grace,  if,  whne  I  ar 

thus  fpeaking  to  thee,  I  feel  the  love  of  thy  creatures  an 

fino  in  mv  foul ;  if  I  feel  my  heart  opening  to  embrac 

my  brethren  of  mankind  !  Oh  make  me  thy  fauhfuUImo 

m  diftributing  to  them  all  that  thou  haft  lodger  i 

.  ~  1  •  i •  r  1  A  — » ^  In  ^ptprminilKJ  W  licit 


ier,  m  ciiitnouimg  utun  .  .  q  . 

nine  hand  for  their  relief !  And  m  determining  what  . 
„y  own  fliare,  mav  I  hold  the  balance  with  an  equal  ham 
md  judge  impartially  between  myfelf  and  them  !  The  prc 
portion  thou  allowed  may  I  thankfully  take  for  myleh 
jnd  thole  who  are  immediately  mine  !  The  reft  may  I  tin 


( n )  1  Chron.  xxix»  M- 
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tribute  with  wifdom  and  fidelity,  and  cheerfuJnefs  !  Guide 
mine  hand,  O  ever-mercifui  Father,  while  thou  doelf  me 
the  honour  to  make  me  thine  inflrument  in  dealing  out  a 
few  of  thy  bounties,  that  I  may  bellow  them  where  they 
are  mod  needed,  and  where  they  will  anfvver  the  heft  end  ! 
And  if  it  be  thy  gracious  will,  do  thou  u  multiply  the  feed 
“fown(o);v  prolper  mein  my  worldly  affairs,  that  I 
may  have  more  to  impart  to  them  that  need  it  ;  and  thus 
lead  me  on  to  the  region  of  everlafling  plenty  and  everlafl- 
ing  benevolence  !  There  may  I  meet  with  many  to  whom 
I  lgtve  been  an  affectionate  benefactor  on  earth;  and  if  it 
be  thy  bleiled  will,  with  many,  whom  I  have  alio  been 
the  means  of  conducing  into  the  path  to  that  blifsful  a- 
bode  !  There  may  they  entertain  me  in  their  habitations 
of  glory  \  Add,  in  time  and  eternity,  do  thou,  “Lord,  ac¬ 
cept  the  praife  of  all,  through  Jelus  Chrift  ;  at  whole  feet 
I  would  bow ;  and  at  whofe  feet,  after  the  moft  ufefui 
courle,  I  would  at  lad  die,  with  as  much  humility  as  if  I 
were  then  exerting  the  firft  ad  of  faith  upon  him,  and  had 
never  had  any  opportunity,  by  ,.one  tribute  of  obedience 
and  gratitude  in  the  fer vices  of  life,  to  approve  its  linea¬ 
rity  ! 

c  H  A  P.  XXIX . 

The  Christian  rejoicing  in  the  Views  of  Death  and, 

Judgment. 

Death  and  Judgment  are  near;  but  the  Chriflian-  has 
reafon  to  vjelcome  both ,  §  1 .  Yet  nature  recoils  from 

the  folemnity  of  them ,  £  2.  An  attempt  to  reconcile 
the  mind,  [I.J  To  the  prof  pelt  of  death,  §  3.  from  the 
confederation ,  (1).  Of  the  many -evils  that  furround 
ns  in  that  mortal  life,  §  4.  (2)  of  the  remainder  of 
fen  which  we  feel  within  us,  §  5.  And,  (3).  Of  the 
happinefs  which  is  immediately  to  Jucceed  death,  §  6, 
7-  All  which  might  make  the  Chriflian  willing  to  die] 
zn  m°jt  agreeable  cir cum  fiances  of  human  life,  §  8. 

(0)  1  Cor.  ix.  10. 
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[no  The  Chriftian  has  reafon  to  rejoice  in  the  prof - 
pett  of  judgment ,  §  9.  Since,  however  awful  it  be, 
Chrij }  will  then  come  to  vindicate  his  honour,  to  dij - 
play  hit  glory,  and  to  triumph  ever  his  enemies,  §  10. 
As  cdfo  to  complete  the  happinefs  of  every  believer ,  § 
1 1.  and  of  the  whole  church,  §  12,  13.  The  meditati¬ 
on  of  a  Chriftian  whoje  heart  is  warm  with  thefe 
proj pelts. 


§  1.  T1  THEN  the  vif/ons  of  the  Lord  were  clofingup- 
VY  on  John,  the  beloved  difciple  in  ihe  ifland  of 
Patmos,  it  isobfervable,  that  he  who  gave  him  that  revela¬ 
tion,  even  Jefus,  the  faithful  and  true  whirls,  concludes 
with  thofe  lively  and  important  words:  44  He  who  tefli- 
44  feth  thefe  things,  faith,  Surely  I  come  quicklyf’  and 
John  an'wers,  with  the  greater!:  readinefs  and  pleafure, 
44  Amen,  even  fo  come,  Lord  Jefus  (a).”  Come  as  thou 
halt  Laid,  furely  and  quickly  1 — And  remember,  O  Chrif¬ 
tian,  whoever  you  are,  now  reading  thefe  words,  your  di¬ 
vine  Lord  fpeaks  in  the  fame  language  to  you  :  44  Behold, 
44  I  come  quickly.'’  Yes,  very  quickly  will  he  come  by 
death  to  turn  the  key,  to  open  the  door  of  the  grave. for 
thine  admittance  thither,  and  to  lead  thee  through  it  into 
the  now  unknown  regions  of  the  invifible  world.  Noi¬ 
ls  it  long,  before  the  judge,  who  44  dandeth  at  the  door  (b)f 
will  appear  alfo  to  the  univerfal  judgment:  and  though 
perhaps  not  only  fcores  but  hundreds  of  years  may  lie  be¬ 
tween  that  period  and  the  prefent  moment,  yet  it  is  but  a 
very  fmall  point  to  him,  who  views  at  once  all  tne  unmea- 
fureable  ages  of  a  pad  and  future  eternity.  “  A  thouland 
44  years  are  with  him  but  as  one  day,  and  one  day  as  a 
44  thouland  years  (c).  y  In  both  thefe  femes  then  doe^  he 
come  quickly  :  and  I  trud  you  can  .anfwer,  with  a  glad 
Amen ,  that  the  warning  is  not  terrible  or  nnplealaut  to 
yourears,  but  rather  that  his  coming,  his  certain,  his  fpeedy 
coming,  is  the  object  of  your  delightful  hope,  and  of  voui 

long  expectation.  ,  ,  t  .  , 

§2.1  am  fore  it  is  reafonable  it  diould  be  lo  ;  and 

yet  perhaps  Nature,  fond  of  life,  and  unwilling  to  part 
with  a  long  known  abode,  to  enter  on  a  date  to  which  it  u 
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entirely  a  granger,  may  recoil  from  the  thoughts  of  dying 
or,  ftruck  with  the  awful  pomp  of  an  expiring  and  dif- 
folving  world,  may  look  on  the  judgment-day  with  fome 
mixture  of  terror.  And  therefore,  ray  dear  brother  in  the 
Lord  (for  as  fuch  I  can  now  edeem  you)  I  would  reafoji 
with  you  a  little  on  this  head,  and  would  intreat  you  to 
look  more  attentively  on  this  folemn  objetf,  which  will,  I 
trud,  grow  lefs  dilagreeable  to  you,  as  it  is  more  familiarly 
viewed.  .  Nay,  I  hope,  that  indead  of  darting  back  from 
it,  you  will  rather  fpring  forward  towards  it  with  joy  and 
delight. 

§  3*  Think,  O  Gbridian,  when  Chrid  comes  to  call 
you  away  by  death,  he  comes— to  fet  you  at  liberty  from 
your  prefent  forrows — to  deliver  you  from  your  druggies 
with  remaining  corruption — and  to  receive  you  to  dweJL 
with  him  in  complete  holinefs  and  joy.  You  iliall  “  be 
“  abfent  from  the  body,  and  be  prefent  with  the  Lord  (d).,s 

§  4-  He  will  indeed  call  you  away  from  this  world. 
But,  oh,  what  is  this  world  that  you  fhonid  be  fond  of  It, 
and  cling  to  it  with  fo  much  eagernefs  ?  How  low  are  all 
thofe  enjoyments  that  are  peculiar  to  it*  and  how  many 
its  vexations,  its  fnares,  and  its  forrows  ?  Review  your  pil¬ 
grimage  thus  far  ;  and  though  you  mud  acknowledge,  that 
goodnefs  and  mercy  have  followed  you  all  the  days  of 
your  life  (*),”  yet  has  not  that  very  mercy  itfelf  planted 
fome  thorns  in  your  paths,  and  given  you  feme  wife  and  ne- 
ceflarr,  yet  painful  intimations,,  that  “  this  is  not  your  red: 

“  (/)  ?”  Review  the  monuments  of  your  withered  joys 
of  your  blafted  hopes;  if  there  be  yet  any  monuments  of 
them  remaining,  more  than  a  mournful  remembrance  they 
have  left  behind  in  vour  affii&ed  heart.  Look  upon  the 
graves  that  have  fwallowed  up  many  of  your  deared  and 
mod  amiable  friends,  perhaps  in  the  very  bloom  of  life 
and  m  the  greated  intimacy  of  your  corwerfe  with  them  • 
and  reflect,  that  if  you  hold  it  out  a  few  years  more,  death 
will  renew  its  conquefts  at  your  expence,  and  devour  the 
mod  precious  of  thofe  that  yet  furvlve.  View  the  Vivine 
as  well  as  the  dead;  behold  the  date  of  human  nature" 
under  the  many  grievous  marks  of  its  apodacy  from  God  *; 
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and  fay,  whether  a  wife  and  good  man  would  willito  conti¬ 


nue  always  here. 

Methinks,  were  I  myfelf  fecure  from  being  reached  by 
any  of  the  arrows  that  fly  around  me,  I  could  not  but 
mourn  to  fee  the  wounds  that  are  given  by  them,,  and  to 
hear  the  groans  of  thole  that  are  continually  tailing  under 
them.  The  diieafes  and  calamities  of  mankind  are  fo  ma¬ 
il  v,  and,  which  is  molt  grievous  of  all,  the  diftempers  of 
their  minds  are  fo  various  and  fo  threatening,  that  tne 
world  appears  almoft  like  an  hofpital  :  and  a  man,  who fe 
heart  is  tender,  is  ready  to  feel  his  fpirits  broken,  as  he 
walks  through  it,  and  furveys  the  fad  fcene  ;  efpecially 
when  he  fees  how  little  he  can  do  for  the  recovery  of  tholie 
whom  he  pities.  Are  you  a  Chriftian,  and  does  it  not 
pierce  your  heart  to  lee  how  human  natuie  is  funk  m  vice 
and  fharoe  ?  to  lee  with  what  amazing  mfolence  fome 
are  making  themfelves  openly  vile,  and  how  the  name  of 
Chriii  is  difhonoured  by  many  too  that  call  themfelves  his 
people  r  to  lee  the  unlawful  deeds  and  nltby  pi  aclices  of 
them  that  live  ungodly,  and  to  benold,  at  the  lame  time, 
the  infirmities  at  lead,  and  irregularities,  of  thofe  con¬ 
cerning  whom  we  have  better  hopes  ?  and  do  you  not  wifk 
to  efcape  from  fuch  a  world,  where  a  righteous  and  com- 
pailionaic  foul  mull  be  vexed  from  day  to  day  by  fo  many 
fpc£iacles  of  fin  and  milery  (g)  ? 

*  f  5.  Yea,  to  come  nearer  home  ;  do  you  not  feel  fome- 
thing  within  you  which  you  long  to  quit,  *and  which 
woifd  imbitter  even  Paradife  itfelf?  fomerhing,  which, 
were  it  to  continue,  would  grieve  and- diftrefs  you  even  in 
the  ucicty  of  the  blefled  ?  Do  you  not  feel  a  remainder  of 
indwelling  fm  ;  the  fad  confequence  of  the  original  revolt 
our  nature  from  God  ?  Are  you  not  ftruggling  every 
C3.y  whh  fome  refdue  of  eoyruption,  or  at  leaf!  mourning 
cn  account  of  tke  weakness  cf  your  graces?  Do  you  not 
fmd'yc-ur  {pints  dull  and  languid  when,  you  would  defire 
‘‘c.  _ _  fervor  in  the  fervice  or  ^iod  . 


-C.  raifc  them  in  th<?  preatefc  fervor  in  the- Service  oi  God  . 
Do  you  not  find  roar  hearts  too  often  mienfibie  ox  n.e 

riefceft  inftances  of  hi*  love,  and  your  hands  feebie  n  ms 
ferr-e.  even  when  “  to  will  h  prefen t  With  yea  i.  n  t : 
t*„es  not  your  life,  in  its  beft  da>;s  and  hours,  appear  a  low 
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unprofitable  thing,  when  compared  with  what  you  are  fen-' 


flble  it  ought  to  be,  and  with  what  you  wifh  that  it  were  ? 
Are  you  not  frequently,  as  it  were,  ftret  ching  the  pinions  of 
the  mind,  and  faying,  44  Oh  that  I  had  wings  like  a  dove, 

4t  that  I  might  fly  away  and  be  at  reft  [i)  ?” 

f  6.  Should  you  not  then  rejoice  in  the  thought  that 
Jefus  comes  to  deliver  you  from  thefe  complaints  ?  That 
he  comes  to  anfwer  your  willies,  and  to  fulfil  the  largeft 
defires  of  your  hearts ;  thofe  defires  that  hehimfelf  has 
infpired  ?  That  he  comes  to  open  upon  you  a  world  of 
purity  and  joy,  of  active,  exalted,  and  unwearied  fervices  ? 

§7*0  Chriftians,  how  often  have  you  call  a  longing 
eye  towards  thofe  happy  ihores,  and  wifhed  to  pafs  the  lea, 
the  boifterous,  unpleafant,  dangerous  fea,  that  feparates 
you  from  them  ?  When  your  Lord  has  condelcended  to 
make  you  a  Ihort  vifit  in  his  ordinances  on  earth,  how  have 
you  bled  the  time  and  the  place,  and  pronounced  it,  a- 
midft  any  other  difadvantage  of  fltuation,  to  be  the  very 
gate  of  heaven  (£)  ?  And  is  it  fo  delightful  to  behold  this 
gate,  and  will  it  not  be  much  more  fo  to  enter  into  it  ? 
Is  it  fo  delightful  to  receive  the  vifits  of  Jefus  for  an  hour, 
and  will  it  not  be  infinitely  more  fo  to  dwell  with  him  for 
ever  ?  44  Lord,”  may  you  well  fay,  44  when  I  dwell  with 
44  thee,  I  lhall  dwell  in  holinels,  for  thou  thylelf  art  holitiefs; 

“  I  lhall  dwell  in  love,  for  thou  thyfelf  art  love ;  I  lhall 
44  dwell  in  joy,  for  thou  art  the  Fountain  of  joy,”  as  “thou 
44  art  in  the  Father,  and  the  Father  in  thee  (/).’"  Bid 
welcome  to  his  approach  therefore,  to  take  you  at  your 
word,  and  to  fulfil  to  you  that  faying  of  his,  on  which  your 
foul  ha  fo  often  relied  with  heavenly  peace  and  pleafurej 
44  Father  I  will,  that  they  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  be 
44  with  me  where  I  am,  that  they  may  behold  my  glory, 

44  which  thou  haft  given  me  ( m 

§  8.  Surely  you  may  fay  in  this  view,  44  The  fooner 
44  Chrift  comes  the  better.”  What  though  the  refidue 
o'f  your  days  be  cut  off  in  the  midft  ?  what  though  you 
ieVtve  many. expected  pleasures  in  life  un tailed,  and  many 
fcl\emes  unaccompliftied  ?  Is  it  not  enough  that  what  is  . 
taken  from  a  mortal  life  lhall  be  added  to  a  glorious  eter- 


(/)  PJ'almlv .  6.  (£'  Gen.  xxviii.  17, 

(2)  John xvii».  zi .  (m)  John  xvii.  2 4. 
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siity ;  and  that  you  fhall  fpend  thofe  days  and  years  in 
the  prefence  and  fervice  of  Ohrid  in  heaven  which  you 
might  othet  wile  have  fpent  with  him  and  for  him  in  the 
imperfect  enjoyments  and  labours  of  earth  ? 

§  9.  But  your  profpefts  reach  not  only  beyond  death, 
but  beyond  the  feparate  date.  For  with  regard  to  his  fi¬ 
nal  appearance  to  judgment,  our  Lord  fays,  Surely  I  come 
quickly,  in  the  fenfe  illuftrated  before  :  andfo  it  will  ap¬ 
pear  to  us,  if  we  compare  this  interval  of  time  with  the 
blifsful  eternity  which  is  to  fucceed  it ;  and  probably  if 
we  compare  it  with  thofe  ages  which  have  already  palled, 
fince  the  fun  began  to  meafure  out  to  earth  its  days  and 
its  years.  And  will  you  not  here  alfo  fing  your  part  in 
“  the  joyful  anthem,  “  Amen,  even  fo  gome  Lord  Je- 
66  fus 

§  10.  It  is  true,  Ch-ri  Ilian,  it  is  an  awful  day:  a  day 
in  which  nature  fhall  be  thrown  into  a  confufion  as  yet 
unknown.  No  earthquake,  no  eruption  of  burning  moun* 
tains,  no  defolations  of  cities  by  devouring  flames,  or  of 
countries  by  overflowing  rivers  or  feas,  can  give  any  juft 
emblem  of  that  dreadful  day:  when  u  the  heavens  being 
u  bn  fire  fhall  be  diflolved,”  as  well  “  as  the  earth  and  all 
u  that  is  therein,  fhall  be  burnt  up  ( n )  when  all  na¬ 
ture  fhall  flee  away  in  amazement  “  before  the  face  of 
“  the  univerfal  Judge  (o)f  and  there  fhall  be  a  great  cry, 
far  beyond  what  was  known  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  when 
u  there  was  not  a  houfe  in  which  there  was  not  one  dead 
(i  (p)>yt  Your  fleih  may  be  ready  to  tremble  at  the  view ; 
yet  your  fpirit  will  furely  rejoice  in  u  God  your  Saviour 
“  (9).’’  You  may  judly  fay,  “  Let  this  illuflrious  day 
“‘come,  even  with  all  its  horrors  !”  Yea,  like  the  Ghrif- 
tians  defcribed  bv  the  apoflle  (r),  you  mav  be  looking.fur 
and  hading  to  that  day  of  terrible  brightnefs  and  univerfal 
doom.  For  your  Lord  will  then  come  to  vindicate  the 
juftice  of  thofe  proceedings  which  have  been  in  many  in- 
daneesfo  much  obfcured,  and  becaufe  they  have  been  ob- 
fcured,  have  been  alfo  blafphemed.  He  will  come,  to 
dilplay  his  magnificence,  tie fcend ing  from  heaven  “  with 
u'a  ffiout,  with  the  voice  of  the  arch-angel,  and  with  the 
“  trump  of  God  (/)”  taking  his  feat  upon  a  throne  infinite- 


(72)  2  Pet.i ii.-io.  12.  (0)  Rev.  xx;  11.  (p'  Exod.xu-  20. 
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Jv  exceeding  that  of  earthly,  or  even  of  celeftial  princes, 
clothed  with  «  his  Father’s  glory  and  his  own  (*),”  fur. 
rounded  with  a  nmnberlefs  hoft  of  u  lining  attendants, 
when  “  coming  to  be  glorified  in  his  faints,  and  admired 
“  in  all  them  that  believe  («).”  His  enemies  fhall  alfo  be 
produced  to  grace  his  triumph  :  the  ferpent  ill  all  be  leen 
there  rolling  in  the  duff,  and  trodden  under  foot  by  him- 
and  by  all  his  fervants  j  thole  who  once  condemned  him 
fhall  tremble  at  his  prefence  5  and  thole  who  bowed  the 
knee,  before  him  in  profane  mockery  fhall,  in  wild  defpany 
u  call  to  the  mountains  to  fall  upon  them,  and  to  the 
rocks  to  hide  them,  from  the  face  of  the  Lamb  of  God 
(v),”  whom  they  once  led  away  to  the  moil  inhuman 

daughter. 

§ii.O  Ghriftian  does  not  your  loyal  heart  bound  at 
the  thought?  and  are  you  not  ready,  even  while  you  read 
thefe  lines,  to  begin  the  victorious  lhout  in  which  you  are 
then  to  join  ?  He  juftly  expeas  that  your  thoughts  fliould 
be  greatly  elevated  and  iffoprefled  with  the  views  of  his 
triumph  :  but  at  the  fame  time  he  permits  you  to  remember 
your  own  perfonal  fhare  in  the  joy  and  glory  of  that  bleb- 
led  day  :  and  even  now  he  has  the  view  before  him  of 
what  his  power  and  love  lliall  then  accomplifli  for  your  lal- 
vation.  And  what  Hi  all  it  not  accomplifli  ?  He  fhall  come 
to  break  the  bars  of  the  grave,  and  to  re-animate  your 
deeping  clay.  Your  bodies  muff  indeed  be  laid  in  the 
dud:,  and  be  lodged  there  as  a  teflimony  of  God  s  aiiplea- 
fure  againfl  fin  ?  againft  the  fir  ft  fin  that  was  ever  com¬ 
mitted,  from  the  fad  confequences  or  which  the  deareft  of 
his  children  cannot  be  exempted.  But  youdiall  then  have 
an  ear  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God^  and  an  eye  to 
behold  the  luftre  of  his  appearance  :  and  fhall  “  fliine  forth 
“  like  the  fun  (y arifmg  in  the  clear  heaven,  u  which 
u  is  as  a  bridegroom  coming  out  of  bis  chamber  (z),” 
Your  foul  fhall  be  new  d reded  to  grace  this  high  folemni- 
ty  ;  and  be  clothed,  not  with  the  rags  of  mortality,  but 
with  the  robes  of  glory;  for  “  lie  fhall  change  this  wile 
Ci  body,  to  fafhion  it  like  his  own  glorious  body  (a). 
And  when  you  are  thus  royally  arrayed,  he  lliall  confer 

(t)  Luke  ix.  26.  (u)  2  Thejf.  i.  to.  (x)  Rev,  vi.  16. 
(y)  Mat .  xiii.  43*  (2)  Pfal.x ix*  5*  («)  Phil.  iii.  2  m 
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public  honours  on  you,  and  on  all  his  people,  before  the 
allembled  world.  You  may  now  perhaps  be  loaded  with 
infamy,  called  by  reproachful  names,  and  charged  with 
•crimes,  or  with  views  which  your  very  foul  abhors ;  but 
he  will  then  44  bring  forth  your  righteoufnefs  as  the  light 
“  and  your  falvation  as  a  lamp  that  burneth  (c).;> 
Though  you  have  been  difhonoured  by  men,  you  diall  be 
acknowledged  by  God  ;  and  though  treated  as  “  the  filth 
41  of  the  world,  and  the  ofF-lcouring  of  all  things  (d),’’  he 
will  file w  that  he  regards  you  “  as  his  treafure,  in  the  day 
44  that  be  makes  up  his  jewels  (e).9’  When  he  dial!  “  put 
44  away  all  the  wicked  of  the  world  like  drofs  ( f you 
diall  be  pronounced  righteous  in  that  full  affembly  5  and 
though  indeed  you  have  broken  the  divine  law,  and  might 
in  drift  judice  have  been  condemned,  yet  being  clothed 
with  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  great  Redeemer,  even  “  that 
44  righteoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith  (g)-’’  Judice 
itfelf  diall  acquit  you,  and  join  with  Mercy  in  44  bedowing 

44  upon  you  a  crown  eflife  ( h j.*7 - Chrid  will 44  confefs 

44  you  before  men  and  angels  (/),’’ — will  pronounce  you 
44  good  and  faithful  fervants,  and  call  you  to  enter  into  the 
44  joy  of  your  Lord  ( k )  he  will  fpeak  of  you  with  en¬ 

dearment  a*  his  brethren,  and  will  acknowledge  the  kind- 
nedes  which  have  been  diewn  to  you  as  if  he  had  received 
them  in  his  own  perfon  (/).  Yea,  then  diall  you,  O  Chrif- 
tian,  who  may  perhaps  have  fat  in  lome  of  the  lowed  places 
in  our  aflemblies,  though  it  may  be  none  of  the  rich 
„  and  great  of  the  earth  would  condefcend  to  look  up  on,  or 
to  fpeak  to  you,  be  called  to  be  adedbrs  with  Chrid  on  his 
judgment  feat,  and  to  join  with  him  in  the  fentence  he  diall 
pafs  on  wicked  men,  and  rebellious  angels. 

§  12.  Nor  is  it  merely  one  day  of  glory  and  triumph  ; 
but  when  the  Judge  arifes  and  afcends  to  his  Father’s 
court,  all  the  bleded  diall  afcend  with  him,  and  you  a- 
mong  the  red  :  you  fliall  afcend  together  with  your  Savi¬ 
our,  44  tobisFather  and  your  Father,  t©  bis  God  and  vour 
44  God  (*»).’%  You  diall  go  to  make  your  appearance  in 

(b)  Pfal.  xxviii.  6.  (c)  Ifa.  lxii.  1.  ( d )  1  Cor.  iv.  13* 
(e)  Mai.  iii.  17.  (f)  Pfal.  cxix.  119.  ( g )  Phil.  iii.  9. 
(/;)  2  Tim.  iv.  8.  (/)  Lukzvh\\.  8.  ( k )  Matth.  xxv.  2 r« 
(/)  Mat.xxv.  40.  (m)  Johniuz.  17. 


t 


o hap.  29.  ,  Religi  on  in  the  Soul,  275 

the  new  Jerufalem,  in  thofe  new  fliiniiig  forms  that  you 
have  received,  which  will  no  doubt  be  attended  with  a  cor¬ 
nel  pondent  improvement  of  mind;  and  take  up  your  per¬ 
petual  abode  in  that  fu kiefs  of  joy,  with  which  you  fliall 
be  filed  and  fatisfled  u  in  the  prefence  of  God  (n)f  upon 
the  confummation  of  that  happinefs  which  the  faints  in 
the  intermediate  Bate  have  been  whiling  and  waiting  for. 
You  £hall  go  from  the  ruins  of  a  dillolving  world  to  u  the 
u  new  heavens  and  new  earth,  where  righteoufnefs  for  ever 
u  dwells  (0).”  There  all  the  number  of  God’s  elefl  (hall 
be  accomplillied,  and  the  happinefs  of  each  lliall  be  com¬ 
pleted.  The  whole  lociety  fliall  be  “  prefented  before 
4<  God  as  the  bride,  the  Lamb’s  wife  (p)f  whom  the  eye 
of  its  celeftial  bridegroom  fliall  furvey  with  unutterable  de¬ 
light,  and  cenfels  to  be  “  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any 
“  fuch  thing  (q) its  charafter  and  ftate  being  juft  what 
he  originally  defigned  it  to  be,  when  he  fir  ft  engaged  to 
give  himfelf  for  it,  to  “  redeem  it  to  God  by  his  blood  (r). 
So  fliall  you  ever  be’’  with  each  other,  and  “  with  the 

Lord  (s)  5”  and  immortal  ages  fliall  roll  away,  and  find 
yoc  fill  unchanged ;  your  happinefs  always  the  fame, 
and  your  relifli  for  it  the  fame  ;  or  rather  ever  growing, 
as  your  fouls  are  approaching  nearer  and  nearer  to  him  who 
is  the  fource  of  happinefs,  and  the  centre  of  infinite  per¬ 
fection. 

§  43.  And  now,  look  round  about  upon  earth,  and  tin¬ 
gle  out,  if  you  can,  the  enjoyments  or  the  hopes,  for  the 
fake  of  which  you  would  fay,  Lord,  delay  thy  coming, 
or  for  the  fake  of  which  you  any  more  fliould  hefitate  to 
exprefs  your  longing  for  it,  and  to  cry,  “  Even  fo  come 
u  Lord  Jefus,  come  quickly  !’’ 

The  Meditation  and  Prayer  of  a  Chriftian  whofi 
Heart  is  warmed  with  thofe  Prop  of als, 

BLESSED  Lord  !  my  foul  is  enkindled  with  thefe 
^  views,  and  rifesto  thee  in  the  flame  (/),  Thou  haft 
teftified  thou  comeft  quickly ;  and  I  repeat  my  joyful  af- 
fent.  Amen,  even  fo  come  Lord  Jefus  (u).  '  Come,  for 

(«)  P/a/,  xvi.  11.  (0)  2  Pet.  iii,  ,3.  (p)  Rev.  xxl  9. 
(7)  Eph.  v.  27.  (V)  Rev.  v.  9.  (s)  1  The/,  iv.  17. 

(/)  Judges  xiii,  20.  («)  Rev,  xxii.  20. 
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I  long  to  have  done  with  this  low  life ;  to  have  done  with 
its  burthens,  its  forrows,  and  its  fnares  l  Gome,  for  I  long 
to  afcend  into  tliy  pretence,  and  to  tee  tire  court  thou  art 
holding  above  1 

Blefled  Jefus,  death  is  transformed  when  I  view  it  in  this 
light.  The  King  of  terrors  is  fent  no  more  as  iuch,  but 
as  a  metfenger  to  cany  me  home,  and  place  me  near  the 
King  of  glory  and  of  grace.  I  hear  with  pleature  the  found 
of  thy  feet  approaching  dill  nearer  and  nearer ;  draw  afide 
the  veil  whenever  thou  pleafeft  1  Open  the  bars  of  my  pri- 
fon,  that  my  eager  foul  may  fpring  forth  to  thee,  and  44  calf 
44  itfelf  at  thy  feet  ;  at  the  feet  of  that  Jefus,  whom  having 
44  not  feen,  I  love  ;  and  in  whom,  though  now  I  fee  thee 
44  not,  yet  believing,  I  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable  and 
44  full  of  glory  (#)P  44  Thou,  Lord,  fhalt  fhew  me  the 
44  path  of  life thine  hand  fhall  guide  me  to  that  blifsful 
abode,  44  where  there  is  fulnefs  of  joy,  and  rivers  of  ever- 
44  lading  pleafure  (y).”  Tfiou  flia.lt  allign  me  a  habita^ 
tion  with  thy  faithful  fervants,  whofe  fepaiate  fpiiits  aie 
now  living  with  thee,  while  their  bodies  deep  in  the  dud. 
Many  of  them  have  been  my  companions  in  thy  laborious 
work,  and,  44  in  the  patience  and  tribulation  of  thy  krng- 
44  dom  (%);’’  my  dear  companions,  and  my  brethren  j 
44  oh,  Ihow  me,  bleded  Saviour,  how  glorious  and  how  hap¬ 
py  thou  had  made  them  1  Show  me  to  what  new  forms  of 
better  life  thou  had  conducted  them,  whom  we  call  the 
dead  1  in  what  nobler  and  more  extenfive  fervices  thou  had 
employed  them  1  that  I  may  praife  thee  better  than  I  now 
can,  for  thy  goodnefs  to  them  1  And,  oh,  give  me  to  (have 
with  them’ in  their  bleflings  and  their  fervices,  and  to  railc 
a  long  of  grateful  love,  like  that  which  they  are  breathing 

forth  before  thee  !  . 

Yet,  O  my  bleded  Redeemer,  even  there  will  my  lou. 

be  afpiring  to  a  yet  nobler  and  more  glorious  hope  ;  am 
from  this  as  yet  unknown  fplendor  and  felicity  lhiu\  1  be 
drawing  new  arguments  to  look  and  long  for  tne  day  o: 
thy  final  appearance.  There  fliall  I  long  moie  ar  enti) 
than  I  no\^  do  to  fee  thy  conduct  vindicated,  ana  thy  tri¬ 
umph  difplayed  ;  to  fee  the  dud  of  thy  fervants  re-animat 
ed';  and  death,  the  lad  of  their  enemies  and  of  thme,  Iwai 


(,v)  j  Pet.  I  8.  (y)  Pfal.  xvL  it. 
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lowed  up  in  victory  (a).  I  Ihall  Jong  for  that  fuperior  ho- 
nour  that  thou  intended:  me,  and  that  complete  blifs  to 
which  the  whole  body  of  thy  people  fhall  be  conducted. 
Come,  Lord  Jems,  come  quickly,  will  mingle  itfelf  with 
the  fongs  of  Paradife,  and  found  from  the  tongues  of  all  the 

miiLons  of  thy  faints,  whom  thy  grace  has  tranfplanted 
thither. 

In  the  mean  time,  O  my  divine  Mailer,  accept  the  ho¬ 
mage  which  a  grateful  heart  now  pays  thee,  in  a  fenfe  of 
the  glorious  hopes  with  which  thou  hall  infpiredit  !  It  is 
thou  that  hah  put  this  joy  into  it,  and  hall  raifed  my  foul 
to  this  glorious  ambition  ;  whereas  I  might  otherwife  have 
now  been  groveling  in  the  lowefl  trifles  of  time  and  fenfe 
and  been  looking  with  horror  on  that  hour  which  is  no J 
the  object  of  my  molt  ardent  willies. 

Oh  be  with  me  always,  even  to  the  end  of  this  immor¬ 
tal  hfe  !  and  give  me,  while  waiting  for  thv  falvation  to 
be  doing  thy  commandments  !  May  “  my  loins  be  girded 

about  and  my  Jamp  burning  (A),”  and  mine  ears  be 
ftill  watchful  for  the  blefled  fignal  of  thine  arrival :  that 
my  glowing  foul  may  with  pleafure  fpring  to  meet  thee 
and  be  ftrengthened  by  death  to  bear  thofe  vifions  of  ei0  ’ 
iy,  under  the  ecftahes  of  which  feable  mortality  would 

limn  ovn!i-o  *  *  1-1  * VA 
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our. 


Reflections  on  theflncerity  with  which  the  preceding:  ad 
vices  have  been  given,  §  , .  The  author  is  deflrous  that 
(,f  Providence  permit)  he  may  ajfifl  the  Chriflian  to 
lie  honourably  and  comfortably.  §  2,  -2.  With  f!  • 
view  it  is  advifed,  (,).  Ta  rid  the  mind  of, aU\ % 
ernes,  $4.  (2).  To  review  the  humiliation  of  the  foul 
before  God,  audits  application  to  the  blood  of  Chrift  £ 
5  (3)-  To  exercife  patience  under  bodily  pains  qnd 


(a)  1  Cor.  xv.  26.  54. 

A  a 


(Z>)  Luke  xii.  35% 


l! 


m 


278  The  Rife  and  Progrefs  chap.  30. 

\ 

farrows ,  §  6.  (4).  ///  leaving  the  world \  /o  bear 

an  honourable  teftimony  to  religion ,  $  7.  (5).  TV 
a  folemn  charge  to  J'urviving friends,  §  8.  Ef pen¬ 
ally  recommending  faith  in  Chrift ,  §  9.  (6).  To  keep 
the  pro  mi  fez  of  God  in  view ,  ^  10,  1  1.  And,  (77. 
To  commit  the  departing  fpirit  to  God ,  in  the  genuine 
exercifes  of  gratitude., and  repentance,  faith  and  chat  ityr 
$12.  which  are  exempli  fed  in  the  concluding  medita¬ 
tion  and  prayer. 


§  1. 


rppiUS,  my  dear  reader,  I  have  endeavoured  to 
JL  lead  you  through  a  variety  of  circumftances  5 
and  thole  not  fancied  and  imaginary,  but  luch  as  do  indeed 
occur  m  the  human  and  Chiriuan  ine.  Anti  x  can  nmy 
and  cheerfully  fay,  that  I  have  marked  out  to  you  the  path 
which  I  mvfelf  have  trode,  and  in  which  it  is  my  defire 
iliil  to  go  on.  I  have  ventured  my  own  everlafling  in- 
'terefis  on  that  foundation  on  which  I  have  directed  you 
to  adventure  yours.  What  I  have  recommended  as  the 
grand  bufinefs  of  your  life,  I  defire  to  make  the  bufinefs 
of  my  own  ;  and  the  mo  ft  confiderable  enjoyments  which 
I  expect  or  defire  in  the  remaining  days  or  my  pilgrimage 
on  earth,  are  Rich  as  I  have  dire&ed  you  to  leek,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  a  Rift  you  in  attaining.  Such  love  to  God, 
Rich  con  Rant  activity  in  his  fefvice,  fuch  pleaiurable  views 
of  what  lies  beyond  the  grave,  appear  to  me  (God  is  my 
wit n els)  a  felicity  incomparably  beyond  any  thing  elie 
which  can  offer  itfelf  to  our  affection  and  purfuit :  and  I 
would  not  for  ten  thouRmd  worlds  refign  my  Riare  in  them, 
Jr  coufent  even  to  the  Rifpeimcu  of  the  delights  which 
thev  afford,  during  the  remamHer  of  my  abode  here. 

$  2>  x  would  humbly  hope,  through  the  divine  bleffing, 
ih-n  the  hours  you  have  fpent  in  the  revievv  of  thefe  plain 
th;no,;  may  have  tgrned  to  home  profitable  account,  and 
that  hi  confequence  of  what  you  have  read,  you  have  ei- 
ther  bet’ll  brought  into  the  way  of  life  and  peace  or  been 
induced  to  quicken  your  pace  m  it.  Moft  heartily  ilxOuU 
X  rejoice  in  being  further  ufeful  to  you,  and  that  even  to 
fbe  le.it.  Now  there  is  one  feene  remaining;  a  lcene 
through  which  you  limit  infallibly  pafs,  which  has  fome- 
thins  in  it  fo  awful,  that  I  cannot  but  attempt  doing  * 
little  to  afliftyou  ia  it ;  I  mean  the  dark  valley  ot  the  ilia- 
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dow  of  death.  I  would  earneftly  wifh,  that  for  the  cre¬ 
dit  of  your  profeflion,  the  comfort  of  your  own  foul,  and 
the  jov  and  edification  of  your  furviving  friends,  you  might 
die  not  only  fafely  but  honourably  too:  and  therefore  I 
would  offer  to  you  a  few  parting  advices.  I  am  fenfible 
indeed  that  providence  may  determine  the  circum fiances 
of  your  death  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  you  may  have  no 
opportunity  of  acting  upon  the  hints  I  now  give  you. 
Some  unexpected  accident,  from  without,  or  from  within, 
may,  as  it  were,  whirl  vou  to  heaven  before  you  are  a- 
ware  ;  and  you  may  find  yourfelf  lb  hidden ly  there,  that 
it  may  feem  a  mutilation  rattier  than  a  death.  Or  it  is 
poilible  the  force  of  a  dihempermay  affect  your  underftand- 
ing'  in  fuch  a  manner  that  you  may  he  quite  infenfible  of 
the  cir  cum  fiances  in  which  you  are  ;  and  fo  your  difToluti- 
on  (though  others  may  fee  it  vifibly  and  certainly  ap¬ 
proaching)  may  be  as  great  a  fiTrprife  to  you  as  if  you  died 
in  full  health. 

§  3*  But  as  it  is,  on  the  whole,  probable  you  may  have 
a  moie  fenflble  paflage  out  of  time  into  eternity  ~f  and  as 
muen  may,  in  various  refpefts,  depend  on  your  dying 
behaviour,  give  me  leave  to  propofe  fome  plain  directions 
witn  1  elation  to  it,  to  be  pradtifed,  if  God  give  you  oppor¬ 
tunity  ,  and  remind  you  of  them.  It  may  not  be  improper 
to  look  over  the  xxix  chapter  again,  when  you  find  the 
fymptoms  of  any  threatening  diforder  :  and  I  the  rather 
hope,  that  what  I  fay  may  be  ufeful  to  you,  as  methinks,  r 
find  mvlelf  difpofed  to  addrefs  you  with  fomething  of  that 
pecuhai  tendernefs  which  we  feel  for  a  dying  friend  5  to 
whom,  as  we  expect  that  we  (hall  fpeak  to  him  no  more 
we  fend  out,  as  it  were,  all  our  hearts  in  every  word. 

§  4.  I  would  advife  then,  in  the  firfu  place,  u  that,  as 
foon  as  poilible,  you  would  endeavour  to  get  rid  of  all  fur- 
thei  care  with  regard  to  your  temporal  concerns,  by  f-ttlinp- 
them  in  time,  in  as  realonable  and  Ghridian  a  manner  as 
40U  can.  ’  I  could  with  there  may  be  nothing  of  that 
kind  to  hurry  your  mind  when  you  are  lead  able  to  bear 
it,  or  to  drdrefs  or  divide  thole  who  come  after  you.  Do 
that  which,  in  the  prefence  of  God,  you  judge  mod  equita- 
ble,  and  which  you  verily  believe  will  be  mod  pleafing  to 
hi>i.  Do  it  in  as  prudent  and  effectual  a  manner  as  you 
*an:  and  theu  eon  fid  er  the,  world,  as  a  place  you  have 
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finite  done  with,  and  its  affairs  as  nothing  farther  to  you, 
more  than  one  actually  dead  ;  unlefs  as  you  may  do  any 
good  to  its  inhabitants  while  you  vet  continue  among  them  ; 
and  may,  by  any  circumllan.ee  in  your  lafta&ions  or  words 
in  life,  leave  a  blefling  behind  you  to  rhofe  who  have  been 
your  friends  and  fellow-travellers,  while  you  have  been  dis¬ 
patching  that  journey  through  it,  which  you  are  now  fi¬ 
ll  idling. 

§  5.  That  you  maybe  the  more  at  leifure,  and  the  bet¬ 
ter  prepared  for  this,  lv  enter  into  fome  ferious  review  of 
your  own  ftate,  and  endeavour  to  put  your  foul  into  as  fit 
a  pofhire  as  pofiible,  for  your  folemn  appearance  before 
God.”  For  a  folemn  thing  indeed  iris  to  go  into  his  im¬ 
mediate  prefer: ce  i  to  (land  before  him,  nor  as  a  fupplicant 
at  the  throne  of  his  grace,  but  at  his  bar  as  a  feparate  fpi- 
rit,  whole  time  of  probation  is  over,  and  whole  eternal 
ftate  is  to  be  immediately  determined.  Renew  your  3m- 
niiliation  before  God  for  the  imperfections  of  your  life, 
though  it  has  in  the  main  been  devoted  to  his  fervice. 
Renew  your  application  to  the  mercies  of  God,  as  pro- 
mifed  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  to  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
as  the  blefled  channel  in  which  they  flow  Reflgn  your- 
felf  intirely  to  the  divine  difpofal  and  conduct,  as  willing 
to  fei  ve  God,  either  in  this  world  or  the  other,  as  he  final  I 
fee  fit.  And  fenflble  of  your  flnfulnefs  on  the  one  hand, 
and  of  the  divine  wifdom  and  goodnefs  on  the  other,  fum- 
mon  up  all  the  fortitude  of  your  foul  to  bear,  as  well  asyon 
can,  whatever  his  afflicting  hand  may  further  lay  upon  you, 
and  to  receive  the  'aft  ftroke  of  it,  as  one  who  would  obtain 
the  moft  entire  fubje&ion  to  the  great  and  good  Father  01 
fpirits. 

§  6.  Whatever  you  fuffer,  “  endeavour  to  fhow  your- 
felf  an  example  of  patience.”  Let  that  amiable  grace 
u  have  its  perfect  work  (/?)  ;n  and  flnee  it  has  fo  little- 
more  to  do,  let  it  clofe  the  feene  nobly.  Let  theie  not  be 
a  murmuring  word  ;  and  that  there  may  not,  watch  again  ft 
every  repining  thought ;  and  when  you  feel  any  thmg  01 
that  kind  a  riling,  look  by  faith  upon  a  dying  Savioui,  and 
a ik  your  own  heart,  “  Was  not  his  croft  much  more  pain-, 
nil  than  the  bed  on  which  I  lie  ?  Was  not  his  fituatiou  a- 


JantGs  b  4» 


chap.  3©.  e/  Religion  in  the  Soul.  v  28 * 

mong  blood-thirdy  enemies  infinitely  'more  terrible  than 
mine  amidft  the  tendernefs  and  care  of  l'o  many  affectionate 
friends  ?  Did  not  the  heavy  load  of  my  lins  prels  him  in  a 
much  more  overwhelming  manner  than  I  am  prelied  by 
'the  load  of  thefe  afflictions  ?  and  yet  he  bore  ail  u  as  a 
“  Lamb  that  is  brought  to  the  daughter  (&)•*'  Let  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  his  differing  be  a  means  to  fweeten  your  s  : 
yea,  let  it  caufe  you  to  .rejoice,  when  you  are  called  to  bear 
the  crofs  for  a  little  while,  before  you  wear  the  crown. 
Count  it  ail  joy  that  you  have  an  opportunity  yet  once  more 
of  honouring  God  by  your  patience,  which  is  now  acting 
its  laid  part,  and  will  in  a  few  clays,  perhaps  in  a  few  hours, 
be  fnperfeded  by  complete  everlalling  blelTednefs.  And  I 
am  willing  to  hope,  that  in  thefe  views  you  will  not  only 
fupprefsall  paffionate  complaints,  but  that  your  mouth  will 
be  filled  with  the  praifes  of  God  ;  and  that  you  will  be 
fpeaking  to  thofe  that  are  about  you,  not  only  of  his  juffice, 
but  of  his  goodnefs  too.  So  that  you  will  be  enabled  to 
communicate  your  inward  joys  in  luch  a  manner,  as  may 
be  a  lively  and  edifying  comment  upon  thefe  words  of  the 
apoffle,  “Tribulation  worketh  patience;  and  patience 
“experience;  and  experience,  hope ;  even  a  hope  which 
“  maketh  not  adiamed,  while  the  love  of  God  is  died  a- 
“  broad  in  our  hearts  by  the  Holy  Ghofl,  which  is  given 
“  unto  us  (c).n 

§  7.  And  now,  my  dear  friend,  now  is  the  time,  when 
it  is  efpecially  expected  from  you  that  you  bear  an  honour¬ 
able  tedimony  to  religion.  Tell  thofe  that  are  about  you, 
as  well  as  you  can  (for  you  will  never  be  able  fully  to  ex- 
prefs  it)  what  comfort  and  fupport  you  have  found  in  it. 
Tell  them,  how'  it  has  brightened  the  darked  circumdances 
of  your  life  ;  tell  them,  how  it  now  reconciles  you  to  the 
near  views  of  death.  Your  words  wifi  carry  with  them  a 
peculiar  weight  at  fuch  a  feafon  :  there  will  be  a  kind  of 
eloquence,  even  in  the  infirmities  with  which  you  are  drag¬ 
gling,  while  you  give  them  utterance  ;  and  you  will  be 
heard  with  attention,  with  tendernefs,  with  credit.  And 
therefore,  when  the  time  of  your  departure  is  at  hand,  with 
unaffected  freedom  breath  out  your  joy,  if  you  then  feel  <  as 
I  hope  you  will)  an  holy  joy  and  delight  in  God,  breath  out,, 

(b)  If  a,  liii.  7.  (c)  R  om,  v,  3,  4j  5,. 
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however,  your  inward  peace  and  ferenity  of  mind  if  you  be 
then  peaceful  and  ferene  ;  others  will  mark  it,  and  be  en¬ 
couraged  to  tread  the  fteps  which  lead  to  fo  happy  an  end. 
Tell  them  what  you  feel  of  the  vanity  of  the  world;  and 
they  may  learn  to  regard  it  lefs :  tell  them,  what  you  feel 
of  the  fubftantial  fupports  of  the  gofpel  ;  and  they  may 
learn  to  value  it  more  :  for  they  cannot  but  know  that  they 
muft  lie  down  upon  a  dying  bed  too,  and  muft  then  need 
all  the  relief  which  the  gofpel  itfelf  can  give  them. 

§  8.  And,  to  enforce  the  conviction  the  more,  “give 
a  folemn  charge  to  thofe  that  are  about  you,  that  they 
fpend  their  lives  in  the  fervice  of  God,  and  govern  fhem- 
felves  by  the  principles  of  real  religion/’  You  may  re¬ 
member,  that  Jofhua  and  David,  and  other  good  men  did 
fo,  when  they  perceived  that  the  days  drew  near  in  which 
thev  lliould  die.  And  you  know  not  how  the  admonitions 
of  a  dying  friend,  or  {as  it  maybe  with  refpect  to  feme) 
of  a  dying  parent,  may  imprefs  thofe  who  may  have  dilre- 
garded  what  you  and  others  may  have  faid  to  them  before. 
At  leaf!',  make  the  trial  ;  die  labouring  to  glorify  God,  to 
fave  fouls,  and  gcneroufly  to  fow  the  feeds  of  goodnefs  and 
happi  11  efs  in  a  world  where  you  have  no  more  harvefts  to 
reap.  Perhaps  they  may  fpring  up  in  a  plentiful  crap 
when  the  clods  of  the  valley  are  covering  your  body  :  but 
If  not,  God  will  approve  it  :  and  the  angels  that  wait  a- 
round  your  bed  to  receive  your  departing  foul  will  look 
upon  each  other  with  marks  of  approbation  in  their  coun¬ 
tenance,  and  own  that  this  is  to  expire  like  a  Chriftian,  and 
to  make  a  glorious  improvement  of  mortality. 

§  9.  And,  in  this  laft  addrefs  to  your  fellow-mortals, 
whoever  they  are  that  Providence  brings  near  you,  “  be 
fure  that  you  tell  how  entirely  and  how  chearfully  your 
hopes  and  dependence  in  this  feafon  of  the  laft  extremity 
are  fixed,  not  upon  your  own  merits  and  obedience,  but  on 
what  the  great  Redeemer  has  done  and  fuifered  for  fin- 
ners.”  Let  them  fee  that  you  die,  as  it  were,  at  the  foot 
of  the  crofs:  nothing  will  be  fo  comfortable  to  yourfelf, 
nothing  fo  edifying  to  them.  Let  the  name  of  Jefus,  there¬ 
fore,  be  in  your  mouth,  while  you  are  able  to  fpeak  :  and 
when  you  can  fpeak  no  longer,  let  it  be  in  vour  heart,  and 
endeavour  that  the  laft  aft  of  your  foul,  while  it  contmuesm 
the  body,may'be  an  a&  of  humble  faith  in  Chrift.  “  Come 
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unto  God  by  him  :  enter  into  that  which  is  within  the  veil, 
as  with  the  blood  of fprinkling,  frefli  upon  you.”  It  is  an 
awful  thing  for  filch  a  firmer  (as  you,  my  Chriftian  friend, 
with  all  the  virtues  the  world  may  have  admired,  knowyour- 
felt  to  be)  to  Hand  before  that  infinitely  pure  and  holy  Be¬ 
ing,  who  has  feen  all  your  wavs,  and  all  your  heart”,  and 
has  a  perfect  knowledge  of  every  mixture  of  imperfection, 
which  lias  attended  the  heft  of  your  duties  ;  but  venture  in 
that  way,  and  you  will  find  it  both  fafe  and  pleafant, 
f  ro.  Once  more  :  “To  give  you  comfort  in  a  dyjno 
hour,  and  to  fupport  your  feeble  fteps  while  you  are  tra¬ 
velling  through  this  dark  and  painful  way,  take  the' word 
of  God  as  a  gaff  in  your  hand.”  Let  books  and  mortal 
inen ds,  now  do  their  laft  office  for  you.  Call,  ifyou  can, 
iome  experienced  Chriftian,  who  has  felt  the  power  of  the 
word  ot  God  upon  his  own  heart;  and  Jet  him  bring  the 
Scripture,  and  turn  you  to  fome  of  thofe  precious  promiles, 
which  has  been  the  food  and  rejoicing  of  his  own  foul. 
It  is  with  this  view,  that  I  may  carry  the  good  office  I  am 
now  engaged  in,  as  far  as  poffible.  I  /hall  here  give  you 
a  co.Ieaion  of  a  few  fuch  admirable  fcriptures,  each  of 
them  m fin, tely  “  more  valuable  than  thoufands  of  gold 

and  fiber  Kd).  ’  And  to  convince  you  of  the  decree  in 
wn.ch  I  efteem  them,  I  will  take  the  freedom  to  add,  that 
1  de.ire  they  may  (if  God  give  an  opportunity)  be  read 
over  to  me,  as  I  lie  on  my  dying  bed,  with  (hort  intervals 
between  them,  that  I  may  paufe  upon  each,  and  renew 
fomethmg  or  that  delightful  relifh,  which,  I  blefs  God  I 
have  often  found  in  them.  May  your  foul  ar,d  mine  be 
then  compofed  to  a  facred  filence  (whatever  may  be  the 
commotion  of  ammalnature)  while  the  voice  of  God  fueaks 
to  us  m  language  which  he  fpoke  to  his  fervants  of  old,  or 
in  which  he  inffiruffied  them  how  they  ftould  fpeak  to  him 
hi  circumfrances  of  the  great  efl:  extremity  ? 

ft  I-  Can  anymore  encouragement  be  wanting,  when 

h  t  FCar P°U  f°I  1  am  w!th  thee  ’  be  not  djfmay- 

4l  d’f°rf  3f  th/  G°d:  1  wiiI  ^tengthen  thee,  yea,  I 

u  1®  *hee.’  ,yea’  1  W,J1  uP!l0,d  thee>  with  the  right 

“  iTf  A17 r!gT.lte0ufnfrs  And  he  is  not  a  man  - 

that  he  fliould  he,  or  the  fon  of  man  that  he  fliould  re- 

{d)  Pfal.  cxix.  27.  (e) //a.  hi  io. 
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k  pent  :  hath  he  faid,  and  fhall  he  not  do  it  ?  or  hath  he 
“  fpoken,  and  fhall  he  not  make  it  good  (/)  !— The  Lord 
It  js  my  light,  and  my  falvation,  whom  fliali  I  fear  ?  The 
it  Lord  is  the  ftrengtli  of  my  life,  of  whom  fhall  I  be  afraid 

a  fg.\  ?». _ U  This  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever :  he 

u  will  be  our  guide  even  unto  death  (A).”  ulhercfoie 
14  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  iliadow  ef  death, 
u  1  wiH  fear  no  evil ;  for  thou  art  with  me,  thy  rod  and 
u  thy  half  they  comfort  me  (/).'’■ — u  I  have  waited  for  thy 
u  falvation,  6  Lord  Oh  continue  thy  loving 

,4  kindnefs  unto  them  that  know  thee,  and  thy  nghteouinefc 
it  t0  the  upright  in  heart  ?  For  with  thee  is  the  fountain  of 
«  life:  in  thy  light  fhall  we  fee  light  (/)•”—“  Thou  wilt 
k  f]lew  me  the  path  of  life  ;  in  thy  prelence  is  fulnefs  of 
u  ;oy  at  thy  right  hand  there  are  pleafures  for  ever  more 
;«  As  forme,  I  fhall  behold  thy  face  m  r.ghte- 

u  oufoefs  :  I  fhall  be  (atisfied,  when  I  awake,  with  thy 

“  likenefs  («).”■ _ “  For  I  know  in  whom  I  havebeueved, 

u  and  am  perfuaded,  that  he  is  able  to  keep  what  I  have 
«  committed  to  him  until  that  day  Therefore  my 

“  heart  is  glad,  and  my  glory  rejoice*  }  my  flefb  alio  fhall 
«  reft  in  hope  (/»).”—“  For  if  we  believe  that  Jefus ;  died 
«  and  role  again  ;  theft  alio  that,  deep  «  Je  us  will  God 
“  bring  with  him  (?)•”—“  I  &ve  unto  fheep  eternal 
«  life  ’’  faid  Jefus  the  good  Shepherd,  “  and  they  fhall  ne- 
“  ver’perifli,  neither  fhall  any  pluck  them,  out  of  my  hand 

/  \  >> _ u  This  is  the  will  of  him  that  lent  me,  that  eve- 

“  rv  one  that  believeth  on  me  fliould  have  eyerlaftmg  life  ; 

“  and  I  will  raife  him  up  at  the  lalf  day  (< )  •  —  et  n° 
.«  your  heart  be  troubled  ;  ye  believe  m  God,  believe  alfo 
“  in  me  In  my  Father’s  boul'e  are  many  manlions;  if 
a  u  were  not  fo,  I  would  have  told  you  :  I  go  to  prepare  a 
«  place  for  you.  And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you 
“I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you  w  mylelf ;  that 
“  where  I  am,  there  you  may  alio  be  (t).  —  Go, 


If)  Num.  xxiii.  19.  fe)  PM  yvli-  s 
[h)  pfal.  Ixviii.  i4-  (i)  PM-  Cen'  ^  ’X‘  l8' 

(/)  Pfal.  xxxvi.  9,  to-  (>»)  pM-  * I1'11'  . 
■„\.pLl  xvii.  >5-  (»)  2  Tim.  i.  3.  (P)  Pfal-  xvi.  f. 

(J  iThef.ir.  i4-  (0  J°hn  *•  28'  (j)  Jokn  vl-  4°‘ 

M  [t)  John  xiv.  i,  2.3. 
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“  my  brethren,  I  afcend  unto  my  Father  and  your  Father] 
u  and  to  my  God  and  your  God  \  u) — u  Father  I  will, 
u  that  thole  whom  thou  halt  given  me,  be  with  me  where 
“  I  am,  that  they  may  behold  my  glory  which  thou  halt 
u  given  me  ]  that  the  love  wlnffe with  thou  haft  loved  me, 
“  may  be  in  them,  and  I  in  them  (x).” — u  Fie  that  tedi- 
u  fieth  thefe  things,  faith.  Surely  I  come  quickly.  Amen, 
u  even  To  come,  Lord  Jefus  (y).” — “  O  death,  where  is 
u  thy  fling  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ?  Thanks  be  to 
u  God  who  has  given  us  the  victory  through  our  Lordje- 
u  fus  ChrilF '(z)/> 

§  12.  Thus  may  that  God,  u  who  knows  the  fouls  of 
u  his  children  in  all  their  adverfities  (a)f  and  in  whofe 
light  u  the  death  of  his  faints  is  precious  cheer  and 

fupport  you  and  me  in  thole  lad  extremities  of  nature  ! 
May  he  add  us  to  the  happy  number  of  thofe  who  have 
been  more  than  conquerors  in  death  !  and  may  he  give  us 
thofe  fupplies  of  his  Spirit,  which  may  enable  us  to  pour 
out  our  departing  fouls  in  Inch  fentiments  as  thofe  I  would 
now  fugged  ?  though  we  fliould  be  no  longer  able  to  utter 
words,  or  to  underhand  them  if  they  were  to  be  read  to  us  ! 
Let  us  at  lead  review  them  with  ail  proper  affections  now, 
and  lav  up  one  prayer  more  for  that  awful  moment  !  Oh 
that  this,  and  all  we  have  ever  offered  with  regard  to  it, 
u  may  then  come  in  remembrance  before  God  (c)  V* 

Medi  tation  and  Pr  a  yer  fuited  to  the  Cafe  of  a  dying 

Chrijlian. 

OTH0U  fupreme  Ruler  of  the  vilible  and  invifible 
worlds  1  thou  Sovereign  of  life  and  of  death  ;  of 
earth  and  of  heaven  1  Bleded  be  thy  name,  I  have  often 
been  taught  to  feek  thee.  And  now  once  more  do  I  pour 
out  my  foul,  my  departing  foul,  unto  thee.  Bow  down 
thy  gracious  ear,  O  God,  and  let  my  cry  come  before  thee 
with  acceptance  ! 

The  hour  is  come  when  thou  wilt  feparate  me  from  this 
world,  with  which  I  have  been  lb  long  and  fo  familiarly 

(11)  John  xx.  17,  (x)  John  xvii.  24,  20. 

( y )  Re  v.  xxii.  20.  (z)  Cor.  xv.  55,  J7, 

(a)  Pfal.  xxxi.  7.  {b)  Pfai.cKvi.j5. 

(v)  Alls  x,  4,31* 
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acquainted,  and  lead  me  to  another  as  yet  unknown 
Enable  me,  I  befeech  thee,  to  make  the  exchange  as  be¬ 
comes  a  child  of  Abraham,  who  being  u  called  of  thee  to 
u  receive  an  inheritance,  obeyed,  and  went  out,  though  he 
u  knew  not  oarticularly  whither  he  went  (//),’’  as  becomes 
a  child  of  God,  who  knows  that,  through  fovereign  grace, 
“  it  is  his  Father’s  good  pleafure  to  give  him  the  kingdom 


I  acknowledge,  O  Lord,  the  juftice  of  that  fentence 
•by  which  I  am  expiring ;  and  own  thy  wifdom  and 
goodness  in  appointing  my  journey  through  this  gloomy 
vale  which  is  now  before  me.  Help  me  to  turn  it  into  the 
happy  occafion  of  honouring  thee,  and  adorning  my  pro¬ 
fusion  !  and  I  will  blefs  the  pangs  by  which  thou  art  glo¬ 
rified,  when  this  mortal  and  finful  part  of  my  nature  is  dii- 
folved. 

Gracious  Father,  I  would  not  quit  this' earth  ©f  thine, 
and  this  houfe  of  clay  in  which  I  have  fojourned  during 
my  abode  upon  the  face  of  it,  without  my  grateful  acknow¬ 
ledgments  to  thee,  for  all  that  abundant  goodnefs  which  thou 
hah;  caufed  to  pafs  before  me  here  ( f ).  With  my  dying 
breath  I  bear  witnefs  to  thy  faithful  care.  I  have  wanted 
no  good  thing  (g').  I  thank  thee,  O  my  God,  that  this 
guilty,  forfeited,  unprofitable  life,  was  fo  long  fpared: 
that  it  has  been  {till  maintained  by  Inch  a  rich  variety  of 
thy  bounty.  X  thank  thee  that  thon  haft  made  this  be¬ 
ginning  of  my  exiftence  1  o  pleafant  to  me.  I  thank  thee 
for  the  mercies  of  my  days  and  nights,  of  my  months  and 
years,  which  are  now  come  to  their  period  :  I  thank  thee 
for  the  mercies  of  my  infancy^  and  for  thole  of  my  riper 
age  5  for  all  the  agreeable  friends  which  thou  haft  given 
me  in  this  houfe  of  m  v  pilgrimage,  the  living  and  the  dead  ; 
for  all  the  help  I  have  received  from  others,  and  for  all 
the  opportunities  which  thou  haft  given  me  of  being  help¬ 
ful  to  the  bodies  or  fouls  of*  my  brethren  of  mankind. 
Surely  goodnefs  and  mercy  have  followed  me  all  the  day  s 
of  my  life  (4),  and  X  have  reafon  to  rife  a  thankful  gueft 
from  the  various  and  pleafant  entertainments  with  which 
my  table  has  been  furnifhed  by  thee.  Nor  lnall  I  have 


(d)  Heb.  xi.  8.  (e)  Luke  xii. 
(g)  PfaL  xxxiv.  1®. 


2.  (f)  Exod.  xxxiii.  19. 
(4)  PfaL  xxiii.  6. 
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rcafon  to  repine,  or  10  grieve,  at  quitting  them  :  for,  O  my 
God,  are  thy  bounties  exhausted  ?  I  know  that  they  are  not. 
I  will  not  wrong  thy  goodnefs  and  thy  faithfulnefs  fo  much 
as  t0  imagine,  that  becaule  I  am  going  from  this  earth,  I 
am  gomg  from  happinefs.  I  adore  thy  mercy,  that  thou 
haft  taught  me  to  entertain  nobler  views  through  Jefus  thy 
Son.  I  bleis  thee  With  all  the  powers  of  ray  nature,  that 
I  ever  heard  of  his  name,  and  of  his  death  :  and  would 
fain  exert  a  more  vigorous  aft  of  thankful  adoration  than 
in  this  broken  irate  I  am  capable  of,  while  I  am  extolling 
thee  for  the  riches  of  thy  grace  manifested  in  him;  for  his 
inftruftions  and  his  example,  for  his  blood  and  his  righte- 
o.ufnefs,  and  for  that  blefted  Spirit  of  thine  which  thou  haft 
given  me,  to  turn  my  ftnful  heart  unto  thyfelf,  and  to  bring 
me  into  the  bonds  of  thy  covenant;  of  that  fure  covenant^ 
which  is  “  ordered  in  all  things  and  fure  (/),”  and  which 
tins  death,  though  now  feparating  my  foul  from  my  bodr 
iiiall  never  be  able  to  diffolve.  ? 

I  bids  thee,  O  Lord,  that  I  am  not  dying  in  an  Un re¬ 
generate  and  impenitent  ftate  :  but  that  thou  didft  gra- 
c  1 011  fly  awaken  and  convince  me  ;  that  thou  didft  renew 
and  uwdify  heart,  and  didft  by  thy  good  Spirit  work 
m  it  an  unfeigned  faith,  areal  repentance,  and  the  begin - 
nuig  o|  a  ci i vine  life.  I  thank  thee  for  ministers  and  ordi- 
iumces  I  tnank  thee  for  my  iabbaths,  and  my  facr'ament- 
day3  >  iov  lhe  weekly  and  monthly  refrefhments  which  they 
gave  me:  I  thank  thee  for  the  fruits  of  Canaan,  which 
were  .font  me  in  the  wildernefs,  and  are  now  fern  me  on 
the  bnnk.  of  Jordan.  I  thank  thee  for  thy  blefted  word 
and  for  them  exceeding  rich  and  precious  promiles  of  ft 
wmch  now  lie  as  a  cordial  warm  at.  my  heart  in  this  chillftr 
hour  ;  promifes  of  fupport  in  death,  and  of  glory  beyond 
it,  and  or  the  refurrcaion  of  my  body  to  everlafthio-pm 
o  my  God,  I  firmly  believe  .hem  all,  great  and  wfnfc 

«  Lf:ey  fe’  a"d  am  “  w.aitinS  for  the  acconipliffinient 

hem  tiirough  jelus  Chrift ;  in  whom  thev  are  all  yea 

,<  a"d  d  •  ”  Remember  thy  word  unto'  thy  fervant 
on  which  thou  haft  cauled  me  to  hope  (l\  !”  j  C(J,  ’ 

nanteo  with  thee  not  for  worldly  enjoyments,  which  thy  love 

taught  me  comparatively  to  delpjfe  j  but  for  eternal  life, 

{‘)  2  Sam.  xxm.  j-  (if)  2  Cor.  i,  20.  (/)  PfaI.  cx;x,  40t 
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as  u  gift  of  thy  free  grace  through  Jefus  C brill  my  Lord 
a  \  ni)  ;  ’  and  now  permit  me,  in  his  name,  to  enter  my 
humble  claim  to  it  !  Permit  me  to  confign  this  departing 
ipirit  into  thine  hand  ;  for  44  thou  haft  redeemed  it,  O 
44  Lord  God  of  truth  \n)  ?”  I  am  thine,  fave  me  ^0)  and 
make  me  happy  1 

But  may  I  indeed  prefume  to  fay,  I  am  thinje  I  O  God, 
now  I  ant  (landing  on  the  borders  of  both  worlds ;  now 
I  view  things  as  in  the  light  of  thy  prefence  and  of  eter¬ 
nity  ;  how  unworthy  do  I  appear,  that  I  lliould  be  taken 
to  dwell  with  thy  angels  and  faints  in  glory  1  Alas,  I 
have  reafon  to  look  back  with  deep  humiliation  on  a  poor 
unprofitable  fmful  life,  in  which  I  have  daily  been  deierv- 
jncr  to  be  call  into  hell.  .  But  I  have  this  one  comfortable 
refle&ion,  that  I  have  fled  to  the  crofs  of  Curift  :  and  I 
now  renew  my  application  to  it.  To  think  of  appearing 
before  God  in  fuch  an  imperfed  righteoufnefs  as  my  own, 
were  ten  thou  fan  d  times  world  than  death.  No,  Lord  ! 

I  come  unto  thee  as  a  fmner  ;  but  as  a  finner  who  has  be¬ 
lieved  in  thy  Son  for  pardon  and  life  :  I  fall  down  before 
thee  as  a  guilty  polluted  wretch  ;  but  thou  haft  made  him 
to  be  unto  thy  people  for  wifdom  and  righteoufnefs,  for 
fandlification  and  redemption  (/>).  Let  me  have  my  lot 
among  the  followers  of  Jefus  !  Treat  me  as  thou  treated 
ihofe  who  are  his  friends  and  his  brethren  !  For  thou  know- 
ed  that  my  toul  has  loved  him,  and  tt lifted  on  him,  and 
foiemnly  ventured  itfelf  on  the  fecurity  of  his  gofpel.  And 
44  I  know  in  whom  I  have  believed  (<?).’’  The  infernal 
lien  may  attempt  to  difmay  me  in  this  awful  paffage  :  but 
I  rejoice  that  I  am  in  the  hands  of  the  good  Shepherd  (r)  ; 
onfr  defv  all  my  ipiritua!  enemies,  in  a  chearful  depend- 
e"ce  on  Ws  faithful  care.  I  lift  up  my  eyes  and  my  heart 
to  him,  who  “  was  dead  and  is  alive  again  ;  and  behold 
a  j)e  ji’ygs  f0r  evermore,  and  hath  the  keys  of  death,  and 
«  0f  the  unfeen  world  {sj.”  Blefied  Jefus,  I  die  by  thine 
hand  and  I  fear  no  harm  from  the  hand  of  a  Saviour  .  X 
fear  not  that  death  which  is  allotted  to  me  by  the  hand  of 
my  deareft  Lord,  who  himfelf  died  to  make  it  fafe  and 

(m)  Pom.  vi.  23.  (»)  P/al.  axi.  5-  (»)  FfaL  cxix.  94. 
V  (p)  1  Cor.  i.  30.  (?)  2  Tim.vn  1.  21. 

(r)  2  Car.x.  11,28.  {s)Bev.v  1.18. 
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happy.  \  come,  Lord,  1  coma,  not  only  with  a  willing 
bu  with  a  joyful  content.  I  thank  thee  that  thou  remem¬ 
bered  me  for  rood;  that  thou  art  breaking  my _  chants 
and  calling  me  to  “  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  childien  o 
“God  (?).’’  I  thank  thee  that  thou  wilt  no  ongei  ]  ci- 
mit  me  to  live  at  a  diftance  from  thine  arms ;  but  after  this 
I  n  abf-nce  wilt  have  me  at  home,  at  aome  foi  evei. 

1  »  *>  ™«  f  ***?■ 

is  now  dawnin'*  upon  me;  but  thou  knoweft  how,  gia- 

ciousLard,  to  let  it  upon  my  foul  by  j  f 
4  make  thy  itrength  perteft  m  my  wea^nef  (•  )•  1 

more,  for  the  kit  time,  would  I  look  down  on  tins  pool 
world,  which  I  am  going  to  quit,  and  breathe  on  mv  oy 
ing  vows  for  its  prol'perity,  and  that  of  thv  c  -  '  , 

I  have  loved  it,  O  Lord,  as  a  living  member  of  thy  booy  ; 
and  I  love  it  to  the  Salt.  I  humbly  befeecn  thee,  theic- 
fore,  that  thou  wilt  guard  it,  and  purify  .t  and  unm  n 
more  and  more  !  Send  down  more  or  thy  blefild  Spun  up¬ 
on  it,  even  the  Spi.it  ofwifdom,  of  holme  fs,  and  of  love;, 
till  in  due  time  “  the  wildernels  be  turned  into  a  gaioen 
“  of  the  Lord  (*),”  and  all  flefil  fliall  fee  thy  fa.vation 

44  hO  r’ 

And  as  for  me,  bear  me,  O  my  heavenly  Father,  on 
the  wings  of  everlaft  ng  love,  to  that  peaceful,  that  uoty, 
and  joyous  abode,  which  thy  mercy  has  prepared  roi  me, 
and  which  the  blood  of  my  Redeemer  hath  puicna.eu  . 
Bear  me  “  to  the  general  aflemhly  and  cnurch  of  the  frft 
“born,  to  the  innumerable  company  of  angels,  and  to 
“  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perieft  ,z).  And  wiiat- 
everthia  flefli  may.  fuffer,  let  my  fteady  fold  be  delight¬ 
fully  fixed  on  that  glory  to  which  it  is  ranee.  .  Let  raitn 
perform  its  lad  office  in  an  honourable  manner  •  Let  my 
few  remaining  moments  on  earth  be  fpent  for  thy  glory; 
and  fo  let  me  afeend,  with  love  in  my  heart,  and  praife 
on  my  faulting  tongue,  to  the  world  where  love  and 
praife  fliall  be  complete  !  be  this  my  laft  fong  on  ca.  s 


(t)  Rom.  viii.  2  r. 
(x)  Ifa.  li.  3> 

(z)  Heb.  xii.  22,  23- 


(u)  2  Cor.  xii.  9. 
(yj  Luke  iii.  6* 
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which  r  am  going  to  tune  In  heaven  ;  “  Bleffing,  and  ho- 

nour  and  glory,  and  power,  be  unto  him  that  fitteth 

on  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever 
[a)>  Amen. 


(-a)  Rev.  y.  13* 


T  H  ?  END. 


» 


S  E  R  M  O  N, .  &c. 


Luke  x.  42.  former  Part — One  thing  is  needful . 


[was  the  amiable  character  of  our  blcfTed  Redeemer, 


A  that  he  went  about  doing  good  [a).  This  great  motive, 
which  animated  all  his  actions,  brought  him  to  the  houfe 
of  his  friend  Lazarus  at  Bethany,  and  directed  his  beha¬ 
viour  there.  Though  it  was  a  feafon  of  recefs  from  pub¬ 
lic  labour,  our  Lord  brought  the  fentiments  and  the  pious 
cares  of  a  preacher  of  rigbteoufhefs  into  the  parlor  of  a 
friend  ;  and  there  his  doctrine  dropped  as  the  rain,  and 
diddled  as  the  dew,  on  the  little  happy  circle  that  were: 
then  furroandlng  him.  Mary,  the  filler  of  Lazarus,  with 
great  delight,  made  one  among!  them  ;  file  let  her felf 
down  at  the  feet  of  Jefus,  in  the  pofiure  of  an  humble  dif- 
ciple  ;  and  we  have  a  great  deal  of  reafon  to  believe,  that 
Martha  his  other  filler,  would  gladly  have  been  with  her 
there;  but  domedic  care  prelied  .hard  upon  her,  and  file 
iras  cumbered  with  much  ferving,  being  perhaps  too  foli- 
citous  to  prepare  a  fumptuous  entertainment  for  her  heaven¬ 
ly  Mader,  and  the  train  that  attended  him.  Happy  are 
they  that  in  a  crowd  of  bufinefs  do  not  lofe  fomething  of 
the  fpirituality  of  their  minds,  and  of  the  compofure  and 
fweetnefs  of  their  tempers  !  This  good  woman  comes  to 
our  Lord  with  too  impatient  a  complaint  ;  in  finuating  feme 
little  refle&ion,  not  only  on  Mary,  but  on  himfclf  too. 
Lord ,  do/}  thou  'not  care  that  my  fifter  hath  left  me  to' 
ferve -alonel  Bid  her  therefore -that  fie  help  me  (A. 
Our  Lord,  willing  to  take  all  opportunities  of  fuggeding 
ufeful  thoughts,  anfwers  her  in  thefe  words,  of  which  the 
text  is  a  part. — Martha,  Martha,  thou  art  careful  and 
troubled  about  many  things,  but  one  thing  is  needful,  and 
Mary  has  chofen  thpt  good  part,  which  fiiall  not  be  teken 
away  from  her,  q.  d.  Alas,  Martha!  the  concerns  of  the 
foul  are  of  fo  much  greater  importance  than  thofe  of  the 
body,  that  I  cannot  blame  your  filler  on  this  occ  alien  :  I. 


[a)  ACts  x.  38.  (b)  Luke  x.  40, 
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rather  recommend  her  to  your  imitation,  and  caution  ycu^ 
and  all  my  other  friends,  to  be  much  on  ysur  guard  that, 
in  the  mid  It  of  your  worldly  cares,  you  do  notlofe  the  light 
of  that  which  lo  much  better  deferves  your  attention. 

I  fhall  confider  thefe  words,  One  thing  is  needful, 
as  a  kind  of  Aphorifm,  or  wife  and  weighty  fentence, 
dropped  from  the  mouth  of  ourblelfed  Redeemer,  and  evi¬ 
dently  worthy  of  our  molt,  ferious  regard.  In  handling 
them  I  lhall,  w 

I.  Confider  what  we  are  to  underltand  by. the  one  thing, 

here  fpoken  of. 

II.  Shew  you  what  is  intended  when  it  is  reprefented  as 

the  one  thing  needful. 

III.  I  will  Ihew  how  jultly  it  may  be  fo  reprefented,  or 

prove  that  it  is  indeed  the  one  thing  needful. 
tV.  Conclude  with  fome  reflections  and  application. 

My  friends,  the  words  which  are  now  before  us  are,  to* 
this  day,  as  true  as  they  were  feventeen  hundred  years  a- 
go.  Set  your  hearts  to  attend  to  them.  Oh  that  you. 
might,  by  divine  grace,  be  awakened  to  hear  them  with  a. 
due  regard,  and  might  be  fo  imprelled  with  the  plain  and. 
ferious  things  which  are  now  to  be  fpoken,  as  you  probably- 
would,  if  I  were  fpeaking  by  your  dying  beds,  and  you. 
had  the  full  exercife  of  your  reafon,  and  the  near  and  live¬ 
ly  view  of  eternity  1 

I.  I  am  briefly  to  confider  what  we  are  to  underfland 
by  the  one  thing  needful. 

Now,  I  anfwerin  a  few  words,  it  isthecare  of  the  foul,., 
oppofed,  as  you  fee  in  the  text,  to  the  care,  i.  e <  the  ex- 
ceflive  care  of  the  body.;  for  which  Martha  was  gently  ad- 
m on i filed  by  our  Lore!..  This  is  a  general  anfwer,  and  it 
comprehends  a  variety  of  important  particulars,,  which  is 
the  bufmefs  of  our  miniftry  often  to  open  to  you  at  large  : 
The  care  of  the  foul  implies  a  readinefs  to  hear  the  words 
ofChrifl,  to  fet  ourfelves  with  Mary  at  his  feet,  and  to 
receive  both  the  law  and  the  gofpel  from  his  mouth.  It 
fuppofes  that  we  learn  from  this  divine  teacher  the  worth 
of  our  fouls,  their  danger,  and  their  remedy.  1  hat  we 
become  above  all  things  felicitous  about  their  eternal  ial- 
ration.  That  heartily  repenting  of  all  our  fins,. and  cor^- 


m  tht  one  Thing  neUfuK  a^> 

dially  believing  the  everlafliqg  gofpel,  we  receive  the  Lord 
jefos  Chrift  for  rigktaoufnefs  and  life,  rafting  our  fouls  on 
tiie  value  of  his  atonement,  and  the  efficacy  of  his  grace. 

It  imports  the  fincere  dedication  of  ourfelves  to  the  forvfoe. 
of  God,  and  a  faithful  adherence  to  it,  notwithflanding 
all  the’oppofiiions  arifmg  from  inward  corruptions  or  out¬ 
ward  temptations,  and  a  refoiute  perfev&rance  in  the  way 
of  gofpel  dependence,  till  we  receive  the  end  of  our  faith 
hi  Jar  complete  falvation.  This  is  the  one  tiling  neeoiu!,-, 
reprefented  indeed  in  various  feriptures  by  various  names. 
Sometimes  it  is  called  regeneration,  or  the  new  creature, 
becaufe  it  is  the  bleiled  work  of  God’s  efficacious  grace. 
Sometimes  the  fear  of  God,  and  fometimes  his  love,  and 
the  keeping  of  his  commandments;  and  very  frequently 
in  the  New  Teflament  it  ;s  called  faith,  or  receiving  Chrifl,.. 
and  believing  on  him,  which  therefore  is  reprefented  as 
the  great  work  of  God  (c)  ;  /.  e.  the  great  thing  which 
God  in  his  glorious  gofpel  requires,  as  well  as  by  his  Spi¬ 
rit  produces  in  us.  Each  of  thefe,  if  rightly  underflood  and 

explained,  comprehends  all  that  I  have  faid  on  this  head. 
On  the  whole,  we  may  fay,  that,  as  the  body  is  one, 
though  it  has  many  members,  and  the  foul  is  one,  though- 
it  has  many  faculties,  fo  in  the  prefent  cafe,  this  real,  vital 
religion  is  one  thing,  one  facred  principle  of  divine  life,, 
bringing  us  to  attend  to  the  care  of  our  fouls,  as  of  our 
great  eft  treafure.  It  is  one  thing,  notwithflanding  all  the 
variety  of  views,  in  which  it  may  be  confidered,  and  of  ■ 
characters  under  which  it  may  be  defciibed.  I  proceed, 

II.  To  confider  what  may  be  intended  in  the  reprefen- 
ration  which  is  here  made  of  it,  as  the  one  thing  needful. 

Now  I  think  it  naturally  includes  thefe  three  particu¬ 
lars  :  it  is  a  matter  of  univerfal  concern,  of  the  high  eft 
importance,  and  of  fo  cornprehenfive  a  nature,  that  every 
thing  which  is  truly  worthy  of  our  regard,  may  fee  confi¬ 
dered  as  included  in  it,  or  fublervient  to  it.  Let  me  a  lit¬ 
tle  illufferate  each  of  thefe  particulars,  reserving  the  proof 
of  what  I  now  aifert  to  the  third  general,  where  it  will 
abundantly  appear. 

i.  The  care  of  the  foul  may  be  called  the  one  things 
needful,  u  as  it  is  matter  of  univerfal  concern. 

(c)  Johns i.  % 


The  Care  of  the  Soul  urged 

Our  Lord  you  fee  fpeaks  of  it  as  needful  in  the  general. 
He  fays  not  for  this  or  that  particular  perfon  ;  or  for  thofe 
ofiucli  an  age,  ftation,  or  circumftance  in  life,  but  needful 
for  all.  And  indeed,  when  dilcourfmg  on  fuch  a  fubjed, 
one  might  properly  introduce  it  with  thefe  folemn  words  of 
the  Pfalmid.  Give  ear  all  ye  people ,  hear  all  ye  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  earth ,  both  high  and  low ,  rich  and  poor  toge¬ 
ther  ( d ).  For  it  is  the  concern  of  all,  from  the  king  that 
fits  upon  the  throne,  to  the  fervant  that  grindeth  at  jfche 
mill,  or  the  beggar  that  lieth  upon  the  dunghill.  It  is 
needful  for  us  that  are  minifters,  for  our  own  falvation  is 
concerned.  And  woe,  infupportable -woe, 'will  be  to  ©ur 
fouls,  if  we  think  it  enough  to  recommend  it  to  others,  to 
talk  of  it  in  a  warm,  or  an  awful  manner,  in  public  afiem- 
blies,  or  in  our  private  converfe ;  while  it  doth  not  pene¬ 
trate  our  hearts  as  our  own  greatefl  cate.  Our  cafe  will 
then  be  like  that  of  the  Ifraelitiih  Lord  in  Samaria  (e)9 
who  was  employed  to  didribute  the  corn  when  the  fege 
was  railed,  feeing  it  with  our  eyes,  and  difpenfng  it  with 
our  hands,  we  fliall  ourfelves  die  milerably,  without  tailing 
the  bleffings  we  impart.  It  is  needful  to  all  you  that  are  our> 
hearers,  without  the  exception  of  one  dingle  perfon.  It  is 
needful  to  you  that  are  rich,  though  it  may  on  fome  ac¬ 
counts  be  peculiarly  difficult  for  you  ;  even  as  difficult,  com¬ 
paratively  fpeaking,  as  for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye 
of  a  needle  (jf).  ;  yet  if  it  be  neglected,  you  are  poor  m 
the  midft  of  all  your  wealth,  and  miferable  in  all  your  a- 
bundance,  and  a  wretch  ftarving  for  hunger,  in  a  magni¬ 
ficent  palace  and  a  rich  drefs,  might  be  lefs  the  objed  ©f 
companion  than  you.  It  is  needful  for  you  that  are  poor 
though  you  are  difurefed  with  fo  many  anxious,  cares,  what 
you  (hall  eat9  and  what  you  fliall  dr  ink,  and  wherewithal 
you  fliall  be.  clothed  (g).  The  nature  that  makes  you  ca¬ 
pable  of  fuch  anxieties  as  thefe,  argues  your  much  great¬ 
er  concern  in  the  bread  which  endures  to  eternal  life  ( h ), 
than  in  that  by  which  this  mortal  body  mud  be  fupported. 

It  is  needful  for  you  that  are  advanced  in  years  ;  though 
your  drengthbe  impaired,  fo  that  th tgrafliopper  is  a  bur¬ 
then  (i)  ;  though  you  have  by  your  long  continuance  in 
fm  rendered  this  great  work  fo  hard,  that  were  it  lefs  kn- 

(d)  Pfal .  xlix.  i,  2,  (e)  2  Kings  vii.  2.  {f)  Mat.  x'x.  24. 
(g)  Mat .  vi.  31.  (h)  John  vi.  27.  (/)  Eccl.  xii.  5* 
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portant,  one  would  in  pity  let  you  alone  without  reminding 
you  of  it  5  yet,  late  as  it  is,  it  muft  be  done,  or  you  1  .  y 
heads  will  be  brought  down  to  the  grave  with  wrath,  an 
fmk  under  a  curie  aggravated  by  every  day  of  your  lives. 
It  is  needful  to  you  that  are  young  though  foliu  ed  ly  f° 
many  gav  vanities,  to  negledt  it;  though  it  may  ue  1  p.e- 
fentedVan  unfeafonable  care  at  prelent  yet  I  repeat  rt.  it 
is ,  needful  to  vou  ;  immediately  needful  uniels  you  who 
WSlk  l'o  frequently  over  the  dull  of  your  brethren  and  com¬ 
panions  that  died  in  the  bloom  and  vigour  of  their  cays, 
have  made  fome  fecret  covenant  with  the  grave  fot  >°ui- 
fefves,  and  found  out  fome  wonderful  method  hitherto  un¬ 
known,  of  fecuring  this  precarious  life,  and  of  anlwenng 
for  days  and  months  to  come,  while  others  cannot  anlwei 

for  one  fmgle  moment.  .  a  . 

2.  The  care  of  the  foul  is  u  a  matter  of  the  higheit  im- 

<<  portance  beyond  any  thing  which  can  be  brought  m 
comparifon  with  it. 

As  Solomon  fays  of  wifdom,  that  k  is  more  precious 
than  rubies;  and  that  all  things  which  can  be  defire  d.  are 
not  to  he  compared  with  her  (£)•.  So  may  I  piopei  y 
of  this  great  and  mod  important  branch  of  wifdom,  what¬ 
ever  can  be  laid  in  the  balance  with  it,  will  be  found  alto¬ 
gether  lighter  than  vanity.  This  is  ftrongly  implied  when 
it  is  faid  in  the  next  text,  one  thing  is  needful ;  q:  d.  One 
thing,  and  one  thing  alone  is  fo.  Juft  as  the  blefled  God 
is  faid  to  be  only  wife  (/)  and  only  holy  (m),  hecaufe  tne 
wifdom  and  holinefs  of  angels  and  men  is  as  nothing,  when 
compared  with  his.  What  feems  moft  great  and  mo  ft 
important  in  life,  what  kings  and  fenates,  what  the  wdeft 
and  greateft  of  this  world  are  employing  their  time,  their 
councils,  their  pens,  their  labours  upon,  are  trifles,  when 
compared  with  this  one  thing.  A  man  may  fuhfiih,  he  may 
in  fome  confiderable  meafure  he  happy,  without  learning, 
without  riches,  without  titles,  without  health,  without  li¬ 
berty,  without  friends:  nay,  though  the  life  be  more  than 
meat ,  and  the  body  than  raiment  (?z),  yet  he  may  be  happy, 
u'nfpeakably  happy,  without  the  body  itfeif.  But  he  can¬ 
not  be  fo  in  the  negleft  of  the  one  thing  needful.  I  mult 

[k)  Prov.  iii.  15.  (/)  2  Tim.  i.  17*  (m)  Rev.xv.  4* 

(»)  Mat.  vi.  2 5. 
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therefore  befpeak  your  regard  to  it  in  the  words  of  Mbfes, 
Ii  is  not  a  light  thing,  but  it  is  your  life  (o). 


con- 


is 


your  life  { o), 

3-  care  of  the  foul  is  of  fo  domprehenfive  a  nature 
that  every  thing  truly  worthy  of  our  regard  may  ‘ <  be  ’ 
iidered  as  included  in  it,  or  fubfervient  to  it.’’ 

>  David  ©bferves,  that  the  commandment  of  God  n 
exocet  mg  br  ead  (/>],  fo  may  we  fay  of  this  one  thing  need- 
111  i  and  as  Solomon  very  juftly  and  emphatically  ex- 
pie  es  it,  to  feai  God  and  keep  his  commandments  is 
ie  Wllole  of  man  5  his  whole  duty,  and  his  whole  intered  * 
and  every  thing  which  is  wife  and  rational  does  in  its 
proper  place  and  connexion  make  a  part  of  it.  We  Should 
judge  very  ill  concerning  the  nature  of  this  care,  if  we 
imagined,  that  it  confided  merely  in  ads  of  devotion  or  re¬ 
ligious  contemplation  ;  it  comprehends  all  the  lovely  and 
harmonious  bonds  of  iocial  and  human  virtues.  It  requires 
a  care  of  foeiety,  a  care  of  our  bodies,  and  of  our  temporal 
concerns ;  but  then  all  is  to  be  regulated,  dire&ed,  and 
animated  by  proper  regards  to  God,  Chrid,  and  immorta¬ 
lity.  Our  food,  and  our  red,  our  trades,  and  our  labours 
are  to  be  attended  to,  and  all  the  offices  of  humanity  per¬ 
formed  in  obedience  to  the  will  of  God,  for  the  glory  of 
Chrid,  and  in  a  view  to  the  improving  the  mind  in  a  grow¬ 
ing  meetnefs  for  a  date  of  complete  perfe$ioh.  Name 
any  thing  which  has  no  reference  at  all  to  this,  and  you 
name  a  worth lefs  trifle,  however  it  may  be  gilded  to  allure 
the  eye,  however  it  may  be  fvveetened  to  gratify  the  tade. 
Name  a  thing  which,  indead  of  thus  improving  the  foul, 
has  a  tendency  to  debafe  and  pollute,  to  endave  and  en¬ 
danger  it,  and  you  name  what  is  mod  unprofitable  and  mif- 
chievous,  be  the  wages  of  iniquity  ever  fo  great ;  mod  foul 
and  deformed,  be  it  in'lhe  eyes  of  men  ever  fo  honourable; 
or  in  their  cudoms  ever  fo  fafhionable.  Thus  I  have  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fhew  you  what  we  may  fuppofe  implied  in 
this  expreflion  of  the  one  thing  needful.  I  am  now, 

III.  To  fhew  you  with  how  much  propriety  the  care  of 
the  foul  may  be  represented  under  this  character,  as  the 
one  thing  needful,  as  a  matter  of  univerfal  and  mod  fcri- 
ous  concern,  to  which  every  thing  elfe  is  to  be  confidered 
as  fubfervient,  if  at  all  worthy  of  our  care  and  purfuit. 

(a)  Deut,  xxii.  47  (y>)  Pfal.cxix.  96. 
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Now  let  me  appeal  to  the  fentimerits  of  thole  who  mull:  be 
allowed  molt  capable  of  judging,  and  to  the  evident  reafon 
or  the  cale  itlelf,  as  it  rauft  appear  to  every  unprejudiced 
mind. 

1.  Let  me  argue  from  the  fentiments  of  thofe  who  muft 
be  allowed  mod  capable  of  judging  in  fuch  an  affair,  and 
we  fliall  quickly  fee  that  the  care  of  the  foul  appears  to 
them  the  one  thisg  needful. 

Is  the  judgment  of  the  bleffed  God  according  to  truth, 
how  evidently  and  how  folemnly  is  that  judgment  declar¬ 
ed  ?  I  will  not  fay  merely  in  this  or  the  other  particular 
paflage  of  his  word,  but  in  the  whole  feries  of  his  revelati¬ 
ons  to  the  children  of  men  ;  and  the  whole  tenor  of  hisad- 
dreffes  to  them.  Is  not  this  the  language  of  all,  from  the 
early  days  of  Job  and  Mofes,  to  the  conclufion  of  the  canon 
of  Scripture.  If  wifdom  be  hid  from  the  eyes  of  all  the 
living,  furely  God  underftandeth  the  way  thereof,  he  know- 
eth  the  place  thereof,  and  if  he  does,  it  is  plainly  pointed 
out,  for  unto  man  he  fill  faith ,  Behold  the  fear  of  the 
Lord,  that  is  wifdom ,  and  to  depart frem  evil ,  that  is  tin - 
-  finding  (q).  By  Mofes  therefore,  he  declared  to  the 
Itraelites,  that  to  do  the  commandments  of  the  Lord,  would 
be  their  wifdom  and  their  underflan  din  gin  the  light  of  the 
nations^  who  fliould  h?ar  his  flatures,  and  fay,  Surely  this 
is  a  vvile  and  underflanding  people  (r).  When  he  had 
railed  up  one  man  on  the  throne  of  I  fra?],  with  the  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  wifeft  that  ever  lived  upon  the  face  of  the  earth 
he  chofe  to  make  him  eminently  a  teacher  of  this  great 
truth.  And  now  all  that  he  fpoke  on  the  curious  and  lefs 
concerning  fubjetfs  of  natural  philofephv  is  loft,  thoigh  he 
fpoke  of  trees  from  the  cedar  to  the  hyjfop,  and  of  be  aft  s, 
and  of  fowls,  and  of  creep  i  things ,  and  of  fifties  (s)  • 

that  faying  is  preferred  in  which  he  teftifies  that  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of  wifdom  (/),  and  thofe  pro¬ 
verbs  m  almoft  every  line  of  which  they  who  ncgleftGod 
and  their  own  fouls  are  fpoken  of  as  fools,  as  if  that  were 
the  moft  proper  fignification  of  the  word,  while  the  religious 
alone-are  honoured  with  the  title  of  wife.  But,  in  this 
refpeft,  as  attefting  this  truth  in  the  name  of  God  and  his 
own,  a  greater  than  Solomon  is  here. 

(?)  Job  XX, m.  a  I,  23,  38.  (r)  Deut.  iv.  6. 

(>)  2  lings  vi.  33.  (?)  Prov.  i.  7.  ix.  16. 
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For  if  we  require  what  it  was  that  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifi: 
judged  to  be  the  one  thing  needful,  the  words  of  the  text 
contain  as  full  an  anfwer  as  can  be  imagined  ;  and  the  fen fe 
of  them  is  repeated  in  a  very  lively  and  emphatical  man¬ 
ner,  in  that  remarkable  paffage  wherein  our  Lord  not  only 
declares  his  own  judgment,  but  feems  to  appeal  to  the  con- 
fciences  of  all,  as  obliged  by  their  own  fecret  convictions 
to  fubferibe  to  the  truth  of  it.  What  is  a  man  profited , 
if  he  gain  the  whole  world ,  and  lofe  his  own  foul ,  or  what 
\ will  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  foul  ( u)  ?  If  it  were 
once  loll,  what  would  he  not  be  willing  to  give  to  redeem 
it.  But  it  depends  not  on  the  words  of  Chirft  alone.  Let 
his  actions,  his  bufferings,  his  blood,  nis  death,  fpeatt  what 
a  value  he  let  on  the  louls  of  men.  Is  it  to  ne  imagined, 
that  he  would  have  rehnqu tilled  heaven,  that  he  would  have 
dw^elt  upon  earth,  that  he  would  have  laboured  by  night 
and  by  dav,  and  at  laft  have  expireci  on  tne  ciols,  ior  a 
matter  of  light  importance  ?  Or  can  we  thinK  that  he,  in 
whom  dwells  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge, 
and  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily,  was  miftaken  in 
a  judgment  lb  deliberately  formed,  and  fo  folemnly  declar- 


If  after  this,  there  w^ere  room  to  mention  human  judg- 
nent  and  tedimonies,  how  ealy  would  it  be  to  produce  a 
:loud  of  witnelfes  in  fuch  a  caufe,  and  to  (hew  that  the 
vifeft  and  bed  of  men  in  all  ages  of  the  world  have  agreed 
n  this  point,  that,  ami dft  all  the  diverfties  of  opinion  and 
mofeffion,  which  fucceeding  generations  have  produced, 
his  has  been  the  unanimous  judgment,  this  the  common 
md  molt  felicitous  care  of  thofe,  whole  characters  are  molt 
ruly  valuable,  to  fecure  the  falvation  of  others. 

And  let  me  befeecb  you  ferioully  to  refleft  what  are  the 
diameters  of  thofe  who  have  taken  the  liberty,  modbold- 
y  and  freely  to  declare  their  judgment  on  the  contrary  tide  . 
Fhe  number  of  fuch  is  comparatively  few ;  and  wnen  you 
compare  what  you  have  obferved  of  their  temper  and  con- 

lua  I  will  not  fay  with  what  you  read  of  holy  men  of  ok., 

nit  with  what  you  have  already  jeenjn  the  famifm,  ac- 
e  and  zealous,  fervants  of  Chrift,  m  thefe  .alter  age., 

’  r>r\Vi  -  do  V  011  on  +  finH 
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(u)  Mat,  L  26. 
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that  the  rejecters  and  deriders  of  the  goipel,  are,  in  other 
relbefG.  lo  much  more  prudent  and  judicious,  io  much 
wiferfor  themielves,  and  for  others  that  are  influenced  by 
them,  as  that  you  can  be  in  reafon  obliged  to  pay  any  great 
deference  to  the  authority  of  a  few  Inch  names  as  thele, 
in  opposition  to  thole  to  which  they  are  here  oppoled  ? 

But  you  will  fay,  and  you  wiii  fay  it  too  truly,  though 
but  a  few  may  venture  in  words  to  declare  for  the  neglect 
of  the  foul  and  its  eternal  intereft,  the  greater  part  of 
mankind  do  it  in  their  actions.  But  are  the  greatet  part  of 
mankind  fo  wife,  and  fo  good,  as  implicitly  to  be  followed 
in  matters  of  the  higheft  importance  ?  And  do  not  multi¬ 
tudes  of  thele  declare  them  {elves  on  the  other  (ide,  in  their 
molt  ferious  moments  ?  When  the  intoxications  of  worldly 
bufineisand  pleafures  are  over,  and  fome  languishing  fick- 
Tiefs  forces  men  to  folitude  and  retirement ;  what  have  you 
generally  obferved  to  be  the  effedl  of  fuch  a  circumilance  ? 
Have  they  not  then  declared  themfelves  convinced  of  the 
truth  we  are  now  labouring  to  eftablifh  ?  Nay,  do  we  not 
foraetimes  fee  that  a  diftemper  that  feizes  the  mind  wi  ll  vi¬ 
olence,  yet  does  not  utterly  deftroy  its  reafoning  faculties, 
fixes  this  convi&ion  on  the  foul  in  a  few  hours,  nav,  (ome- 
times  in  a  few  moments?  Have  you  never  leen  a^gay, 
thoughtlefs  creature,  furprifed  in  the  giddy  round  of  plea¬ 
fures  and  anmfements,  and  presently  brought  not  only  to 
ferioufnefs,  but  terror  and  trembling,  by  the  near  views  of 
death?  Have  you  never  feen  the  man  of  bufmefsand  caie 
interrupted,  like  the  rich  foci  in  the  parable,  in  the  midll 
of  his  fchemes  for  the  prefent  world  ?  And  have  you  not 
heard  of  one  and  the  other  of  them  owning  the  vanity  of 
thofe  pleafures  and  cares,  which  but  a  few  days  ago,  were 
every  thing  to  them  ?  Confelling  that  religion  wras  the  one 
thing  needful,  and  recommending  it  to  others  with  an  ear- 
Ueftnefs,  as  if  they  hoped  thereby  to  atone  for  their  own 
former  negleft  ?  We  that  are  minifters  are  frequently  wit- 
nefles  to  fuch  things  as  thefe,  and  I  believe  few  of  our 
hearers  are  entire  grangers  to  them. 

And  once  more,  what  if,  to  the  teftrmony  of  the  dying, 
we  could  add  that  of  the  dead  ?  What  if  God  were  to*  turn 
afide  the  veil  which  feparates  between  us  and  the  invilible 
world,  and  to  permit  the  mofi  carelefs  (inner  in  the  alfem- 
bly  to  converfe  for  a  few  moments  with  the  inhabitants  of 

C  c 


i  he  Lai  c  of'  the  Soul  ut^ed 
it  ?  If  you  were  to  apply  yourfclf  to  a  happy  Jpirlr,  that 

\'odL  tlf;e,.moft  lh”n,-v  rode  t0  paradife,  or  palled  through 
the  tn oft  herv  trial,  and  to  alk  hint,  “  Was  it  worth  your 
while -io  lajoLir  io  much,  and  lo  endure  j'o  much  for 
what  ron  now  poflefs  ?”  Surely  if  the  bleffed  in  heaven 
were  capable^ of  indignation,  it  would  move  them  to  hear 
inat  it  mould  be  made  aqueftion,  •  And,  on  the  other  hand 


enjoyments  were  an  equivalent  for 
V  his  Patent  Offerings  and  defpair  ?  ”  What  anftver  do  you 
luppofehe  would  return?  Perhaps  an  anfwer  of  fo  much 
l*o*ioi  and  iage,  as  you  would  not  be  able  Jo  much  as  to 
endure.  Or  if  the  malignity  of  his  nature  fhould  prevent 
him  from  returning  any  an  Aver  at  all,  Purely  there  would 
be  a  language  even  in  that  filence,  a  language  in  the  dark- 
liels,  and  flames,  and  groans  of  that  infernal  prifon,  which 
would  fpeak  to  vour  very  foul  what  the  word  of  God  with 
equal  certainty,  though  with  lefs  forcible  conviction,  fpeak- 
ing  to  your  foul’s  ear,  that  one  thing  is  needful.  You  fee 
it  is  fo  in  the  judgment  of  God  the  Father,  and  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrifl,  of  the  wife  ft  and  belt  of  men,  of  many  who 
feemed  to  judge  molt  differently  of  it,  when  they  came  to 
more  deliberate  and  ferrous  thought*  and  not  only  of  the 
dying,  but  of  the  dead  too,  of  thole  who  have  experimen¬ 
tally  known  both  worlds,  and  molt  Purely  know  what  is  to 
be  preferred.  But  I  will  not  reft  the  whole  argument 
here,  I  add  therefore, 

2.  I  appeal  to  the  evident  reafons  of  the  cafe  itfelf,  as 
it  muft  appear  to  every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  the  care 
of  the  foul  is  indeed  the  one  thing  needful. 

I  ftill  consider  myfelf  as  fpeaking  not  to  Atheifts,  or  to 
Deifts,  but  to  thole  who  not  only  believe  the  exiftence  and 
providence  of  God,  and  a  future  ftate  of  hap'pinefs  and  nai¬ 
lery,  but  like  wife  who  credit  the  truth  of  the  Chrilfian  reve¬ 
lation,  as  many  undoubtedly  do  who  live  in  a  fatal  negledl 
of  God  and  their  own  fouls.  Now,  on  tliefe  principles,  a 
little  reflection  mav  be  fuiflcient  to  convince  you,  that  it  is 
needful  to  the  prelent  repofe  of  vour  own  mind,  needful, 
if  ever  you  .would  fecure  eternal  happinefs,  if  ever  you 
would  avoid  eternal  lrtifery,  which  will  be  aggravated,  ra¬ 
ttier  than  alleviated,  by  all  your  p  re  lent  enjoyments. 
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i.  The  cave  of  the  foul  is  the  one  thing  needful,  u  fe- 
“  caufe  without  it  you  cannot  lecure  the  peace  of  your  own 
44  mind,  nor  avoid  the  upbraidings  of  your  con  Icier: ce. 

That  noble  faculty  is  indeed,  as  you  are  olteu  told,  the 
vicegerent  of  God  in  the  louh  I  is  fenfible  of  the  uign i ■  y 
and  worth  of  an  immortal  fpirit,  and  will  lometimes  ciy  out 
of  the  violence  that  is  offered  to  it,  and  cry  fo  loud,  as  to 
compel  the  tinner  to  hear,  whether  he  will  or  no.  Do  you 
net  fometimes  find  it  yourlelves  ?  When  you  laboui  molt 
to  forget  the  concerns  ot  your  foul,  do  they  not  lomeiim  er 
force  them  1  elves  on  your  remembrance  ?  \  on  arc  afi  aid  of 
.  the  reflections  of  your  own  mind,  but  with  all  your  artifice 
and  all  your  refolution,  can  you  entirely  avoid  them  ?  Dees 
not  your  conlcience  follow  you  to  your  beds,  even  if  denied 
the  opportunity  of  meeting  you  in  your  clofe.ts,  and  though 
with  an  unwelcome  voice,  there  warn  you,  “  that  your  loth 
G  is  neglected,  and  will  quickly  he  loll  Does  it  not  fol¬ 
low- you  to  youffhops  and,  your  fields,  when  you  are  bulled 
there  ?  Nay,  I  will  add,  does  it  not  fometimes  follow  you 
to  the  feaff,  to  the  club,  to  the  dance,  and  perhaps,  arnidft 
all  i enhance,  to  the  theatre  too?  Dors  it  not  fometimes 
mingle  vour  iweeteft  draught  with  wormwood,  and  vour 
gayeft  feenes  with  horror  ?  So  that  you  are  lik-e  a  trades¬ 
man,  who,  fufpecting  his  affairs  to  be  in  a  nad  pofture, 
lays  up  his  books  and  his  papers,  yet  fometimes  they  will 
come  accidentally  in  his  way.  He  hardly  dares  to  look 
abroad,  for  fear  of  meeting  a  creditor,  or  an  arreil;  and 
"if  h^  labour;  to  forget  his  cares  and  his  danger-,  in  a  conn'd 
of 'luxury  at  home,  the  remembrance  is  fometimes  awaken¬ 
ed,  and  tire  alarm  increafcd,  by  tlrofe  very  extravagancies 
in  which  he  is  attempting  to  lofe  it.  Such,  no  doubt,  is 
the  cafe  of  feme  of  your  minds,  and  it  is  a  very  painful 
flats,  and  while  things  are  thus  within,  external  circum- 
flances  can  no  more  make  you  happy,  than  a  fine  chefs 
could  relieve  you  under  a  violent  fit  of  the  done.  Where¬ 


as,  if  this  great  affair  were  ie cured,  you 


might 

<  o 


deli  girt  ’  a 


reflection,  as  much  as  you  now  dread  it;  and  conference 
your  bitter  enemy,  would  become  a  delightful  friend,  and 
tire  teffimeny  of  it  your  greeted  rejoicing. 

2.  The  care  of  the  foul  is  the  one  tiling  needful,  u  he- 
“  caufe  without  it  you  can, net  poflibly  {ecu  re  your  eternal 
u  happinefs.  ’ 
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as  £  °f  6v*ia£Wl,S  glory  is  not  fureJy  fuch  a  trifle- 

-  to  be  thrown  away  on  a  carelefs  creature,  that  will. 

I  m  g0°d  e^;nea  Pljriue  it-  Cod  doth  ordinarily  deal 
h”3’,  even  WIth  rhe  bounties  of  his  common  providence, 
whicn  are  comparatively  of  little  value.  As  to  thefe,  the 
and  m  ne  diligent  generally  makes  rich,  and  he  would 
be  J, ought  diftrafted,  rather  than  prudent,  who  fhould  ex- 
re^  to  get  an  effete,  merely  by  wifhing  for  it,  or  without 
ome  relolute  and  continued  application  to  a  proper  courfe 
?  action  for  t  hat  purpofe.  Now,  that  we  may  not  foolilh- 
Jy  o ream  ot  obtaining  heaven,  in  the  midd  of  a  courfe  of 
mo  ole  nee  and  doth,  we  are  ezprefsly  told  in  the  word  of 
yod,  that  the  kingdom  of  heaven  fuffers  violence,  and  the 
violent  take  it  by  force  (x).  And  we  are  therefore  ex¬ 
horted  m  drive,  with  the  greated  intenfenefs,.  and  eager- 
ne  s  01  mind,  as  the  word  properly  flgnifles,  to  enter  in  at 
tiie  liraight  gate,  for  this  great  and  important  reafon,  becaufe 
many  fall  an  other  day ,  feek  to  enter  in,  and  fall  not  be 
aaie  (y).  Nay,  when  our  Lord  makes  the  molt  gracious 
piomiies  to  the  humble  petitioner,  he  does  it  in  fuch  a  man* 

Pei.as  fo  exCjl'de  the  hopes  of  thole,  who  are  carelefs  and 
indifferent. — Aft,  audit  fall  be  given  yon:  fed,  and  you 
fall  find  ;  knock ,  and  it  fall  be  opened  unto  you  (2O. 

If  therefore  you  uo  not  afk,  feek,  and  knock,  the  door  of 

mercy  will  not  be  opened,  and  eternal  happinefs  will  be 
Jod. 

And  finely  if  I  could  fay  no  more  as  to  the  fatal  confe¬ 
rences^  your  neglecf,  than  this,  that  eternal  happinefs 
will  oe  10ft,  I  ill  on  hi  fay  enough  to  imprefs  every  mind 
that' con  /Id  ers  what  eternity  means.  To  fail  into  a  date 
©f  everlading  forgetrulnels,  might  indeed  appear  a  refuge 
to  a  mind  filled  with  the  apprehenflon  of  future  miferv. 

O  how  dreadful  a  refuge  is  it  i  Surely  it  is  fuch  a  re¬ 
fuge  as  a  vad  precipice,  from  which  a  man  falling,  would 
be  dallied  to  pieces  in  a  moment,  might  appear  to  a  perfon 
piwfued  by  the  officers  ofjudice,  that  he  might  be  brought 
out  to  a  pamlul  and  lingering  execution.  If  an  extrava¬ 
gant  youth  would  have  reafon  to  look  around  with  anguiih 
on  fome  fair  and  ample  paternal  inheritance,  which  he  had 
fold  or  forfeited  merely  for  the  riot  of  a  lew  days:  how 


(y)  LikexL  2-4*  (")  AJat'vYu  7. 


(x)  Alai.  xi.  12. 
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much  more  melancholy  would  it  be  lor  a  rational  mind  to 
think  that  its  eternal  happineis  is  loft  for  any  earthly  con- 
fideration  whatever.  Tormenting  thought  1  had  I  attend¬ 
ed  to  the  one  thing  which  I  have  neglected,  I  might  have 
been  great  and  happy  beyond  expreffion,  beyond  concepti¬ 
on..  Not  merely  for  the  little  fpan  of  ten  thoufand  thou- 
fan  d  ages,  but  FOR  EVER.  So  that  the  monvent  would 
have  come,  when,  if  it  had  been  allied  concerning  me, 
“  How  long  has  that  glorious  fpirit  been  an  inhabitant  of 
u  heaven?  How  long  has  it  been  enjoying  God,  and  its 
“  felf  in  that  Rate  of  perfection  P  The  aniwer  would  have 
been  fuch,  that  no  line  of  any  determinate  finite  length 
would  have  been  fufficient  to  have  contained  the  number 
of  ages,  no  time  can  be  alligned  fufficient  to  figure  them 
down.  This  is  eternity,  but  I  have  loft  it,  and  am  now  on 
the  verge  of  being.  This  lamp,  which  might  have  out- 
lafted  thole  of  the  firmament,  will  prefentlybe  extinguished, 
and  I  blotted  out  from  amongft  the  works  of  God,  and  cut 
off  from  all  the  bounties  of  his  hand.  Would  not  this  be 
a  very  miferable  cafe,  if  this  were  all ?  And  would  it  not 
be  fufficient  to  prove  this  to  be  the  better  part,  which,  as 
our  Lord  obferves,  can  never  be  taken  away?  But,  God 
forbid,  that  we  ftiould  be  fo  unfaithful  to  him,  and  to  the 
fouls  of  men,  as  to  reft  in  fuch  a  reprefentation  alone.  I 
therefore  add  once  more, 

3.  The  care  of  the  foul  is  the  one  thing  needful,  be- 
caufe  without  it,  you  cannot  avoid  a  flat e  of  eternal  mife- 
ry,  which  will  be  aggravated,  rather  than  alleviated  by  all 
your  prefent  enjoyments. 

Nothing  can  be  more  evident  from  the  word  of  the  God 
of  truth.  It  there  plainly  appears  to  be  a  determined  cafe, 
which  leaves  no  room  for  a  more  favourable  conjecture  or 
hope.  The  wicked  (hall  be  turned  into  hell,  even  all  the 
nations  that  lorget  God.  They  flia.ll  g;o  away  into  ever- 
Jafting  punifhment,  into  a  ftare  where  they  ihall  in  vain" 
wifh  for  death,  and  ihall  not  be  able  to  find  it.  Oh  !  firs, 
his  a  certain,  but  an  awful  truth,  that  your  fouls  will  be 
thinking  and  immortal  beings,  even  in  fpight  of  themfelves. 
They  may  indeed  torment,  but  they  cannot  deftroy  them- 
felves.  They  can  no  more  fufpend  their  power,  thought 
and  perception,  than  a  mirror  its  property  of  lefiefting  rays 
that  fall  on  its  furface.  Ho  yon  fufneCl  the  contrary  ? 

C  c  2 


3'o® 
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Make  the  trial  immediately.  Command  your  minds  to 
ceaien-om  thinking  hut  for  one  quarter  of  an  hour,  or  for 
tiair  mat  tune,  and  exclude  every  Idea  and  every  reflection. 
Can  you  iucceed.  in  that  attempt?  Or  rather,  does  not 
t  ioug.it  pi  els  in  with  a  more  lenlible  violence  on  that  re- 
dience,  as  an  anxious  defire  to  deep  makes  us  fo  much  the 
more  wakeful.  Thu?,. will  thought  follow  you  beyond  the 
grave,  thus  will  it,,  as  an  unwelcome  gueft,  force  itfelf  upon 
yon,  when  itcanferve  only  to  perplex  and diftrefs  the  siind. 
It  will  for  ever  upbraid  you,  that,. notv/ithffanding  all  the 
kind  remonltrances  of  confidence,,  and  the  pleadings  of  the 
olood  of  Chrift,  you  have  gone  on  in  your  folly,  till  hea¬ 
ven  is  loft,  and  damnation  incurred  ;  and  all  for  what?  a 
ihadow  and  a  dream. 

Oh  think  not,  fin  tiers,  that  the  remembrance  of  your 
paH:  pleasures,  of  your  fuceefs  in  your  other  cares  whilft 
La^.t  of  me  one  thing  needful  was  forgotten,  think  not 
i-jiat  this  will  eafe  your  minds.  It  will  rather  torment 
them  the  more.  Son,  remember  that  thou  in  thy  lifetime 
receivedfl  thy  good  things.  Bitter  remembrance  !  Well 
might  the  heathen  poets  represent  the  unhappy  fpirits  in 
iliades  below,  as  eagerly  catching  at  the  water  of  forgetful-- 
Eels,  yet  unable  to  reach  it.  Your  prefent  comforts  will  only 
ferve  to  give  you  a  livelier  lenfe  ol  your  mifery,  as  having 
faked  fuch  degrees  of  enjoyment,  and  to  inflame  the  reckon- 
ing,  as  you  have  in ifnnp roved  thole  talents  lodged  in  your 
hands  for  better  purpofes.  Surely  ifthefe  things  were  be- 
lieved,  and  feriouily  confidered,  the  finner  would  have  no  - 
more,  heart  to  rejoice  in  his  prefent  profpeiity,  than  a  man 
would  have  to  amufe  himfelf  with  tlie  curiofities  of  a  fine 
garden,  through  which  he  was  led  to  be  broke  upon  the 
rack. 


But  I  will  enlarge  no  further  upon  thefe  things.- - , 

Would  to  God  that  the  unaccountable  flupidity  of  mens 
minds,  and  their  fatal  attachment  to  the  pleasures  and 
cares  of  the  prefent  life,  did  not  make  it  lie  ceil  ary  to  iiifift 
on  them  fo  frequently  and  fo  copiously  1 

IV.  I  proceed  to  the  reflections  which  naturally  -arife  - 
from  hence,  and  ihall  only'  mention  two. 

i.  How  much  reafon  have  we  to  lament  the  folly  of-, 
mankind,  in  negiedting  the  one  thing  needful. . 
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If  religion  be  indeed  the  tfueft  wifdom,  then  furely  we- 
have  the  j ufteh:  reafon  to  fay  with  Solomon,  that  lolly  and 
madnefs  is  in  mens  hearts.  Is  it  the  one  thing  needful? 
Look  on  the  con  dud  of  the  generality  of  mankind,  and 
you  would  imagine  they  thought  it  the  one  thing  need- 
Jefs  :  the  vaineft  dream,  and  the  idled:  amufement  of  the 
mind.  God  is  admon idling  them  by  ordinances,  and  pro¬ 
vidences,  iometimes  by  Inch  as  ate  molt  awful,  to  jay  it 
to  heart  :  he  {peaks  once,  yea  twice,  yea  a  multitude  of 
times,  but  man  regards  it  not.  "I  hey  profeis  peihaps  to 
believe  all  that  I  have  been  laying,  but  acl  as  if  the  con¬ 
trary  were  felf-evident  ;  they  will  rifle  thefe  fouls  and  this 
eternitv,  for  a  thing  of  nought,  for  that  for  the  fake  of 
which  "they  would  not  rifk  fo  much  as  a  hand  or  a  finger, 
or  a  joint,  no,  nor  perhaps  a  toy  that  adorns  it.  0111  ely 
this  is  the  wonder  of  angels,  and  perhaps  of  devils  loo, 
unlefs  the  obfervation  of  fo  many  ages  may  have  rendered 
it  familiar  to  both.  And  can  we,  my  chriftian  brethren, 
behold  fuch  a  feene  with  indifference  ?  If  fome  epidemical 
madnefs  had  feized  our  country,  or  the  places  where  we 
live,  fo  that  as  we  went  from  one  place  to  another,  we 
diould  every  where  meet  with  lunaticks,  and  lee  amongft 
the  reft,  fome  perhaps  of  the  fin  eft  genius  and  improvements 
and  the  moft  eminent  ftations  of  life,  amuffng  themfelves 
with  ftraws  and  bubbles,  or  wounding  themfelves  and 
others,  finely  were  we  ever  fo  lecure  from  the  danger  of 
infe&ion  or  alfault,  the  fight  would  cut  us  to  the  heart. 
Surely  a  good  natured  man  would  hardly  be  able  to  go  a» 
broad,  or  even  be  defirous  to  live  amongft  fo  many  fad 
fpedacles.  Yet  thefe  poor  creatures  might,  notwithftand- 
ing  this,  be  the  children  of  God,  and  the  higher  their 
frenzy  role,  the  nearer  might  their  complete  happinefs  be* 
But,  alas,  the  greater  part  of  mankind  are  feized  with  a 
worfe  kind  of  madnefs,  in  which  they  are  ruining  their 
fouls  :  andean  we  behold  it  with  indifference  l  The  Lord 
awaken  our  companion,  our  prayers,  and  our  endeavours, 
in  dependence  on  divine  grace,  that  we  may  be  irrftru- 
mental  in  bringing  them  to  their  right  mind,  and  making 
them  wife  indeed,  that  is  wife  .to  falvation. 

2.  How  neceftary  is  it' that  we  fliould  ferioufly  inquire 
how  this  one  thing  needful  is  regarded  by  us !  . 
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Let  me  intreat  you  to  remember  your  own  concern  in  it, 
*nd  in  quite  Have  I  thought  ferioufly  of  it? _ Have 

ln7wJlim?TnCe  °f  k?  H“  !t  lain  "'ilh  a  due  and 

Chri  wT2  °n.  ”1?  ,mmd  ? - Has  il  brought  me  to 

Chnft,  that  I  might  lay  the  flrefs  of  thefe  great  eternal  in- 

terefts  on  him  ?  And  am  I  aaing  in  the  main  of  mv  life 
s  one  mat  has  thefe  conviftions  ?— Am  I  willing  in  fad 
o  glve  up  other  things,  my  interefts,  my  pleafures,  my 
pallions  to  this:— Am  I  converting  with  God  and  with  man 
as  one  that  believe*  thefe  things,  as  one  that  has  delibe¬ 
rately  cho,en  me  better  part,  and  is  determined  to  abide  by 
that  choice?  y 

Obterve  the  anfwer  which  confcience  returns  to  thefe  in- 

qumes,  and  you  will  know  your  own  part  in  that  more  par- 

ticu.ar  application,  with  which  I  am  to  conclude  my  dif- 
courfe. 

i.  Let  me  addrefs  myfelf  to  thofe  that  are  entirely  un¬ 
concerned  about  the  one  thing  needful. 

Sirs,  I  have  been  dating  the  cafe  at  large,  and  now  I  ap¬ 
peal  to  your  coniciences,  are  thefe  things  fo  ?  or  are  they 
not?  God  and  your  own  hearts  bed  know  for  what  the 
care  of  your  foul  is  negle&ed;  but  be  it  what  it  will,  the 
'difference  between  one  grain  of  find,  and  another  is  not 
great,  wheu  it  comes  to  be  weighed  again  (l  a  talent  of  gold. 
Whatever  it  is,  you  had  need  to  examine  it  carefully.  You 
had  need  to  view  that  commodity  on  all  fides,  of  which 
you  do  in  eftea  fay,  for  this  will  I  fell  my  foul,  for  this 
will  I  give  up  heaven  and  venture  hell,  be  heaven  and  hell 
whatever  they  may.  In  the  name  of  God,  Sirs,  is  this  the 
part  of  a  man,  of  a  rational  creature  ?  To  go  on  with  your 
cy  es  open  towaias  a  pit  of  eternal  ruin,  becaufe  there  area 
.few  gay  flowers  in  the  way.  Or  what  if  you  fliut  your 
eyes?  wiHtjrat  prevent  yourfall  ?  It  dignifies  little  to ‘fay, 

I  will  noi  tnink  of  thefe  things,  I  will  not  confder  them. 
God  has  faid,  In  the  lad  days  tney  fhaJI  confider  it  perfect¬ 
ly*  The  revels  oj  a  drunken  malefactor  will  not  prevent, 
hoi  i  efpite  Ins  execution.  Pardon  my  plainnefs,  if  it  were 
a  fable  or  a  tale,  I  would  endeavour  to  amufe  you  with 
words,  but  I  cannot  do  it  where  your  fouls  are  at  flake. 

2.1  would  apply  to  thofe  who  are  convinced  of  the  im¬ 
portance  of  their  fouls,  yet  are  inclined  to  defer  that  care 
of  them  a  little  longer,  which,  in  the  general,  thev  fee  to 
be  neceffary. 
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I  know  you  that  are  young,  are  under  peculiar  tempta¬ 
tions  to  do' this;  though  it  is  ftrange  that  the  death  ol  io 
many  of  your  companions  fhould  not  be  an  anlwer  to  ionic 
of  the  moft  fpecious  and  dangerous  of  thole  tcnmtations. 
Methinks  if  there  were  the  leaft  degree  of  uncertainty ,  the 
importance  is  too  weighty  to  put  matters  to  the  venture. 
But  here  the  uncertainty  is  great  and  apparent.  \  ou  mult 
purely  know  that  there  are  critical  fealons  of  hie  lor  ma¬ 
naging  the  concerns  of  it,  which  are  of  luch  a  nature,  that 
if  once  loft,  they  may  never  return  :  here  is  a  critical  lea* 
fon.  Now  is  the  accepted  time,  now  is  the  day  of  falva- 
tion.  To-day,  if  ye  will  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your 
hearts.  This  language  may  not  be  fpoken  to-morrow. 
Talk  not  of.a  more  convenient  feafon,  none  can  be  more 
convenient  ;  and  that  to  which  yon  would  probably  refer 
it,  is  leaft  of  all  fo.  A  dying  time.  You  would  not  chufe 
then  to  have  any  important  bufinels  in  hand;  and  will  you 
of  choice  refer  the  greateft  bufinefs  of  all  to  that  languish¬ 
ing,  hurrying,  amazing  hour?  If  a  friend  were  then  to- 
come  to  you  with  the  balance  of  an  intricate  account,  or 
a  view  of  a  title  to  an  eftate,  you  wot* <o  ftiake  your  faint¬ 
ing  head,  and  lift  up  your  pale  trembling  hand,  ana  lay 
perhaps  with  a  feeble  voice,  u  alas  1  is  this  a  time  for  thele 
“  things  P  And  is  it  a  time  for  fo  much  greater  things  than 
thefe  !  I  wilh  you  knew,  and  would  confider  in  what  a 


ftrait  we  that  are  mil  ifters  are  lometimes  brought,  when  we 
are  called  to  the  dying  beds  of  thofe  who  have  fpent  their 
lives  in  the  negleft  of  the  one  thing  needful.  On  the  one 
hand,  we  fear  leaft,  if  we  palliate  matters,  aiiMpeak  fmooth 
things,  we  {hall  betray  and  ruin  their  fouls ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  if  we  ufe  a  becoming  plainnefs  and  feri- 
oufnefs,  in  warning  them  of  their  danger,  we  fliall  quite 
overwhelm  them,  and  haften  the  dying  moment,  which  is 
advancing  by  fuch  fteps.  Oh  let  me  intreat  you  for  our 
fakes,  and  much  more  for  your  own,  that  you  do  not  drive 
us  to  fuch  fad  extremities  ;  but  that  if  you  are  convinced, 
as  I  hope  fome  of  you  may  now  be,  that  the  care  of  the  foul 
is  that  needful  thing  we  have  reprefented,  let  the  conviction 
work,  let  it  drive  you  immediately  to  the  throne  of  grace, , 
that  from  thence  you  may  derive  that  wifdom  and  ftrength 
which  may  direct  you  in  all  the  intricacies  which  entangle 
you,  and  animate  you  in  the  midftof  difficulty  and  difto li¬ 


nage  mast. 
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,  3’  I.w°uld>  in  the  place,  addrefs  myfelf  to  thofa 

"  2“l  •”'«  ■“”«  » ■!»«» 

I  hope  when  you  fee  how  commonly  jt  is  neAeded 
neglected  indeed  by  many,  whofe  natural  capachie  i ,  ! 
proyements,  and  circumitances  in  life,  appear  to  you  fe- 
penor  to  your  own,  you  will  humbly  acknowledge,  that  it 
.  Xvas  diftmgqhhing  grace  that  brought  you  into  this  harry 
uate,  and  formed  you  to  this  moll  neceflary  care.  Blels 
the  Lord,  therefore,  who  hath,  given  you  that  counfef,  in 
virtue  ot  which  you  can  fay,  that  he  is  your  portion _ Re¬ 

joice  m  the  thought,  that  the  great  concern  is  fecured  ;  as  it 
is  natural  for  us  to  do,  when  fome  important  affair  is  d i f- 
patched  which  has  long  lain  before  us,  and  which  we  have 
been  inclined  to  put  off-  from  one  day  to  another,  but  have 

atlengtn  ftrenuouily  and  iuccefsfuily  attended _ Remember 

m  t0  continue  acting  on  thefe  great  principles  which  at 
find  determined,  your  choice,  and  ferioufly  confider,  that 
thofe  who  defire  their  life  may  at  I  a  ft  he  given  them  for  a 
prey,  muft  continue  on, their  guard,  in  all  Rages  of  their 
journey  through  a  wildernefs,  where  daily  dangers  are  11  ill 
funoundhig  them.  Having  fecured  the  great  concern, 
ma^e  yourielves  eaiy  as  to  others  of  imaller  importance. 
You  have  chofen  tnc  kingdom  of  God,  and  Ins  nghteou fuels, 
other  things  therefore  fliall  be  added  unto  you  and  if  any 
whicn  you  defire  fhould  not'-berndded,  comfort, yourfelves 
with  this  thought,  that  you  have  the  good  part  which  can 
never  be  taken  away.  And,  not  to  enlarge  on  these  obvious 
hints,  which  muR  fo  often  occur,  be  very  felicitous  that 
others  may  We  brought  to  a  care  about  the  one  thing  need¬ 
ful.  If  it  be  needful  for  you,  it  is  for  your  children,  your 
friends,  your  fervants.  Let  them  therefore  fee  your  con¬ 
cern  in  this  re i peel  for  them,  as  well  as  for  yourfelves.  Let 
parents,  efpeciallv,  attend  to  this  exhortation,  whofe  care  for 
their  offspring  often  exceeds  In  other  refpecls,  and  fails  in 
this.  Remember  that  your  children  may  never  live  to 
enjoy  the  effeAs  of  your  labour  and  concern,  to  get  them 
eiia'es  and  portions.  The  charges  of  their  funerals  rnav 
perhaps  be  all  their  (hare  of  what  you  are  fo  anxioufty  care¬ 
ful  to  lay  up  for  them.  And,  oh  !  think  what  a  (word 
would  pierce  through  your  very  heart,  if  you  fhould  (land 
by  the  corps  of  a  beloved  child  with  this  reflection,  “  This 
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“  poor  creature  has  done  with  life, before  it  learnt  its  great* 
“  eft  bufmefs  in  it,  and  is  gone  to  eternity,  which  ]  have 
“  feldom  warning  it  to  prepare  for,  and  which  perhaps  it 
u  learnt  of  me  to  forget.  ’ 

On  the  whole,  may  this  grand  care  be  awakened  to 
thofe  by  whom  it  has  hitherto  been  neglecfted;  may  it  be 
revived  in  each  of  our  minds.  And  that  you  m  y  be  en¬ 
couraged  to  pur fue  it  with  greater  cheerfulnefs,  let  me  con- 
elude  with  this  comfortabJe  thought,  that  in  proportion  to 
the  neceflity  of  the  cafe,  is  the  provifion  which  divine  grace 
has  made  for  our  affiftance.  If  you  are  di  I  po  fed  to  fit  down 
at  Chrift’s  feet,  he  will  teach  you  by  bis  word  and  Spirit. 
If  you  commit  this  precious  jewel,  which  is  your  et  ernal  all, 
into  his  hand,  he  will  preferve  it  unto  that  day,  and  will 
then  produce  it  richly  adorned,  and  glorioufly  improved  to 
his  own  honour,  and  to  your  eyerlaftijTg  joy.  Amefi* 


FINIS. 
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